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PROPOSED RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR PANELS 

Representation 

Rule 1 

Each Contracting Government to the International 
Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, concluded 
at Washington on February 8, 1949, hereafter referred to as 
the Convention, and which participates on the Panel, shall 
be represented on the Panel by its Commissioner or Commis­
sioners, who may be assisted by experts or advisers. 

Rule 2 

A representative or representatives of an Advisory 
Committee established by any Contracting Government partici­
pating in the Panel in accordance with Article V (1) of the 
Convention may, with the assent of the Contracting Government 
concerned, attend as observers all non-executive meetings of 
the Panel. Prior to each meeting of the Panel the Commis­
sioners shall inform the Executive Secretary of the names of 
such Advisory Committee members authorized to attend. 

Rule 3 

Commissioners of contracting Governments not 
participating in the Panel shall have the right to attend 
the meetings of the Panel as observers, and may be accompa­
nied by experts and advisers. 

Voting 

Rule 4 

Each Government participating in the Panel shall 
have one vote, which shall be cast by a Commissioner repre­
senting that Government, Observers, experts, and advisers 
may address meetings of the Panel but shall not be entitled 
to vote. 

Rule 5 

Decisions of the Panel shall be taken by a two­
thirds majority of the votes of all the Governments partici­
pating in the Panel. Votes shall be taken by a show of hands, 
by roll call in the English alphabetical order of the nameS 
of the countries, or by ballot, as in the opinion of the 
Chairman'appears to be most suitable. 

Rule 6 

Between meetings of the Panel or in the case of an 
emergency, a vote of the Commissioners of the Governments 
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which participate in the Panel may be taken by mail, or 
other meane of communication, in which case decisionB a1BO 
shall be taken by a two-thirdB majority of the votes of all 
the GovernmentB participating in the Panel. 

Chairman 

Rule 7 

The Panel shall elect from its members a Chairman 
who Bhall serve for a period of two years and shall be 
eligible for re-election but not to a Bucceeding term. 

Rule 8 

The dutieB of the Chairman Bhal1 be: 

(a) to declare the opening and closing of 
each meeting of the Panelsl 

(b) to preside at all meetings of the Panell 

(c) to decide all queBtions of order raised 
at meetingB of the Panel, subject to the 
right of the CommiBsioner or any partici­
pating Government to request that any 
ruling by the Chairman shall be submitted 
to the Panel for decision by votel 

(d) to call for votes and to announce the 
result of the vote to the Pane11 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
CommisBioners of the GovernmentB partici­
pating in the Panel the provisional order 
of business for the Panel meeting held in 
conjunction with the annual Commission 
meeting, and to Bubmit it to the Commission 
for tranBmittal to all Contracting Govern­
ments and CommissionerB by the Executive 
Secretary not less than 60 days in advance 
of the meeting 1 

(f) to sign on beh1af of the Panel a summary 
report of each meeting of the Panel for 
BubmiBBion to the Commission and the 
participating Governments on the pane11 

(g) generally, to make Buch decisions and give 
Buch directions to the Executive Secretary 
aB will ensure, eBpecially in the interval 
between the meetingB of the Panel, that 
the business of the Panel iB carried out 
efficiently and in accordance with its 
decisions. 
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Rapporteur 

Rule 9 

At each meeting the Panel shall select from its 
members a Rapporteur who shall prepare and submit to the 
Chairman of the Panel a summary report of the meeting. 

Order of Business 

Rule 10 

No order of business which involves amendment of 
the rules of procedure or recommendations or reports under 
Articles VI(2), VII, or VIII (3) of the Convention shall 
be the subject of decisive action by the Panel unless the 
subject matter has been included in the provisional order 
of business which has been circulated to all Contracting 
Governments and Commissioners at least 60 days in advance 
of the meeting at.which the matter is to be discussed. 

Financial 

Rule 11 

The panel shall not incur any financial obligations 
except in accordance with directions given by the Commission. 

Meetings 

Rule 12 

The Panel shall hold a regular annual meeting in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of the Commission. Any 
other meetings of the Panel may be called by the Chairman 
at such time and place as may be agreed upon by a simple 
majority of the Governments participating in the Panel. 

Committees 

Rule 13 

The panel may establish such Ad Hoc Committees as 
it considers to be required from time to time. 

Language of the Panel 

Rule 14 

English shall be the official and working language 
of the Panel but Commissioners may speak in any other language, 
if desired, it being understood that Commissioners doing so 

E4 



- 4 -

will provide their own interpreters. 
recommendations and communications of 
English. 
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All official reports, 
the Panel shall be in 

Record of Meetings 

Rule 15 

A summary report of all meetings of the Panel shall 
be submitted by the Chairman thereof to the Commission. 

Amendment of Rules of Procedure 

Rule 16 

The rules of procedure may be amended from time to 
time by a two-thirds majority of the votes of all of the 
Governments participating in the Panel, provided they are 
not inconsistent with provisions of the Convention. 

- END -

E5 



- 5 -

'N"'N"'""" COMM""'N m.g '"' ""'"""" AnA"" '" ... " 

--------I'IB.8T MEETING - WASHINGTON, D. C. - APRIL Z, 1951 --------

Rule 1 

DOC/4 (Rev. 1) 
April 4, 1951 

PR9P9SBB RECOMMENDED RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR PANELS 

Representation 

Each Contracting Government to the International 
Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, concluded 
at Washington on February 8, 1949, hereafter referred to 
as the Convention, and which participates on the Panel, 
shall be represented on the Panel by its Commissioner or 
Commissioners, who may be assisted by experts or advisers. 

Rule 2 

A representative or representatives of 8ft any 
Advisory Committee established by any Contracting Govern­
ment participating in the Panel in accordance with 
Article V (1) of the Convention may, with the assent of 
the Contracting Government concerned, attend as observers 
all non-executive meetings of the Panel. Prior to each 
meeting of the Panel the Commissioners shall inform the 
Executive Secretary of the names of such Advisory Committee 
members authorized to attend. 

Rule 3 

Commissioners of Contracting Governments not 
participating in the Panel shall have the right to attend 
the meetings of the Panel as observers, and may be accompa­
nied by experts and advisers. Prior to attendance at any 
meeting of the Panel, such Commissioners shall inform the 
Executive-secretar¥ or-paDel Chairman of their attendance 
and of the names ~ experts and advisers accompanying them. 

Voting 

Rule 4 

Each Government participating in the Panel shall 
have one vote, which shall be cast by a Commissioner repre­
senting that Government. Observers, experts, and advisers 
may address meetings of the Panel but shall not be entitled 
to vote. 

Rule 5 

Except as provided in Rule 12 decisions of the 
Panel shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the votes 
of all the Governments participating in the Panel. Votes 
shall be taken by a show of hands, by roll call in the 
English alphabetical order of the names of the countries, or 
by ballot, as in the opinion of the Chairman appears to be 
most suitable. 
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Between meetings of the Panel or in the case of 
an emergency, a vote of the Commissioners of the Govern­
ments which participate in the Panel may be taken by mail, 
or other means of communication, in which case decisions 
also shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the votes 
of all the Governments participating in the Panel. 

Chairman 

Rule 7 

The Panel shall elect from its members a Chairman 
whe-ehe%%-eer¥e for a ~eriea term of two years efta who shall 
be eligible for re-election but not to a succeeding term. 
If the office of Chairman is vacated a new Chairman may be 
erected at the next meeting-of the Panel for the unexpired 
balance of the term. 

Rule 8 

The powers and duties of the Chairman shall be: 

(a) to declare the opening and closing of 
each meeting of the Panel; 

(b) to preside at all meetings of the Panel; 

(c) to decide all questions of order raised 
at meetings of the Panel, subject to the 
right of the Commissioner of any partici­
pating Government to request that any 
ruling by the Chairman shall be submitted 
to the Panel for decision by vote; 

(d) to call for votes and to announce the 
result of the vote to the Panel; 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
Commissioners of the Governments partici­
pating in the Panel the provisional order 
of business for the Panel meeting held in 
conjunction with the annual Commission 
meeting, and to submit it to the Commission 
for transmittal to all Contracting Govern­
ments and Commissioners by the Executive 
Secretary not less than 60 days in advance 
of the meeting; 

(f) to sign on behalf of the Panel a summary 
report of each meeting of the Panel for 
submission to the Commission and the 
participating Governments on the Panel; 

(g) generally, to make such decisions and give 
such directions to the Executive Secretary 
as will ensure, especially in the interval 
between the meetings of the Panel, that 
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the business of the Panel is carried out 
efficiently and in accordance with its 
decisions. 

Rapporteur 

At each meeting the Panel shall select from its 
members a Rapporteur who shall prepare and submit to the 
Chairman of the Panel a summary report of the meeting. A 
summary report of the proceedings of all meetings of the 
Panel shall be prepared and submitted to the Chairman of 
the Panel. 

Order of Business 

Rule 10 

No order of business which involves amendment of 
the rules of procedure or recommendations or reports under 
Articles VI (2), VII, or VIII (3) of the Convention shall 
be the subject of aee*s*¥e 8e~~e" a decision by the Panel 
unless the subject matter has been-included in the pro­
visional order of business which has been circulated 
through the Executive Secretary to all eeft~r8e~*ft~-6e¥erft­
meft~s ana Commissioners at least 60 days in advance of the 
meeting at which the matter is to be discussed. 

Financial 

Rule 11 

The Panel shall not incur any £*ftefte*8i-ebi~~e­
~ieft8 expenditure except in accordance with directions 
given by the Commission. 

Meetings 

Rule 12 

The Panel shall hold a regular annual meeting in 
conjunction with the annual meeting of the Commission. Any 
other meetings of the Panel may be called by the Chairman 
at such time and place as may be agreed upon by a simple 
majority of the Governments participating in the Panel. 

Committees 

Rule 13 

The Panel may establish such Aa Hee Committees as 
it considers to be required from time to time. 
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Language of the Panel 

Rule 14 

DOC/4 (Rev.l) 
April 4, 1951 

English shall be the official and working language 
of the Panel but €emmissiefters may s~ak ift if desired any 
other language may be used, i~ eesiree it being understood 
that €eMm~e8~e"erS persons doing so will provide their own 
interpreters. All offic1al reports, recommendations and 
communications of the Panel shall be in English. 

Record of Meetings 

Rule 15 

A summary report of all meetings of the Panel shall 
be submitted by the Chairman thereof to the Commission. 

Amendment of Rules of Procedure 

Rule 16 

~he These rules of procedure may be amended from 
time to time by a two-thirds majority of the votes of all 
of the Governments participating in the Panel, provided 
they are not inconsistent with provQsions of the Convention. 

- END -
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