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Report of the NAFO Standing Committee on International Control (STACTIC) 
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1. Opening by the Chair, Kaire Märtin (European Union) 

The Chair of STACTIC, Kaire Märtin (European Union) opened the meeting at 11:05UTC on 10 May 2021 via 
WebEx. The Chair welcomed representatives from the following Contracting Parties (CPs) – Canada, Denmark 
(in respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland), the European Union, Iceland, Japan, Norway, the Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States of America (Annex 1).  

2. Appointment of Rapporteur 

The NAFO Secretariat (Jana Aker) was appointed as rapporteur.  

3. Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda was adopted as circulated, with some agenda items being deferred.  

The Chair noted that the NAFO ad hoc Working Group on STACTIC Participation (WG-SP) was not able to meet 
again this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Contracting Parties agreed to follow the procedure established 
at the 2019 Annual Meeting as an interim solution for this meeting without prejudice to any other future 
possible decisions. Contracting Parties agreed to identify agenda items and/or working papers which they 
deemed to be of a sensitive nature and discussed in a closed session. The closed sessions would be restricted 
to government officials and NAFO Commissioners from each delegation. Following the closed discussions, the 
Chair would report out the results or recommendations in open session. The United States of America noted 
their disagreement with having any agenda items in a closed session but agreed to continue with this procedure 
for this meeting and encouraged Contracting Parties to draft proposals on how to move forward with the issue 
of STACTIC Participation. For this meeting, Contracting Parties agreed to discuss agenda items 4, 5 and 25 in a 
closed session.  

4. Annual Compliance Review, 2020  

The NAFO Secretariat highlighted the Draft 2020 Compilation of Fisheries Reports table in STACTIC WP 21-01 
(Rev. 3). Contracting Parties thanked the Secretariat for the work and provided comments and clarifications. 
Contracting Parties agreed to forward any further comments on STACTIC WP 21-01 (Rev. 3) to the NAFO 
Secretariat by 14 June 2021 for inclusion in the final version that will be circulated on 21 June 2021. 

The NAFO Secretariat presented the Summary of Inspection Information for 2020 in STACTIC WP 21-02 (Rev. 
2). Contracting Parties noted that some port inspection data were not included in Part 2 of the document and 
the Secretariat agreed to include those in the next revision, along with any comments received by Contracting 
Parties by 14 June 2021.  

In addition to the summary of inspection information, the Unites States of America highlighted the provisions 
in Article 31.7 of the NAFO CEM outlining that Contracting Parties with inspection presence should conduct 
inspections in an equitable manner. STACTIC agreed that, to reflect on the requirement established by Article 
31.7, the Secretariat will provide information comparing the number of NAFO at sea inspections by inspecting 
Contracting Party with regard to each Contracting Party’s level of catches and days at sea for the last 5 years, 
noting that the compilation of this information is only a basis to inform further discussions on the issue.  

The NAFO Secretariat presented the draft NAFO 2020 Fisheries and Compliance in STACTIC WP 21-15 (Rev. 
2). Contracting Parties offered some suggestions for improvements in the document and some corrections 
which will be incorporated by the Secretariat in addition to any comments received by Contracting Parties by 
14 June 2021.  
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Canada presented a format for the COVID-19 Annex to the 2020 Compliance Review in STACTIC WP 21-12. 
Contracting Parties thanked Canada for drafting the template for reporting, and provided some further 
comments. Contracting Parties agreed to complete the template for 2020 information outlined in STACTIC WP 
21-12 (Revised) to the NAFO Secretariat by 14 June 2021. Contracting Parties also noted their preference for a 
summarized version of the submissions following the template to be included into the annex of the Compliance 
Review that is presented to the Commission at the Annual Meeting.  

It was agreed that:  

• Contracting Parties will provide written comments on the Draft Compilation table of 
Fisheries Reports 2020 (STACTIC WP 21-01 (Rev. 3)), the Summary of Inspection 
Information for 2020 (STACTIC WP 21-02 (Rev. 2)), and the draft NAFO 2020 Fisheries 
and Compliance (STACTIC WP 20-15 (Rev. 2)) to the NAFO Secretariat by 14 June 2021. 

• The NAFO Secretariat will provide information comparing the number of NAFO at sea 
inspections by inspecting Contracting Party with regard to each Contracting Party’s 
level of catches and days at sea for the last 5 years, noting that the compilation of this 
information is only a basis to form further discussion on the issue. 

• Contracting Parties will complete the template for 2020 information outlined in STACTIC 
WP 21-12 (Revised) to the NAFO Secretariat by 14 June 2021. 

• The information submitted following the template in STACTIC WP 21-12 (Revised) will be 
summarized by the NAFO Secretariat and included as an annex in the draft Compliance 
Review. 

5. Review of Article 30 of the NAFO CEM 

The NAFO Secretariat presented the summary of observer information for 2020 in STACTIC WP 21-03 Revised. 
Contracting Parties highlighted the benefits of the annual review of the implementation of the observer 
program, and noted the importance of flagging specific limitations of the program to facilitate the 2022 review 
as per Article 30.19 of the NAFO CEM. The European Union noted the importance of training and interaction 
with the observers and observer contractors for the proper implementation of the programme, the early 
submission of the observers’ trip report by the flag Contracting Party to the port Contracting Party, and thanked 
Canada for their assistance in a 2021 case of removal of the observer on board. Contracting Parties agreed to 
submit comments and missing information/reports, including the analysis under Article 30.6.e of the NAFO 
CEM, for inclusion in the working paper by 14 June 2021.  

It was agreed that:  

• Contracting Parties would provide any comments and outstanding information for 
inclusion in the working paper on the summary of observer information for 2020 
(STACTIC WP 21-03 Rev. 2) by 14 June 2021.  

6. STACTIC Participation 

This item was deferred, however, a discussion regarding the format of the next meeting occurred under agenda 
item 27 – Time and place of next meeting. 

7. New and pending proposals on enforcement measures: Possible revisions of the NAFO CEM  

The United States of America presented a proposal for the to modify the definition of serious infringements in 
STACTIC WP 21-05. The working paper sought to remove directed fishing from the list of serious infringements 
if the move-along provisions were followed. The United States also called for a longer-term solution to convene 
a working group of STACTIC to review the bycatch provisions and the directed fishery definition in the NAFO 
CEM. Contracting Parties thanked the United States for their proposal and agreed to further discuss the issues 
raised with respect to the bycatch and directed fisheries provisions of the NAFO CEM and supported the 
development of a working group. Contracting Parties requested further time to review the specific proposal for 
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changes to the NAFO CEM and agreed to forward comments to the United States of America on the proposal 
before the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

Japan presented a proposal to amend NAFO CEM Article 13 - Gear Requirements in STACTIC WP 21-09 and 
highlighted that the issue being addressed is similar to the issue being addressed in the proposal from the 
United States of America. Japan noted that the proposal aimed to address a situation where redfish would 
accidentally compose the greatest weight, and therefore the directed fishery, during a fishery for squid with a 
60mm mesh size, which would result in a serious infringement for directed fishery for redfish with an illegal 
mesh size. Some Contracting Parties indicated support to the proposed text although noting it would not solve 
the issues relating to the mesh size requirement. Japan revised its WP to amend NAFO CEM Article 13 and 38, 
incorporating the idea of move-along provision as a short-time solution. Contracting Parties thanked Japan for 
the proposal and agreed to provide comments to Japan in advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting and to include 
this subject within the discussions of a possible working group.  

Canada presented a discussion paper on measures concerning vessels demonstrating repeat non-compliance 
of serious infringements in the NAFO Regulatory Area in STACTIC WP 21-13. Canada noted that this version of 
the paper considered comments received at the 2020 Annual Meeting and aims to address the issue of repeat 
non-compliance of serious infringements that is within the domestic legislation of Contracting Parties. 
Contracting Parties thanked Canada for their continued efforts on this issue and offered further revisions, and 
it was agreed to forward the proposal outlined in STACTIC WP 21-13 (Revised) to the Commission for adoption.  

The European Union presented a proposal to amend the list of serious infringements: use of sorting grids – 
Article 38.1 (g) outlined in STACTIC WP 21-20. The European Union highlighted that the measures in Article 
38.1.g adopted for 3M cod (in COM Doc. 20-14) were not clear as there is no regulated grid size in the fishery 
and the proposal aimed to correct that. Contracting Parties thanked the European Union for the proposal, and 
offered some additional edits, and agreed to forward the proposal outlined in STACTIC WP 21-20 (Revised) to 
the Commission for adoption. 

The United States of America presented a proposal aimed to standardize observer data collection in STACTIC 
WP 21-22. Contracting Parties thanked the United States for the proposal and supported the standardization 
of data collection, however, expressed concerns with making the use of English a specific requirement in the 
NAFO CEM. Contracting Parties offered edits including the use of English being “to the extent possible” in the 
annex and not to change the text in Article 30. Contracting Parties agreed to forward the revisions in STACTIC 
WP 21-22 (Revised) to the Commission for adoption.  

Canada, the European Union, and the United States of America presented a joint proposal on the modification 
to the bycatch definition of the “Others” category in STACTIC WP 21-04 (Revised). Contracting Parties thanked 
Canada, the European Union and the United States of America for the proposal and requested further time to 
review the proposal. Contracting Parties agreed to forward comments on the proposal to Canada, the European 
Union, and the United States of America in advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

The Chair highlighted that several of the proposals aim to address the issue of bycatch, directed fisheries and 
discards in the NAFO CEM and that further discussion on how to move forward on these issues will be discussed 
under agenda item 17. Norway, Denmark (in Respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland), and Iceland 
reiterated their position that NAFO should aim to develop provisions to reduce bycatch rather than having 
provisions that limit retention onboard, noting several Contracting Parties of NAFO have domestic discard 
bans.  

It was agreed that:  

• Contracting Parties will forward comments on the proposal in STACTIC WP 21-05 on the 
modification to the definition of serious infringement to the United States of America in 
advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting.  
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• Contracting Parties will forward comments on the proposal in STACTIC WP 21-09 
(Revised) to amend NAFO CEM Article 13 - Gear Requirements to Japan in advance of 
the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

• The proposal on measures concerning vessels demonstrating repeat non-compliance of 
serious infringements outlined in STACTIC WP 21-13 (Revised) be forwarded to the 
Commission for adoption.  

• The proposal to amend the list of serious infringements: use of sorting grids – Article 
38.1 (g) outlined in STACTIC WP 21-20 (Revised) be forwarded to the Commission for 
adoption.  

• The proposal on observer data collection outlined in STACTIC WP 21-22 (Revised) be 
forwarded to the Commission for adoption.  

• Contracting Parties will forward comments on the proposal in STACTIC WP 21-04 
(Revised) to modify the bycatch definition of the “Others” category to Canada, the 
European Union, and the United States of America in advance of the 2021 Annual 
Meeting.  

8. Discussions on the interpretation of Article 10 of the NAFO CEM 

The Chair opened this agenda item and recalled the discussions from previous meetings on the differences in 
interpretations of the provisions of Article 10 of the NAFO CEM, specifically in relation to the 100% port 
inspection requirements for Greenland halibut. Most Contracting Parties indicated that the provisions were 
clear that 100% port inspection was required for any landings of Greenland halibut, while others interpreted 
the provisions to be applicable only for vessels participating in a directed fishery for Greenland halibut, and 
that small quantities should not be subject to 100% inspection. The European Union noted that, in the case of 
3M cod, there is a threshold of 1,250 kg on board for the inspection to be mandatory. Contracting Parties 
suggested to resolve the issue, that a proposal should be developed for a threshold for inspection similar to 
what was adopted for 3M cod at the 2020 Annual Meeting (in COM Doc. 20-14). Denmark (on behalf of the 
Faroe Islands and Greenland) agreed to draft a proposal, with assistance from the European Union, for a 
threshold for Greenland halibut port inspection for presentation at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

It was agreed that:  

• Denmark (on behalf of the Faroe Islands and Greenland) will draft a proposal for a 
threshold for Greenland halibut port inspections for presentation at the 2021 Annual 
Meeting. 

9. Practical application of Port State Measures in NAFO 

This item was deferred.  

10. Marking of gears  

This item was deferred.  

11. NAFO MCS website and application development  

The NAFO Secretariat presented a brief overview of some of the latest enhancements to the MCS Website and 
an update on the NAFO Observer application. Contracting Parties thanked the NAFO Secretariat for the 
presentation and noted the importance of the MCS Website to facilitate NAFO Inspectors in their work. The 
European Union highlighted some additional enhancements for the website and agreed to submit those to the 
NAFO Secretariat in writing following the meeting. Contracting Parties supported the NAFO Secretariat to 
continue work on the MCS Website enhancements and the NAFO Observer application.  

The NAFO Secretariat also presented a proposal for an enhancement for the user login/authentication for the 
MCS Website in STACTIC WP 21-14, and Contracting Parties supported the proposal.  
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It was agreed that:  

• The NAFO Secretariat continue the work on the enhancements to the MCS Website and 
the NAFO Observer application. 

• The NAFO Secretariat move forward with the enhancements to the login procedure for 
the MCS Website outlined in STACTIC WP 21-14.  

12. Report and recommendations of the Editorial Drafting Group (EDG)  

The Chair of the Editorial Drafting Group (EDG), Patrick Moran (United States of America), presented the report 
of the EDG from the November 2020 meeting in STACTIC WP 20-32.  

The Chair highlighted STACTIC WP 21-06, which included a poll for STACTIC participants on the time it would 
take to implement the proposed changes from the EDG on Annex II.J of the NAFO CEM outlined in STACTIC 
EDG-WP 20-03 (Revised). Contracting Parties indicated in the poll that it could take up to nine months for their 
FMCs to implement the changes. Contracting Parties also requested that the changes in STACTIC EDG-WP 20-
03 (Revised) be forwarded to the Scientific Council for review to determine if there would be any impact their 
work and requested the Secretariat to investigate whether the changes will be applied historically in the NAFO 
database, or if it is possible for linkages to be made for the new codes. Contracting Parties agreed to continue 
discussions on the proposed changes outlined in STACTIC EDG-WP 20-03 (Revised) at the 2021 Annual 
Meeting.  

The Chair highlighted the EDG proposal for the insertion of reference to Annex II.I Part B in Annex IV.A outlined 
in STACTIC WP 21-07 and Contracting Parties agreed to forward this proposal to the Commission for adoption.  

The Chair highlighted the EDG proposal to change Article 5.15.f of the NAFO CEM outlined in STACTIC EDG-WP 
20-05 and Contracting Parties agreed to forward this proposal to the Commission for adoption. 

The Chair highlighted the draft legend for Annex I.A of the NAFO CEM outlined in STACTIC WP 21-17. 
Contracting Parties agreed on the incorporation of a legend into Annex I.A of the NAFO CEM, but required 
further time to review the draft, and agreed to discuss this at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

The Chair highlighted STACTIC WP 21-18 outlining the request from the EDG to review the text placement of 
Article 7bis in the NAFO CEM. Canada presented STACTIC WP 21-28 in response to the request from the EDG 
to realign Article 7 and Article 7bis of the NAFO CEM. Contracting Parties thanked Canada for the proposal and 
agreed to provide comments to Canada in advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

The Chair noted that the recommendation from the EDG to review the text of Article 38.1.g outlined in STACTIC 
WP 21-19 was addressed under agenda item 7.  

It was agreed that:  

• The proposed changes to Annex II.J of the NAFO CEM outlined in STACTIC EDG-WP 20-
03 (Revised) be forwarded to the Scientific Council for their review. 

• The NAFO Secretariat investigate whether the changes to Annex II.J of the NAFO CEM 
outlined in STACTIC EDG-WP 20-03 (Revised) will be applied historically in the NAFO 
database, or if it is possible for linkages to be made for the new codes. 

• The discussion on the proposed changes to Annex II.J of the NAFO CEM outlined in 
STACTIC EDG-WP 20-03 (Revised) continue at the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

• The EDG proposal for the insertion of reference to Annex II.I Part B in Annex IV.A outlined 
in STACTIC WP 21-07 be forwarded to the Commission for adoption. 

• The EDG proposal to change Article 5.15.f of the NAFO CEM outlined in STACTIC EDG-
WP 20-05 be forwarded to the Commission for adoption. 
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• STACTIC continue discussions on the draft legend for Annex I.A of the NAFO CEM 
outlined in STACTIC WP 21-17 at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

• Contracting Parties will provide comments on the proposal from Canada to realign 
Article 7 and Article 7bis of the NAFO CEM in STACTIC WP 21-28 to Canada in advance 
of the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

• STACTIC continue discussions on the proposal from Canada to realign Article 7 and 
Article 7bis of the NAFO CEM in STACTIC WP 21-28 at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

13. Half-year review of the implementation of new NAFO CEM measures 

The European Union highlighted that the provisions relating to the closure of the 3M cod fishery in Article 5.5.j 
(adopted in COM Doc. 20-14) may require further clarification at a later date.  

14. Review and evaluation of Practices and Procedures 

The Chair highlighted the latest list of Contracting Party practices and procedures in STACTIC WP 21-08 and 
requested Contracting Parties to review the submissions to ensure they are up to date. The European Union 
provided four new documents for inclusion onto the Practices and Procedures webpage: the Sanitary 
precautionary approach in relation to the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) to be taken on board of 
the EFCA chartered vessel(s) in view of the boarding of fishing vessels in EU and in International waters, the 
EU guidelines for port State control of vessels landing fish from the NAFO Regulatory Area, the fish products 
sampling for DNA testing International Manual of Procedures, and the ICES advice on the International Manual 
of Procedures (IMP) to be used in the NAFO Regulatory. The European Fisheries Control Agency made a brief 
presentation of the first two documents and Contacting Parties thanked the European Union for the 
presentation of the documents.  

15. NAFO Inspectors workshop 

Canada reported that the NAFO Inspectors Workshop has not been held since the COVID-19 pandemic started, 
noting that it is preferred to hold the workshop in person. Canada will host the next workshop once travel 
restrictions are lifted and will circulate any relevant information when it becomes available. 

16. Review of current IUU list Pursuant to NAFO CEM, Article 53 

The Chair highlighted STACTIC WP 21-23, noting that NEAFC has adopted a provision to include vessels from 
other RFMOs in their IUU list. In accordance with Article 49.1.c of the NAFO CEM, any vessel on the NEAFC IUU 
list is to be included in the NAFO IUU list, and the Secretariat sought advice on how to make these changes. 
Contracting Parties agreed that the Secretariat will draft a provisional IUU list based on the NEAFC IUU list for 
presentation to STACTIC at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

The European Union, Norway, and the United States of America also indicated that they are still working on a 
proposal for the revision of the IUU provisions in the NAFO CEM to include vessels from IUU lists of other 
RFMOs on the NAFO IUU list, and to revise the section of the NAFO CEM relating to the procedures on IUU listing 
which will be presented at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

It was agreed that:  

• The Secretariat will draft a provisional IUU list based on the NEAFC IUU list for 
presentation to STACTIC at the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

• The European Union, Norway, and the United States will continue working on the 
proposal for the inclusion of vessels from IUU lists of other RFMOs to the NAFO IUU list 
and the revision of the IUU listing procedures for presentation at the 2021 Annual 
Meeting.  
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17. Bycatch, discards, and selectivity 

a. STACTIC input in the development of management options as outlined in sections 4.1 and 
4.2 of the Action Plan in the Management and Minimization of Bycatch and Discards 
(NAFO COM Doc. 17-26) 

The Chair opened the discussions noting the Action Plan in the Management and Minimization of Bycatch and 
Discards in COM Doc. 17-26 and highlighting the need for cooperation between STACTIC and the WG-BDS. The 
Chair of the WG-BDS, Temur Tairov (Russian Federation) also provided an update on the statues of the work 
of the WG-BDS. STACTIC agreed that the vice-Chair of STACTIC will participate in the upcoming WG-BDS 
Meeting to facilitate this cooperation.  

b. Measures on discards 

The European Union presented a discussion paper on measures on discards and control elements that would 
be necessary to consider for NAFO to adopt a landing obligation policy in STACTIC WP 21-21. The European 
Union also highlighted the mandate to STACTIC from the Commission at the 2020 Annual Meeting to consider 
what control elements would be necessary for NAFO to adopt a landing obligation policy, representing an 
additional task although closely linked to those relating to the Action Plan for the Management and 
Minimization of Bycatch and Discards. The European Union noted that several proposals at this meeting were 
relating to the issue of discards in NAFO and reflecting on the domestic landing obligations in many Contracting 
Parties and suggested to cover the subject matters of discards, bycatches and landing obligation under a 
dedicated working group or meetings. Contracting Parties thanked the European Union for the presentation 
and noted that some work to address these issues has already been done in STACTIC. However further work is 
required, including a review of the status of discard policies in Contracting Parties to ensure the information is 
up to date. All Contracting Parties agreed on the importance of addressing the issue of bycatch and discards as 
well as the definition of directed fishery in NAFO. Some Contracting Parties also highlighted that the most 
important aspect of a discard ban/ landing obligation would be to include measures to prevent bycatches and 
discards, such as gear selectivity, time and area closures etc. STACTIC agreed that a dedicated working group 
would be required to discuss these issues in detail following the WG-BDS Meeting and before the 2021 Annual 
Meeting to facilitate further discussions.  

STACTIC further considered how to best coordinate this work with the ongoing discussions in BDS. It was 
agreed that the STACTIC Vice Chair would participate as a liaison to the BDS group. Additionally, the United 
States of America suggested that a joint STACTIC – BDS meeting would be useful in addressing the both the 
discard and the bycatch action plans.  

It was agreed that:  

• A STACTIC working group meeting be held prior to the 2021 Annual Meeting to discuss 
the issue of bycatch, directed fisheries, discards, and consider the elements necessary 
to adopt a landing obligation policy in NAFO. 

• The NAFO Secretariat circulate a Doodle Poll for the end of August and beginning of 
September to find a date for the meeting.  

• The vice-Chair of STACTIC agreed to participate in the next WG-BDS Meeting to facilitate 
collaboration. 

• The STACTIC Chair and Vice Chair, in collaboration with the Secretariat, will work to 
develop an agenda for this working group meeting. 

c. Bycatch and discard analysis  

The NAFO Secretariat presented the preliminary bycatch analysis to determine difference in the 
interpretations of bycatch calculations using only Annex I.A species versus the total catch in any one haul and 
the impacts it would have on employing the move-along provisions. The Secretariat highlighted some data 
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deficiencies with the analysis but noted that the preliminary analysis shows there is little to no difference in 
the final calculations based on the different interpretations. The data deficiencies were discussed and clarity 
on the details of the exact issue was sought from NAFO Secretariat, including whether or not other working 
groups were made aware and if the data gap has been resolved. Contracting Parties thanked the Secretariat for 
their work on the analysis.  

18. Discussion of data classification and access rights 

This item was deferred.  

19. Report and advice of the Joint Advisory Group on Data Management (JAGDM) 

This item was deferred.  

20. Recommendations from NAFO working groups 

The Chair highlighted a recommendation from the Joint Commission-Scientific Council Working Group on the 
Ecosystem Approach Framework to Fisheries Management (WG-EAFFM) in STACTIC WP 21-25 that proposed 
an addition footnote into Annex II.N of the NAFO CEM to align the definition for start and end of haul with the 
observer reporting template in Annex II.M. During the discussion, it was highlighted that Contracting Parties 
may be using different definitions for start and end of haul in trawl fisheries and that this issue needed to be 
clarified before any changes could be made to the reporting templates. It was noted that from a control point 
of view, the start of the fishing operation can be considered as the moment the net touches the water instead 
of when it reaches the fishing depth and that the end of the haul would be the moment the net leaves the water 
instead of the beginning of the retrieval of the net. Contracting Parties agreed to provide the definitions they 
are using in in connection with Annex II.A fishing logbook requirements advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting 
to facilitate further discussion on this proposal.  

The Chair highlighted the second recommendation from the WG-EAFFM in STACTIC WP 21-26 in relation to 
the review of Chapter 2 of the NAFO CEM. The Co-Chair of WG-EAFFM, Elizabethann Mencher (United States of 
America), also provided some background information on the recommendation, noting that WG-EAFFM is 
tasked with reviewing the provisions of Chapter, but input from STACTIC would greatly facilitate this review. 
Denmark (in Respect of the Faroe Islands and Greenland) highlighted that there is some difficulty in identifying 
VME species when they are brought onboard the vessels. Contracting Parties agreed to submit any comments 
in relation to the review of Chapter 2 of the NAFO CEM to the Secretariat by 14 June 2021 and those comments 
be forwarded to the WG-EAFFM in advance of their next meeting.  

The Chair highlighted the recommendations from the Catch Estimation Strategy Advisory Group (CESAG) in 
STACTIC WP 21-27. On the first recommendation in relation to the inclusion of codend (minimum) mesh size 
and hook size to be included in the Annex II.N template, several Contracting Parties noted these requirements 
were already in place for the logbooks, so could be included in Annex II.N, but requested more time to review 
and agreed to continue this discussion at the 2021 Annual Meeting. On recommendation number three from 
STACTIC WP 21-27, STACTIC noted that they continually strive to make improvements in the data collection 
methods outlined in the NAFO CEM.  

It was agreed that:  

• Contracting Parties will provide their definitions of the start and end of a haul in advance 
of the 2021 Annual Meeting to facilitate further discussion on the proposal from the WG-
EAFFM outlined in STACTIC WP 21-25.  

• Contracting Parties will submit any comments in relation to the review of Chapter 2 of 
the NAFO CEM to the Secretariat by 14 June 2021 and those comments be forwarded to 
the WG-EAFFM in advance of their next meeting.  

• The discussion on the inclusion of a field for reporting codend (minimum) mesh size or 
hook size in Annex II.N of the NAFO CEM continue at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  
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21. Discussion on garbage disposal onboard vessels 

Norway and the United States of America presented a proposal to address marine pollution in STACTIC WP 21-
11 by including a reference to MARPOL Annex V in Article 25 of the NAFO CEM. Contracting Parties thanked 
Norway and the United States of America for the proposal and supported the inclusions of measures relating 
to addressing the issue of marine pollution in the NAFO CEM. The European Union recalled its past proposal on 
this subject and, together with some Contracting Parties, indicated their preference for concrete and 
enforceable measures to be included in the NAFO CEM. The European Union noted that it is already mandatory 
for all NAFO Contracting Parties to apply MARPOL Annex V so the text being proposed would not be necessary. 
The European Union offered its support to the proposed text if it was the starting point to look into concrete 
measures on the subject of marine pollution, such as those previously tabled by the European Union (e.g. the 
prohibition to use plastic bands in bait boxes). The European Union noted that considering the adoption of such 
measures in NAFO is within the remit of the amended NAFO Convention and a NAFO Commission’s 
recommendation. Other Contracting Parties preferred to keep the measures as a reference to MARPOL Annex 
V. Norway noted that the IMO is the organization responsible for addressing marine pollution, and that there 
is currently a process in IMO to strengthen the reporting requirements for lost gear in MARPOL Annex V. 
Norway was of the opinion that measures related to marine pollution should be adopted by the IMO instead. In 
their opinion, adopting different measures in different RFMOs could lead to confusions and misunderstandings 
with regard to which measures should be applied. In an effort to find some common ground, the United States 
suggested that incorporating a reference to MARPOL Annex V into the NAFO CEM may be a mechanism for 
NAFO Inspectors to enforce MARPOL Annex V obligations within the NRA. Contracting Parties agreed to 
continue discussions on this issue in advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting to facilitate further discussions on 
this proposal at the meeting.  

It was agreed that:  

• Contracting Parties will continue discussions on the marine pollution provisions in 
advance of the 2021 Annual Meeting to facilitate discussions at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  

22. Discussion on labour conditions onboard vessels 

This item was deferred.  

23. Discussion of the reporting of shark catches in the NAFO Regulatory Area 

Canada provided an update on behalf of the group that is working to develop a single methodology for the 
collection of information in Greenland sharks by Observers in NAFO. Canada noted that the group has 
developed a document based on the contributions from Contracting Parties comparing the methodologies 
currently in use and will continue to work toward the development of a proposal for the methodology and 
provide an update at the Annual Meeting. 

24. Implementation of the Performance Review Recommendations 

The Chair highlighted STACTIC WP 21-10 outlined the recommendations from the Performance Review that 
are relevant to STACTIC. Contracting Parties reviewed each of the proposed actions and provided updates 
outlined in STACTIC WP 21-10 (Revised).  

It was agreed that Contracting Parties will submit comments on the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State 
Performance by 01 September 2021. 

It was agreed that:  

• Contracting Parties will submit comments on the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Flag 
State Performance by 01 September 2021. 

• Contracting Parties will provide feedback on STACTIC WP 21-10 (Revised) by 14 June 
2021. 
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25. Issues relating to the impacts of COVID-19 

Contracting Parties shared their current experiences with the impacts related to the COVID-19 pandemic under 
this agenda item. The Chair highlighted that the Contracting Parties of NAFO are making efforts to cope in 2021 
with complying with the provisions of the NAFO CEM during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the situation 
with the pandemic changes rapidly, and some Contracting Parties have not started their fishing activity yet, 
therefore it is too early to assess the impact of COVID-19 to the implementation of the NAFO rules.  

26. Other business 

No other business was discussed.  

27. Time and place of next meeting 

The 2021 Annual Meeting will be held virtually from 20-24 September 2021.  

The working group to discuss the issue of bycatch, directed fisheries, discards and the elements necessary to 
adopt a landing obligation policy will take place prior to the 2021 Annual Meeting as outlined under agenda 
item 17.  

STACTIC also agreed to hold the working group meeting on STACTIC Participation prior to the Annual Meeting, 
and a poll will be circulated to Contracting Parties to select a date.  

28. Adoption of Report 

The report was adopted via correspondence following the end of the meeting.  

29. Adjournment 

The Chair noted that her term as chair will be up after the 2021 Annual Meeting and offered to put herself 
forward for another term, noting the official decision will be taken at the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 13:25UTC on 13 May 2021. The Chair thanked meeting participants for their 
cooperation and input. The participants likewise expressed their thanks and appreciation to the Chair for her 
leadership. 
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