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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR ("\ THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES -

e Proceedings No. 2

Serial No. 1406
(B. Proc.€.64}

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report of Meeting of Panel 1

Tuesday, 2 June, 2:30 p.m.

1. The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Mr. Mocklinghoff (Germany),
2. Rapporteur. Mr. Steinar Olsen (Norway) was appointed Rapporteur.
I

3. Agenda. The agenda was adopted.

4. Panel Memberships. There were no changes in panel member ships.

5. Meeting of Scientific Advisera.

The Report of the Meeting of Scientific Advisers was presented by Dr.
Paul Hansen {Denmark)., The report, attached as Appendix I, was approved
and the Panel agreed to

recommend (1)

that all countries having carried out tagging experiments in the Greenland
areas in post-war years should, as soon as possible, analyze their data
for the purpose of assessing the magnitude of interchange of cod stocks
between the areas mentioned, and report their findings, giving all par-
ticulars required for such a study, to the Secretariat in good time

prior to the next ICNAF meeting.

It further

recommends (2)

that a small working group be established, which during the next meeting
of the R & S Committee is to review and combine the material supplied,
and, if posaible, to give an overall estimate of the rate of emigration
from the ICNAF Subarea I to the East Greenland and Iceland areas, and

whether there has been any trend in recent years.

& Review of Conservation Measures.

There were no suggestions for new regulation measures, but in reply to
a question by U. K. all panel countries reported that they would have no
great difficulties in accepting a 120 mm cod-end mesh gize in the panel area,
for the purpose of establishing a uniform mesh size in all North Atlantic
waters. The meeting felt, however, that this question requires considera-
tion by other panels too, and, hence, no specific recommendation was made,

7. Future Research ;

Taking into account the information contained in the Report of the Meet-
ing of the Scientific Advisers, and the conclusions to be drawn from this,
the panel meeting expresged its concern about the possibilities of long-term
changes in the marine climate in Greenland waters, and their subsequent
impact on the fisheries.



10.

11,

The panel therefore wish to draw the attention of the R&S Committee to
the need for more environmental investigations (hydrography, meteorology
and ice conditions) and speedy reporting and pooling of the available bio-
logical data, with the aim of facilitating forecasts about the future of these
figheries.

Date and Place of Next Meeting.

The next meeting of Panel 1 will be held during the 15th Annual Meeting
of ICNAF.

Other Business.

Dr. Paul Hansen {Denmark) was re-elected Chairman of the Scientific
Advisers to Panel 1,

Panel Report.

It was agreed that the Chairman and the Rapporteur prepare the Panel
Report.

Adjournment,

The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p. m.
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THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES-

Proceedings No. 2
Appendix I

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report on Meeting of Advigers to Panel 1

Saturday, 30 May, 9:00 a.m.

1. Introduction. The meeting was cpened by the Chairman, Dr. Paul Hansen
(Denmark) with Dr.C. E. Lucas (U.K.) as Rapporteur. Representatives of all mem-
ber countries other than Spain attended the meetinge and received from the Chair-
man a valuable review of research undertaken in the area by member countries
during 1963, In addition the Chairman referred to the three extensive Norwestlant
surveys made by co-operative effort during the spring and early summer and to

the Continuous Plankton Recorder Surveya, both of which are reviewed in the
Report of the Environmental Subcommittee (Proceedings No. 1, Appendix VI).

2. Conditions in 1963,

Points of especial interest in the Chairman's Report concerned the evidence

that
{a)

(b)
{c)

(d)

{e)

{£)

(g)
(k)

(i)

(i

(k)

(1

1963, like 1962, was colder than in recent years.
zooplankton development, particularly of Calanus, was later than usual.

despite a good spawning, cod Jarvae were unusually few, as also red-
fish larvae, perhaps in relation to the scarcity of their food.

the inshore cod fishery operated by the Greenlanders has been a

EOOI’ one. *

while Germany, Iceland and the United Kingdom had increased cod
landings, those of Portugal, the USSR, Norway, France and Spain
diminished.

total cod landings decreased from about 450,000 tons to 380, 000 tons.

the total landings of redfiah decreased from some 60,000 tons to 43,000,

catches of cod in 1964 are likely to depend principally on the 1956 and
1957 year-classes.

among the young cod the year—lasses 1960 and 1961 appear to be
good ones.

while increases in the catches of Gadus ogac and Greenland halibut
might suggest some evidence of generally cooler conditions, the
increasing stock of haddock off Southern Greenland and its good
growth rate, and the first captures of plaice off Greenland, provide
contrary evidence.

recent cod-tagging experiments promise to provide an unusually high
proportion of returns from the Icelandic fisheries.

increased catches of salmon by the Greenlanders are providing
interesting returns from salmon tagged on both sides of the Atlantic.




3. Disd¢uasion

An intensive discussion centred on thtee main points: (a) the status of the
main fisheries, (b) cod migrations and {¢) the salmon fishery,

(a} Reference was made to changes in the commercial fisheries and the
fact that good year-classes do not appear to last as long as they once did. Evi-
dence was also given that unusually good cod fishing off Iceland tends to coincide
with unusually good Greenland year-classea., The importance of hydrographical
and meteorological conditions wag noted and the need for more research in
these fields stressed.

Reference was made repeatedly to evidence provided-in the Report of
the Assessment Subcommittee, and the attention of the Panel ia drawn particular-
ly to Tables 1 and 2 in that report and Figs. 1A and 3, The first table reviews
landings over the period 1957-63, and catches per day's absence as illuatrated
in Fig. 1A, together with estimates of fishing Sctivity., Fig.3 is provided there
to relate yield to fishing intensity, dnd in Table 2 the Subcommittee has pro-
vided its best eastimates of the positions occupied by the principal gubarea
fisheries on the curves of Fig. 3.

After reviewing the principal changes in the fisheries (page 3) the
Subcommittee points out (page 3) how a rapidly developed fishery on a previous-
ly unexploited accumulation of a long-lived species of fish can over a year or so
provide a much bigger catch than could ever be obtained on a sustained yield.
They go on to say that for nearly all the stocks which are or were of major im-
portance the fishing intensity is around that giving the maximum yield. Fur-
ther increases can at best increase the yield only slightly and sustained
increases are likely to reduce the long-term catch per unit of effort almost in
proportion. Expansion in the northern areas {page 7) has evidently resulted
from the exploitation of new grounds and the increased effectivenessa of the
search and selectivity of fishing. Few major areas remain where fishing hae not
been attempted. Prospects for continued expansion are therefore more limited
than in the south, although the Subcommittee go on to consider the possibility
that fisheries might be developed on other species.

{b} Following the discussions on cod migrations between Greenland and
Iceland, reference was made to an earlier recommendation about the pooling of
tagging results and the group of advisers decided to propose to the Panel that
the available information on such migrations, especially from Greenland to
Iceland, should be assembled and reviewed for the information of the Agsessment
Subcomrnittee, as soon as possible; it is expected that a specific recommendation
will be introduced at the Panel Meeting.

{c) The new information regarding migrations of salmon from Eastern
Canada and Western Europe to West Greenland was discussed with interest and
it is expected that discussions will be held between Greenland and the United
Kingdom about the possibilities of a joint research programme. It was decided
to recommend

that Dr. Hanaen be requested to assemble all the available informa-
tion about relevant taggings and returns and report at the next
meeting. Scientistes of member countries are urged to assist Dr.
Hansen in this important task in every way they can.
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Serial No. 1408
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Proceedings No. 3

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report of Meeting of Panel 4

Wednesday, 3 June, 2:35 p.m.

L. The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Captain Tavares de Almeida
(Portugal).

2. Rapporteur, Dr, W. Templeman {Canada) was appecinted Rapporteur.
3. Agenda. The agenda was adopted without change.

4, Panel Memberships. All member countries were represented. . There were
no new requests for membership and no resignations.

5. Report of Chairman of Scientific Advisers. Mr. R, H, Letaconnoux {France)
reviewed the Report of the Chairman of Scientific Advisers to Panel 4
(Document No.105). The Report was approved.

6. Report on Meeting of Scientific Advisers, Mr. Letaconnoux also presented
the Report of the Meeting of the Scientific Advisers to Panel 4 (Proceedings
No. 3, Appendix ). It was agreed that this report be attached as an Appendix
to the Panel Report.

7. Future research required. It was agreed that thie subject had been adequate-
ly dealt with in the Meeting of Scientific Advisers.

8. Date and place of next meeting. It was agreed that the Scientific Advisers
to the Panel will meet in the week preceding the 1965 Annual Meeting.

9. Other business, Mr. MacKenzie {Canada) gave notice to the Panel that
propoBals would be advanced by Canada, in time to be included in the Agenda
for the 1965 Annual Meeting, on the subject of changing the 10% exemption
clause for regulated species taken incidentally to the fishery for non-
regulated apecies.

10, Approval of Panel Report. It was ag?eed that the Ghairman and Rapporteur
prepare the Panel Report.
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THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES -

Proceedinge No. 3

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report on Meeting of Advisers to Panel 4

Saturday, 30 May, 4:00 p.m.

The Scientific Advisers met under the Chairmanship of Mr. Letaconnoux
(France) with Y. Jean {Canada) as Rapporteur. Other participants were G.
Cannone and F, Mazzeo (Italy}, R. Monteiro (Portugal}, W.R._Martin, W.C.
MacKenzie, P.P.Russell, W, Templeman, J.C.Medcof, F. D.McCracken,
L. M. Dickie and E, J, Sandeman (Canada), H. W, Graham, D.R.McKernan,
B.E. Skud, J.B.Skerry and R, C, Hennemuth (USA), A.S. Bogdanov, 5. A.
Studenetsky and V. Nikolaev (USSR). .

The Chairman gave a summary of his Report on Researches and Status
of the Figheries in Subarea 4 {Document No.105). The Report was discussed
and a few amendments were made by the Advisers. The Report was then ap-
proved in its amended form.,

The Chairman asked for comments on Item 6 of the agenda for Panel 4
Meeting: "Review of Conservation Meagures and Requirements''. Dr. Dickie,
Chairman of the Assessment Subcommittee, presented a summary of assess-
ment of Subarea 4 rescurces. Redfish is the only species for which additional
rmesh assessment information has been obtained beyond the 1961 Assessment
Report (Supplement to Annual Proceedings Vol. 11, 1962). The use of any
mesh larger than 4 inches would result in immediate and probably also long-
term losses,

The use of 5 inch mesh in the fisheries for regulated species would have
only minor long-term effects, ranging from small losses to amall benefits.
The anticipated effects on 4T cod and 4VW haddock are not clear. More data
on mortality rates, recruitment and growth are needed.

It is felt that most stocks in Subarea 4 have reached or passed the maxi-
mum in the yield-fishing intensity curve and that an increase in fishing activity
would give a marked reduction in the catch per unit-fishing intenaity, though
not necessarily a reduction in total cateh. Changes in these fisheries have
taken place through the addition of new species. Possible changes in the
balance of species complex should be evaluated, More research in this field
is needed.

Mr. Hennemuth (USA) pointed out that US catch-effort data on redfish,
although preliminary, indicate that fishing effort on the Nova Scotia Banks
stock is below that which should pive the maximum yield.

Dr. Martin (Canada) raised the question of by-catches of regulated species
in fisheries for non-regulated species with amall-mesh neta. Dr. Medcof
(Canada) noted from Document No. 105 that about 8% of total haddock and 5%
of total cod landings in Subarea 4 came from these fisheries, Dr. Graham
{USA), Dr. Bogdanov (USSR) and Dr. McCracken {Canada) agreed on the
need for information on regulated speciea caught and landed ae by-catch.
However, Dr, Graham (USA} and Dr, Bogdanov {USSR) pointed out that it is
difficult to obtain such information since it involves sampling at sea. Both
USA and USSR, however, will make every effort to obtain information on quan-
tities and sizes of regulated species caught {including discards) in fisheries
for non-regulated species in Subarea 4.
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At the Chairman's request, the representatives outlined the programs of
research in Subarea 4 for the ensuing year. Hydrographic surveys are planned
by USSR, USA and Canada. Groundfish aurveys will be conducted by Canada in
4T, 4W and 4X and by USA in 4X. Biological studies on haddock, redfish, her-
ring, benthic communities and food of fish will be continued in 4X by USA,
Research on cod, haddock and other groundfish, swordfish, tuna and herring
will be continued, and a study of species associations will be initiated by Canada.
Observations on distribution, stocks, ages and mortality rates of silver hake
and herring will be continued by USSR, Tagging of silver hake and herring by
USSR and of cod by Canada are planned for the ensuing year.

The Scientific Advisers agreed that there was no need for further meeting
before the next Annual Meeting.

Mr. Letaconnoux (France) was elected Chairman of Scientific Advisers to
Panel 4 for the coming year.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p. m.
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report of Meeting of Panel 2

Tuesday, 2 June, 11:45 a. m.

1 The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Mr. H. Gardner {(United
Kingdom).

2. Rapporteur. Dr. W. Templeman {Canada) was appointed Rapporteur.
3. Agenda. The Agenda was adopted without change,

4. Panel Memberships. All member countries were represented.” There were
no new requests for member ship and no resignations.

5. Report of Chairman of Scientific Advisers. Dr. A.S. Bogdanov (USSR} pre-
sented the Report of the Chairman of Scientific Advisers to Panel 2 (Document
No.109). This report was approved.

6. Report on Meeting of Scientific Advisers. Dr. Bogdanov also presented the
Report of the Meeting of the Scientific Advisers to Panel 2 (Proceedings
No.4, Appendix I). It was agreed that this Report be attached as an Appen-
dix to the Panel Report.

7. Review of conservation measures and requirements. The Chairman noted
that the Scientific Advisers had no recommendations for further conservation
measurea; but thought the Panel might helpfully discuss whether, in due .
course, it would be acceptable on administrative grounds to coneider altering
the Subarea 2 mesh regulation (4 1/2 inches) presently recommended, but not
yet approved by all member countries, to conform with that adopted for the
North-East Atlantic Convention Area. No doubt this po g8ibility would also
come forward for discussion on other panels.

(2) Portugal. (Captain de Almeida) was prepared to accept a mesh size of
120 mm for the subarea if a similar size were to be adopted for all of
the Convention Area.

(b) Canada. (Mr. MacKenzie) explained that a larger mesh would be dis-
advantageous if applied in southern subareas and, therefore, reserved
his country's position.

(c) USSR (Mr. Kamentsev) would agree to a 120 mm mesh for this subarea.

(d) Germany (Mr. Macklinghoff) agreed that in principle it would be useful
to have the same mesh size as in the Northeast Atlantic.

{e) Spain {Dr. Rodriguez-Martin) said that it would be useful to have the
same mesh throughout the area but thia could invelve difficulties in
more southern panels and would need to be discussed in the meetings
of the full Commission.

(f} France {Mr. Letaconnoux) would be agreeable to 120 mm.

(g} Poland. No comments.
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The Chairman said it would be premature for Panel 2 to reach a conclusion
on this subject; but the course of the discussion would be reported to the Com-
mission, which could, at the same time, take into account discussions on other
Panels, He would also report the matter to the ad hoc Committee, which was
considering the posaibilities of assimilating practxces in the two Convention
Areas.

Future research required. It was agreed that this subject had been adequate-

1y dealt with in the Meeting of Scientific Adviaers.

Date and place of next meetin It was agreed that the Scientific Advisers to
4% g

the Panel will meet in the week preceding the 1965 Annual Meeting.

Other business. Nil.

Approval of Panel Report. It was agreed that the Chairman and Rapporteur
prepare the Panel Report.
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THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

Proceedirigs No. 4
Appendix I

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report on Meeting of Advigsers to Panel 2

Saturday, 30 May, 11:00 a.m.

The Chairman, Dr. Bogdanov {USSR), presided at the meeting, and repre-
sentatives were present from the following countries: Canada, France,
Germany, Poland, Portugal, USSR, UK. Representatives of Iceland, Norway
and Denmark attended as cbservers.

Mr, E.J, Sandeman {Canada) agreed to act as Rapporteur,

The Chairman drew the attention of the committee to his summary report
of the research work carried out in the area and remarks on the status of
the fisheries (Document No, 109), A brief summary of this document was
presented by the Rapporteur and following discussion of the report by the
group it was adopted aubject to minor editorial amendments.

The advisers agreed that, in the light of the data available to them, no
further measures of regulation were justified at this time.

The Chairman of the Gear and Selectivity Subcommittee reported to the
advisers concerning the desirability of further information on gear selec-
tivity in the subarea. Although some data are available concerning trawl
selectivity of cod in the subarea, the advisers agreed that emphasis should
be placed on the recommendation of the Gear and Selectivity Subcommittee
that further data are required, particularly on the selection of the nets of
the large stern trawlers and especially during the period of the spring cod
fishery. The advisers agreed that it was important that countries should
continue to collect girth, weight and length data in their fisheries. (See
Recommendations of Gear and Selectivity Subcommittee).

The advisers took note of several points included in the report of the
Asgsessment Subcommittee and it was noted that the total landings have de-
creased rather sharply from 1961 through 1962 to 1963. Furthermore, as
the fishery in this area is not in an equilibrium condition, there is only
scanty knowledge of long-term yields. At present it appears that most of
the major stocks are now exploited and unless new resocurces are found the
catch per unit effort might be expected to decline rather sharply if the
effort continues to increase,

It was agreed that the otolith photograph exchange program was a valu-
able exercise and that investigations should continue attempts at reaching
standardisation of the methods of age esatimation. The group also endorsed
the recommendation of the Ageing Subcommittee that studies of validation
of otolith age-reading methods in all species of fish be vigorously pursued
py 2ll member countries.

The advisers agreed that it was desirable that exchanges of information
7 tagging programs should not be unduly delayed, In general it was ap-
varent that at present the cod tagging programs of USSR and Canada were
. umplementary and that whereas the main USSR effort towards the tagging
of cod occurred in the offshore area, that of Canada occurred inshore.

Plans for research in the subarea were discuased.
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The advisers emphasized how, in this area where a large part of the
total landings are from fisheries on the spring concentrations of cod and
redfish, the presence of ice could exert a considerable effect on the fish-
ery, and they urged countries fishing in the area during this season to
report on the ice conditions and the effects that these may have on the
fishery,

Dr. Bogdanov was re-elected Chairman of the Scientific Advisers to
Panel 2.
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ANNUAL MEETING -~ JUNE 1964

Report of Meeting of Panel 5

Tueaday, 2 June, 2:30 p.m.

Participants: USA: H, W, Graham, A.W.Anderson, D, L, McKernan, J. A. Slater,
F.P.Briggs, R. W, Green, W.L.Sullivan, Thomas Fulham, Commdr, Hagan,
Raymond Kershaw, Jake Dykstra, Richard Hennemuth, Jack Skerry; USSR:

S. A, Studenetsky, V,M.Nikolaev; Canada: W. Templeman, J.H. LeBreton,

L. M, Dickie, Yves Jean, F, D, McCracken, Jack B. Estey, W.R.Martin, Paul
P. Ruasell, J.C.Medcof, J. H. MacKichan, W.C.MacKenzie; Guest: W.M.
Chapman,

1, The Chairman, Mr. W.C.MacKenzie {Canada), opened the meeting.

2. Dr, H. W. Graham (USA) agreed to act as Rapporteur,

3. The agenda ﬁs adopted without change.

4, Review of Panel membership. No changes were suggested.

5. Dr. C. Medcof. {Canada), who substituted for Dr.J, L, Hart (Canada}, as

Chairman of the Scientific Advisers to Panel 5, read the Chairman's report
of the status of the fisheries and research carried out in the subarea during
1963 (Document No. 106, revised) and the report of the meeting of scientific
advisers held on 30 May, 1964, in Hamburg (Proceedings No.5, Appendix
D.

The Panel accepted the Scientific Advisers' report and agreed it should
be attached to the Panel report as an appendix.

6. Dr. Graham {(USA) reviewed the report of ad hoc group on herring and
other pelagic species {Prdceedings No, 1, Appendix I).

7. The Panel noted that cod had been landed from the subarea by Japan
during the last year although only in very small quantity.

8. The USSR reported that the statements regarding mortality of silver
hake in Subarea 5 contained in their research report are only provisional.
Since research on this species has been carried out only for two or three
years, it is too early to draw definite conclusions regarding them.

9. In discussing the question of extending mesh regulations to include
vellowtail flounder, Mr. Hennemuth {(USA) referred to a paper by Mr, Lux
(USA) which will appear in the first issue: of the ICNAF Research Bulletin,
This report relates the fishing effort to the yield of yellowtail flounder over
a l4-year period. It was concluded that the long-term variations in abund-
ance of yellowtails could not be related to fishing intensity, and, hence,
were probably due to natural causes and not to the effects of fishing at levels
of intensaity thus far experienced. The US alsoc reported that it is completlng
studies of validation of age readings in this species.

The Panel agreed that there should not be any changes in the existing
mesh regulationg in Subarea 5 at this time.

THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC RSHERIES -



10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

-2 -

Dr. Graham {USA) reviewed the working of the 10% annual exemption in
the US. The Panel agreed that their annual reporting on this subject should
be continued although perhaps in modified form and that the US should make
every effort to provide information on the sizes of regulated species taken
by the vessels operating under the annual exemption.

The Panel noted that scientiasts from Canada and the US plan to hold an
informal mid-year meeting to discusa sea scallop research pertinent to poa.
sible regulation of this fishery. A discussion of sea scallop problems
generally followed that as reported in the meeting of scientific advisers,

Mr. Fulham {USA) raised the queation of studying the parasites of red-
fish which are such a nuisance in this fishery. Dr. Templeman {Canada)
advocated a study of this problem in the Gulf of Maine stating that another
pocket of infection occurs in Hamilton Inlet but that there, due to the
weather, it is not poseible to study it year round.

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Panel should be held during
the next Anmual Meeting.

The Panel agreed to have the Chairman and Rapporteur prepare the
report of their meeting for circulation to individual countries for approval.

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p. m.
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964 .

Report on Meeting of Advisers to Panel 5

Saturday, 30 May, 9:00 a.m.

Participants:-

Chairman: J.C.Medcof

Rapporteur: H.W. Graham

Canada: W,R.Martin, F.D, McCracken, L.M, Dickie, Y. Jean, W.
Templeman, P.P.Russell, W,C,MacKenzie

Norwax: S. Olsen

USSR: A.S.Bogdanov, S.A.Studenetsky, V. Nikolaev .

USA: D. McKernan, R. Hennemuth, B_E. Skud, J. B, Skerry

The Chairman opened the meeting at 9:00 a. m. by stating that there
wapg a conflict in meeting times and that the USSR participants would like to
be excused as scon as possible in order to atterid the meeting of scientific
advisers to Panel 1. Accordingly the Chairman suggested and the group
agreed that items of interest to the USSR would be dealt with first,

The Chairman presented his summary report of the status of the fisher-
ies and research conducted in the subarea in 1963 distributed aa Document
No.106. A number of sugpgestions were made regarding minor changes in this
document and the Chairman agreed to incorporate these into his revision of
the document before subrnission to the Panel at its meeting the following week.
With this proviso the advieers approved the report,

Silver Hake

The group tock note of the increased catch of silver hake in the subarea
and expressed its pleasure with the research reports of the USSR which pre-
sented statistics on catch, effort, age-composition, mortality rates and
other biological parameters. Reference was made to the consideration of
these reports by the Assessment Subcommittee and to its suggeation that the
studies of mortality rates be intensified and reported in more detail next year.

In thie connection it was agreed that silver hake otoliths should be ex-
changed between Canada, USSR and USA, to compare methods of ageing in
this species. Dr. Studeneteky was designated liaison officer for USSR for
this exchange. The Woods Hole Laboratory of the USA agreed to coordinate
this exchange.

Canada reported that she took no silver hake from Subarea 5 in 1963 but
that she would conduct studies of apecies association and mortality rates and
expected to report on thege etudies at the next annual meeting.

Herring

The reports on this species were previously consideréd by the ad hoc
group on-herring and other pelagic species which met the previous week
(Proceedings No. 1, Appendix I). ‘Dr. Graham agreed to review their report
at the Panel meeting.
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Minimum Mesh Sizes

A general diacussion was held on the effect of mesh size.on a number
of specien of fish and of how the group could advise the panel on guestions
that might arise regarding mesh sizesn.

8.1 Mesh Regulation for Flounders, The yellowtail flounder is the
principal speciea of flounder taken in the subarea. Itis fished by the USA
primarily with 4 1/2"-5" mesh but a small amount is taken in the mixed
yellowtail-industrial fishery with amall mesh nets. The USA reported
considerable discards of small fish at mid-season because recruitment was
high (Document No, 75}, The mortality rates of this population are not
known but are under study, The effects of past fishing on these stocks have
not been assesned. However it was the view of the meeting that at present
there ia no need for including flounder among the regulated species and
that regulation of this species would pose complicated exemption problems.

8.2 Mesh size for regulated species, Referring to an iteni in the
proceedings of last year's meeting, the question of the effect of increasing
mesh size to conform with the eastern North Atlantic was raised, Refer-
ence was then made to the Assessment Report which indicates that increas-
ing mesh size to 5 inches in Subarea 5 would result in immediate losses of
5% and no long-term gains for cod, and 14% immediate losses with 1%
long-term gains for haddock,

10% Annual Exemptions

The U, S, presented {ts annual report on the operation of their exemp-
tions in the subarea (Document No, 11), The possibility of discontinuing
these reports was discussed, It was pointed out that such reporting is no
longer required by the Commission but that it doss provide useful informa-
tion. The valus to the Commission's scientists is limited as they do not
report the landings under the trip sxemption, The group noted that there
has been a slight increase in the amount of haddock landed under the annual
exemption, amounting to 5,9 million pounds in 1963. Canada indicated the
importance of obtaining information on the size of fish landed by exempted
vessels, This led to a general discussion of the importance of getting size-
composition of by-catchea of regulated species.

By-Catches

There is & need for knowing the sizes of regulated species taken by
the herring fishery, the whiting fishery, the industrial fishery, and the
fisheries for other unregulated species. Both the USSR and the USA reported
that this information is difficult to obtain becauss it requires sampling at
sez. However, both countries agreed to make svery effort to obtain such
information.

Ses Scallops

The advisers agreed that the decrease in landings in 1963 probably
stemmed from decreases in recruitment from the high level reached in
1959, It noted the probable value of increasing the age at first capture and
the failure, so far, of efforts to develop an effective savings gear simply
by enlarging the metal rings that form the mesh of the dredge. Alternative
conservation methoda were discussed including a minimum legal size limit
based either on the size of the shell or the size of the shucked meat (adduc-
tor muscle) or both, It was agreed that these and other possibilities
should be studied.
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Both Canada and USA have information on the subject and it was agreed
that inveatigators should digest their data and meet about December 1964,

{1) to review and integrate results and make them available to the
Commission,

(2) to plan further studies of {a) Scallop biology, (b) log book records
of the changing fishery, and (c) the possibilities of developing
"savings' characteristics in the dredges themselves and on methods
of handling (8creening) scallopa after they reach the deck.

12, Tagging

A review of current and planned fish tagging programe in the subarea
showed that there was no overlapping and no need 8o far for special co-
ordination, It was agreed to continue the card system of reporting to the
Secretariat and to review results at the regular annual meetings.

13, Time and Place of Next Meeting

It was agreed that no meeting of this group would be required before
the next Annual Meeting of the Commission,

14, Election of Chairman

Both Canada and the US agreed that the next Chairman of Scientific
Advisers to Panel 5 should be a member of the USSR delegation and the
USSR delegation designated Dr, Studenetsky. This wase approved unani-
mously,

15. The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p. m.
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Report of Meeting of Panel 3

Wednesday, 3 June, 9:00 a.m.

1. The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Mr. V.M. Kamentaev (USSR).
2. Rapporteur. Mr.E.J, Sandeman (Canada) was appointed Rapporteur.
3. Agenda. The agenda was adopted.

4. Panel Membership. There were no changes in panel memberships.

5. Review of Fisheries and Research. The Chairman of the Scientific Advisers
to Panel 3, Dr. Templeman {Canada}, reviewed his report on the atatus of
fisheries and researches in Subarea 3 during 1963 (Document No. 108). As it
was the wish of the meeting to consider agenda items 6 and 7 in conjunction
with item 5, this item was not discussed at this time,

6. Review of conservation measures and requirements. The Chairman of the
Scientific Advisers to Panel 3, Dr. Templeman (Canada}, read the report of
the meeting of these advisers and the report waa adopted (Appendix I). It
was unanimously agreed that the members of Panel 3 were deeply appreciative
of the invaluable service which Dr. Templeman has rendered to the Panel for
80 many years.

7. Future Research Requirements, Theae were dealt with under item 6 above,

8. Next meeting, The next meeting of Panel 3 will be held during the 15th
Annual Meeting in 1965,

9. Other business. Mr. Russell {Canada) gave notice that Canada would like to
have introduced to Subarea 3, Divisions N, O and P, an annual exemption
regulation similar to that now in effect for Subarea 5, with an amendment to
Section D, subeection 1, of these regulations, to read as follows:

", ..or so long as such a person does not catch, in any period of
twelve months, regulated species in total quantities for all regulated
- - species in excess of 10% of all the trawl caught fish taken by such
persons in that period of twelve months. "

It was decided that this matter should be referred to the ad hoc Committee
for Trawl Regulations and to the Standing Committee on Research and
Statistics.

10. Approval of Panel Report, It waa agreed that the draft report would be sub-
mitted to each delegation for approval.

11. The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a. m.
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Report on Meeting of Advisers to Panel 3

Saturday, 30 May, 2:30 p.m.

1. The Chairman, Dr. W, Templeman {Canada), presided at the meeting,
and representatives were present from the following countries: Canada,
France, Italy, Poland, Portugal, USSR, UK and USA. A representative of
Japan was present as an observer.

2. Mr. E. J, Sandeman (Canada) was appointed Rapporteur.
3. The Chairman summarised the report on research and the status of the

fishery in Subarea 3 (Document No. 108) and this was approved subject to
minor additions and editorial amendments.

4, The attention of the Scientific Advisers was drawn to the valuable
graphic and tabular summaries contained in the figures and tables of the
report of the Assessment Subcommittee.

5. Dr. L. M. Dickie (Canada) apoke on the work of the Assessment Subcom-
mittee. He emphasized that the changes in the fish stocks of Subarea 3 are
more complex than in the other aubareas and thus it is difficult to make
general statements regarding them. However, taking cognizance of this it
seems likely that most of the major fisheries of the subarea are in the neigh-
bourhood of their maximum sustained yield. In view of the possibility that
changes in the relative productioh - of the different fish species may be con-
siderably influenced by interactions between these and/or other species, the
Scientific Advisers noted that it was most important to obtain as much infor-
mation as possible, and endorsed this point as recorded in the report of the
Assesament Subcommittee, '

6. In introducing the discuasion on the co-ordination of tagging programs,
the Chairman read Recommendation 31 of the 1963 meetings of the Research
and Statisticsa Committee (Redbook 1963, Part I, p.55). The advisers en-
dorsed this and agreed that it was desirable that exchanges of information on
tagging programs should not be unduly delayed. Furthermore they agreed
that more information was required on the time, location and purposes of
the various tagging programs and that this should be reported by including a
atatement in the national reviews of forthcoming research.

7. The Chairman reiterated a plea for co-operation of all ICNAF countries
in returning taps and urged that ICNAF scientists take an intereat in improv-
ing tag returna by their own countries. The advisers were unanimous in
their support of thia extremely important subject.

8. Scientists of member countries reviewed their research programs for
the ensuing year,

Canada. Market sampling of inshore and offshore fisherits, research
veesel sampling of all major commercial species, usual hydrographic work,
cod tagging in various inshore and offshore areas.

France. No special biological research work, although some hydro-
graphic observations will be made as usual.
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Italy. No Italian vessels will fish in this subarea in 1964 and no
research will be carried out.

Poland. Sampling of major commercial species will continue during
three commercial trips to the Convention Area.

Fortugal. As in previous years, the major species will be sampled
on commercial vessels.

Spain, Although no scientific adviser was present at the meeting, it
is indicated that sampling will continue with emphasis on cod and haddock
(ICNAF Serial No.1271). '

USSR. Will continue to investigate many phases of the fishery in-
cluding hydrography, plankton and the distribution of fish by area and
depth, Work will be carried out on research and scouting vessels as well
ae on commmercial vessels.

United Kingdom. No special research except for the Continuous
Plankton Recorder program.

United States. US Coast Guard vessels working for the International
Ice Patrol will do their usual hydrographic work in the subarea.

The observer from Japan told the Group of his country's intentions
to obtain some data on their commercial vessels and stated that if pos-
gible this would be presented to the Secretariat.

The next meeting of Scientific Advisers to Panel 3 will be held in
1965 in conjunction with the Annual Meeting.

Dr.H. W. Graham (US) was elected Chairman of the Scientific
Advisers to Panel 3 for the ensuing year.
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Report of First Meeting of Commissioners

Monday, 1 June, 4:15 p.m.

1. The Chairman, Mr. Sunnanaa, opened the meeting. Representatives
from all countries were then asked to consider Items 13, 14, 15 and 18 of the
Plenary Agenda, These items were referred fo the Meeting of Commissioners
by the First Plenary.

2, Mr. Briggs {(USA) expressed the concern of the US delegation at the
trends in fishing activity and landings as presented in the Provisional Report
presented by the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Regearch and Statis-
tics at the First Plenary session. He stressed the importance of the need for
the Commission to take steps to decide courses of action which might be taken
to ensure maintenance of the maximum sustained yield from the fisheries in

the Convention Area. He also expressed concern at the considerable time lapse
before adoption of the Commission's proposals for amendments to the Convention
and for international regulation of the trawl fisheries (Item 15 "Consideration of
procedures for bringing into effect proposals adopted by the Commission' of the
Flenary Agenda) and moved that the problem be referred to the Standing Com-
mittee on Finance and Administration. This proposal was agreed to by the
Commissioners.

3. Attention of the Commissioners was drawn to Plenary Agenda Item 14
Status of recommendations adopted by the Commission'. The 1964 Meeting
Document No, 5 on this subject was then referred to the Commissioners for in-
formation.

4, Mr. Mdcklinghoff (Federal Republic of Germany), the ICNATF observer
at the May 1964 meeting of NEAFC, in speaking to Item 13 "Joint Enforcement
System for ICNAF Trawl Regulations' of the Plenary Apgenda, reported that
NEAFC had set up 2 special committee to study the practical problems involved
in the establishment of international measures of control and present suggestions
at its next meeting, Mr, Fulham (USA) suggested that the ad hoc Committee on
Trawl Regulations be asked to study the problem and recommend the next step

to be taken towards establishing poasible international measures of control.

The meeting agreed to this proposal,

5. Item 18 "Adequacy of present measures for conservation of fisheries
in the Convention Area', with the agreement of the meeting, was deferred to a
later Meeting of Commissionera,

6. The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 4:45 p. m,
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Report of First Plenary Session

Monday, 1 June, 11:30 a.m.

Itermn 1. Opening. The First Plenary Session was convened by the Chairman
of the Commission, Mr. K, Sunnanaa (Norway). All member coun-
tries as well as observers from FAO andJapan were present,

Item 2. Agenda. The agenda was adopted as presented.
Item 3. Publicity. It was agreed that the Chairman of the Commission and

the Chairman of the Standing Committees on Research and Statistics
and Finance and Administration and Mr. Mébcklinghoff (Federal
Republic of Germany) would consatitute a committee to control
policy regarding publicity,

Item 4. Fanel Member ship. No applications were received for panel mem-
ber ship which remains at 37.

Items 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. Finance and Administration. These Iterns were referred
to the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration to consider
and report upon at a later Plenary Session.

Items 10, 11 and 12, Trawl Regulationa. These Items were referred to an ad
hoc Committee on Trawl Regulations which was set up by the Plenary
with Mr. Gardner (UK) as Chairman; the Committee to coneist of
one delegate from each of the 13 member countries.

Iterns 13, Joint Enforcement, 14, Status of Commission Proposals, and 15,
Effecting Commission Proposals. These Items were referred to a
meeting of Commissioners.

Item l6. Conservation of Seals, This Item was considered and reference made
by the Executive Secretary to 1964 Meeting Document No. 5 on the
status of [CNAF proposala. Since all member countries had not de-
posited letters of ratification or adherence, no formal action regard-
ing the establishment of a panel for harp and hood seals could be
taken. The Executive Secretary drew attention to the Canadian
information paper, 1964 Meeting Document No. 101, which reviewa
the fishery and research on seals in the Northwestern Atlantic,

Item 23. Report of Standing Committee on Research and Statistica. The
Plenary recessed at 12:01 p.m. for lunch and reconvened at 2:40
p.m. to hear Mr. Beverton, Chairman of the Standing Committee on
Research and Statiastics, make a provisional verbal report on results
of studies and recommendations of the Committee and its Subcom-
mittees. The Provisional Report of the Standing Committee on
Research and Statistics with 8 Subcommittee reports as appendices
(1964 Meeting Proceedings No. 1 with Appendices I-VIII} formed the
basis for Mr. Beverton's presentation. The Chairman commended
Mr. Beverton and the Research and Statistics Committee workers,
on behalf of the Commisaion, for the report and its presentationkand
asked the meeting for comments. Mr. MacKenzie (Canada) proposed
and the meeting agreed that the Provisional Report of the Standing
Committee on Research and Statistica should be referred to the
Standing Committee on Finance and Administration for consideration
of those recommendations involving additional expenditures.




tem 17.

Item 18.

Items 19,

Conservation Requirements, The Plenary noted that a Teport on this
itern was included in the Proviasional Report of the Standing Committee
on Reaearch and Statistics and that no major revieion of assessments
for the fisheries referred to in this item of the agenda was oifered,
beyond those given in the 1963 Redbook {p. 37) for redfish in Division
3NO and for redfish and other species in Subareas 4 and 5 given inthe
1961 Mesh Assessment Report,

Adequacy of Conservation Measurea. After hearing Mr. Beverton
report on this item from the Provisional Report of the Standing Com-
mittee on Research and Statistice, the Plenary agreed that this item
be referred for consideration to a meeting of Commissioners. ‘

Fishing and Navigational Practices, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27.

The Plenary agreed that these itema should be dealt with at a later
meeting of the Plenary.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p. m.
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Report of Second Meeting of Commissioners

Tuesday, 2 June, 4:30 p.m.

1. The Chairman, Mr. Sunnanaa, opened the meeting. It was agreed that
there should be no changes made in the timetable for all meetings except the
Final Plenary session which should take place at 10 a.m. instead of 11 a.m. on
Saturday, 6 June.

2. The meeting approved the Report of the First Meeting of Commissioners
{Proceedings No. 7} held on 1 June.

3, The Chairman called for coneideration of Plenary Agenda Item 18
*Adequacy of present measures for conservation of figheries in the Convention
Area', He drew attention to paragraph 9(b) of the Provisional Report of the
Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (Proceedings No. 1) which states

"Regearch and Statistics respectfully submit that to judge whether ox
not regulations are 'adequate’ in the wider sense involves ma.jor
questions of policy which are outside its competence. The attempt
has, however, been made at this meeting to give the kind of scien-
tific advige which the Commission would need to decide whether or
not the existing regulations are adequate, and what other kinde of
regulations, if any, might need to be considered."”

and asked Mr. Beverton, as Chairman of R&S, to expand on this statement.

Mr. Beverton referred to the first part of the Report (paragraph 2(d)). He
pointed out that the Committee's analysis and interpretation of trends in the
Convention Area showed that in rmost major fisheries {e.g. cod and haddock)
landings have not increased ae much as fishing activity and ae a consequence the
overall catch per unit fishing activity has dropped by about 40% since 1957,
Analyses further show that mesh size regulations, while helping to keep up total
yield, are not "adequate" to offset the expected sharp downward trend in catch
per unit effort if fishing activity continuea to increase.

Mr. MacKenzie (Canada) was acknowledged by the Chairman and said
that the increasing intensity of fishing referred to by Mr. Beverton reflected
the activity of private enterprises, serving a market and trying to maximize
profit, and of state enterprises serving a budget or target and trying to maximize
some similar net economic yield. He pointed out that no one wae trying to maxi-
mize a sustainable yield of fish in physical terme - which seemed to be assumed
as the objective of ICNAF - and in any event, that would be an inappropriate ob-
jective of the Commission which was concerned with the management of fishery
resources that include a range of species among which there are inter-relation-
ships of a competitive nature. He understood that the maxima mentioned by
Mr. Beverton referred to yield per recruit and not to sustained yields in the
traditional sense.

Mr. MacKenzie pointed out that the question handed by the Commis-
sion last year to Mr. Beverton's committee had been handed back in effect with
the suggestion that it was essentially a policy question and must be dealt with by
Cominissioners themselves. He stated that if the Commissioners could formu-
late policy objectives, their scientific advisers might advise how these objectives
are to be achieved. What the scientific advisers needed from the Commissioners
was direction for their work in the future.
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He pointed out that the direction of a research program was relatively
simple for national purposes and in Canada, for example, it seemed to him {as
an economist) that the fisheries might be divided broadly into two main categor-
ies. On the one hand were those based on stocke in limited supply {(salmon,
lobster, etc.). As demand grew for the products of these fisheries it tended to
exert a continuous upward pressure on prices and at some points it might become
practicable to extend the supply by cultivation, In the case of the other category
of fisheries, e.g. those for groundfish and herring, products were comparatively
substitutable. As demand grew for these, therefore, industry was encouraged
to use more distant or less abundant stocks and new species.

Mr. MacKenzie stated that in the field of international resource
management, however, the problem became vastly more complex becaues nations
differed in their price structures, demand patterns and so on, but that Commis-
sioners could not escape the reaponsibility in this field.

Mr, Fulham (USA) agreed with Mr. MacKenzie and suggested that the
Commiasion was reaching the point where there is a question of what happens
when fishing effort gets too great. Since mesh regulations did not appear to
meet the conservation needs, something should be done to find out what other
methods might be used.

The Chairman agreed with the Canadian and U.5, Commissioners that
mesh regulations were not sufficient to preserve the fish stocks in the Convention
Area and that other means must be considered as soon as possible. He felt that
consideration must be given to the regulation of the intensity of fishing, and that,
if praaible, specific terms of reference should be given to R&S.

Mr. Beverton (U. K.) stated that the R&S could assess other possible
actions and their consequence for the Commission.

Mr. MacKenzie asked if the problem could be dealt with by the bio-
logiral sciences alone or should the research program of the Commission be
extended beyond present disciplines.

Mr. Beverton replied that the anawers are not wholly biological and
that there were social and economic questions involved. He pointed out that
gsome other international commiesions included other disciplines, and that
ICNAF could gain information through review and summary.

Dr. Lucas pointed out that the biologist could say what might happen
if certain policies were laid down.

The Chairman read from paragraph 2{d) of the Provisional Report of
the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics regarding the etate of the
stocks in subareas and proposed that the Executive Secretary, Mr. Beverton
and he prepare draft terma of reference for the Standing Committee on Research
and Statistics and place the draft before a meeting of Commiesioners to be held
3 June. This propoeal was accepted unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned by the Chairman at 5:30 p.m.
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Report of the First Meeting of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administratis

Item 1.

Item 2.

Item 3.

Item 4.

Item 5.

Item 6,

Item 7,

Item 9.

Item 10.

Item 11.

Tuesday, 2 June, 9:00 a. m.

The Chairman, Dr. H. MacKichan, welcomed official representatives
and advisers from all 13 member countries: Canada - MacKenzie,
Denmark - Skibsted, France - Lagarde, Federal Republic of Germany
- Mbcklinghoff, Iceland - Jonsson, Italy - Cannone, Norway - Olsen,
Poland - Chrzan, Portugal - Almeida, Spain - Rodriguez Martin,
USSR - Volkov, UK - Gardner, USA - Green.

Rapporteur. The Executive Secretary was appointed rapporteur for the
meeting.

Agenda. The agenda was adopted without change.

Audit. The Auditor's Report as published in the 1963 Annual Proceed-
ings Vol. 13 was tabled. The Committee

recommends (1)

that the Auditor's Report for 1962/63 be accepted
by the Commission.

Finance and Administration Report for 1963/64. The Report and its
provisional financial statements {1964 Meeting Document No. 70} was
reviewed by the Executive Secretary. The Committee having found
the report in order

recommends (2)

that the Finance and Administration Report for 1963/64 be
accepted by the Commission.

Panel Membership, The Committee's attention was drawn to 1964
Meeting Document No. 1 which showed panel memberships unchanged
at 37. No applications for membership were received in 1963/64.

Budget for 1964 /65 and Item 8, Estimates for 1965/66. These items
were deferred to a later meeting of F&A,

Secretariat office accommodation.—« The Committee was informed

that office space in the Bedford Institute of Oceanography was guaran-
teed for three years only from | August 1963. The Committee agreed
that no action was necessary and that the matter should be reviewed
at the next Annual Meeting,

Circulation of Agenda estimates. The Committee, after considera-

tion, agreed that draft agenda and budget estimatea and forecasts
should be circulated to member countries in January of each year.

Publicatiéns. This item was deferred to a later meeting of the Com-
mittee.
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Billing, The Committee agreed that date of billing member
countries in the next fiscal year should be 1 August 1964.

Next Meeting, This item was deferred to a later meeting of the
Committee.

Invitationa to 1965 Annual Meeting. The Committee agreed that the
Commission should continue to invite FAO, ICES, NEAFC, IOC and
seek to establish and maintain working arrangements with other pub-
lic international organizations with related objectives of management
of marine fishery resources in the North Atlantic.

Other Business. The Committee then considered

{a) The question of procedures for bringing into effect proposala
adopted by the Commisaion {Item 15 of the Plenary Agenda),
which item was referred to the Committee by the First Meeting
of Commissioners. The Committee agreed that the item would
be deferred, while a proposal from the U, 5, delegation relating
to the item was prepared and circulated for consideration before
discuasion at the next meeting of F&A,

{b) The Chairman then asked Mr. Beverton, Chairman of R&S, to
place before the Commitiee the proposals of R&5 which involved
finances. Mr. Beverton reported on the following four pro-
posals for consideration of F&A.

{1) Publication of Environmental Symposium
R &S recommended that, to meet the total cost of $12, 500
required to publish the Environmental Symposium by the
lowest cost method (offset), and in addition to the $7, 500 in-
cluded in the 1964/65 estimates the sum of $5,000 be added
to the estimates for 1965/66 {See Sec. 3(a}{iv) of Proceedings
No. 1l of the Provisional Report of R&5). *

(2) Publication of the Environmental Survey {(NORWESTLANT 1-3)
After receiving the contributions at the 1964 Annual Meeting
and only then being able to estimate generally the size of
such a published report, R&S recommended that the $8, 000
requested in estimatea for 1965/66 be reduced to $6,000,

(See Sec. 3(b}{iv) of Proceedings No. 1}.

{3} Publication of National Research Reports
R &S recommended that national research reports be included
in the printed Annual Proceedings instead of in the Redbook
at a small additional estimated cost of $3, 000,

(4) Continuing Working Party (CWP) on North Atlantic Statistics
R &S recommended that ICNAF proceed with plans, agreed
to in 1963 {Redboock Recommendation #59), to pay the expenses
of the Chairman of the Statistical Subcommittee and the Com-
mission Statistician to attend a meeting of CWP in 1965 (See
Sec. 6(c) of Proceedings No. 1).

The Tomrrittes foted the proposals and after considerable discus-
sion agreed to give further consideration to them under F&A
Agenda Items 7 and 8 at the next meeting of F&A.

{c) The Committee then heard a USSR proposal which would limit the
Commission's estimates for 1964/65 to $74, 500, an increase of

$3,000 over its 1963/64 appropriations.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a. m.
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Report of Third Meeting of Commissioners

Thursday, 4 June, 5:30 p.m.

The Chairman, Mr, Sunnanaa, opened the meeting with representa-
tives from all countries present and drew attention to the Report of the Second
Meeting of Commissioners {Proceedings No.9) and distributed the proposal of
the Chairman, Executive Secretary and Chairman of Research and Statistics re-
garding Plenary Agenda Item 18 "Adequacy of present measures for congerva-
tion of fisheriea in the Convention Area'’.

The Report of the Second Meeting of Comrmissioners (Pr.oceedi_nge
No.9) waa accepted with minor editorial changes. The Chairman then requested
the Executive Secretary to read the proposal regarding '"Adequacy of present
measures for conservation of fisheries in the Convention Area" prepared by the
Chairman, Executive Secretary and Chairman of Research and Statistics.
Having heard the proposal the Committee

recommends

that, having considered the report of the Standing Committee on
Research and Statistics (Proceedings No. 1} and mindful of the increasing fish-
ing activity in the ICNATF area and its probable consequences, the Commission

1. Commends the progress made by the Assessment Subcommittee in
its report to this meeting (Proceedings No.1, Appendix Vi), and
urges it to continue its analysis and interpretation of trends in ICNAF
fisheries, and its researches into the effects of fishing on the stocks,
along the lines proposed, and to report further progress at the next
Annual Meeting.

2. Requests that the Chairman of Research and Statistica and of the
Aspessment Subcommittee review meanwhile in general terms the
various kinds of action which might be taken by the Commiasion for
the purpose of maintaining the stocks of fish in the ICNAF area at a
level at which they can provide maximum susiained yields. In so
doing, special reference should be made to the provisions contained
in Article VII of the Convention and their probable effects on the
stocks and fisheries. Their report should be sent via the Executive
Secretary to the Chairman of the Commission by 31 December,
1964, and circulated to all member countries not later than 31
January, 1965.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
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Report of Second Meeting of Standing Committee on Finance and Administration

Thursday, 4 June, 9:30 a.m.

The Chairman opened the meeting with delegates and advisers representing
21l 13 member countries preasent.

The Executive Secretary reviewed the Report of the First Meeting of the
Standing Committee on Finance and Administration {Proceedings No.10). The
Committee approved this report.

The Chairman asked the meeting to consider Finance and Administration
Apgenda Item 7 "Budget estimate for 1964/65", He pointed out that,ae a result of
discussion in the Commisgaion in 1959 the practice hae been not to include
salary increases recommended by the Secretariat in the advance estimates.
Therefore, the salary item 1(a) of the proposed estimates for 1964/65 did not in-
clude provision for salary increases.

Mr. MacKenzie (Canada) explained that salaries for Canadian government
workers were under continuous review and that increases to bring them more in
line with salaries in Canadian industry and business had been granted within the
past year. He pointed out that the Commaission must alsc face thia competition.

The Chairman asked the Executive Secretary to present a detailed review
of the 1964 /65 proposed estimates totalling $§ Can. 80, 600. The Committee then
gave provisional approval to items on the 1964/65 proposed eatimate except the
salary item l{a).

The Executive Secretary was then asked to speak to the salary item 1(a)
in the 1964/65 eatimates and presented a proposed szlary schedule for ICNAF
Secretariat personnel covering the fiscal year 1964/65 (Appendix I) for consider-
ation of the committee. After brief remarks in support of salary increanse for
others of the Secretariat, the Executive Secretary was asked to withdraw from
the meeting while the salary question was discussed,

On recall to the meeting, the Chairman advised the Executive Secretary
that the Committee, having considered all aspecta of the question and recogniz-
ing the commendable efforts of the Secretariat, was pleased to recommend
salary increases totalling $3,820 for 1964/65 based on comparable Fisheries
Research Board of Canada 1 July 1963 salary classifications and ranges, as
follows: Executive Secretary from $14, 000 to $16,000 per annum; Statistician
from $7,320 to $8, 500 per annum; Editorial Agsistant from $5, 000 to $5, 040 per
annum; Secretary to Executive Secretary $4,260 to $4, 560 per annum; Clerk-
Stenographer from $3, 750 to $3,900 per annum; Typist from $3,150 to $3,300
per annum.

The Executive Secretary thanked the Committee on behalf of the Secre-
tariat for their expression of confidence and pledged continued best efforts from
the Secretariat in the work of ICNAF,

Following a discussion of the possibility that salary and salary structure
for ICNAF staff be based on Fisheries Research Board of Canada scales, it was
agreed by the Committee that the Executive Secretary ahould draft a recommen-
dation in this regard for the next meeting of Finance and Administration, the



recommendations to include the necessity, in the future, of presenting job
descriptions for each member of the Secretariat in order for the Commission
to establish a comparable job glassification.

The rmeeting agreed to the proposals and was the adjourned at 1¢:50 a.m.
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1964

Salary Schedule for ICNAF Secretariat Perasonnel

Executive Setretary (Mr. L, R, Day)

Presgent salary $14,000
F.R.B. of Canada salary range (effective July 1, 1963):
Scientist 5 $15,500 - 16,000 - 16,500

Statistician {Mr. B, F. C, DeBaije)

Present salary $7,320
F.R.B, of Canada salary range {effective July 1, 1963):

Scientist 2 $7,000 - 7,900 - 8,200 - 8,500 - 8,800 - 9,100 .
Recommended salary $8,500

Editorial Assistant {(Mr. H. Champion)

"Present salary $5,000
F.R. B, of Canada salary range (effective July 1, 1963):

Editor 1 $4,320 - 4,500 - 4,680 - 4,860 - 5,040 - 5,220 - 5, 400
Recommended salary $5,040

Secretary to Executive Secretary (Miss J, Maclellan)

Present salary $4,260
F.R.B. of Canada salary range:

Clerks 4 $4,260 - 4,410 - 4,560 - 4,710

Recommended Salary $4,560

Clerk-Stenographer {Miss G. Schrader)

Present salary $3,750
F.R.B. of Canada salary range:

Clerk 3 $3,750 - 3,900 - 4,050 - 4,200

Recommended salary $3,900

Typist (Mrs. B. MacKenzie)

Present salary $3,150
F.R.B. of Canada salary range:

Typist 3 $3,150 - 3,300 - 3,450 - 3,600

Recommended salary $3,300

Present total salary expenditure ’ $37.480
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

R.eport of Second Plenary Session

Wednesday, 3 June, 4:30 p.m.

1 The Chairman drew attention to the Report of the First Plenary Session
(Proceedings No. 8) and asked for comments. After receiving no comrmenta the
meeting accepted the Report.

2. The Chairman then introduced Plenary Agenda Item 19 "Fishing and
Navigational Practices in the Convention Area' and asked the Executive Secretary
to read 1964 Meeting Document No. 80 which recommended that the Commission
coneider the proposal of the European Fisheries Conference Resolytion in
Fisheries Policing adopted 17 January 1964 to invite the Governments of all
countries participating in the Northeast Atlantic fisheriea and Canada and

U S.A. to send representatives to a technical conference to consider a draft
Convention, on the lines of the 1882 Convention for regulating the policing of

the North Sea fisheries, and embodying a modern code for the conduct of fighing
practices in the whole of the North Atlantic.

Captain Almeida (Portugal) suggested this important matter be studied
by an ICNAF group.

Mr. Gardner (UK) informed the meeting that the UK would be sending out
invitations shortly to all countries fishing in the North Atlantic, including U. S,
and Canada, to attend a conference on rules of conduct governing fishing opera-
tions. For the wider issues, however, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Con-
sultative Organization {IMCO) would seem to be the appropriate agency.

Mr. MacKenzie (Canada) and M. Rougé (France) spoke in favour of the
action proposed in 1964 Meeting Document No. 80 and the meeting agreed to
adopt its proposal.

3. The Chairman then called Mr. Beverton to speak on the Addendum to the
Provisional Report of R&S (Proceedings No. 1). The Chairman expressed the
hope that the Commission would accept all the reports and recommendations of
R&S subject to further consideration by F&A of the financial and administrative
matters in the addendum. The Plenary agreed to this proposal and the thanks of
the Commission was passed along to Mr. Beverton, the Chairmen of his sub-
committees and the members for their wark in R&5S. Mr. Beverton {UK), who
was leaving the chairmanship of R&5, was accorded the thanks and applause of
Commission membera for his excellent, well-directed and inspiring leadership
over the years of his service.

4. The Chairman then moved consideration of the Report of Panel 5. (Fraw:
ceedings No. 5). This report was read by Mr. W. MacKenzie (Canada) and
accepted.

5. The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p. m.
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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1964

Opening Meeting

Monday, | June, 10:40 a.m.

The Chairman of the Commission, Mr. Klaus Sunnanaa,(Norway), opened
the meeting and addressed a welcome to the Commissioners, Adviaers, Obser-
vers and Guests to the 14th Annual Meeting of the Commission. He introduced
the representative of the host country, Ministerialdirigent Dr. Gerhard Meseck
of the Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry, who also spoke to
the meeting as follows:

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Federal Minister of Food, Agriculture and Forestry has asked me
to welcome you on his behalf most cordially to the Federal Republic of Germany.
The Minister had intended to welcome you personally. But much to his regret
he cannot do so because of 2 meeting of the Council of Ministers of EEC., He
aaks you to excuse him.

We consider it a special privilege to have here so many distinguished
scientists and administrators from the member countries of the Northwest
Atlantic Figheries Convention and well-known guests and observers from other
important fishing nations and fishery organizations. I hope that the rooms in
our Federal Research Center of Fisheries will suffice for this meeting. We
shall make every effort to meet your wishes.

Our invitation to held this year's meeting of the International Commis-
sion for the Northweat Atlantic Fisheries in Hamburg should be taken a8 a sign
of how much we appreciate the work of the Commission. At present about half
of the catches of the Federal Republic of Germany's deep sea fisheries come
from the Northeast and the other half from the Northwest Atlantic. Since not
only the fishing fleet but also the fish industry, and trade and commerce depend
on sufficient landings, my Government is very much interested in the most
reasonable use of fish stocks possible. Therefore, we make every effort to
cooperate actively and constructively in international organizatjons. Ialways
feel great pleasure and satisfaction that in these bodies the human attnosphere
is such a good one.

The common struggle of fishermen with nature and the common respon-
sibility of all Governments concerned have led very early to a cloae and trustful
cooperation in the sector of marine fisheries. This Commission is an excellent
example of that fact. But also with other international fisheries organizations,

I have observed that in spite of conflicting interests and differing points of view,
fishery administrators and scientists have always found a fair sclution to many
problems on the basis of a lasting and friendly exchange of views. I know that
the diplomata often envied us. I was even told that the two Geneva Conferences
on the Law of the Sea would have been more successful if the fisheries people had
been more in the forefront.

Coming now to the special tasks to be performed by the Commission, I
should like to mention that it shall see to it that the maximum sustainable yield
of the stocks of fish in the Northwesat Atlantic is ensured. So far, we can fulfil



this task only in a very limited way and we are approaching this objective very
slowly. For some time to come we shall probably not be able to control produc-
tion in the sea to the same extent as this can be done in agriculture, Deapite
great progress in science and technology we are mostly dependent on many un-
foreseeable factors of nature which we can counteract to a very modest extent
only. We are therefore far from an effective management of fishing grounds or
the so-called "farming the sea'. We can bring of course fishing activity into
better harmony with the existing fish stocks. Yet, the far greater natural fluc-
tuations relative to the size and the composition of fish populations as well as
their migrations will probably remain in future the principal problemes with which
our fishing fleets are faced. Therefore, I consider the continuing scientific con-
trol of fish stocks in connection with their environrhental conditions and the catches
as one of the major tasks to be performed by this Commission, We need as con-
stant and reliable forecasts as possible of the development and changes of stocks.
Such forecasts are very useful for our practical marine fisheries because they
ensure as rational utilization of our vessels as possible. Moreover, we do not
want only to regulate our fisheries but also to support it. In this very field,

the Commission can be proud 6f their exemplary achievements and we would wel-
come a further development of assessments and forecasts by means of intensified
and co-ordinated scientific in'Vestigations as well as a syatematic evaluation of
all attainable results. This will enable us to at least improve our fishing
activities and come to what we might call "controlled fisheriea", as distinct
from "hunting'.

Since I am firmly convinced that fishing can be rationalized by scientific
and technical knowledge I should like to raise the question here whether our
scientific and administrative cooperation cannot be made more effective. At
present, there is much demand on our time owing to the many meetings and con-
ferences. Moreover, there are numetrous special committees, subcommittees
and working parties dealing with apecial problems. I should think that Parkinson's
Laws also apply to our sector. But even if we would not have to blame ourselves
it is nevertheless worthwhile to consider what we can do with the objective of
concentrating our scientific and administrative activities. .

In the area of the North Atlantic in which we are particularly interested,
there are, f.i. three renowned organizations investigating and regulating fisher-
ies, although in many respects they deal with the same or similar problems;
whereas, I think I can say without exaggeration, in terms of biology the North
Atlantic is one coherent area.

It is of course true that the three organizations, I just mentioned, have
their own historic origin and that they enjoy high esteem. But this should not
frustrate the development of a broader coordination. In the past 20 years, con-
ditions of marine fisheries have undergone greater changes than ever before
and we must more and more take into account this fact in gur research, our
fisheries policy, and our international cooperation.

We have followed with interest the decision taken by the Figheries Con-
ference in London to organize a technical conference in the near future during
the course of which - I should like to hope - a uniform code for the conduct of
fishing vessels, operating in the fishing grounds of the entire North Atlantic,
rules for their inapection as well as for technical, medical, and meteorological
services will be prepared. This code is to replace the regionally limited Con-
vention concerning the policing of fisheries in the North Sea of 1882, We hope
that all states fishing in the North Atlantic will participate in the conference.

I cannot see any reasons why this significant project should not be crowned with
auccess, and success in that field will certainly encourage the participating
governments to take further ateps towards co-operation covering larger areas.

Now, I do not wish to put before you any further considerations for the
future. Numerous current problems have been put on our Agenda which will
need our full attention over these following days.



Finally, I wish to point cut that we have not only invited you to Hamburg
for hard work; I mention this since Germans are often said to exaggerate in
this respect. You should also take the opportunity of seeing the cosmopolitan
city of Hamburg.

We have ordered our new fisheries research vessel '"Walther Herwig"
into Hamburg., On Thuraday afternoon you are invited for a short trip on the
River Elbe. During this trip it will be poasible for you to have a close look at
the facilities on this vessel. And tonight you are all invited to a reception given
in the "Old Town Hall'. Those who have not received an invitation by sheer mis-
take are of course also invited and the wives of delegates are too cordially invited.

I hope that we shall have a few pleasant hours of relaxation. Finally,
the Senate of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg will give a reception on
Friday afternoon in the Town Hall and for Tuesday a boat will be made available
for a harbour tour.

I wish the fourteenth Meeting of ICNAF every success and wish you a
good time in Hamburg.
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Report of the ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulations

Participants: Gardner (UK}, Chairman; Martin {Canada}), Rapporteur; Russeil
(Canada); Djurhuus (Denmark), Lagarde (France); Mocklinghoff (Germany);
Jonsson (Iceland}; Cannone {Italy); Olsen (Norwa.z) Chrzan (Poland); Almeida
{Portugal); Rodriguez Martin (Spain}; Lucas {(UK); Fulham (USA); Kamentsev
{(USSR); and advisers.

1. We were asked at the fir st Plenary Session on 1st June (Proceedings No.
8) to examine Items 10, 11 and 12 of the Agenda. We referred these matters to
a working group whose report is attached,

2, We were also asked at the first meeting of Commissioners on 1st June
(Proceedings No. 7, paragraph 4) to study the problem of international enforce-
ment (Plenary Item 13), and recommend the next step towards establishing
possible international measures of control. Our comments on this are set out
in paragraph 11 below.

3. On Itemn 10{a) of the Agenda, we have examined the returns of infringe-
ments and have no comments to make except that those countries which do not
fish in subareas where regulations are in force should not be shown in the annual
returne ag having made no inspections,

4. On Item 10(b) of the Agenda, the new form appears generally to have
been acceptable, but there are certain pointa which are still doubtful. We re-
commend that these should be clarified by explanatory notes attached to the
forms before they are issued on the lines of section 3 of the Working Group's
report. Attention is also drawn in this connection to section 4 of the Working
Group's report.

5, On Item 11 of the Agenda, we would draw attention to Section 1 of the
Working Group's report, to which we have little to add. The approach to the
question of top-side codend protection which emerged from the 1363 meeting of
ICNAF appeared to be working satisfactorily in practice. But we are eatisfied
that the ultimate solution to this problem can only be the adoption of materials
in the construction of neta that are aufficiently strong not to require additional
protection, or methods of hoisting the net on board that obviate this need.

6. Item 12 of the Agenda gives rise to specific proposals for Subareas 1, 2,
and 3, and aleo 4 and 5,which are annexed to this report, and which we submit
to the Commission for endorsement.

7. The discuseion of this matter, leading to positive proposals, is contained
in Section 2 of the Working' Group's report. Briefly, it is proposed that a stan-
dard should be retained for trawl nets made of manila and measured with the
ICNAF gauge. On the basis of scientific advice, the Commiesion may then pre-
acribe

(i} the appropriate mesh size for trawl nets made of other materialas,
or for seine nets;

{ii} not more than twe alternative methods of measuring mesh sizes
other than by the ICNAF gauge; and the mesh sizes equivalent for
such methods of measurement.



8. The purpose of the amendment is

{a) to provide an appropriate mesh size for each material commonly
in use;

{b} to provide alternative methods of measurement for enforcement
purposes, having regard to the differing legal and administrative
problems of member countries; and mesh sizes for each method
equivalent to the sizes prescribed when the ICNAF gauge is used.

9. We believe that we have solved this problem, and recommend for appro-
val and ratification, through the usual procedures, the revised regulations
annexed to this report. If, in due course, these regulations are adopted, we
recommend that the Commission adopt the proposed mesh-size equivalents for
materials other than manila, and for the different methods of measurement
indicated in Table 1 in Section 2 of the Working Group's report.

10. The Committee took note of the Canadian proposal to change the 10%
exemption provisions in ICNAF mesh regulations {as described in Section 5 of
the Working Group's Report). In proposing an extension of the annual exemp-
tion provision for Subarea 5 regulations to Subarea 4 and Divisions 3 NOP, the
Canadian delegation have, in our view, called attention to a valid point when they
indicate that a 10% exemption for each regulated species might be reexamined in
the light of (1)} increases in the amount of trawling with gmall-mesh nets for non-
regulated species and (2) increases in the number of species regulated. The
Committee agreed that the question should be studied in preparation for full
consideration of the Canadian proposal which is to be circulated more than 60
days in advance of the next annual meeting.

11. Iter 13 of the agenda (Joint Enforcement) raises difficult problems for
each member country; but they are problems with which we have to grapple if
the conservation regulations now in force, and those envisaged, are to be effec-
tive. The amendment to Article VIII of the Convention, adopted at the 1963
Annual Meeting is now awaiting ratification. Having regard to the time occupied
by the formal procedures, it is unlikely that we shall be able to introduce firm
proposals to implement a provision for joint enforcement in the Convention
until - say - the 1966 meeting of the Commission, We have, therefore, con-
tented our selves with exploring the possibilities, without commitment at thia
stage, so that all member countries can give detailed and constructive thought
to the problems of joint enforcement in the next twelve months, and the matter
can be carried further at the 1965 meeting of the Commission. Our objective
should be to have an agreed system ready for introduction as soon as the powers
are available in the Convention.

i2. To facilitate the discuasion, the Committee considered in outline the prac-
ticability of arrangements under which officers who enforce conservation regula-
tions on their own mationals would be authorised also to board and inspect fishing
vessels of other member countries fishing in the Convention Area, to satisfy
themselves that the Convention regulations were not being infringed. It was

noted that, under such a system, safeguards would be necessary to ensure that
there was no undue interference with fishing activities; and that the detailed in-
structions to captains of national protection vessels might contain helpful gui-
dance on means of avoiding this, Under these arrangements, the inspecting
officer who found an infringement of the Commission's regulations on a fishing
vessel of another country would have no power of arrest, either of vessels or per-
sons; but should, perhaps, be empowered, for purposes of evidence, to take any
fishing gear on board which had been, or was suspected of having been, used in
contravention of the regulations. The duty of the inspecting officer would be to
report any infringement to the flag country of the offending ve sael and he would
send a copy of his report to the Commission, It would, of course, be for the flag
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state alone to try the offence and impose penalties if infringements were eatablished,
If a system of joint enforcement on these lines were introduced, further thought
would need to be given to the method by which the evidence of an authorised officer
of another member country should be brought before the courts of the flag country.

13. In the general discussion in the Committee, a number of countries ex-
pressed the view that the framework indicated above was on the right lines; and

that more detailed proposals should be developed on this basis. Other countries
reserved their position, We have set out the course of the discussion to help mem-
ber countries in their further consideration of this problem; but we make no recom-
mendation at this stage as to the form a scheme of international inspection or

joint enfor cement might ultimately take.

14. We recommend that each member country should be asked to supply to
the Secretariat before the end of 1964

{a) A statement of its enforcement procedures, and particulars of the
instructions given to its enforcement officers .

{b) A general statement of its views as to the form that should ultimately
be taken by a system of international inspection or joint enforcement
when powers are available in the Convention.

The Secretariat should collate these statements and circulate them to member
countries not less than four months before the next meeting of the Commission.

15. We considered a propesal that the Commission should engage an expert
on enforcement questions to examine the statements submitted by member coun-
tries and to draw up positive proposals for the Commission's consideration at
its 1965 meeting, Owing to budgetary considerations, we did not pursue this
matter further. We make the suggestion, however, that, to gain experience in
each other's enforcement procedures and problems, it would be helpful if
invitations were given in the next twelve months to enforcement officers of mem-
ber countries to accompany the inspection officers of other countries on their
work., We commend this idea, and hope that it will prove possible, by agree-
ment between member countries, to arrange for such an exchange of visita.
This should add to our practical knowledge of thé problem when we come to dig-
cuss the matter again at the 1965 meeting.

.
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Ad Hoc Committee on ICNAF Trawl Repgulations

Proposed Changes in Mesh Regulations

The first paragraph of each ICNAF mesh regulation is quoted below, In

each case the appropriate reference is noted. Proposed deletions are enclosed
in square brackets and proposed additions are underlined,

II.

Reference - ICNAF Annual Proceedings, Velume 11, for 1960-61,

Ege! 15-17
Mesh Regulations for Subareas !, 2and 3

1. The Contracting Governments take appropriate action to prehibit
(except as provided in paragraphs 2 and 3} the taking of groundfish in
Subareas 1, 2 and 3 by persons under their jurisdiction with' trawl nets
{or seine nets (hereinafter called nets)] having [a mesh size] in any
part of the net meshes of dimensgions less than 114 millimetres or ¢ 1/2

in. as measured by the ICNAF gauge specified in paragraphs (a) and (b)
below. These mesh sizes relate to manila twine netting when measured
wet after use or [less than] the equivalent thereof when measured dry
before use. [ When nets aether than manila are used they shall have a
selectivity equivalent to that of a 114 millimetre or 4 1/2 in. manila
trdawl het.,; For the purpose of this proposal the 114 millimetre or 4 1/2
in. mesh size when measured wet after use shall be taken to be:]

The Commission may, on the basis of scientific advice as to selec-
tivity equivalents, determine the appropriate mesh sizes when trawl
nets made of materials other than manila are used or when seine
nets are used. The Commission may also, on the basis of scientific
advice, approve not more than two alternative gauges, by defining
the gauges, together with approved methods for their use and with
accepted scales of equivalent mesh dimensiona.

Mesh Regulation for Subarea 4

1. The Contracting Governments take appropriate action to prohibit
(except as provided in paragraph 2) the taking of cod, Gadus morhua L.;
haddock, Melanogrammua aeglefinus (L, }; and flounders {(witch), Glypto-
cephalus cynoglossus (L. ); yellowtail, Lirmanda ferruginea (Storer);
winter flounder, Pseudopleuronectes americanus (Walb.); and American
plaice, Hippoglossocides platessoides (Fabr.) in Subarea 4 by persons
under their jurisdiction with trawl nets [, or seine nets (hereinafter
called nets}] having [a mesh size] in any part of the net meshes of

dimensions less than 114 millimetres or 4 1 /2 in. [manila twine] as

measured by the ICNAF gauge specified in [ sub-] paragraphs (a} and (b)
below. . These mesh sizes relate to manila twine netting when measured
wet after use or [leaa than] the equivalent thereof when measured dry
before use. [ When nets other than manila are used, they shall have a
selectivity equivalent to that of a 114 millimetre or 4 1/2 in. manila net.
For the purpose of this proposal the 114 millimetre or 4 1/2 in. mesh
size when meapured wet after uase shall be taken to be:]

The Commission may, on the basis of scientific advice as to selec-
tivity equivalents, determine the appropriate mesh sizes when trawl
nets made of materials other than manila are used or when seine nets
are used. The Commission may also, on the basis of scientific advice,
approve not more than two alternative gauges by defining the gauges,
together with approved methods for their use and with accepted scales
of equivalent mesh dimensiona.




Reference -

ICNAF Annual Proceedings, Volume 5, for 1954-55, page 11.

1,

Mesh Regulation for Subarea §

1. That the Contracting Governments take appropriate action to prohibit
{except 28 provided in paragraph II} the taking of cod, Gadus morhua L.,
and haddock, Melanogrammus aeglefinus (L.}, in Subarea 5, by persons
under their jurisdiction with trawl nete having [a meah size] in any part
of the net meshes of dimensions less than 4 1/2 in. or 114 millimetres

[manila twine] as measured by the ICNAF gauge, specified in paragraphs
{a) and (b} below. These mesh sizes relate to manila twine netting when
measured wet after use or |less than| the equivalent thereof when mea-
sured dry before use. [ When trawl net# other than manila are used,

they shall have a aselectivity equivalent to that of 2 4 1/2 in. or 114 milli-
metre manila trawl net, For the purpose of this propoaal, the 4 1/2 in.
or 114 millimetre mesh size when measured wet after use shall be taken
to be:]

. The Commission may, on the bagsia of acientific advice as to aelec-

_tivity equivalenta, determine the appropriate mesh sizes when trawl

_nets made of materials other than manila are used or when seine nets
are used. The Commission may alsc, on the basis of scientific advice,
approve not more than two alternative ga.ugel,'ﬁ:y defining the gauges,
together with approved methods for their use and with accepted scales of
equivalent mesh dimensions. :
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Working Group on Chafing Gear and Mesgh Measuring Problems

Tuesday, 2 June, and Wednesday, 3 June

Membersa: Lucas (Chairman); Martin (Rapporteur}; McCracken, Dezeustre, Bohl,
Jonsson, Cannone, Olasen, Chrzan, Monteiro, Rodriguez Martin,
Beverton, Skerry, Studenetsky, with advisers,

1. Chafing Gear (Plenary agenda Item 11}

The Group took note of previous Commission action to prohibit the use of
double codends, but to permit the use of top-gide chafers which do not obstruct
the meshes of the cod-end. Three types of top-side chafers have been approved
by the Commission (ICNAF chafer, United Kingdom modification of the ICNAF
chafer and the multiple-flap chafer). A fourth type of chafer used on USSR and
Polish stern trawlera is being studied by USSR and is being reviewed by the
Research and Statistics Committee.

In accordance with a recommendation made at the 1963 Annual Meeting,
countries submitted detailed reporta and sketches of the types of chafing gear
used in their countries. These reports were reviewed by the Working Group.

It was noted that Canada, France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, Spain, United
Kingdom, and United States all use the ICNAF type of top-side chafers.

There was some question about the looseness of chafers deacribed by
Denmark and Iceland, and these countries were asked to submit further infor-
mation on their chafers to the Commission. If the top-side chafers differ in any
easential respect from those approved by the Commission, results of selectivity -
experiments are required for study by the Research and Statistice Committee.

It wae noted that Document No. 67 on effects of multiple-flap chafers on cod-end
selectivity is a good example of the type of reporting required.

Portugal advised the Group that no top-side chafers are used as a result
of conversion to synthetic materials in the net and to use of power-block hoisting
of the cod-end to the deck. The Working Group commended this action and any
other steps that countries can take to discourage the use of top-side chafers.

It suggested that appropriate gear technology studies through the Research and
Statistics Comiittee and encouragement by enforcement officers are required to
meet this problem.

2. Comparability of Mesh Measuring (Plenary Agenda Item 12}

The group considered the mesh regulation problems resulting from use
of an increasing variety of materials in cod-ends and the suitability for different
reasons of three typea of mesh gauge for trawl inspections and enforcemant pur-
poses. Canada reaffirmed her problems with certification of any spring-loaded
gauge for enforcement purposes and her need for early amendment of ICNAF
regulations. The group reviewed the suggested approach to the problem made at
the 1963 Annual Meeting together with further considerations following a year of
study. Reference was made to the 1964 Research and Statistics Report and to
Documents 72, 92, 93 and 100.

As a result of considerations of {a) the need for gauges which are accept-
able to the courts, (b) the need for precision in mesh measuring, {c) the need for
a simple gauge for use by fishermen and (d) the change in mesh materials uged in
trawls from manila to synthetics, with the reaultant need for ICNAF specification
of mesh sizes for materials with different selectivity,



The Working Group recommends that ICNAF mesh regulations should be
amended to define the approved minimum mesh sizes in relation to measurements
made with a etandard precision gauge (ICNAF) and to a standard type of net twine
(manila), with provision for use of alternative gauges which have the approval of
the Commission, and for which equivalent mesh sizes and methods of use are
specified by the Commission, with selectivity equivalents for other materials
and for seine nets, all based on scientific advice.

An example of the wording required to 8o amend mesh regulationa ia set
out below, referring to Section 17, Para,l commencing on p. 15 of Annual Pro-
ceedings Vol. 1l for the year 1960-61; with the proposed changes in wording
underlined: '

1. The Contracting Governments take appropriate action to prohibit {except
as provided in paragraphs 2 and 3) the taking of groundfish in Subareas
1, 2 and 3 by persons under their jurisdiction with trawl nets or seine
nets {hereinafter called nets) having in any part of the net meshes of
dimensions less than 114 mm or 4 1/2 in. as measured by the ICNAF
gauge apecified in paragraphas (a} and {b} below. These mesh sizes
relate to manila twine net when measured wet after use or less than the
equivalent ther eof when measured dry before use. The selectivity equi-
valents, when nets other than manila are used, shall be determined by
the Commiseaion from time to time. The Commission may, on the basis
of acientific advice, approve notmore than two alternative gauges, by
defining the gauges, together with approved methods for their use and
with accepted scales of equivalent mesh dimensions,

Similar changes in wording, modified to specify the apecies regulated,
would be required to amend mesh regulations for Subareas 4 and 5.

The Group recommends that in addition to the ICNAF gauge the Commis-
sion might approve the use of two alternative gauges, the simple flat gauge as
specified by the Northeast Atlantic Fisheries Commission, and the ICES gauge
as specified by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea.

The Working Group agreed to offer the following advice to the Commis-
sion on a schedule of equivalent mesh sizes for the three mesh gauges and for
the seine nets and different trawl materials used in ICNAF fisheries:

Table 1.
Type of Net ICNAF gauge ICES and simple gauge
Seine Net 100 mm (4 in.) 95 mm (3 3/4 in.)

Such part of any trawl
net as is made of cotton, 105 mm (4 1/8 in.) 100 mm (4 in.}
hemp, polyamide fibres
or polyester fibres

Buch part of any trawl net
as is made of manila or 114 mm (4 1/2 in,) 110 mm {4 3/8 in.)
any other material not
mentioned above

The Commission may wish to be informed that in relation to the 120 mm mesh
minimum introduced into the northern watera of the NEAFC as from 1st June
1964, suitable mesh equivalents are as follows:



Table 2
Type of Net ICNAF pauge ICES and simple gauge
Seine Net 105 mm (4 1/8 in.) 100 mm (4 in.)

Such part of any trawl
net as is made of cotton, 115 mm (4 1/2 in.) 110 mm {4 3/8 in.)
hemp, polyamide fibres
or polyester fibres

Such part of any trawl
net as is made of manila 125 mm (4 7/8 in.) 120 mm (4 3/4 in.)
or any other material
not mentioned above

3, Proposed Explanatory Notea to be added to the preacribed form. for Annual
Returns of Infringements

With reference to the requeat of the ad hoc Committee for clarification in
the use of the form for Annual Return of Infringements, the group recommends
the following inatructions:

Line A - Returns relating to mesh size - inspections reported in this line should
include only those made on gears inspected which are used to fish pri-
marily for regulated species.

Line B - Returns relating to mesh obstruction - returna should also relate only
to inspectiona of gears used to fish primarily for regulated species.
In moat cases the number of inspections in B should be the same as in A.

Line C - Returna relating to exceas landings - returns of inspections should
record only those inspections on gears used to fish primarily for un-
regulated species but which take regulated species as incidental catches,

4, New prescribed form for reports of Trawl Material and Mesh size sampling
(Proceedings No.1, Appendix V, Annex 1)

With reference to the draft form in Proceedings No.1, Appendix V, the
Group considered the practical problem of providing returns and expressed the
view that no difficulties are anticipated in making such returns to the Commis-
gion. It would, however, be of assistanke if a list could be completed of the
trade names of twines used in each specified chemical category, and Mr. Skerry
kindly undertook to consult with other experts and to provide such a list to be
included in explanatory notes on the form,

5. Canadian proposal to change 10% exemption clause {(Proceedings No. 3
{Panel 4) and Proceedings No. 6§ (Panel 3})}

The Group discussed the Canadian propoeal that the 10% annual exemption
provision in Subarea 5 mesh regulations should be extended to Subarea 4 and
Division 3 NOP,

In view of the great expansion of fisheries for non-regulated species, using
small-mesh trawls, it was noted that catches of regulated species by such fisher-
ies represent an increasing part of the total catch of each regulated species. The
Canadian participants suggested that it may be timely for the Commission to con-
sider whether the 10% exemption clause should apply to the catch of all regulated
species rather than the catch of each regulated species, Such consideration would



involve re-examination of both the trip exemption and annual exemption clanses
in ICNAF mesh regulations for all subareas,

The Group requested that the Canadian proposal should be recorded in
this report for further discuasion at the ad hoc Committee meeting. This pro-
posal is as followa: )

1. Introduce an annual exemption clause similar to that provided for
Subarea 5 (Directory, page 52), for Subarea 4 and Division 3 NOP
minimum mesh regulations.

2. Consider amendment of all existing and proposed 10% exemption
clauses (both trip and annual} to apply to incidental catches of all
regulated species inclusively, rather than to catches of each regulated
speciea,
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Report on Joint Meeting of Panels

Friday, 5 June, 5:30 p.m.,

1. In accordance with the decision taken at the Third Plenary Session on 5th
June (Proceedings No. 17, Item 5), Mr. Gardner (UK) took the chair ata joint
meeting of Panels.

2. Mr. Day was appointed Rapporteur to the joint meeting.

3. The Chairman explained the proposals before the meeting with reference
to Plenary Agenda Item 12 as dealt with in the Report of the ad hoc Committee
on Trawl Regulations (Proceedinge No.15). Paragraphs 6 to 9 of this report de-
scribe the proposals in general terms; and the proposed changes in mesh regula-
tions for each of the five subareaa were set out in Appendix I to Proceedings
No.15, In addition to the changes in regulations the report of the ad hoc Com-
mittee contained recommendations as to the equivalents for trawl nets made of
materials other than manila and for seine nets; and also set out mesh aize equi-
valents when instruments other than the ICNAF gauge were used for measure-
ment. Theae equivalents were discussed in Section 2 of the Report of the Work-
ing Group, attached as Appendix II to Proceedings No. 15; and Dr. Lucas, the
Chairman of the Working Group, explained what was propoeed,

4. There were no comments and accordingly, on a motion from the chair,
Panels 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 each agreed to recommend to Plenary for acceptance
the proposed changes in mesh regulations set out in Appendix I to Proceedings
No.15,

5. It was agreed that the Chairman and Rapporteur should prepare a
report of the meeting for presentation to Plenary and the meeting concluded
at 5:50 p. m.
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Report of Third Plenary Session

Friday, 5 June, 4:30 p.m.

1. The meeting was opened by the Chairman, Mr. K. Sunnanaa.

2. The Plenary accepted the Report of the Third Meeting of Commissioners
(FProceedings No. 11) containing proposals for action under Agenda Item 18
""Adequacy of present measgures for conservation of fisheries in the Convention
Area"

3. Under Agenda Item 25, Reports of Panel | {Proceedings No. 2), Panel 2
(Proceedings No. 4), Panel 3 (Proceedings No. 6) and Panel 4 {Proceedings No. 3)
were read by the Panel Chairmen and accepted unanimously by the Plenary.

4. The Plenary heard the Report of the Second Plenary Seasion. {Proceed-
ings No.13) read and agreed unanimously to its acceptance.

5. The Chairman then turned to the Report of the ad hoc Committee on
Trawl Regulations (Proceedings No. 15) and asked the Chairman of the Commit-
tee, Mr. Gardner (UK), to present the Report.

Mr. Gardner informed the Plenary that his Committee was presenting
amendments to the mesh regulations for Panels 1-5 under Plenary Agenda
Item 12 and since each Panel must approve proposals relating to it, he requested
advice on procedure.

Mr. Briggs (USA)} proposed that the Plenary resolve itself into a joint
meeeting of Panele which could then consider the ad boc proposals on trawl
regulation.amendments.

The Plenary accepted this proposal and the Chairman of the Commission
having convened the Panels and obtained Plenary approval of the appointment
of Mr. Gardner {UK) as Chairman of the Joint Meeting of Panels, declared the
Third Plenary Session adjourned at 5:30 p. m. to be reconvened at 10 a.m. 6
June.
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Report of Third Meeting of Standing Committee on Finance and Administration

Friday, 5 June, 9:20 a.m,

1. Report of Second Meeting of F&A. The report was considered and
adopted by the Committee, '

2. Estimates for 1964/65 {F&A Agenda Item No.7). The Executive Sec-
retary pointed out that provisional approval only was given, at the Second Meet-
ing of F&A, of the 1964/65 estimates other than salaries.

Mr, MacKenzie{Cinad®) announced that he had been in touch with his
government and that there was every expectation the annual rental fee of
$2,400 paid by the Commission for office accommodation for the Secretariat
in the Bedford Institute of Oceanography would not be required in 1964/65 or
following fiscal years of the Commission,

Mr. Green (U.S.} suggested that the amount of $7, 500 required in
1964/65 as part payment of publication of the Environmental Symposium be
taken out of Item 6 and advanced from the Working Capital Fund in 1964/65
(Authority: Financial Regulation Sec. VI{2)} and reimbursed over a two or
three year period (Authority: Financial Regulations Sec. VI (4}).

The Committee agreed unanimously to this proposal and, in order to
meet the 1964 /65 estimated expenditures {Appendix I)

recommends

that the appropriationa totalling $74, 000 be financed by contributions
from member states and that the amount of $7, 500 be advanced from
the Working Capital Fund to meet the part payment of publishing the
Environmental Symposium in 1964/65 and that the advance from the
Working Capital Fund be reimbursed to the Fund over a period of 3
years.

3. Estimates for 1965/66 (F&A Agenda Item No. 8). The Executive Sec-
retary read the notes to the agenda item.

Mr. Cannone (Italy) suggested that the first payment to the Working
Capital Fund be deferred to 1966/67. The Committee agreed unanimously to
this proposal.

Mr., Green {U.S.) proposeed that Item 10 {Contingencies) be reduced to
$1,000, This wasa agreed to unanimously.

Under Item 6 (Other Contractual Services), the following reductions
were proposed: Research Bulletin from $6, 500 to $4, 000; the publishing of the
Envirdnmental Survey from $8, 000 to $6,000; Other Services from $6, 000 to
$5,500; and that $5, 000 be added to the Item to cover the remainder of the cost
of publishing the Environmental Symposium.

The Committee then recommends that the Commission give consideration
at the 1965 Annual Meeting to authorizing appropriations from member states
to cover expenditures for 1965/66 as detailed in Appendix II
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4, Time and place of 1965 Meeting (F&A Agenda Item 13). There being no
invitations, it was agreed that the 15th Annual Meeting of the Commission should
be held in Halifax, Canada, on 7 June 1965 and following days.

5. Salary structure. The Executive Secretary read the draft of a recom-
mendation requested by the Committee at its Second Meeting. Following diascus-
sion the Committee

recommends

that the salary structure and classification effective for employees of the
Fisheries Research Board of Canada be used as a guide for the Commis-
sion to establish salaries for the staff of the Commission's Secretariat
and that position classifications be eatablished based on comparable
written job descriptions. These suggested classifications might be made
by an appropriate board of the Civil Service Commission of Canada.

6. Publications (F&A Agenda Item 11). The Committee was asked to con-
sider a proposal from the Executive Secretary to reimburse FAO inp Rome for
meeling rooms, secretarial help, public address operators, overtime of atten-
dants, watchmen and elevator operators during the Environmental Symposium,
January 27- February 1, in the form of a gift of copies of the ICNAF Selectivity
Report and Marking Report. The Committee agreed to the proposal and

recommends

that 200 copies each of the Selectivity Report and Marking Report be sent
to FAO with the compliments of the Commission in return for considera-
tions during the ICNAF Environmental Symposium.

The Committee also agreed that the Executive Secretary should lock into
the possibilities of selling bulk lots of ICNAF publications to bock publishers
and distributors.

7. Procedurea for Effecting Commission Proposals (Plenary Agenda Item 15).
The Committee took note for information of a suggestion from the U.S5, delega-
tion on this subject that would require amendment of some paragraphs of Article
V1II of the International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (Appen-
dix II and IV) and

recommends

that, since the governments of member countries had not yet seen or
studied the suggestion, the Executive Secretary be asked to circulate it,
through Depositary Government, to the Governments of member countries
for consideration as a possible item for the agenda of the 15th Annual
Meeting.

8, Election of Chairman. The Chairman informed the Committee that he
would not be standing for re-election. He thanked the members for their support
during his years as Chairman of Finance and Administration and wished them
every success in their important work for the future,

Captain Almeida expressed his regret, personally and on behalf of the
members, at the retirement of Dr. MacKichan from the office of Chairman of F&A
after so many years of valuable service to the Cammission.

The Committee accepted unanimously the election of Mr.R. W, Green (USA)
as the new Chairman of Finance and Administration for 1964/65. Mr. Green ex-

pressed his appreciation for the honour accorded to him and to his country.

9. The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a. m.
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{a) 1964/65 Expenditures to be covered by appropriations of $74, 000 from
Contracting Governments

1. Personal Services

(a) Salaries $ 41,300

{(b) Superannuation 1,200
{c} Additional help 1,200

{(d} Medical plan . 300

2. Travel 3,500
3. Transportation 500
4, Communications 2,000
5, Other Contractual Services 16, 500
6. Supplies & Materials 3, 000
7. Equipment 1,500
8. Annual Meeting 3,000
$74,000

Detailed statement of expected expenditure 1964/65

re item 1 (a)

Exec, Sec. $ 16,000

Statistician 8,500

Editorial Asst. 5,040

Secretary 4,560

Clerk-Steno, 3,900

Clerk-Typist 3,300

$ 41,300

re item 2

Two overseas travel

{CWP on Statistica) $ 2,000

Poesible overseas

travel {re Seal and

R &S meetinga) 1,500 $ 3,500
re item 5

Ann. Proc. $ 1,000

Stat., Bull. 4,000

Sampling Yearbook 500

Res. Bull. 5, 000

Redbook 800

Other services 5,200 $16, 500
re item 8 Estimated coat of Annual

Meeting in Halifax-
Dartmouth area

{b) 1964/65 Expenditures to be covered by Advance of $7, 500 from Working
Capital Fund

Publishing of Environmental Symposium (part payment) $7,500
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1965/66 Expenditures to be covered by Appropriations of $§91, 000 from

Contractinj_Go vernments

1. Personal Services
{a) Salaries
(b) Superannuation
(c) Additional help
(d) Medical

2. Travel

3 Transportation

4. Communications

5. Other Contractual Services

6. Supplies & Materials

7. Equipment

8. Annual Meeting

9. Contingencies

$41,300
1,200
1,200
300
4,000
500
"2,500
27,500
3,500
2,000
6,000
1,000

$91, 000

Detailed statement of expected expenditures 1965/66

re item 5
Env. Symposium
Annual Proceedinga
Stat. Bull.
Sampling Yearbook
Res. Bull,
Env. Survey (5.P.#7)
Redbook
Other services

re item 9

$ 5,000

1,000
4,500

500
4,000
6,000
1,000
5,500

$27,500

Estimated cost of Annual Meeting outside North America

)
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Consideration of Procedures for Bringing jnto Effect Proposals adopted by the
Commission {(Plenary Agenda Item 15}

The procedure followed in paragraphs 7 and 8 of Article VIII of the Con-
vention has caused considerable delays in some instances in bringing into effect
the Commission's regulatory proposala. Delays by the various Members in
accepting proposals seem to stem from the routine manner of processing paper-
work, since substantive queetins related to the proposals have, in most
instances, not been raised,

There are precedenta for less time-consuming procedures for bringing
regulations into force under international f{isheries conventions, however. For
example, the International Whaling Convention and the Northeast Atlantic
Fisheries Convention provide that regulationa come into force after a fixed
period of time, except that Members may object during this time and are then
not bound by the regulation, All Parties to ICNAF are partiés to the Whaling
Convention and/or aignatories to the Northeast Atlantic Convention, except Italy.

We suggest that this speedier procedure used in the Northeast and Whal-
ing Conventions be considered for use in ICNAF. For this purpose we have pre-
pared a draft proposal along the lines of these two conventions and urge that
consideration be given to it at this meeting.

The draft is based on the Northeast Atlantic Fisheries Convention and
the International Whaling Convention, adapted to provide for the Panel set-up of
ICNAF, and adapted to conform to ICNAF language and provisions,

Paragraph 7 (a) would provide that proposals of the Commission become
effective after a fixed period, except as otherwise provided. It is suggested ’
that the period be six months rather than ninety daye as provided by the North-
east Atlantic and Whaling Conventions in order to give Contracting Governments
more time to consider proposals and to lodge objection if desired, and in order
that proposals become effective in mid-winter when the fisheries are least in-
tensive rather than in the fall when the season is still under way.

Paragraph 7 (b) would provide that any Contracting Government particip-
ating in the Panel or Panels for the subarea or subareas to which a propo sal
applies may object during the fixed period, thereby retaining the present ICNAF
concept that Governments participating in the Panel for the subarea to which a
proposal applies are the ones primarily concerned with approval or disapproval
of a proposal. It would further provide that any Contracting Government may
object during the fixed period to any proposal rnade under paragraph 5 which
would apply to the entire ICNAF area. This language would take into account
the proposed amendment on joint enforcement made in 1963. If any objections
were made, there would be a further period of sixty days, or thirty days after
receiving notice of an objection, whichever is later, during which other Govern-
ments could object. The Northeast Atlantic Convention has a similar provision;
the Whaling Convention provides for a further ninety days or thirty days from
notice. The proposal would then become effective for all Governments which had
not objected during the extended period, thereby retaining the ICNAF concept
that all Governments are bound by regulations while only Panel members pass
on regulations. However, if a majority of Governments participating ina Panel,
or a majority of all Governments in the case of paragraph 5 proposeals, object,
then .all Governmenta would be relieved of any obligation to enforce the regula-
tions unless any Governments agreed among themselves to give effect to them.
This is based on the provision of the Northeast Atlantic Convention whereby if
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three or more Governments object all Governments are relieved of their obliga-
tion to give efféct tow groposal unless they agree otherwise among themaselves.
It is modified to provide that a majority of Governments affected must object
because of the varying Panel memberships. 'There is no analagous provision in
the Whaling Convention; all non-objecting Governments are under obligation to
give effect to a proposal even if a majority should object. '

Paragraph 7 (¢) would provide that any Contracting Government which
has objected may withdraw the objection at any time. If the proposal is already
in effect that Government would give effect to it immediately on withdrawing ob-
Jjection; no lead time is necessary since the Government would know when it was
going to withdraw an objection and could plan to give effect to the proposal at
that time. If the proposal was not yet in effect at the time an objection is with-
drawn, it would be effective for that Government at the same time as for all
others under the terms of the Article. There are similar provisions in both
the Whaling and Northeast Atlantic Conventions.

Paragraph 8 would require the Depositary Government to notify all
Governments upon receipt of objection or withdrawal of objection apd of the
entry into force of any proposal, a standard requirement.
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U. 8. proposal for changes to Article VIII, para. 7 & 8 of the International
Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries regarding procedures for
bringing into effect proposals adopted by the International Commission for the
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (1964 ICNAF Plenary Agenda Item 15 refers).

"?7. {a) Each proposal made by the Commission under paragraphs | or
5 of this Article shall become effective for all Contracting Governments six
months after the date on the notification from the Depositary Government trans-
mitting the proposal to the Contracting Governments, except as otherwise
provided herein,

" {b) I any Contracting Government participating in the Panel or
Panels for the subarea or subareas to which a proposal applies, or any
Contracting Government in the case of & proposal made under paragraph 5
above, presents to the Depositary Government chjection to any proposal within
six months of the date on the notification of the proposal by the Depositary
Government, the proposal shall not become effective for any Government for an
additional sixty days. Thereupon any other Contracting Government participating
in the Panel or Panels concerned, or any other Contracting Government in the
case of a proposal made under paragraph 5 above, may similarly object prior
to the expiration of the additional sixty-day period, or within thirty days after
receiving notice of an objection by another Contracting Government made
within such additional sixty days whichever date shall be the later. The pro-
posal shall become effective for all Contracting Governments except those
Governments which have presented objections, at the end of the extended period
or periods for objecting. I, however, objections have been presented by a
majority of Contracting Governments participating in the Panel or Panels con-
cerned, or by a majority of all Contracting Governments in the case of a pro-
posal made under paragraph 5, the proposal shall not become effective unless
any or all of the Contracting Governments nevertheless agree as among them-
selves to give effect to it on an agreed date.

" (¢} Any Contracting Government which has objected to a proposal
may at any time withdraw that objection and the proposal shall become effective
with respect to such government, immediately if the proposal is already in
effect, or at such time as it becomes effective under the terms of this Article.

"g. The Depositary Government shall notify each Contracting
Government immediately upon receipt of each objection and of each withdrawal
of objection, and of the entry into force of any proposal. "
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Report of Final Plenary Session

Saturday, 6 June, 10:00 2. m.

1. The Session was opened by the Chairman, Mr. K. Sunnanaa (Norway?},
with the Commissioners and Advisers from the 13 member countries and
Observers from Japan and FAO present.

2. The Chairman announced that Plenary Agenda Items 1, "Opening", 2
"Agenda', 3 "Publicity'!, 4 "Panel membership'', 14 "Status of Commission
recommendations', 16 "Harp and hood seals' and 17 "Conservation require-
menta' had been completed in the Second meeting of the Plenary {(Proceedings
No.13),

3. The Report of the Third Plenary Session {Proceedings No. 17) was read
by the Executive Secretary and accepted unanirmously by the meeting, thus com-
pleting Plenary Iterns 18 "Adequacy of conservation measures’ and 25 "Reports
of Panels 1, 2, 3 and 4".

4, Under Plenary Item 12 "Mesh regulations', the Chairman asked the
Plenary to consider the Report on the Joint Meeting of Panels (Proceedings
No.16) which recommended to Plenary for acceptance the proposed changes in
mesh regulations set out in Appendix I to the Report of the ad hoc Committee
on Trawl Regulations (Proceedings No.15). The Report on the Joint Meeting
of Panela {Proceedings No. 16) was accepted unanimously.

5. The Chairman asked Mr. Gardner (UK) to present the Report of the

ad hoc Committee on Trawl Regulations (Proceedings No. 15) which contained
recommendations under Plenary Items 10 "Infringements', 11 "Topside Cod-
end Protection', Y2 "Mesh regulations" and 13 "Joint Enforcement'. KEach
agenda item was presented by Mr, Gardner and considered by the Plenary
separately. Under Plenary Item 10 "Infringements', recommendations for
clarification of the requirements on the Annual Returns form (Section 3 of
Appendix II to Proceedings No, 15) were accepted. Under Plenary Item 11 "Top-
side codend protection', recommendations for future use of materiale in the
construction of nets that are sufficiently strong not to require additional pro-
tection or methods of hoisting the net on board that obviate this need were
accepted. Under Plenary Item 12 "Mesh regulations'’, recommendations to
adopt proposed mesh-size requirements for materiale other than manila and
for the different methods of measurement (Table 1 in Section 2 of Appendix II
to Proceedingﬁ No. 15) after adoption of the revised mesh regulation {Appendix
I to Proceedinga No. 15) were accepted. Under Plenary Item 13 "Joint enforce-
ment'", recommendations to obtain information on national procedures and the
views of each member country as to the form of international inspection or
joint enforcement which should ultimately be taken and to arrange for exchange
of visite of enforcement officers in order to provide practical knowledge of the
problem before the 1965 meeting, were accepted.

6. Under Plenary Item 23 "Research and Statistics', the Chairman re-
quesated consideration of Addendum 2 to the Report of the Standing Committee
on Research and Statistics (Proceedings No.1). Mr. Beverton {UK}, Chairman
of the Committee, then presented recommendations regarding (a) publications
(b} Atlantic tuna organization (¢) ICES Liaison Committee Reports (d) arrange-
ments for 1965 R&S meetings (e} representatives on S&P subcommittee for
1964/65 and (f) observers at other international meetings. The Report of the
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Standing Committee on Research and Statistice with Addenda 1 & 2 {Proceedinga
No.1) was accepted. The Chairman of the Commission expressed sincere appre-
ciation on behalf of the Commmission and himself for the excellent efforts of Mr.
Beverton while Chairman of the Committee. Dr. Graham (USA} spoke on behalf
of the Commiasion acientists of the brilliant record of Mr. Beverton as a scien-
tist and administrator. He cited Mr. Beverton's accomplishmente in guiding

the ICNAF Assessment Report to completion, in chairing the successful ICNAF
Tagging Symposium and in providing direction for an attack on the problem of
the adequacy of present ICNAF conservation measures. Mr. Beverton thanked
the Chairman of the Commission and Dr. Graham for their kind words. The
Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistica was accepted sub-
ject to consideration of the recommendations from the Standing Committee on
Finance and Administration regarding items in the Report involving expenditures.

7. The Chairman of the Commission asked Dr. MacKichan to present the
Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (Proceedings
No,10, 12 and 18). All recornmendations under Plenary Items 5 "Administra-
tion and Finance 1963/64", 6 "Audit'1962/63", 7 "Estimates 1964/65",

8 "Estimates 1965/66", 9 "Commission headquarters", 15 "Effecting Com-
mission proposals", 22 "1965 Annual Meeting" and 24 "Finance and Adminis-
tration" were accepted unanirmously. '

8. Under Plenary Item 20 "Reports of ICNAF Observers', Mr. McKernan
(USA) as ICNAF observer to the 1963 meeting of the International North Pacific
Fisheries Commission referred to his report presented as Meeting Document
110; Mr. Beverton (UK) as ICNAF cbaerver to the 1963 meetinqloi ICES re-
ferred to his report presented as Meeting Document 82; Mr. Mocklinghoff
{Federal Republic of Germany) as ICNAF cbserver to the 2nd Annual Meesting

of the NEAFC, May, 1964 referred to Meeting Document 100, All reports were
accepted by the Plenary with thanks.

9. Under Plenary Item 21 "ICNAF Observers to other meetinga", the
Plenary agreed that the Chairman of the Commission and the Execuative Sec-
retary should be empowered to appoint ICNAF observers when necessary. The
Chairman recognized the chserver from FAO, Mr. Roy L. Jackaon, Chief of
the Fisheries Division, who thanked the Commission for-the invitation and
reviewed pertinent FAO plans (Meeting Document 111),

The Observer from Japan, Mr. Y. Uchimura, First Secretary,
Japanese Embassy, London, expressed the gratifude of hie colleagues and his
government for the opportunity of attending the meeting and reviewed Japanese
fisheries developments in the Northwest Atlantic {Meeting Document 112).

10. Under Plenary Item 26 "Other business', Mr, Briggs, Head of
Delegation for U.S. A., moved that the best thanks of the-Commission be ex-
tended to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, to Dr. Meseck
and his colleagues of the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry, to Dr.
von Brandt of the Federal Inatitute for Fisheries Research and to the officials
of the City of Hamburg for their generagity, hospitality and excellent meeting
facilities and arrangements. Mr. Mbcklinghoff {Federal Republic of Germany)
expressed the pleasure of his Government and its workers for the opportunity to
be host to the 14th Annual Meeting of ICNAF and to contribute to the furtherance
of the Commission'a ocbjectives.

11. There being no other business, the 14th Annual Meeting of the Com-
mission was adjourned by the Chairman at 11:30 a. m.



