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THE SEZCRETARY GENERAL (IIR. WHEELER): ©Panel 4 will be
convened at this time. Panel 4 covers Sub-Ares 4. Member-
ship at the present time consists of Canasde and the United
Statea. A4s In the other pamnels, all other Crmmissioners
are entltled to speak but not to vote.

The Cheir, in calling thias panel to order, moves that
with respect to the proposed Rules of Procedure, they be
adopted provisionally with the exception of that section
dealing with the election of a chairman which at this time
can be adopted finally in order that a chairman may be desig-
nated.

DR. DEASON (UNITZD STATES): Second the motion.

THE SECRETARY GENERAL (MR. SHEELER): The Chalr will
listen for nominations for Chairmasn of the Panel.

D, DEASON (UUITED STaTES): It glves me sreat pleasure
tn nominate Mr. liacKichan of Canada as Chalrman for Panel 4,
with the further additlon to the motion that since Mr.
MacKichan is absent at the woment, the Canadian delegation
designate a Chairman Pro Tem to serve in his stead at the
pregsent session.

DR. NEEDLER (CAWADA): It geems there is only one other
alternative since the chairman must be a Commissioner, I
second the motion.

THE SECRETARY GENLRAL (MR. WHEELER): The motion is
seconded with the understanding that Mr. Gushue will serve.
Without further ado, we will turn the meeting over to you,
Mr. Gushue.

THE CHAIEMAN PRO TEM (MR. GUSHUE): The first item is
the final adoption of the Rules of Procedurs.

DR. DEASON (UNITED STATES): The adoption of the Rules
of Procedure is moved,

DR. BATES (CANADA): Second.
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THE CHAIRMAN PRO TEM (MR. GUSHUE): The rules of
procedure are adopted. Item 6, "Reports by the Commis~
sloners, 1f avallsble, on the status of the fisheries and
of research programs in the asub-area".

DR. DEASON (UNITED STATES): Mr. Chaeirman, I do not
belleve it ia necessary for the United States, on its part,
to make any stetement at this time. I believe that anything
the Unlted States might offer with reference to the status
of research and the status of the fisheries in Sub-Area 4
i1s covered in Document 9 which has been distributed to all
of the delegatlons. It is a general summary review of the
United Btates flsheriles in the Commission area, in which
there 1s a brief introductory sectlon giving & resume of the
varlous specles and what is lkmown in research.

I believe that during the informal research aseminars
there has been a general discussion of the status of research
in the area on the part of the United States, and perhaps to
some extent on the nart of Canada; and the United States has
nothing to propose in a formal manner, at the nresent session,
in the way of a statement on resocarch in Sub-Area 4.

OR. NEEDLER (CANADA): Mr. Chairman, I think we arec in
somewhat the same position. We have not come prepared with
a forwmal statement »f the work,

I think 1t might be worth while taking s few minutes
Just to outline Canada's position 1n this area. A4s you know,
the Fisherles Resesrch Board of Canasds has hsd = direet
Interest, or intimste interest, in this area for a longer
period than in Area 3, the fisheries in Sub-Arez 4 being
right at our door, as 1t were.

Our investlgations might be outlined very briefly as
follows: QOver a number of years, and in cooperation with
the United States and to some extent with other countries,
there has been a great deal nf exploratory hydrographic
work done in this area. It has shown that 1t 1s an area with
rather severe seascnal differences, and, consequently, the
hydrography of the area and changes in the hydrography are
extremely Important to an understanding of short-term changes
in the fishery, as well as much shorter term changes than we
have heard outlined for the Greenland area.

Now, we have felt the need in this area for =a long-term,
continued prorram of hydrographic investigation, and finally
the Fishcriles Hesearch Board, with the assistance of the
davy, through the Joint Committee on Oceanography, has com~-
menced, about a year ago, quarterly surveys ineluding some
dozen or riore hydrographic sections across the contlnental
shelf, and we fecl already that 1s beginning to pay off.

Some of the hydrographic changes are very sudden, and
rather startling. It was rather startling to us this winter,
for example, to dlscover water which woas really too warm for
cod in February on certein of the banks just off Halifax.
Perhaps 1t 1s dangerous to say 1t was too warm for cod, but
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the temporatures in which cod are usually most abundant in
our wcters. ‘

‘e fesl, therufore, that this progrem is a very Important
ono, and we fully intend, 1f we are not interrupted by wars
nr depressions, to keep up a program of quarterly surveys in-
definitely. Ve are, of course, on the hydrographic side,
very muech interested in everything that is beins done on
elther side of us, to understand the contributory factors:
chan::es In the southwerd movements of waters along the
Lacrador Coast; changes in the Gulf Stream; end changes in
the in-shore contributions from the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

On the fisheries side, general work on the life history
of the species concerned occupied most of our sfforts up to
thie last few years. Since 1946 there hos been a rrogram of
regular sampling of ‘%e stocks of all the rprincipal commer-
cial species to dis¢.wer changes in the age distributiong,
changes In the Importance of broocds, and generally to get the
informstion which would indicute over-fishing, should it
ever occur.

The present state at the moment, in our opinion, is that
the stocks in this area could stand more fishing, rather than
less, the ages of the fish belng, on the average, pretty high,
indicating total mortslity rates which are not a cauae for
concern,

In additlion to blological statistics of that kind--bio--
loglcal dnta of that }ind--we have a fairly thorough cover-
age of our rather small off-shore fleet, actually getting
records of about 820 to 90 percent of all fishing trips through
log-vook records snd interviews.

This intensive work, both in sampling the fish
stoclis and In gotting detailod statistics of where and when
fish are caught, and with what effort, 1s only about four
vours old--five rcurs nld, It is a program tlat has started
since the last war, ana ur. Martin has been in charge of 1t;
and, consequently, we have little yet to report which extends
over a long enough period to show trends signilficantly. And,
as a matter of fact, we Leel that the program is only getting
1ants its stride, as we have had quite a few difficulties to
work osut in the early stages.

I would not like to say anything more at the present
time, Mr., Chalrman, and tzke up the time of the company, but
we would hope at the next meeting of the Panel to present a
written summary of our investigations in the area, and we
siiculd hope thaet withln the next year 1t would be prossible to
develop a program of cooperative research.

Canada and the United States have always worked very
closely 1n thls field. The Fisheries Research Board are in
very close touch with the work of the Northwest Atlantic in-
vestlgetions by the Fish and Wildlife Service in the United
Stutes; but we also would hope in this area, as in Sub-ires 3,
to erlist the cogperation of the French and the Portug::ae
particularly, because although thelr operations are not as Ca
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inpartant as they sre in Sub-Area 3, they are, nevertheless,
gupstantial encugh to require study, if we are to have a
real picture of what is happening to the fish stocks, es-
pecially 1n the essternmost parts of Sub-Area 4.

TIE CHATRIAY (MR. GUSKUE): Thank you.

DR. DEASON (UWITED ST.TES): Mr. Chairman, I think it
might be appropriate, at this juncture, to indicate that the
Unlted St:tes does appreclete and think that the informal
coopsration between the workers of the Fishery Research Board
of Canada and the Fish and Wildlife Service, which has exlsted
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over many years, ls veory important. I think thia Panel might
anpropriately indicete 1ts approval of such cooperation and
exprese the hope that 1t would be continued and even inbten-
gifled.

Further, T think that there is an opportunity for assis-
tance, perhaps to some grester degree, in the statistical
rescerch program carriled on by Caneda, and that the Panel
might recommend that cooperstion in the statistical program,
with a view towards getting informetion frorm /imerican veasels
that fish in Sub-irea 4, slong the same basls that Cansds
ls now collecting information, so that more complete data
might be obtalned on the vessel fisheries within the sres
that zre conducted by the United States vessels.

DR. NEEDLER (CaNiDi): I would like to say, Mr. Chalrman,
that as far as the fishery statistlcs =re concerned, and even
the sampling of the stocks, the Unilted States investZigations
were ahead of curs, even on these sreas next to our cocst, for
many years, and although we feel thet we have been caught up
or are catching up, it is only in the last four or five years,

S0 that the besic informstion en what has been happening
to the fish stocks, indlcations of chaenges in sbundsnce and
so on, on what we like to call the Nova Seotla area=—-the
banks off Nova Scotla--has largely been obtained by the United
States, up until the last few years=~I mean, quantitative in-
Tormation on the stocks,

THE CHLIRM.N (.. CUSIUE): I think 1t can be taken that
Dr. Deason's mcticn of a recormendetion to the Coumlssion has
coriplete agrecrient.

DR. DE.SON (UHITED ST.TES): May I, at this juncture,
make a relsted observetion? I merely wish to make an obser-
vation for the record of this Panel,

The United States Commissioners, approximetely ten days
or two weeks before this first session of the Cemmission
convened, consulted with the industry advisory committee
whieh the United States Cermissioners were obliged te consti-
tute under United Ststes implementing leglslation. There was
the hope expressed by this industry advisory group that if
and when reguletions might be adopted in Sub-.reca 5, the
Commission consider simultaneously the implicctions of the
adoption of such regulations in Sub-irea 5 on the fisheries,
and the flshery epsrations in Sub-.irea 4, and our industry
feels that possibly 1t might be desirable to coordinate any
regulatory measures that might be recommended as between the
two sub-sreas. In other words, our industry feols that there
will possibly be related eflfects of the application of regu-
latlions in one sub-area and those of another, end it feels that
the Commission should be at all times cognizant of that pos-

MR. SI/RGENT (UNITED ST..TE8): Mr. Chalrman, the rcason

that that was broached by the United Stetes industry 1s that
some of the vessels currently fishing in irea 5 nisht make one
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trip to wrea 5 snd then their next trip to irea 4; or in some
cases they start out on Lrea 5 and can't find the fish, and
ray then go on to .rea 4,

I realize that this might be a rather difficult thing
to work out because the areas are quite different, but I
think if we can, someheow, think of them together, 1t might be
adventageous from the point of view cf the fishing vessels,
partleul-rly of Massachusetts.

TLE CHAIRMLY (MR. GUSHUE): I think that these remarks,
wnich go in the record, will be noted by the Chairman and the
FPanel nf .rea 4.

T thinlz we have cove.ed Item 7 in our dlscussions, "Formu-
lation and .doption af Recormendetions to the Commiasicn, if
any." Therc hes been one recommendstion adopted, proposed by
Dr. Deason. Is there any other?

IF not, we come to Item 8, "Other Business". Is there
any other business?

Iten 9 is, ".pproval of Report to the Commission". The
verbatim proceedings will be taken as the report of the Com-
nission.

Item 10 1is, "idjouwrnment".

PR. DE..503% (UNITED STLTES): I move the adJournment of
the mueting of Panel 4.

DR. BnTES (CialinDi): Second.

THa CHLIGMAN (DR. GUSHUE): The ad journment is moved
and seccnded. The Penel is adjourned.

( r.rcupon, ct 11:40 a.w., the meeting was adjourned.)

- END -
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