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Rule 1 

PROPOSED RULES OF PROCEDURE 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

Representation 

DOC/2 
Feb. 7, 1951 

(a) A Contracting Governm~nt to the Iuternational 
Convel>tion for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, concluded at 
Washington On February 8, 1949, hereinafter referred to as the 
Convention, shall have the right to appoinc not more than 
three Commissioners and one or more experts or advisers to 
assist its Commissioner or Commissioners at meetings of the 
International Commission for the Northwest Atlautic Fisheries, 
hereinafter referred to as the Commission. 

(b) Each Government shall notify the Executive 
Secretary as soon as possible the name or names of its 
Commissioners on the Commission and of any change thereof. 

Rule 2 

A representative or representatives of any Advisory 
Committee established by any Contracting Government in 
accordance with Article V (1) of the Convention may, with the 
assent of the Contracting Government concerned, attend as 
observers all nOll-executive sessions at meetings of the 
Commission. Prior to each meeting the Commissioners shall 
inform the Executive Secretary of the names of such Advisory 
Committee members authorized to attend. 

Rule 3 

Any Government not a party to the Convention and 
any international organization may be represellted at meetings 
of the Commission by an obser'er or observers, if the Com
mission so decides from time to time. 

Voting 

Rule 4 

Each Contracting Go,ernment shall have one vote 
which may be cast by any Commissioner from· that Government. 
Observers, experts, and advisers may addtess plenaty meetings 
of the Commission, but shall not be entitled to ,ate. 
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Rule 5 

Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a 
two-thirds majority of the \otes of all the Contracting 
Governments. At meetings of the oommittees appointed by the 
Commission a simple majority of all members of such com
mittees shall be decisive. votes shall be taken by show of 
hands, by roll call in the English alphabetical order of 
the names of the countries, or by ballot, as in the opinlon 
Of the Chairman appears to be most suitable. 

Rule 6 

Between meetings of the Commission 01' in the case 
of an emergency, a vote of the Commissioners may be taken 
by mail, or other means of communication, in which case 
decisions also shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of 
the votes of all the Contracting Governments, each Contracting 
Goverr~ents having one vote. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Rule 7 

The Commission shall elect from its members a 
Chairman and a Vice-Chairma!l, each Of whom shall ser,e for 
a term of two years and slmll be eligible for re-election 
but not to a succeeding term. The Chairman aud Vice-Chair
man must be Commissioners from different COLtractlng Govern
ments. 

Rule 8 

The duties of the Chairman shall be: 

(a) to declare the openi"g and closing of each 
meeting of the Commission; 

(b) to preside at all meetings of the Commission; 

(c) to decide all questions of order raised at 
meetings of the Commission, subject to the 
right of any Commissioners to request that 
any ~uling by the Chairman shall be sub
mitted to the Commission for decision by vote; 

(d) to call for votes and to announce the result 
of the vote to the Commission; 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
Commissioners and the Executive Secretary 
th8 provisional order of business for the 
annual Commissioll Meeting SO that the 
Executive Sec·retary may transmit it to all 
Contracting Goverr~ents and Commissioners 
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not less than 60 days in ad·,ance of the meeting; 

(f) to constitute or appoint the members of 
committees i" accordance with the provision" 
of Rule 18. 

(g) to sign, on behalf of the Commission, a 
report of the proceedlrgs of each annual 
or other maeting of th;, Commission, for 
transmission to Contracting Goverr~ents, 
Commissioners, and others cOLcerned as 
a" authoritative record of what transpired; 

(h) generally, to make such decbions and ghe 
such directions to the Executive Secretar·y 
as will er.sure, especially in the int.erval 
between the meetinGS of the Commission, 
that the business of the Commission is 
carried out efficiently alid in accordance 
with its decision ... 

The Vice-Chairman of the Commission shall preside 

at meetings of the Commission, or between them, ia the absence 

or in the case of the illness of the Chairman. He shall 

On those occasions exercise the powers and duties prescribed 

for the Chairman. 

Executive Secretary 

Rule 10 

The Commission shall appoint an Executive 
Secretary and designate staff positions to be filled through 

appointments made by the Executive Secretary. The Com
mission shall fix the tenure, rate of renumeration, and 

travelling expenses for the Executhe Secretary and members 

of his staff. 

Rule 11 

(a) The Executive Secretary shall, subject to the 

general supervision Of the Commission, have full power and 

authority over the staff. All communicatior.s to and from 

the Commission shall be addressed to, or emanate from, the 

Executive Secretary. He shall be responsible to the 
Commission for the mal~gemant of its office, and for the 

receipt and disbursement pursuant to the fina~cial regula

tions of all monies received by the Commission, pursuant to 

its direction. He shall make aU neceasa.ry.a.r:r::a.rrgamants 

for Commission meetings, includircg secretarlal assistance 

for all meetings Of the Commission, and of its committees, 

and shall provide appropriate s(nvices to the Panels. 
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He shall prepare and ~ubmit to the Chairman a draft of the 
Commission's budgets (Article XI of the ConventJ.on) for 
each year and perform such other functions as may be 
assigned to him by the Comml3.sion, the Commission Chair
man, or the Chairmen of the Panels. 

(b) Communications to the Depositary Government, 
ir; pursuance of the provisions of Articles VI (2) and VIII 
of the Convention, shall be addressed to the Secretary of 
State of the United States of America. 

(c) The Executive Secretary shall receive the 
credentials of the Commissioners, and shall report thereon 
to the Commission from time to time. 

Order of Business 

Rule 12 

No order of business which involves amerdmer,t of 
the Rules of Procedure, budget or related financial matters, 
Panel membership m::>difications ur;der Article IV (2) of the 
Convention, boundary modificatior,s under Article VI (2) 
of the Convenoion, or transmittal of proposals or rec-

ommendations under Article VIII of the Convention, shall 
be the subject of decisive actior, by the Commiosion unless 
the subject matter has been included in the provisiunal order 
of business Which has been circulated to the Commissioners 
at least 60 days in advance of the meeting at which the 
matter is to be discussed. 

Financial 

Rule 13 

The fiscal year of the Commission shall be fr om, ________________ t 0, __________________ __ 

Rule 14 

Requests to Contracting Governments for financial 
contributions shall be accompanied by a copy of the budget 
resolution establi3hirlg the total assessments to members 
and the percentage scale under which members are assessed 
as well as the amount assessed against each member. 

Rule 15 

Financial contributiol,s by Contracting Governments 
to the COmmission, 'determined in accordance with Article XI 
of the Convention, shall be made payable to the Commission 
and shall be in the currency of the country in which the 
seat of the Commission is located, except that the Com
mission may accept payment in the currencies in Which it may 
be anticipated that expenditures of the Commission will be 
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made from time to time, up to an amount established each 
year by the Commission in cOlUlection with the preparation 
of alUlual budgets. 

Seat Of the Commission -----
Rule 16 

For the time being the seat of the Commission 
shall be located at: 

(in North AmerJ.ca) 

Rule 17 

The Commission shall hold a regular ar.nual meat
ing at its seat or at such other place in North America 
as may be agreed upon by the Commi3sion. Any other meeting 
of the Commission may be called by the Chairman at such 
time and place as he may determine, upon the request of the 
Commissioner of a Contracting Governmellt and sUbJect to the 
concurrence of the Commissioners of two other Contracting 
Governments, including the Commissioner of a Government in 
North America. 

Committees 

Rule 18 

(a) The Commiosion may establish such Ad Hoc 
Committees as it considers to be required from time to time. 

(b) There shall be a Staniing Committee 011 Finance 
and Administration appointed by the Chairman COl1siBting of 
Commissioners who may be assisted by experts and advisers 
and which shall advise the Commission on matters relating 
to thi Executive Secretary and his staff, on the budget of 
the CommissIon, on the time and place of meetings of the 
Commission, and on publications of the Commission. The 
Executive Secretary shall be an ex-officio member of thls 
Committee without vote. 

(c) There shall be a Standing Committee on 
Statistics, consisting of one Commissioner from each GOvern
ment who may be assisted by eAperts or advisers, which shall 
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develop and recommend to the Commission such policies and 
procedures in the collection, compilation, analysis and 
dissemination of fi~hery statistics as may be necessary to 
insure that the Commission has available at all times 
complete, current, and uniform statistics On fishery activities 
in Convention waters. The Executive Secretar·y shall be an 
ex-officio member of this Committee without vote. 

Panels 

Rule 19 

The Contracting Governments shall establish and 
maintain a Panel for each of the sub-areas provided for by 
Article I of the Convention. Each Contracting Government 
participating in any Panel ahall be represented on such 
Panel by its Commissioner or Commissioners, who may be 
assisted by experts or advisers. 

Rule 20 

After the Convel1tion has bean in force for two 
years, but not before that time, Panel representation shall 
be reviewed annually by the Commission, which shall have 
the power, subJect to consultatioll with ·the Panel concerned, 
to determine representation on each Panel On the basis of the 
provisions of Article IV (2) of the Convention. 

Rule 21 

Each Panel may adopt, and amend as occasion may 
require, rules of procedure or by-laws for the conduct of 
its meetings and for the exercise of its fUnctions and duties, 
provided that such rules of procedure, after adoption by 
the Panel, shall be approved by the Commission. 

Language of the Commission 

Rule 22 

English shall be the official and workir~ language 
of the COlIDDission but Commissioners may speak in any other 
language, if desired, it being understood that Commissioners 
dOing so will. provide their own interpreters. All official 
publications and communications of the Commission shall be 
in English. 

Rule 23 

Records of Proceedings of ~ CommIssion 

and of its Committees 
--,-. ---

Verbat1lll reeord&-Of' all meetings of the Commission shall 
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be provided by the Executive Secretary and shall be 
circulated promptly to all Contracting Governments and 
Commissioners. 

Rule 24 

Summary minutes shall be provided by the Executive 
Secretary of the proceedings of all meetings of its Standing 
Committees. 

Rule 25 

(a) The Commissior. shall publish annually, follow
ing its regular annual meeting, a report on its activities 
during the preceding year. Such report shall illclude a 
summary of its findings and of statistical, scientific and 
other information gathered pertaining to the fisheries of 
the Conventinn Area. 

(b) Commi;sior.ers should arrange, where feasible, 
for all reports on subjects of interest to the Commission 
which are published in their Own countries to be ser.t to 
the Executive Secretary of the Commission for record purposes. 
English tra.nslations where a\ailable should be provided .. 

Publicity of' Meetings 

Rule 26 

The non-executive meetings of the Commission shall 
ordinarily be public meetings unless otherwise determined 
by the Commi"sion. 

Amendment of Rules of Procedure 

Rule 27 

These rules of procedure may be amended from time 
to time by a two-thirds majority of the votes of all the 
Concracting Governments, provided they are Hot inconsistent 
with provisions of the Convention. 

-END-
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 

___ -: ____ nUT IIlflfTING - WASHINGTON, D. C. - APBIL Z, 1951 --------

s~I'I .... 1 tJo.:l.:2 

:EQ.E. ~ oonrrssrm' 

"']00/2 (Rev.2) 
April 5, 195J. 

(:.Copted in Third 3xecLlti ve Session :.priJ. 5, 1951) 

RuJ.e 1 

(a) ;, Contracting C;OV3rrJ.l13r.t to tl:e International 
COllv""tion for the: ~'orthwest :.t13ntic Fislleries, concluded at 
'~!ashinrton'Dn FI3'!]~uary 8, 1949, herinafter referred to as the 
Conver.tion, sl:all l:av3 t!o.3 r:.:,:::t to 8.::r.)oi.nt not D.ore tl,.an 
tt.rc0 Co.o.missio.'1':::-s ~11(' Ol1Z or Bore ex· ... "'!8rts or ac.visers to 
assist its COI:1L:iSSiO::'0::' or Com.nlission3rs E'.t mccti1:3S of the 
Int\3rnational Conuni.ss1on for ths North'.'iast :.tlantio Fisheries, 
hercinaft8:" referr.Jd to 8.S the Conunission. 

(0) Zach Gov..:;rr .... lcnt s:~all notif:" tj12 ~:::~ecLlti VG 
Secretary as soor... as 'possible the ra:1C; Dr !18.D13S of its 
Commissioners on th~ Co[;illlission and of fu'1~' chanse tl-lt~reof. 

RLtle 2 

:.. r:;urassi:t(l-'cive or rQnreSclltctiv8S of c . .!1y : .. c1viso!" 
Cownittee esta~li.she(' by allY Coetracting Gov0rnt.~l3!:t'in ... 
accordance Y1i t:: :.rticle .., (1) of the Convention TIl".y, "lith 
th0 asse:".t of t:-;·e Contractinc: Gov3rn:llent concer.r ... er, att211(1. 
as obs<Jrvars all non-3XCCl1..ti""/3 803810118 at nGetiX:~fs o·.~ tl"le 
Commission. J1rior to cae:: pwotins tI10 Co;~xais8ioncrs shall 
ill forr.l tr:.3 EXect!.tiv,::; Secretary 01 t:-:3 1'lar.10S 07' SLlch ~' .. dvisor~r 
ConllJli ttee aeJ:1bors authorized to c.ttene.. 

Rull3 3 

:.ny ~ov:rl1·,"nt not s. part·, to th" Conv,Jrtion ",nr' 
ano' il,t0I"Il2.tional or:;:mlization .'1e.~' be re:orcs3~tec". at Iueotincs 
of tl·.;;l Commission bJ' an oos(:rvar or observers, if the Com
missior. 90 aecir,os fron; time to time. 

Voting 

:!!:aob. Contraot~ng Governrlent shall be onti tIed to 
one 'lota wilier; cle.y be cast bl' an~r Co!wssionor f':"om that 
Gover.l1ilL::nt. Observers, e~.q}erts, and nr:.viscrs ma~,r ac.drcss 
plznarl"m0ctings of the Commission, but shell not be entitled 
to vote. 

B 10 



- 10 - DOC/ 2 (Rev.2) 
:.'pri1 5, 1951 

Decision.: of th0 COnmiS2ion 81" all '08 tal::en by a 
ty!o-thirc.s rnajori ty of the "otes oo~ all tlc.3 Contractins 
Governr.1Gnts. :.t neetinc;s of t.he COmll1.i ttces 8:'l)ointec'. by 
the Cornr.Ussion a simpl03 najori ty of e.ll li"';]1'o rs 0: such 
comrnitte<'ls sh9.11 b" dcc:'sivs. Votes shall b·o talcen by sho\'! 
of hanels, by roll call in tLe En:;lish alph2':lCti.cal or'JGr of 
the n8n8S of the countries, or b:r be llot, e.s in tha Opil:ion 
of the Cl:aiI'!..L.2,n·appears to bs most suitable. 

Rule 6 

Bety;ean nS3tiI!-:;s o~ the Cam..ruissj_on or in the case 
of an .3.rn.2rgenc~1, a vote of th8 Cor:::u.ssion-::rs f.lB.:.~ '.."'10 ta}:en 
by meil, or oth:!" Dle!?-l1S of cOll1.'ntmication, 2.l: -:;hich C,3.se 

~ecisions also 9:1e.ll ba tS.ken b'.' " "t'llo-thirds najority of 
the vot.zs of all ~he Contr::cting Governnents, G2.ch Contract
in,::.: ':'~oY:-rnr:ent aeint; enti t130 to 011e 't.1ote. 

Rule 7 

Exce";Jt as oth~rwi3c · ... To~\:-i~.3d ir.. Rule 9, t.Ile Com
mission shall cluct :L'rol,l its ~13i!lb3rS £l; Chair2.:i.an enG. 8 Vico
Chain:lan, for E'. t3rr'1 of' t-/iO :-J£'.rs ':,'ho sl:al:!. he eligj.'.:lo for 
re-el~ctior. b!.~t not to e. succzedir.,s tem.. Tb.3 Cl~aiI~.11e.n anG 
Vic3-Che.ilnar.. 2".lUSt b3 Co.mnD.8sio!l8!'S from diffcr31:t Contract
iI~g ·}o"!.Jr!1!'1ents. T!:G succasc1ing Ch2.irr:l8.n ~·'.r.d Vice-C:.;2.ir~J.an 
s1'.all t~·l:e office on t;-., __ ".c.y folloY!i",,:: thJ e::yiratior. of the 
tSITl of th:ir :~!,Gf·Jccssors. 

Rule 8 

(a) to recle:r3 th(; oper.j.l1C e,ne. closiCl:'. of each 
In'3::tj.r:.-; of tl"i3 Cor.unissicm; 

(b) to :,oresl.d.e 2t c.ll lllc<ltinc;s of the Commission; 

(c) 

(d) 

(<) ) 

to dacj.o.e ~.ll r:·Lt.3stion-=-: of' orc:·:r raisy~ at 
f.l~ctL'Ss 00' thi Cone):' ssion, sLlbject to the 
ri,,:r .. t of an~r Co.m.miss:!.o.l.~'.3rs to re.1uest that 
en:- rulir. ': o~, the Cha1.rr.:e.11 s1:.el1 be sub-
mi tt3d to tl13 CoMmission for decision b" vote; 

to call .'~or "rotes ~n·- ~C'J flnnOl'.'.'oe th,3 rcst'tlt 
of t:C3 yote to the Corunissior.; 

to r'etJrmil1e aft3r consLlltation 1';ith the 
Conmissioncr~ eM the "!!::(scuti '.'3 ScorGtarY 
"the ·'royj.sior,2.1 oreer of bc\siI'JSS for the 
annL1.F.l Commission !ie~t111" so that the 
~xa:Ot~t~.vo ~ucrctary rlay transr:lit it to all 
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Contracting Gover:m:nts ano Conmissioners 
not less than (30 l1a"s in edvc.nce of the 
meet5.!!g; 

(f) to const5.tute or a)point the "lemb·3rs of 
conmittoes in eccordance '.';itl: th'3 provisions 
of RLtle 16. 

(g) to sign, on behalf 0; the Conmssion, a 
:t-e:.jort of th2. l'roceecir~:;s of each t.nnual 
or otl~er neetinz of th0 CD~:~llssion, for' 
tre.nSllllsslo11 to Contractins Govarn:,wl,ts, 
Conmissioners, 311::- at> '~rs concerned e.s. an 
0l'.tlioritativ0 recore of ·:.If.~.f,t trE,ns]!ired.j 

(h) generally, to D.e.~::0 such necisions 2ne . Gi'tje 
SL1..Ct a..trect ions to th.::; E::;}CL~ti VG Secr3tary 
3S ':.iil1 8!~Sl'!.r:"..:, 8SiJccie.lly in tha intorv2.1 
b\3t·,':een the roe~tincs o-~~ the CC:-L-J.is.c::io:'., 
the.t tr,G bus:'nes.o of the COl!lJ:'lission is 
carr2.eC'l. out efficientl:' F..l1,:t in accorc1c.nce 
'-J! th i te cscisions. 

-'~hGneV3r th9 Che.in.lC'.n of thG COi.-llnission is unable 
to ""ct t~~e "T5.ce_C: .::i:'~:'lf,.n shE'_11 cA0ercisG th~ :po~:iors end ci'uties 
prascri b::;o. :::'01" the CL?iri!le~l1 find if tho o~fice of C~'airr:1an is 
vaoate':; a "e'.': Cl: 'ir:'lC;" ;>16Y he slectec at tbe nOJ:t m'3eting of 
the Cor.nniss:"ol1 ~or th·,:; t!...'1Gxpire( bzlF_l1ce of the tGnn. 

~xCOL:ti ve Secretary 

Tl'c COrllllissior.. she.ll ~,?poi!lt an ~XGOLltive Seoretary 
and designate staff positions to be fi 113:' tLrol.'.sh ap9oint
.:Jants made b'· tha Zxecutiv.:: Secrote.ry. Til;'; COl;;.mission shc.ll 
fix the tenur3, rate of r 3llluneration, ~nc. travellinG expenses 
tor tha 'JxeoL:ti va Seoretary ane !.c.embors of his st~.ff. 

Rule 11 

(a) Th3 E::eoutiva SecretarY 3J:~1l, subjeot to tl',c 
<;e ... :r:rel supervision of the Comrussion, >'e.v', f1.!ll pO'Ncr and 
authoritr OV3r tho staff. I:e she,ll b~ ros:?onsib1.e to the 
COlwssion :ror th3 uane.gencnt, of its offioa, e,nd ~or the 
reoeipt and c:isbl:rse.·::·~nt :.,ursuant to the' fil'!.e.::cial !'3Gull!.ti0l1s 
of ell ,,'lanies ro03i'T(1/1 b,' t:1e Commission, :?urs"e.C1t to its 
direction. 
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He shall 119.kc Goll necessnrJ arrB.l1;;:;".;illcnts includ,5.ns sGcr0tarinl 
assistancG for Commission and Cov...tni ttce DlGGtil"1.3S, ane. shall 
pro'Tidc 8ppropri~te services ':0 the Panels. Fe:> shall prepare 
and submit to the Cha~r",an a dre.ft of thG Commission 's 
buclg,ets (.:'.rticle ::r of -01"'...8 Convention) for ea.ch ugar ana. 
)erfonn ouch Ot!13::" fU.l'lctions as nay be e.ssig.'1so. to l,il:! by 
the Commission, the COlUmission Chein'lBn, or the CJc.a:.I"!1en of 
the P9nels. 

(b) C.or'1lllL"lications to the leposij;ory GO'f:or,ments, 
in pUrSl1&"Ce of the pro'lisions of :.l'tic13s VI (2) anc VIII 
of the COEv6n1!.ior.., shall be e.dtrcssec. to the Secretary of 
Steta of the jj'··itea States of .'.merioe.. 

(0) The ~~:~cl"..tive Secretar:: sr.?ll rGCeio"6 thJ 
c!'~d.sntials of the COLunissionGrs, anc~ ShEll rc~ort th3r.:on 
to,tho Commission from time to ti~'~c. 

Rule 12 

N" order of business ";]:cich :,,,'mlv'ls eco', ,-,d.ment of . 
ths Rules of ?rOCGl~.l~rG, bue-set or ::.".:.la.tcc fine2.1Cic,1 I2ettGrs) 
Panel membership modifications under .".rticlo IV (2) of the 
Convention, 'JoCT.!lde.r? mor~ifications under ~·~l .. ticle ill (2) of 
the COL venti on , or tranSllli ttal ot' p:;:oopos .... ls or !'ecoi.umenCa
tions under ;.rtic10 VIII of tl'3 ()oi'73r..tion, shall be t]ce 
su:'ject of Fe oGoision by thG Co!illllission L1nless the subject 
raattGr he.s been lnclne.eo in the pr07isione.l or::;"r of business 
"11111011 has been circclcted throllgll the Executi V'3 Secrct8ry to 
t:-:"e Cor::;.missioncrs c.t least 60 a.~'ys in eo",,"'e:lcc of the uaetillG 
at which the mattGr j.s to be C:isonssod. 
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Financial 
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The Commission shall adOpt and amend £inancial 
regulations necessary to the conduct o£ its £iscal a££airs • 

.§!!i !If. ~ Commission 

Rule 14 

For the time being the seat o£ the Commission 
shall be located in Canada. 

Meetings 

Rule 15 

The Commission shall hold a reGUlar an~ual meet
ing at its seat or at such other place in North America as 
may be agreed upon by the Con~ission. Any other meeting 
o£ the Commission may be called by the Chainaan at such 
time and place as he may determine, upon the request o£ 
the Commissioner o£ a Contracting Government and subject 
to the concurrence o£ the Commissioners o£ two other Con
tracting Governments, including the Commissioner o£ a 
Government in North America. 

Committees 

Rule 16 

(a) The Commission may establish such !£ hoc 
Committees as it considers to be required £rom time to time. 

(b) There shall be s Standing Committee on 
Finance and Administration consisting o£ one Commissioner 
£rom each Contracting Government who may be assisted by his 
experts and sdvisers and which shall advise the Commission 
on matters relating to the Exeoutive Secretary and his 
starr, on the budget o£ the Commission, on the time and 
place ot meetings o£ the Commission, and on publications o£ 
the Commission. The Committee shall choose its own chairman. 
The Executive Secretary shall be an ex-o££icio member ot 
this Committee without vote. 

(c) There shall be a Standinc Committee on Re
search and Statistics, conSisting or one nominee from e~ch 
Contraoting Government who may be assisted by experts or 
advisers, and by observers from non-Contracting Governments 
and from the Food and Agrioulture Organization ot the 
United Nations and the International Council £or E~plora
tion ot the Sea. The Committee shall develop and recommend 
to the Commission such policies and pr~cedures in the 
colleotion, compilation, analysis and diuBminaUon of tish
ery statistics as may be neoessary to insure that the Com
mission has available at all times complete, current, and 
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equivalent statistics on fishery activities in Convention 
waters. The Committee shall .keep under continuous review 
the research programs in progress in the Convention Area, 
and shall develop and recomm~nd to the Commission from 
timo to time such changes in existing programs, or such 
new programs as may be deemed desirable. The COOfu,ittee 
shall choose its own chairman. The Executive Secretary 
shall bo an ex-officio member of this Committee without 
vote. ' 

Panels 

Rule 17 

The Contractine Gover~ents shall establish and 
maintain a Panel for each of the sub-areas provided for by 
Article I of the Convention. Each ContractinG Government 
partiCipating in any Panel shall be represented on such 
Panel by its Commissioner or Comlnissioners, who may bo 
assisted by experts or advisers. 

Rule 18 

After the Convention has been in force for two 
years, but not before that time, Panel representation shall 
be reviewed annually by the Commission, which shall have 
the power, subject to conSUltation with the Panel concerned, 
to determine representation on each Panel on the basis of 
the provisions of Article IV (2) of the Convention. 

Rule 19 

Each Panel may adopt, and amend ss occasion may 
require, rules of procedure or by-laws for the conduct of 
its meetings and for the exercise of its functions and 
duties. 

Language of the C~ission 

Rule 20 

EnGlish shall be the official and working lang
uage of the Commission but, if desired, any other language 
may be used, it being understood that persons doing sn will 
provide their own interpreters. All official publications 
and oommunications of the Commission shall be in English. 

Rule 21 

Reoords of Prooeedings of the Commission 
--arid of its commirties 
~--

Records of all meetings of the Commission shall 
be provided by the Executive Secretary and shall be circu
lated promptly to all Contracting Governments and Commis
sioners. 

Cl 
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Rule 22 
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SUDlli~ary minutes of the proceedings ot all meetings 
of its Committees shall be furnished to the Commission. 

Reports 

Rule 23 

(a) The Commission shall publish annually, fol
lowing its regular annual meeting, a report of its activi
ties during the preceding year. Such report shall include 
a summary of its findings and of statistical, scientific 
and other information gathered pertaininc to the fisheries 
of the Convention Area. 

(b) Commissioners should arrange, where feasible, 
for all reports on subjects of interest to the Commission 
which are published in their own countries to be sent to 
the Executive Secretary of the Commission for record pur
poses. English translations wnere available should be 
provided. 

Amendment of Rules of Procedure 

Rule 24 

These Rules of Procedure may be amended from time 
to time by a two-thirds majority ef the votes of all the 
Contracting Governments, provided they are not inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Convention. 

- END -
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