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At this meeting Dr. 4.W.H. Needler (Canada} was elected
Chairman. There was a rather lengthy discussion of methods
of gathering fishery statistics in the Convention area, of a
proposal for a minimum mesh regulation for trawls used in
the haddock fishery, and & proposal for review of research
programs.,

It was deciced that the proposed report and recommnenda-
tions of the Committee should be prepared by a Drafting Sub-
Comnittee. The following persons were elected to constitute
the Sub-Committee:

Dr. W. . dartin, Canada
Dr, A.W.H. Needler, Canada
Dr. L. 4. Walford, United States

B ok oAk ok odko

Report of the HMeeting of the
Drafting sub-Committec of the
Committee on Research and statistics

The Drafting Sub-Comnittee met Sunday, april 8, 1951,
at 3:15 p.m.

The items referred to the Sub-Comnittee by the Stsnding
Committee on Research and Statistics were discussed, and a
draft prepared for submission to the Committee on Research
and Statistics at its next meeting.
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Second Meeting of the
Comnittee on Research and Statistics

The Committee held its second meeting on Monday,
April 9, 1951, at 10:15 a.m., in Conference Room C, Shoreham
Hotel, with the folloving countries represented: Canada,
Denmark, Iceland, United Kingdom, and United 3tates.

The report of the Sub-Committee on Drafting was read
and, after some discussion, certain minor changes were in-
corporated into the draft.

The Committee approved the report at this meeting and
submits the following items to the Commission:

1. Fishery Statistics in the Convention Area

The Committees considered the following basic fisheries
statistics for all Jub-areas to be the minimum requirements
essential to the purposes of the Commission; namely, the
development of means of maintaining the .aaximum sustained
yield:

{a) the total weishts landed annually, in statistical
regions corresnoncding to the Commission's Sub-
ureas, by species for at least five principal
species and by commercial size categories for
those species commonly culled;

(b) cata on fishing effort ¢xpended per annum, (such
as, for example, number of days absent from port
by fiskingz vessels, number of vessel-days spent
in actual fishing, ctc.); and

(c) estimates of the quantities caught but not landed,
for each of the principal species.

The Committee points out thut there are now large gaps
in this information in the Convention arcsa,:and recommends
that the Commission instruct the Zxecutive Jecretary to re-
view the situation before the next annual meeting of the
Commission in consultation with the appropriite persons in
all countries fishing in the Convention area and with FAO
and ICES, and to report on the adequacy of the statistics
and on the problems involved in improving them. Such a
report would be reviewed by the Committee a2nd would serve
as ¢« basis for recommending action Ly the Commissicon at its
next meeting.

2., Beview of Research Programs and Results

The Committee recomaends that the Commission request
governments conducting research in the waters of the Conven-
tion area to submit summaries of programs and results of
such research to the Commission in sufficient time and in
sufficient number for distribution by the ixecutive Secre-
tary to members of the Commission cnd of th. Sommittee sixty
days in advance of cach annual meeting of the Comaission,
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Suech surmeries would ennble the Cormittes to Keep such
prozrems under review, and discherge itg dubties under

Rule 16°(c¢) of the Rules of Procedure /P0CG/2 (Rev.2),

April 5, 1951

The Comrittes mpprovad the following item for sub-
mission to Panel 5:

3., The Haddock Fishery in Sub-area 5

{a) The Commlttee considered the question of regulating
the mesh size in the cold-end of 4ravils used for
catehing haddock. It egreed that before predic-
tlon can be made with oconfidence, as to what will
be the relation betvieen mesh sizes and biologlecal
effeots, further information 1s required on natu-
ral mortality rates of scrod and adult fish,

The Committee suggested two possible means of
neasuring natural mortality:

(1) by rmeking a series of oensuses of the area
wlth a trawl having & mesh small enough to
catch sizes whieh now escepe froa ordinary
commerclal gear, and observing age frequen-
oles and changes in numbers caught;

(11) by determmining the total number of eggs and
larvae-in the area during the spawning
season, estimating from those data the
total adult population, and comparing the
latter estimate with totel catch and with
egstinates of total rmortelity from catch
datas

Bach of these approaches requires a research program
that is far bevond the canacity of present facilities;

(b) The Committze agreed thet it iz desireble to
establish a ninimum cod-end mesh size in Sub-ares 5
as an expericent. This mesh size should be set
at e level which wiould allow e maximum proporbéion
of unmuarketable-sized haddock to escape with mini-
mal effect on the catech of markstable-sized fish,

This recommendation is made on the understending
that the fellowlng information will be neds avail-
able before and after the regulation comes into
effeoct: total cetch; cetch per effort; and size
corposition of the catech, both for the fish landed
and for those discarded;

(e) With regard to the size of mesh to be esteblished
initially, there was complete agreement that it
ecould be as great as 3.3/4 inches (gauge measure-
meBt of opening); but there was disagreement as
to whether it shoulé be larger.

The Committee thercfore recommends that sclentists
representing‘the United States and Canada together consider
this preblem, in order to provide Pancl 5 before its next
meeting with: ' '
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{1) a resume 6f pertinent information now
avellables

(11} a recommendation regardilng e mesh size,
end collateral questions, for the initial
gxperimental reguletion; and

(i11) a recommended ressarch program to meet the
reculréments set forth iIn the above para-
graphs,

4, Next Meeting

The Committee considers it desirable that it meet
two or three days in advence of the Commission meetlng,
or on such a date as will assure time to consider the
summaries and reseearch programs submitted by the verious
countries.

- END -
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