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NAFO CEM – Reinstatement of Footnote 14 into Article 6.3  
for American Plaice bycatch provisions in the 3NO directed Yellowtail fishery   

Background 

At the 2015 Annual Meeting, the Commission adopted revisions to the footnotes in Annex I of the 
NAFO CEM (FC Doc. 15-08). One of the amendments was incorporating footnote 21 to the Quota Table 
into the text of the NAFO CEM under Article 6. At the 2016 Annual Meeting, the U.S. raised a concern 
that the newly implemented provision under Article 6 did not accurately reflect the language or 
intent of the former footnote 21. Therefore, at the 2017 Annual Meeting, the U.S. proposed in STACTIC 
WP 17-41 (Revised) that Article 6.3(f) be removed from the NCEM and that the former footnote 21 
be reinstated into the Quota Table as footnote 14 without prejudice. This proposal was adopted at 
the 2017 Annual Meeting and the 2018 NAFO CEMs were updated to reflect this change. It was also 
agreed that Canada and the U.S. would have further discussions on the issue. 

Canada and the United States have met in advance of the 2018 Annual Meeting and discussed the 
issue and have agreed on a way forward.  Canada proposes that the by-catch provision established in 
2016 for American Plaice in the 3NO directed Yellowtail fishery be reinstated under Article 6 of the 
NCEM and Footnote 14 be deleted. References to Footnote 14 located within the quota table under 
Total Allowable Catch listed for both 3LNO Yellowtail and 3LNO American plaice will also be deleted. 

Proposed Amendments 

Limits for Species Listed in Annex I.A Retained on Board as Bycatch 

3. Each Contracting Party shall ensure that its vessels, including vessels chartered in accordance 
with Article 26, shall limit the retention of on-board species classified as bycatch to the 
maxima specified below:  

(a) for cod in Division 3M, redfish in 3LN and witch flounder in 3NO: 1 250 kg or 5%, 
whichever is the greater;  

(b)  for cod in Division 3NO: 1 000 kg or 4%, whichever is the greater;  

(c)  for all other stocks listed in Annex I.A where no specific quota has been allocated to 
the flag State Contracting Party: 2 500 kg or 10%, whichever is the greater;  

(d)  where a ban on fishing applies (moratoria), or when the "Others" quota opened to for 
that stock has been fully utilized: 1 250 kg or 5%, whichever is the greater; and  

(e)  once the directed fishery for redfish in Division 3M is closed in accordance with 
Article 5.5 (d): 1 250 kg or 5%, whichever is the greater.; and  
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(f) while conducting a directed fishery for yellowtail in Divisions 3LNO: 15 % of 
American plaice; otherwise bycatch provisions in Article 6.3 (d) apply. 

 

14. In lieu of Article 6.3 of the CEM, the following by-catch provisions for American plaice only in 
the 3LNO yellowtail fishery shall apply: Contracting Parties projection indicates that this rate is 
likely to undermine stock recovery or cause an unreasonable delay in reaching Blim, this rate may 
be subject to a reassessment by the Fisheries Commission.fishing for yellowtail flounder allocated 
under the NAFO allocation table will be restricted to an overall Am. plaice by-catch harvest limit 
equal to 15% of their total yellowtail fishery as calculated in accordance with Article 6.4. If a 
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