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lienort by the Chairman Concerning the ]first Meetl..ng.. 

1. Origin 8!ld :levelo'lment f"Jf the COmmission: 

The fisheries of the Northwest Atlantic 6csan are the oldest in the 

Western Hemisphere, ha71ng been pr~8ecuted for more than 300 years. 

nuring recent years certain fisheries of the Br"J&. particularly off the 

New England coast of the Un! ted States of Amerh;ll, have shown signs of 

depletion. 

Recogniticn of the ~roblem nf reduced ab~ance and ~otential deple-

tien of the fisheries of the ~orth Atlantic 0cean prompted the convening 

of three international conferences at London in 1937. 1743, and lS40. 

None of the Agreements concluded at these conferences has as yet entered 

into force. The earlier conferences consl':.ercd problems related to the 

entire North Atlantic. However. ~ 1946, in connection with a s~gestion 

offered by the United States of America. the conference declded to re

strict its consideration to the area east of 420 West Longitude. This 

deciSion was taken in recognition of the a~propriateneBS of separating 

the North Atlantic into eastern an~ western sections for conservation 

PUrposes. 

In order to considor problClt.s affecting the flBheries of the North-

west Atlantic, tr~ United States of America convened a conference ~f 

eleven countries at Washington in Ja"luary 1949. 'I'he work of this con-

ference resulted in the opening for signature on February 8, 1949 of the 

Internati0nal Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fishar16s, hereinafter 

referred to as the Convention. The text of the Convention is conta~ed 

in A?pendix r of this report. 
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The Convention entered into fcrce on July J. 1950, after the deposit 

of instruments of ratification by fO'll" 81.gnator,y 6:overnments. namely 

Canada (including Newfoundland), Ic61and, the llnited Kingdom, and the 

United States of America. It entered into force on December 4, 1950 with 

reapflct to TIenmark. the date of d.ep(')slt of its instrument of ratification. 

The signatory governments that have not as yet deposited instruments of 

ratification ere France, Italy, Nor\.,~, Portll&al and Spain. 

2. Time end Plape of Mee t iag: 

In accordance with a request contained in Section IV of the Final Act 

of the 1949 Washington Conference (Appendix II), at which the Convention 

was concluded. the United States of America served a8 host for the ilrst 

flieeting of the International Comm.l&sion fClr the Northwest Atlantic Fish-

eries. established under the terms of the Convention, which Meeting was 

held at the Shoreham Hotel in Washington, D. C. from April 2, 1951 to 

April 10, 1951, both date. inclusive. 

J. Contracting Governments Represented: 

The following Governments having deposited instruments of ratlfica-

tion to the Convention. and thus haviD6 the right to membership on the 

Commission. were represented at the Meeting qy fully partic~pating 

Delegations: 

Canada 
Denmark 
Iceland 
D"ni ted Kingdom 
United States of America 

4. Ron-Contracting Governments and International 1rganizations Represented: 

The follo,,,ing Governments Bnd International Organizations were 

renresented by ~bBervers: 

France 
Ita~ 
Norw83' 
Portugal 
Spain 
Food and Agriculture 1rganlzation 

of the United Nat~ons 
Internatioaal Council for the 

Exploration of the Sea 
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5. List of Participants: 

A complete list nf ~GmmlsBloners. Experts. }..d.vis"Jrs &~1d ObAervera 

in attondance at tha Meeting 1s contained in A~pendix III of this report. 

The members of tho Temporary Secrcteriet provido1 by tho United Statos 

of America as host Government, and accepted by the Commission at its 

1pening Plenary Scssion, a1ao arc shown in Appendix Ill. 

6. Welceming Addross and Responso: 

The partic~pantB at the First Plcnar1 SCBsiont which was called to 

order on the afternoon of April 2 ~ Wilbert M. Chapman, Special Assist-

~:nt to tho Undor SecretE'.T)" I)f State, in the capLei ty of Temporary Chair-

mf'..n of tho MretL"lg, received the fo110\111'16 addross of welcome by The 

Honorable Jf!mBB E. Webb, 'Tnder Secretary. United States Department of 

State. 

"Mr, Chairman. Members of tbo International COmmission 
for the Northwest Atlant1c l!'ishcrics: It is a rep.l privilego 
to welcome you on behalf of the Governmeut of the United States 
to this, your first m,-'eting. My QQveruroont is honored at the 
opportunity to convene this inaugural meeting tlltd to partici
pate in tho l~lCh~ng of a program of high-sens fisheries 
conservation which, in ?ur opinion. is destined t? yield great 
benefits not only to the nationG roprcsente~ hore, but to tho 
world in gcncrcl. 

lilt 1s with particular pride that I addrcsG you hl3re 
toda¥. because WQ are on the thrcshLold of th1s door lead1Dg to 
these benefits. I need not review tho scientif1c and practical 
considorations underlying tho Northwest Atlantic Eisberics 
Conferonco held in this city in 1~9. or tho rcsult1ng conven
tion which i8 responsible for tho ostablicLmt:.llt of tras Com
mission. I beli.:::ve tht,t many, if not all, of you gentlemen 
prcs(.:nt here todev partiCipated in the dollber(.tlons at that 
conference and in the drafting nf the cor:vc.J.tion t und. as I 
say. would gain nO. further onllghtenment or~ the objectives 
from anything I could say. 

"However, I would like to s~ that our respectiv~ govern
ments Are now united in a new field of common cndeavor for 
the co~n good. Although full perticipation b.1 all the 
signatory governments bas not as yet b~en achieved, let us 
assulll,(: that it is owing to the technicalities nf ratifica
tion: that. prcsently. full partic~patlon will no longer 
be merely in prospect but in fact. 

"Upon reflection. this meotlllg tod.q r::IB¥ be considered 
an historic occasion. Certainly it qu~lifies as a ~11estone 
in one rtJspcct. I am told that thia is the first instance wherein a 
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group of nations have formal~ committud thom£olvcs to a program 
of scientific 1nvest1gati~n end regulation, to t~ end that fish 
rCSoU1"~CS of a vest {'rBa of the high BOaS B~11 bo conserved 8Hd 
utilized prudently. The.t fact alone" .honors you, cOl.lsiderl.llg the 
vital role which fish aud fish products play in the food sup~~ 
problom of the world today. . 

UBut Dc-causo this '!;lro'hlom is porormlal, 1 t S09ms to me you 
mey dcrive even greater peraonel satisfa.ction from the knowledge 
tc(>.t you E'.re showing the way to a. perpo tuation of ono source of 
food. Your contribution is, in lihatllght. of a permsaent kind. 
There are bileteral undertakings in this field. of course, but 
none of tha m.:lgnitudo of that on which you are now embarking, 
It would Bcrm thct we ~re now at an inter~dlete stage in the 
develo,mcnt of the principle of fisheries conservation, and that 
the cx~orience ~nd knowledge acquired thus far with rtspoct to 
conservation '.)rograme of lessor soope he.ve aided in such develop
ment. Perhc.ps, the~1, we call confid~ntly predict tha.t, in tho 
ycprs ahcRd, the success of this org~~i~etion will menifest itself 
not or.ly in the ir.lII16dlate benofits to be gaIncd, but also in the 
form of ~ further refinement of the principle. 

"In cloSing thea,' brief r€me.rks I I would liko to S83" that 
I regard. the oxistonctJ: of th:i.s Commission as e. recot;nition that 
tho fish rosources of the sea <:".re not inoxr.D.'~stiblo, end f:.S a 
testimonial to an intern.::.tiom:~l d(;tormuation to do somathmg 
about it, Therefore, gontlemen, you are the doctcr. ME;Y your 
pntient liva ?~ enduring life; may your diagnosis alwoy& be 
accurate i and. nll'.y your method of restoring he£'.lth provo 
contagio'~s. II • 

On b.zhalf of the ;:'elegations in attcndance, A. T. A. Dobson, 

CommisSioner for the United Kingdom made thv following rosponso: 

"tI.r. Chr:irr:J.E>:.l. Mr. TJndl:r Sucre tU'Y of Stu.tc.:: I t is to 
me a great privilego to be prcsent E'.gain on tho soil of th~B 
unique city of Washington. lihen I took pL.rt in the aettil"ij!; 
up of tho Convention from ~.lch this Commission has arisen, 
I was hero by tho nccldcntnl illness of t~ pro~r delc&ato. 
and when I left "Washir..gton. tw"o years ago, I thought that I 
Should n~t tukD any further pert in what you hov~ so r1~htlf 
described E'S an hiBt~ric maeting. But b.L.rc I em again, and 
I am very privileged to be here. 

1'1 am ElIsa. sir, very privileged to be asked to slq a 
fow words in answer to your very inspiring address. 

"It 1s a matter, of courso, 8S you have said, of some 
regret thE'.t we h,.ve not yet gt'lt all the countries present 
who we ho"'.)ed would have ratified. lJ.ut that is one of tho 
fortunes '~f war. :eu.t it will. I think, moan tb.a.t we shall 
Lavo to nrocoed with caution, if with conviction. I have 
nc doubt~ whatevor pbout tho magnitude of our task, ~~t it 
is to me, as p layman, and I em sure it is to ell tho scien
tific laborers in the fiold of marino research, a matter of 
greet satisfaction that owing to the groat energy shown, 
a:>pecial~.y by tho United St~tes, in floet~ng this orgF.niza
tion, we IIl!tY now realize thC'.t perhaps, if we hud dono the 
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same thing 40 years ego with tho North Soa. wo might have 
B!'.vcd nursolvcs fl. great deel ('If trouble. N..:vertholess. I 
doni t think--RS a ~oen I speak with caution in the presence 
of m~ny scientists. but I would emphealze--I donlt think there 
is any short cut to salvation, And I think: it would behoove us 
to go with groat caution into tho very great problems we t~ve 
to fElce. 

ffSO once egain. may I, or. behalf of mf British colleagues 
{'>nd of p.Il those present I express to you our groat E.ppreclntiOil 
for the fact thF.t you hf~VC given time to com(; here I End the 
very chf'.rming wp~ in, which you havo Bot us on the rnad to 
selvetian." 

7. Credontiels Committee: 

A Crcdentlp.ls Committee I constituted during the I)pcn~ng Plenary 

Session, submitted two reports which informed the COlamission the.t the 

Committee hp.d examlnod nnd fe-und. in. good order the credentials of the 

I'elegations from the five Contracting Govorn:-.;ents. These reports were 

e.cccptod by the ~omLnlssion. The Committeo wes compl')s(.d es follows: 

t Vedel T::'un., (Donmark) - Chdrlllon 
Rr,ymond Gushuo (~an~~da) 
FranciS W. Sargent (United Statos) 
Frances M. Leibol - ~ecrotary 

8. Nominations Committoo: 

A Nomim'_tions Coco.lttoo constituted at the ')penll'lg Plenary SCGs~on 

submitted on ore1 report at that Session proposir~ li~lary J. Deason 

(llni ted States) as ChairJUC'll of the Co.c:unission, f'.nd A. '1. A. Dobson 

(United Kingdom) as Vice Chairman. The OommittLc was cocposed as 

f0110\'Is: 

Stewart Betes (Cellado) - Spokosman 
B. Dinesen (Der.Jilark) 
Arn1 Fridriks.on (Iceland) 
A. T. A. Dobson (United Kill<;doCl) 
Bernhard Knollenbcrg (United Stetos) 
Richard S. Wheeler - S~cretary 

9. Election of nfficers: 

After provlsion£lly Rd~pt1ng thG Draft Agcndu for the First 

Meeting p.nd -provisionally adopting rule 7 of the Draft Rules of Pro-

codure (p~rteini~ to tho election of officers). the Commission unanimouslf 

clected the following officors: 

Eilery J a Deason (United Ste.tes) - CbairPc."'Ul 
A. T. A. Dobson (~nitod Kingdom) - Vice Chairman 
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• 
This election took place as a fin~l order of bUBiness of the First 

Plenary Session on Ayril 2. I~edl&tely follow1ng the election of officers
J 

the Temporary Chairman I Wilbert M. Cht.pme.n, vacated the chair in fe.vcr of 

the newly elected Chairman, Hl1~xy J. Doeson. 

10. Adoption of Agenda: 

The initial OrdGT of business at tho First E:xecutive Sess,ion of the 

Comuission which WPB called to order on tho morning of Tuesd~, April 3~ 

WPS the definitive p.doptlon of the Agenda for the Meeting. The Agenda. 

which 1s contained in Appendix IV to this report. was Ullenl.mously adopted 

with the llndeTstandl.ng thfl_t the items on the Agenda could bo tc:.ken out 

of order in their consideration. 

11. Ap''lolntmcnt of Ad lice Conmlttees; 

In cnnsldering the Drc.ft Rules of PrGcedure for the Commission, it 

wes determined that tho Coa~ission should first review tho Draft Rules 

in ordor to determine whether ad hoc cClDLlltteos might 10 necessitated 

for their consideration. Accordingly, after a ~roliminary rule-by-rule 

review of the Dr"_ft Ru:!.es of Procedure. duril'lg which Vl?.rious observations 

and amendatory sut-,;gosticns wore cadet tha follOld.llE:; ed hoc committees 

wer~ constituted: 

B. Ad Hoc Committee on F~nar+co and Administratio~: 

Ct.air:ocn: 5tewart :Bates (Canada) 
Commissioners: GElllada - J. howard 1,1acKicr.an 

Denmark - E. DlneBen 

Advisers: 

"'~bserverB: 

Secrfltary: 

Iceland - !rn! Frldriksson 
Un1 ted Kingdoill - A. T. A. Do bson 
United States - Ellery J. De~son 

rtancis W. Sergent (Alternate) 

United States - Fred E. Taylor 
Mrs. Mary B. Tronary 

Frp.nce - Captain Louis J. Audigou 
·TAO - D. B. Finn 

William F. Royce 

Socretary G~ncral: Richard S. Wheeler 
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b. Ad Hoc Drafting COmmittee: 

Chel.rman: 
Commissioners: 

Advisor: 
Secretary: 

Raymond Gufhue (Cen~) 
Denmark - X. Vedel ~aning 
Icclend - ,An,i Fridr1ks8on 
United Kingdom - A. ~. A. Dobson 
United Stet os - Bernhard Knollenberg 

United States - Ed.ward Castleman 
herbert W. Cireham 

c. Ad Hoc Comolttoe on Research end Statistics: 

So that tocbnicRl discussion at committee level CQuld get under ~ 

~romptlyt thu Co~ls8ion constituted en ~ ~ Comuittee on Ros~arcb and 

Statistics, Inclcatir~ thet observers from non-contractlng governments 

and internptional orgenizatlons should bc lnvlted to ettond in en observer 

E!...'1d ~dvisory cal?C'.clty. Tho eOIllpOaltlor. "r the COlllQ.lttoe was as follows; 

Chairman: Edwin H. Dah4;ron (United States) 
Members end Advisers: 

fJ'bservors: 

Secrotary: 

Canada: A. W. H. Needler 
Deruae.l'k: Paul M.. Bansen 

i. V edo 1 ~8ning 
Krist1an Djurhuus 

Iceland: Arni Fridrikseon 
Unitod Kingdom: A. T. A. Dobson 

Michael (lreham 
H. Wood 

United States: Frp.ncls W. SllI'gcnt 
Edward Ccstlcmnn 
Richerd T. 'Whitoloathor 

Norwcy: Klaus Sunnenaa 
lIngno 'lppodol 

r AD: D. :8. i'in..1. 
Howard Schuck 

d. Ad Hoc C~mJJlttee (In Relp.tione with ether Internotionp.l 
f')rgenizetionB: 

At tho Fourth Exocutive Sossion on A~r1l 6, tho Chairnan of 

the Commission constituted an ~ hoc committee to consider Item 22 on 

the !gende .• relating to coopero.tlon with othor publiC interne.tional 

organizations I end the communications the Co~lsBlon Led received from 

the President of the lntornetional Council for tho Exploration of the 

SOft rold from' tho Director Genorel of the iood end Ae;rlcul ture Organize.-

tion of tho United Nations (Appendix XI). Tho COllllllittee was requested 
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tc rc?ort Ft the Finf'.l PlunE'.ry Session on Tuesdey, April 10. The Committee 

w~s cocposod AS followa: 

Chairmon: 
Cor:u:alssioncrs: 

Advisers: 

ObssrV"or: 

SecretEll'y: 

12. Co::nmlttca Asslg.lJ:l.onts: 

Bernhcrd Kno11enborg (United St&tes) 
Callada - Sttlwnrt 13ates 
Iceland - !rui Fr1driksson 
United Kingdom - A. T. A. Dotson 

Uni ted Kingdom: - Michael GrehaLl. 
H. 'Mood 

United State. - Fred E. T~lor 

FAD - n. B. F1nn 

RichArd S. Wheelor 

Follo'l'ling R prcliminery rulo-by-rule cOllslderr:..tlnn of the Drt'.ft 

Rules of Procedure for the Commission, it was daclC!.ed that all of the 

Drf'.:ft 'Rules except rules 1.\', II. 13. 14, 15. 16, and 17 wore not sub-

stfUltlV'C in charr.ctor p.nd they wore. therofore, referred to the Ad Hoc 

Drefting COIIlr.littec for lenguagc rofinement C'.nd report to the Commission. 

TI e noted Draft Rules, deall.Dg with budget. financial pro,cedures, head

quarters ruld the SE:lcrotariht, were roferred to the M lioc ComLlittee on 

Finp~e rnd Ada~i8trution for c~nslderatlon ~nd roport. In connection 

with tho rules dealing with financial Dnttara, the Go~itteo was roquested 

to consider whether it would be desirable to delato thom from the Rules 

of Procedure end develop a se~rato set of Finencl~l Regulations for the 

COIJlllission. 

In addition to the foregoing assi811lOOnts. at the sut:;lf;ostion of tho 

CO:-:llllissioner of the Unl ted Kingdom, the Ad ~ Draftlllg Committee was 

requested to consider the posSibility of combinJ..Ug the Draft Rule S of 

Procedure for the COJ':ll11ssion Dnd the Draft Rules of Procedure for the 

Pnnels into a sir~1e sot of Rules of ~ocedure applicablo to both. With 

reference to this 8Ssignment, the Draft~n~ Committee at the Second Execn-

tive Session of tho ComDission on April 4 informally requested further 

instructions in the light-of a legrl o~1nlon from the United States Depart-

ment of State to the effoct that, in confor~lty with the requirements of 
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Article IV of the Con~ention. the Panels must retain their prerogativD to 

determine their own Rules of Procedure. The COlIIIiliss10n ae;reed that it 

would not be wi thin ita authority to combine the liules of Procedure for 

the Com::dssion and for the Panels. Accordingly, tho Draftlll& Committee 

was instructed to confine 1ts eonsldorntlon to proposed Rules of Procedure 

for the Co~lBBlon. ~ Committee vas requested. however. to provide the 

Commission with a draft of 1iu1oa of Procedure for the Panela which the 

Commission might reoomI:lond to each of the Pe.nola. 

At tho Second Executive Soseion of the Com::dssion ou April 4, the 

Ch>lirman of the oM.!l!!!;. Commit toe on lI1nance end Adtl"nhtr"Uon reported 

that the Coco1ttee hE.d completed its consideration of the Iiu10s which had 

btlcn reforred tD 1t • and accordingly the rules :in question wor~ referred 

to the M lh£ Drafting COlllllittoe for lSIlgllE&o refinomer.t ""d incorporation 

in its report. 

Assignments to tho M ~ Cocm1ttees on Research end Statistics and 

on Item 22 of the Agenda arc noted earlier in this report. 

13. Reports of Ad Hoc Drafting Coccittee: 

The .M l!9.!l. Drl1fting COLllllittee submitted two reports of the action it 

• hHd tn.ken on the matters assignod to 1t by tho Cpl:alIIl-ission. and. in accord-

ance with its f\ssignment, provided revised drafts of the Rules of Procedure 

for the Commission end of the Rules of Procedure for the Panels. 

14. Adoption of Rules of Prooedure for the ColJFlission: 

The COiJUlission considered the revised Rules of Procedure for the 

Commission submitted to it by the M.!!!l£ Draftlll& CO&llllittee, and at its 

Third Executive Sossion on April 5 nnan1couoly adopted the Drllft Rules 

of Proceduro rule-by-rule and in their entirety. Tho o.dopted Rules of 

Procedure for the Commi.sion are contained in Appendix VI of this report. 

15. Acpeptf'.nce of Rules of Procedure for PanelS for lWgoCllllende.tlon 
to the Panola: 

At its Third Executive Session on AprilS the Comcis.ion considered 

tho Draft Rules of Procedure for the Panols presented for ita consideration 
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by the Ad Hoc Dr •. fting COl;unittec (Appendix VII). The COlJl!li.8ion formally 

accepted tr~ draft and me.de a recoguendation to the Panels that these 

Rulcs ~ adopted with such additions or deviations 8S they deemed appro

priate. 

16. Ae')Crts qf the Ad Hoc Comuittee em Fiance end Mpi nlstratiQA: 

The .M ~ COJllIlittee "n Finence end Ad:Jullstration subcitted three 

reports to the Coccission. In the course of its work the Committee co~ 

pletcd nction on tho Rules referred to it, considered p.nd reco.wmended a 

Bct of FinAncial Begulatlons for the COmQisllon,pnd consldercd and 

recommended three Besol~tlons. 

17. Adoption of Financial Regulations: 

At its Third Executive Session on April 5 tl:.e COiuoission considered 

the Draft Fin.ncial Regulation. pre.ented ~ the ~ ~ Cooo1ttee on 

Finance and Adoinistration. Tho OoIlltlission unenlrlCmsly adopted the 

Drnft Financial Regulations ttem-cy-ltem and in their entirety. Th~ 

fldoptcd Financipl RegulE',tions pre con tainod in Appendix VIII of this 

report. 

18. Adoption of Resolutions Presentod by the Ad Hoc Commltteo on 
Finance end Administrationl 

At 1 ta Third Executive Session aD April 5 the COUlLlission cons1dered 

three Resolution. p,esanted by the oM ~ OolillJi ttee on ~'illB.llCe and Admin-

1stration, DBQoly a Draft Budget Resolution, p Draft Work1r~ Ca~ital Fund 

Resolution, end a DrAft Resolution covering the Headquarters and the 

appointment of the Acting Executive Secretary. ~Be ResolutioDs were 

unP.nlmous~ p.dopted b,y the Comc1aslon. The texts of the Beaolutlons are 

contained in Appendix U of this report. 

19. Auditing of COmmission Apegunts; 

~he OO~iB8ion gratofullJ received en indication from thD COmmissioners 

of Cenrd!\ that the OMadian Government would b. willing to .... ist with the 

audit of the C('IIIlI:lission l s books flDd finances. It was agreed that the 
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Executlv(~ Secretary. under the terms of tho F:i.nezlclt~l Reguletlous, could 

enter into such an ~rrangeoent with the Canedie~ Governcent or could 

erlploy c:t\ tarnal au.d1 t~r8. whichever seems most expedient. 

20. 'Report of Ad Hoc COnll..litt09 on Research and Statistics: 

The Ad ~ Comoittce on Research and Siatistics Buboitted one report, 

the 8ubstf"nce of which WEtS referred to the Stl:.IUling Co,ruaittec on Rosanrch 

and Statistics for its consideration and further dellberRtlon. 

21. Appointment of St~nding CCgmittSBS: 

Upon tho ndoption of its Rule. of Procedure (appendix VI) nnd in 

conformity with Rule 16, the Co=1sB1on eppo1nted the following stonding 

coooitteos: 

(p) linence r.nd Ad.cinistratlon: 

ChairDo.'Ul : 
Meobers; 

Dollt"lr:.rk 
Icelnnd 
United KlogdoQ -
"Jnited States 

(b) Rcserrch rnd Stetlst1cs: 

ChairJ:lP.n : 
Mocbers: 

:>e n::lDr k 
Icelend 
United Kingdom -
TTnitod States 

22. Reports of Standing Coamittees: 

(R) FinPilce f'nd M:linlstrE'.tlon1 

J. Iiow,~rd ME.cKichDn (Canc.da) 

13. Dlnesl3n 
Arni Fridriks.on 
A. ~, A. Dobson 
liilr.ry J. Douon 
Frcncis W. Sargent (Alternate) 

A. W. li. lleedl6r (C"IU~da) 

Paul iI. liansen 
Jon Jonsson 
Michae 1 r.roheo 
Hllary J. Deeson 
llernm·xd Kaollellborg (Alternate) 

The Co~~lttoG met, elected lts Chairman (see 21a) ,and agreeA 

to reco~nd to the Cocmisaion that this Co~lttee should meet 

imr.lsdlntely befor(; the convening of the ne);t Arumal Moet:..J18 of 

th.J Commission. 

(b) Research end Steti.tics: 

The Cooralttoe met f elected ita Ch.t.lrmen (sec; 21b), end me.de 

the following two reco:uendf'.tlons to the CotJU1ssion, which were 

r.dopted by the COmr.liBSion rot its Final Plenary Session: 
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"1. Fishery Str.tlsticB in the Conyentign ArOA 

"The Committe. eoneidered the following bRsie fisheries 
stetlstlcB for all Sub-are~8 to be the m1nlmuc requirecsnta 
essential to the purpoa8s of the CO~18BIOD; n~ely. the 
dovelou:lent of DElMS of tIIlmta.inlDg the J:1aX1cw.l austnined 
yield. 

(R) the total weight. landed .~uall¥, in statistical 
regions corrosponding to the COcc1sBion i s Sub
Areas, bT species for at least five principel 
species and by cowcercl~l 81so cetegories for those 
species cO:'tr.\only culled; 

(b) data on fishing effort expended per ennuu, (such as, 
fer cxnople. nunbor of d~B absent from port b,y 
fishing vessels. number of v8sBol-deys 8)Cnt 10 
actual fishing, etc.); pnd 

(e) e.tiuat •• of the qUllIlt1t1es clW&bt but not lmded, 
for o?ch of the principal species. 

"The COl.lIlittcc points out toot thero ore noW' large gaps in 
this inforjJ; tlon in tbe Convention area, end recca .. ends thE'.t 
tho CO~isBion instruct the Exccrutivo Sccrct~ry to review the 
situation bofore the nox~ pnnunl ocotin& or the Co~iB8ion in 
consultp.tion with the ~oprnpriE'.tc persons in all ef'lUntrioB 
fishing in tho Convention arat. P..nd with FAO Emd ICES, and to 
report on the ~doque.cy of the statistiCs and on tho probleQS 
involved in loproving thoe. Such a roport WOuld be reviewed 
by the COIll""!littcd pnd would serve as a basis for rocomcnding 
Rction by the ConoiBsion at its next coating. 

"2. Review of Resegrch.Progrsus P44 Results 

"The COfJr.llttoo rocon ... enda that tt..e Cocrl1ss1on r(.quest 
govcrnoents conducting rosoarch in tho veters of the Con
vention area to suboit ~rleB of progr~Da and results 
of such research to tho Coooission in sufficient tiDD and 
in sufficient n~~bor for distribution b.f the Executive 
Secretary to Dcubers of the CoLlClission C'.nd C)f the CoLlmi ttoa 
sixty dllfS in r'.dvnnco of each ennuel rJOot1ng of the COLl
mission. Such s~~n?rioB would enable the Co~lttee to keep 
such :Jrograos under roview. end dischc.rge ita duties under 
Rule 16 (e) of the Rul •• of Procodure." 

1The Connittee ~lBO subuitted an item to Panel 5 which 
1. noted in 23 (e) of th1. re,ort. 

(Several infortk"1.1 biolq;ical seml.nE'.rS were held during 
the evenings which, al tho\l&h not forlllBl17 e pert of the 
Comcission Meeting, ?rovidod an opportunity to clarify 
problems prior to their definitive consideration by the 
Stnnding Coucittec on Research and StatlstlosJ 
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23. Pnne 1 MeeUngs: 

~ April 6 end 7 the five Panola prbvided for under Article IV of 

the Convention :oot in n'U.i.:lCricf'l soquence'. Btart:..ne; with the Panel for 

Sub-eroe 1. with tho following result.. The Aj!cnde used by all of the 

pp~e18 is contRined in Appendix V. The Rules ot Procedure indlc~ted 

below P.8 haviJ1& been ndoptad by tho Panel. for Sub-aro ... 1, 3, 4, and 5 

are contained in A:1pand1.x VII. The countries noted nelow as members of 

the Panols do nnt coincida with those listed in the Schedule annexed to 

the Oonvention nnco on4t five of the Signatol'7 Govenwen ts had taken 

the required Retion towtrd ratification a8 of the timo of these Penal 

I:liotings, 

(al Penal for Su1>-r.rca 1: (DoIWel'k, U"lted Xingdoo) 

At its ooetiJ1& the Penel elected lUI it. Cheir;Jan B. Dlnesen (Del1IJe.rk~, 

pdopted Rules of Procedure, and edopted in principle the econded proposed 

r",search progTe.D offorod by DollLlUk (AppendiX X). The Panel egreod that 

it might pOB.ib4t hold an inter1.l ooetiJ1& at Amsterdau 1u ~ctober of 1951 

at the tl~o of the Rnnual ~CCt1ng of tho International Council for the 

Explorctlon of the Soa. 

(b) Penel for Sub-arer. 2: (Cene-do) 

Since on~ one Governo~nt of those listed for oeoberBhip ~n the Panal 

in the Schedulo annoxed to the Convention bed taken the necessar,y action 

toward rRtification, np..Llely. Cl'.nada, tho Cane.d1an meuber suggested that 

organization of the Panel b. doferred pending turthc.r ratifications. 

(c) P!lIIel for SU1>-erea J: (Oen,.d~, Unitod KiDgdeom) 

At 1 to meetiJ1& the Panel elected as its Chairmn Ro,ymond Quahue 

(Celle.da), and rdopted Rule. of Procedure. 

(d) Pond fer Su!l=!!rea 4. (Oanc.de, United States) 

At it. meetiJ1& the Panel electdd ae its Cheiri:lNl J. Boward .'I8.c.X1c.hen 

(Cpnada), end adopted BuIes of Procedure. In addition, the Penel took 

cogniznnce of a recocrnsndstion expressed bT the united States CO~18B1onerB 
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on bahalf of their Advisory Committeel composed of ropresentatives ~f 

the United St.tOB fishing industry and othor interests, that regulatory 

pction. token in Sub-area 5 be coordineted with Sub-area 4. 

(0) Panel for Subeflro~ 5: (Canada, United States) 

At its meeting the POll.l elected as its Cheirman Francis Ii. Sargent 

(United StFtoS), end adopted Rule. of Procedure. In addition the Panel 

Rccepted the follow.ng itemsubCiitted for its consideration b,r the Stend-

_ 1ng Committee ~n Research and Statistical 

"The Hfddock Fishery in SUb-frca 5 

"en) The Cocnitt •• conaidored the question of regula
t1ng the mesh size in tho cod-ond of trawls usod 
for catching heddock. It agreed that before pre
diction cen bEl oado with confidence. as to what 
will be the ralf,ticD between mesh sizea and bio
logical offects, further 1nfor~.tion is required 
on naturnl ;:).ortE'~ity rates of sorod and adult fiah. 
The Cor.m.lttoo suggestod two possible OOBnS (;f 
ne~sur~ naturp~ oort&11ty: 

(1) by tlE'.klng a sories of censuses of the area 
with n trawl having a mesh Boall enough to 
catch sizos which noW' escape frOLl ord"l.Iw.ry 
co:n.lerc_ial gear, and observll'lg age frequencies 
and changes in nUlilbers cau.gb.t; 

(~1) b1 detorcining thu total number of eggs end 
larvae in tho area dur1nt the spawning season. 
estimating tro~ those d&te the total edult 
popu~.tlon. r~d co~~rln6 tho letter e8t1~te 
with the tnte.l crotch and with ostioates of 
total mortallt.r fro~ catch dat[; 

"Each of thoBe approachos requires e. research progrc'.c that 
1s for beyond the capacity of presont fncil1tles; 

"(b) Tho Coumittoe s&redd the.t it i. desirable to 
eateblieh a minimum cod-end mesh size in Sub
area .5 as an experinent. This meal::.. size should 
be Bet ~t e. level which would allow a Iil8X1mw:l 
proportion of unmarketable-sized h£ddock to e8cap~ 
with m1n1tlal effect on the catch of marketable
sized fiah. 

TEia recowmendatlon is made on the understanding 
that the follow1Dg infcrmetion will bo ~de avail
able before rnd after the regulc.tion C0008 into 
effect: total catch; catch per effort; end Size 
co~o8tlon of the catch, both for the fish lended 
·end for thoBe discarded; 
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O(cl With regcrd to tho 8izo of mesh to be establishod 
inltlal~. there was cooplete agreeocnt that it 
eould be as great as 3-374 inches (g~e measure
ocnt of opening) i but there' was disagreement as 
to whether it should be lar",r. 

"The Cot:Il1ttee thereft.lre reeoi:lllends that scientists representing 
the United Stntss and Canada together conSider this'problem. in order to 
provide Panel .5 before its next meet>ng vith: 

(1) p re8u~e of pert1nent information now available; 

(11) a recor.l~~d8.tlon regarding 8.lJucsh B1ze. lind 
collateral questions, for the initial experi
mental regul~tlan; and 

(11i) a reco~~ended resoarch pr?greD to meet 'he re
qUirooentB set forth in the above pUBE;raphs." 

The Panel then agrctd tD hold its next ooet:a.ng. at which the abtwe 

n~ted item c~uld be considered core definitively, Within six months, 

probflbly- in Septoobcr of 1951, the c:a>.ct time and place to be loft ttl the 

discretion of the ChniraaIl ('f the Panel. 

24. Reports ~f the Pr~e18: 

At its Fin.l Plenary Session on April 10 the Co~ission accepted the 

ver\at1m minutes of the proceedings of the Penel cectlngs as the reports 

of the PMels. 

25. Rnngrt of Ad Hoc C~n31ttee on Relations with ?ther International 
':irgfL."1ize.tions: 

The ~ ~ cocmlttoe constituted to con8ider itcu 22 of the Age~da 

submitted its report et the ~tnal Plenar,y Sossion providing a draft 

resolution for considerRtlon by the Co~ission. 

2~. Adoption of ROBO:utioG on Balgtions with Othar Internntional 
0rganlzRtlcna: 

At its Final Plenary Session the Comwission adoptod unanimously the 

following Resolution s~bmitt.d by its Ad ~ Co~1ttee on Relntions with 

t1ther IhternE'~tional Organlz;at1onsl 

"WmlREAS. Article X. Paragraph 1. ('If the International Con
vention for the N~rthwe8t AtlP~tlC Fisheries provides that the 
Cr.I:amission shall seek tn este.blish c.nd IJal.D.tain working l'srflllgc
ments with other public internetloncl organizations Which have 
related obJectlv~st particulex~ tho Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United N~tions and the Intornational CounCil 
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for the Exploration of the SeP, to 'ensure etfE.ctive collaborc..tion 
find coordlnt';t ion ..,1 th respee t to their work e..nd, in the case of 
the International Council for tho Exploration of the Sea, the 
avoidance of duplication of scientific ~vest~atlons; 

nWHEBEAS, the Northwost Atlentlc Fiaheries Co~18ainn desires 
thPt there be realized, at the ~erlle8t pr~cticable date, the 
nutUfll Etdvantf'.ges to be gained iroQ such cooperative working 
arrangeoents; 

WAND WHEREAS, it is regarded as necessary that, befnre the 
est~bllBhment of sucb l1Ork1..ng arrengecellts, thero be specific 
eX8!':linatlon of the }Jrecise aroas ('If co.omon interest which gay 
provide e bpsis for cooperation. and of ceth~dB and means for 
icp1cuonting the Baid Article X, ~aragr.ph 1; 

"NIJW J THEIiE1l1RE, :m. IT ru.SO_ VEl> the.t the Ciwlrwan and 
Executive S~crct~ of the Intcrnat10ual Couuiss1on for the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries ['xc instructed to cc.nsult with 
appr"prirte officials of othar public 1nternt~t1onal organize
tiO~lS wi th rale-ted objectives. prxtlcularl¥ the Food ruld 
.Agriculture Orge:llzatlon of the Un1ted Nations end the Inter
Ilc~tlonel Council for tho Exploration of the Sea. with e. vieW' 
to determining tne related asp~cts of tteir respective functinus1 
and proe;rflr.l.S; 

• AiID m: I T FUR TEER IlESO::' 71D, that the CbdrLlBll and tbe 
Executl.vEl Secrct~ f'.re f'lltborizod to cntor l.nto such inter1,:! 
arrange~cntB fer exchcnge ~f 1&foroct1on1 ~nd other for~s of 
cooperAtlr.n, as ~y ba expediont, p.nd that the Cr~lruan shall 
report to the Coraoisslon at its Second Annual Moeting concern
inG Il.ctions tAken pursuant t('l this resolutIon, and shall 
reco!1."lElnd to the Cotl;..,ission the ~st prp.cticable eild effective 
mothods by which cooperative working relationships between the 
Coomlssion rnd such org['niz~tions may be established end 
Ll8.1ntf'inod. ft 

27. Eeedauartors: 

In e Hesolution noted in section 18, the COl...nssion ~reed that its 

Bcat for the ti::ae being should be at the St, Andrews Biological Ste.tion 

of the Fisheries Research Board of Cnnada, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, 

CflDAdA. The CotlJ'1ission agreed thf'.t during t:he interval between its First 

and Second Annual' Mcetl11.ga the Ohe.ircan Nld VI-CS Che.irman would obtain 

first-hand lnfo~tion concerni~ Bite offers QBde by the Governoent of 

the Province of Nowfoundland end by Dalh~uB1B University at Balifax. 

Nova Scotia for report pnd recor.u;lOndp,tion to the Co;amission at its Second 

Annual Meeting. The texts of these offurs arc oontained in Appendix XlI 

of this rEY9ort. 
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In agreeing that the seat of the Commission 
shall be in Canada for the time being, the Com
mission declined with gratitude a headquarters 
offer presented by the United States Commis
sioners on behalf of Ha.r.vard University, Cam
bridge, Mass. 

28. El<ecutive Secretary 

In a resolution noted in section 18, the Com
mission agreed that the Acting El<ecutive Secre
tary for the first fiscal year of the Commission 
would be W. Robert Martin, Senior Biologist, 
St. Andrews Biologica.I Station of the Fisheries 
Research Board of Canada, St. Andrews, New 

Brunswick, Canada. It was further agreed that 
Richard S. Wheeler, United States Secretary 
General of the first meeting, would serve as Secre
tary pro tempore until June 30, 1951. 

It was also agreed that the question of a per
manent Executive Secretary would be considered 
again at the second annual meeting of the Com
miSSIon. 

With respect to the bonding of the Executive 
Secretary, the Commission agreed at ite third 
executive session on April 5 to a suggestion of the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Finance and Administra
tion that the Executive Secretary be bonded in the 
amount of $25,000, the premium on such bond, in 
accordance with the Financial Regulations, to be 
defrayed from the Commission's funds. 

29. TUne and Place of Second Annual Meeting 
At ite final plenary session on April 10, the 

Commission agreed to hold ite second annual 
meeting in June of 1952 at St. Andrews, New 
Brunswick, Canada, the exact date later to be 
determined by the Chairman in consultation with 
the Acting Executive Secretary and the Commis
sioners for Canada. 

30. Publicity 
The text of the closing press release on the first 

meeting of the Commission is contained in appen
dix XIII to this report. 

31. Final StateDlent oCChainnan and R ... ponse 
At the final plenary session, the Chairman of the 

Commission made the following final statement: 

"As we near the end of the first annual meeting 
of the International Commission for the N orth
west Atlantic Fisheries, we find that we have fully· 
accomplished all that has been set out for us to do 
at this time. In many ways we have accomplished 
more The establishment of a new organization, 
especially one international in character, often in
volves some initial difficulty. Such difficulty 
stems from the failure of some of the participante 
to realize the distinction between an international 
body and a conference convened for the purpose of 
resolving various interests of member Govern
ments. From the very first day, the Commis
sioners have worked as a bona fide international 
body. They have worked with a unity of purpose 
basing their actions and deliberations solely upon 
their duties and responsibilities as set forth in the 
International Convention. .. 

"We have appreciated the attendance and 
active participation at the sessions and commit.tees 
of the observers from Governmente who have not 

.. 
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yet ratified the Convention and from FAO and 
ICES. As I said at an earlier session, we all realize 
that the delay in ratification by some Governments 
in no way siplifies that the interest of those 
Governments ill the Convention and the conserva
tion of the fisheries of the Northwest Atlantic 
Ocean has diminished between the time of the 
signing of the Convention and the present. date. 
We know that the interest of all Governments who 
signed the Convention remains as firm as ev~r 
and that unrelated technicalities only have delayed 
ratification. I hope that the actions taken by the 
Commission at its first meeting have been the same 
as if we had been privileged to have the votes of 
all ten countries cast rather than the votes of only 
the five who have ratified. We have undertaken 
certain basic work, such as adopting rules of pro
cedure and financial regulations tluit are to stand 
for the life of this international body save only 
for such amendment as may be made from time to 
time in the light of changed circumstances and 
incrf?taBed experience. 

"At th~ next annual meeting, I sincerely hope 
that we shall have ten voting delegations seated 
around the conference table. 

"In adopting certain resolutions and recom
mendations, the Commission has wisely seen to it 
that the officers and the standing comrruttees have 
work to do between now and futuro meet.ings of 
the Panels and the next annual meeting of the 
Commission. This is as it should be, for we can
not accomplish the objectives of the Commission 
by meeting once a year and forgetting our duties 
and responsibilities until immediately before the 
next annual meeting, when we race frantically to 
gathor together a few papers and ideas to br!~ 
to bear upon the business of the meeting. \'Ve 
have created a live organization that exists and 
functions every day of the year. I sincerely hope 
that not only the officers and members of the 
stan~!l committees will be cognizant of their 
contillumg 
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res?onaibilities but that all member. of the Comcission and of 
the P.~ela will share those reaponsibilities. I hope that we 
~ have a free Cli:chengo of correspondence and ideas with nne 
another throughout the T'Jer ao that ..tIen "" come together in 
the Penal. or at the no:a:t enn'UBl seaBion of the COillCls81on. we 
will have en even more cl~se~ integrated and ~lc organiza
tion than we have tod~. 

"As TOU ell kn~w. this is the first tiwo in the historT of 
internAtional cooperation in fisheries that an intornational 
b~ baa been established in advanco of serious crisBs in the 
rosources. UsuallT, intel'IlE.tlonal action 1s not undertekDn UIl.til 
catastrophe 1& i;:.,inent. We heve with us in the erea heelthT 
fisheri.s for the moat part, with so~ l1ulted problema rcqulF-
1ng attention. Mq w. hope thet we shall, through our research 
and deliberations, be ohle to ent1elpate anr future maJor proble",s 
end criaes ""d be prepared to deel with tile .. in ad't • .nee of anr 
happenings that will affect Borlousl¥ the fUture of the re80urCCB 

or the industry d"ependent thereon and the food supply derived 
frce tho.:l. The p(',pulation of the world is ever increasing, and 
RS the years go by we shall hove a grow~ responsibility to 
insure thet the resources ?f the Bea which We use for food, 
and othar products essentinl to the existence nf Dan. oar 
continuo to produce at opt1cuu lovels. M 

A. T. A. Dobson, Vice Chairoan of the Co~iasion end CoCD1sBioner for 

the United Kingdoc, oade the f~11owing response: 

"Mr. Chaircan, eight I be allowed t" express. on behalf 
of the CoociBsioncrs, our ~~iratlon of the able and charu~ 
wPy in whioh you have presided Dver this oeeting. and have 
guided us throU6h what oight have boen BODSwhat troubled waters. 
We are very cueh obliged to you, end va shall not readily forget 
the privilege we have M_d of attending this first lOOet1ng. 

"But I want, in addition tt') that I just to pick up one or 
two racarks thrt have fallen frau dlftarent delegates as to the 
'Way' in Which this meeting has been orgenlzed. It is almost 
invidious to Dent ion nBCCB, but I would like to Bay how mu.ch 
we appreclete t&6 servicos of Mr. Wheeler end his aSSistant, 
Miss 1i'r~.nces Leibel, end the Toahnical Secretary. Mr. Chancy. 
So far as I 8l:l concerned personally I I was 1;Joensely grateful 
to Mrs. Trenary. I weB lcueosely grateful to her for the docu
Dent on finance which rODOved all qJ difl1culties in a sl~t 
second. 

"Then there are also two other groups t what we call in 
England. the 'backrooc boY'S and girls I , alJaost too nwaerous to 
mention, but I know they heve hed a verT hard tice. TheT have 
produced the goods Without a fraction of dele¥. 

"Finally, there are tho ladies who 'served et the recep
tion desk, end I don't think anrbodT could heve wiBhed for 
greater courtesy end willingness to help us on every I')Cc8sirm. 
I hope, if theT are not all present here. that TOU will tekeJ: 
en eerlT opoortunitT Of conveying to the:. how ::uch all the 
Con~lB8ioners feel that we owe a dobt to all of them. Thank 
you, Mr. Chelruan. M 
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32. Printed Report of Meeting: 

The Co~i •• ion accepted with &ratltude the offer of the United Statee 

Govcrnwent to make ~ve11able 8 printed report b,r the Ch~1rman on the First 

Meet1ng of the Cornro1 •• ion. 

Rcspectfull¥ sub!.11tted on behe.lf "f the International Cor.u::U.Bllion for 

the Northwest Atlant1c Fisherie. in eoop1ionee with Rule 8 (g) of the 

Rules of Procedure, as an authoritative record of tho First Meeting of 

the CO!XIisslon. 

Signei at We,abington. D. C., this tenth dey of April, 1951. 

Attest: 

R'. I.. c\ )' ( ,f . c l' v'

Secretary Pro Te .. 1pore 
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ApPENDIX I 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 

FISHERIES 

The Governments whose duly authorized repre
sentatives have subscribed hereto, sharing a sub
stantial interest in the conservation of the fishery 
resources of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, have 
resolved to conclude a convention for the investi
gation, protection and conservation of the fisheries 
of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, in order to make 
possible the maintenance of a maximum sustained 
catch from those fisheries and to that end have, 
through their duly authorized representatives, 
agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

1. The area to which this Convention applies, 
hereinafter referred to as "the Convention area", 
shall be all waters, except territorial waters, 
bounded by a line beginning at a point on the 
coast of Rhode Island in 71 °40' west longitude; 
thence due south to 39°00' north latitude; thence 
due east to 42°00' west longitude; thence due 
north to 59°00' north latitude; thence due west to 
44 °00' west longitude; thence due north to the 
coast of Greeuland; thence along the west coast of 
Greeuland to 78 °10' north latitude; thence south
ward to a point in 75°00' north latitude and 73°30' 
west longitude; thence along a rhuinb line to a 
point in 69°00' north latitude and 59°00' west 
longitude; thence due south to 61 °00' north lati
tude; thence due west to 64°30' west longitude; 
thence due south to the coast of Labrador; thence 
in a southerly direction along the coast of Labrador 
to the southern terminus of its boundary with 
Quebec: thence in a westerly direction along the 
coast of Quebec, and in an easterly and southerly 
direction along the coasts of New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, and Cape Breton Island to Cabot Strait; 
thence along the coasts of Cape Breton Island, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island to 
the point of beginning. 

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed 

to affect adversely (prejudice) the claiJus of any 
Contracting Government in regard to the limits of 
territorial waters or to the jurisdiction of a coastal 
state over fisheries. 

3. The Convention area shall be divided into five 
sub-areas, the boundaries of which shall be those 
defined in the Annex to this Convention, subject to 
such alterations as may be made in accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article VI. 

ARTICLE II 

1. The Contracting Governments shall establish 
and maintain a CQmmission for the purposes of this 
Convention. The Commission shall be known as 
the International Commission for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries, hereinafter referred to as "the 
Commission". 

2. Each of the Contracting Governments may 
appoint not more than three Commissioners and 
one or more experts or advisers to assist its Com
missioner or Commissioners. 

3. The Commission shall elect from its members 
a Chairman and a Vice Chairman, each of whom 
shall serve for a term of two yeal"!' and shall be 
eligible for re-election but not to a succeeding term. 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman must be Com
missioners from difl'erent Contracting Govern
ments. 

4. The seat of the Commission shall be in North 
America at a place to be chosen by the Com~ 
mission. 

5. The Commission shall hold a regul"r annual 
meeting at its seat or at such place in North Amer
ica as may be agreed upon by the Commission. 

6. Any other meeting of the Commission may be 
called by the Chairman at such time and place as 
he may determine, upon the request of the Com
missioner of a Contracting Government and sub
ject to the concurrence of the Commissioners of 
two other Contracting Governments, including the 
Commissioner of a Government in North America. 
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7. Each Contracting Government shall have one 
vote which may be cast by any CoIIl1lrissioner from 
that Government. Decisions of the Commission 
shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the votes 
of all the Contracting Governments. 

8. The Commission shall adopt, and amend as 
occasion may require, financial regulations and 
rules and by-laws for the conduct of its meetings 
and for the exercise of its functions and duties. 

ARTICLE lIT 
1. The CoIIl1lrission shall appoint -an Executive 

Secretary according to such procedure and on such 
terms as it may determine. 

2. The staff of the Commission shall be ap
pointed by the Executive Secretary in accordance 
with such rules and procedures as may be deter
mined and authorized by the Commission. 

3. The Executive Secretary shall, subject to the 
genera! supervision of the Commission, have full 
power and authority over the staff and shall per
form such other functions as the Commission shall 
prescribe. 

ARTICLE IV 

1. The Contracting Governments shall establish 
and maintain a Panel for each of the sub-areas 
provided for by Article I, in order to carry out 
the objectives of this Convention. Each Con
tracting Government participating in any Panel 
shall be represented on such Panel by its Com
missioner or Commissioners, who may be assisted 
by experts or advisers. Each Panel shall elect 
from its members a Chairman who shall serve for 
a period of two years and shall be eligible for 
reelection but not to a succeeding term. 

2. After this Convention has been in force for 
two years, but not before that tinte, Panel repre
sentation shall be reviewed annually by the Com
mission, which shall have the power, subject to 
consultation with the Panel concerned, to deter
mine representation on each Panel on the hasis 
of current substantial exploitation in the sub-area 
concerned of fishes of the cod group (Gadiformesl. 
of fiat-fishes (Pleuronectiformes), and of rosefish 
(genus Sebastes), except that each Contracting 
Government with coastline adjacent to a sub-area 
shall have the right of representation on the 
Panel for the sub-area. 

3. Each Panel may adopt, and amend as 
occasion may require, rules of procedure and 

by-laws for the conduct of its meetings and for 
the exercise of its functions and duties. 

4. Each Government participating in a Panel 
shall have one vote, which shall be cast by a 
CoIIl1lrissioner representing that Government. 
Decisions of the Panel shall be taken by a two
thirds majority of the votes of all the Governments 
participating in that Panel. 

5. Commissioners of Contracting Governments 
not participating in a particular Panel shall have 
the right to attend the meetings of such Panel 
as observers, and may be accompanied by experts 
and advisers. 

6. The Panels shall, in the exercise of their 
functions and duties, use the services of the Execu
tive Secretary and the staff of the CoIIl1lrission. 

ARTICLE V 
1. Each Contracting Government may set up 

an Advisory Committee composed of persons, 
including fishermen, vessel owners and others, 
well informed concerning the prohlelllS of the 
fisheries of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean. With 
the assent of the Contracting Government con
cerned, a representative or representatives of an 
Advisory Committee may attend as observers all 
non-executive meetings of the Commission or of 
any Panel in which their Government participates. 

2. The Commissioners of each Contracting 
Government may bold public hearings within the 
territories they represent. 

ARTICLE VI 

1. The Commission shall be responsible in the 
field of scientific investigation for obtaining and 
collating the information necessary for maintaining 
those stocks of fish which support international 
fisheries in the Convention area and the Commis
sion may, through or in collaboration with agencies . 
of the Contracting Governments or other public 
or private agencies and organizations or, when 
necessary, independently: 

(a) make such investigations as it finds 
necessary into the abundance, life history and 
ecology of any species of aquatic life in any part 
of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean; 

(b) collect and analyze statistical informa
tion relating to the current conditions and 
trends of the fishery resources of the Northwest 
Atlantic Ocean; 

(c) study and appraise information concern-
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ing the methods for maintaining ami increasing 
stocks of fish in the Northwest AtlantIc Ocean; 

(d) hold or arrange such hearings as may be 
useful or essential in connection with the devel
opment of complete factual information neces
sary to carry out the provisions of this Con
vention; 

(e) conduct fishing operations in the Con
vention area at any time for purposes of scientific 
investigation; 

(f) publish and otherwise disseminate reports 
of its findings and statistical, scientific and other 
information relating to the fisheries of the 
Northwest Atlantic Ocean as well as such 
other reports as faIl within the scope of this 
Convention. 
2. Upon the uDAnjmous recommendation of 

each Panel affected, the Commission may alter 
the boundaries of the sub-areas set out in the 
Annex. Any such alteration shaIl forthwith be 
reported to the Depositary Government which 
shall inform the Contracting Governments, and 
the sub-areas defined in the Annex shaIl be 
altered accordingly. 

3. The Contracting Governments shall furnish 
to the Commission, at such time and in such form 
as may be required by the Commission, the 
statistical information referred to in paragraph 1 
(b) of this Article. 

ARTICLE VII 

1. Each Panel established under Article IV 
shaIl be responsible for keeping under review 
the fisheries of its sub-area and the scientific and 
other information relating thereto. 

2. Each Panel, upon the basis of scientific 
investigations, may make reco=endations to 
the Commission for joint action by tbe Contracting 
Governments on tbe matters specified in para
graph 1 of Article VIII. 

3. Each Panel may reco=end to the Commis
sion studies and investigations within the scope of 
this Convention which are deemed necessary in the 
development of factual information relating to its 
particular sub-area. 

4. Any Panel may make recommendations to 
the Commission for the alteration of the boundaries 
of the sub-areas defined in the Annex. 

5. Each Panel shaIl investigate and report to 
the Co=ission upon any matter referred to it by 
the COIllIIl1llsion. 

6. A Panel shaIl not incur any expenditure ex
cept in accordance with directions given by the 
Commission. 

ARTICLE VIII 

1. The CommIssion may, on the recommenda
tions of one or more Panels, and on the basis of 
scientific investigations, transmit to the Depositary 
Government proposals, for joint action by the 
Contracting Governments, designed to· keep the 
stocks of those species of fish which support inter
national fisheries in the Convention area at a level 
permitting the maximum sustained catch by the 
application, with respect to such species of fish, of 
one or more of the following measures: 

(a) establishing open and closed seasons; 
(b) closing to fishing such portions of a sub

area as the Panel concerned finds to be a spawn
ing area or to be populated by small or inImature 
fish; 

(c) establishing size limits for any species; 
(d) prescribing the fishing gear and appliances 

the use of which is prohibited; 
(e) prescribing an over-all catch limit for any 

species of fish. 
2. Each reco=endation shaIl be studied by the 

Commission and thereafter the Commission shall 
either 

(a) transmit the recommendation as a pro
posal to the Depositary Government with such 
modifications or suggestions as the Commission 
may consider desirable, or 

(b) refer the reco=endation back to the 
Panel with co=ents for its reconsideration. 
3. The Panel may, after reconsidering the ree

o=endation returned to it by the Commission, 
reaffirm that reco=endation, with or without 
modification. 

4. If, after a recommendation is reaffirmed, the 
Co=ission is unable to adopt the recommenda
tion as a proposal, it shall send a copy of the 
recommendation to the Depositary Government 
with a report of the Commission's decision. The 
Depositary Government shaIl transmit copies of 
the recommendation and of the Commission's 
report to the Contracting Governments. 

5. The Commission may, after consultation with 
all the Panels, transmit proposals to the Depositary 
Government within the scope of paragraph 1 of 
this Article affecting the Convention area as a 
whole. 
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6. The Depositary Government ehall transmit 
any proposal received by it to the Contracting 
Governments for their consideration and may 
make such suggestions as will facilitate acceptance 
of the proposal. 

7. The Contracting Governments ehall notify 
the Depositary Government of their acceptance of 
the proposal, and the Depositary Government 
shall notify the Contracting Governments of each 
acceptance communicated to it, including the date 
of receipt thereof. 

8. The proposal ehall become effective for all 
Contracting Governments four months after the 
date on which notifications of acceptance shall have 
been received by the Depositary Government from 
all the Contracting Governments participating in 
the Panel or Panels for the sub-area or sub-areas 
to which the proposal applies. 

9. At any time after the expiration of one year 
from the date on which a proposal becomes effec
tive, any Panel Government for the sub-area to 
which the proposal applies may give to the Deposi
tary Government notice of the terminstion of its 
acceptance of the proposal and, if that notice is 
not withdrawn, the proposal shall cease to be 
effective for that Panel Government at the end of 
one year from the date of receipt of the notice by 
the Depositary Government. At any time after 
a proposal has ceased to be effective for a Panel 
Government under this paragraph, the proposal 
shall cease to be effective for any other Contracting 
Government upon the date a notice of withdrawal 
by such Government is received by the Depositary 
Government. The Depositary Government ehall 
notify all Contracting Governments of every notice 
under this paragraph immediately upon the receipt 
thereof. 

ARTICLE IX 

The Commission may invite the attention of 
any or all Contracting Governments to any matters 
which relate to the objectives and purposes of this 
Convention. 

AETICLE X 

1. The Commission shall'seek to establish and 
maintain working arrangements with other public 
international organizations which have related 
objectives, particularly the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and the Inter
national Council for the Exploration of the Sea, to 
epsure effective collaboration and coordination 

with respect to their work and, in the case of the 
International Council for· the Exploration of the 
Sea, the avoidance of duplication of scientific 
investigations. 

2. The Commission shall consider, at the expi
ration of two years from the date of entry into 
force of this Convention, whether or not it should 
recommend to the Contracting Governments that 
the Commission be brought within the framework 
of a specialized agency of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE XI 
1. Each Contracting Government shall pay the 

expenses of the Commissioners, experts and ad
visers appointed by it. 

2. The Commission shall prepare an annual 
administrative budget of the proposed necessary 
administrative expenditures of the Commission and 
an annual special projects budget of proposed ex
penditures on special studies and investigations to 
be undertaken by or on behalf of the Commission 
pursuant to Article VI or by or on behalf of any 
Panel pursuant to Article VII. 

3. The Commission shall calculate the pay
ments due from each Contracting Government 
under the annual administrative budget according 
to the following formula: 

(a) from the administrative budget, there 
shall be deducted a sum of 500 United States 
dollars for each Contracting Government; 

(b) the remainder shall be divided into such 
number of equal shares as corresponds to the 
total number of Panel memberships; 

(c) the payment due from any Contracting 
Government shall be the equivalent of 500 
United States dollars plus the number of shares 
equal to the number of Panels in which that 
Government participates. 
4. The Commission shall notify each Contract

ing Government the sum due from that Govern
ment as calculated under paragraph 3 of this 
Article and as soon as possible thereafter each 
Contracting Government shall pay to the Com
mission the sum so notified. 

5. The annual special projects budget shall be 
allocated to the Contracting Governments accord
ing to a scale to be determined by agreement 
among the Contracting Governments, and the 
sums so allocated to any Contracting Government 
shall be paid to the Commission by that Govern
ment. 
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6. Contributions shall be payable in the cur
rency of the country in which the .seat of the 
Commission is located, except that the Commis
sion may accept payment in the currencies in which 
it may be anticipated that expenditures of the 
Commission will be made from time to time, up 
to an amount established each year by the Com
mission in connection with the preparation of the 
annual budgets. 

7. At its first meeting the Commission shall 
approve an administrative budget for the balance 
of the first financial year in which the Commission 
functions and shall transmit to the Contracting 
Governments copies of that budget together with 
notices of their respective allocations. 

8. In subsequent financial years, the Commis
sion shall submit to each Contracting Government 
drafts of the annual budgets together with a 
schedule of aIlo~"tions, not less than six weeks 
before the annual meeting of the Commission at 
which the budgets are to be considered. 

ARTICLE xn 
The Contracting Governments agree to take 

such action as may be necessary to make effective 
the provisions of this Convention and to imple
ment any proposals which become effective under 
paragraph 8 of Article VIII. Each Contracting. 
Government shall transmit to the Commission a 
statement of the action taken by it for these pur-
poses. 

ARTICLE XllI 

The Contracting Governments agree to invite 
the attention of any Government not a party to 
this Convention to any matter relating to the 
fishing activities in the Convention area of the 
nationals or vessels of that Government which 
appear to affect adversely the operations of the 
Commission or the carrying out of the objectives 
of this Convention. 

ARTICLE XIV 

The Annex, as attached to this Convention 
and as modified from time to time, forms an 
integral part of this Convention. 

ARTICLE XV 

1. This Convention shall be ratified by the sig
natory Governments and the instruments of 
ratification shall be deposited with the Govern
ment of the United States of America, referred to 

in this Convention as the "Depositary Govern
ment." 

2. This Convention shall enter into force upon 
the deposit of instruments of ratification by four 
signatory Governments, and shall enter into 
force with respect to each Government which 
subsequently ratifies on the date of the deposit 
of its instrument of ratification. 

3 . .Any Government which has not signed this 
Convention may adhere thereto by a notification 
in writing to the Depositary Government. Ad
herences received by the Depositary Government 
prior to the date of entry into force of this Con
vention shall become effective on the date this 
Convention enters into force. Adherences re
ceived by the Depositary Government after the 
date of entry into force of this Convention shall 
become effective on the date of receipt by the 
Depositary Government. 

4. The Depositary Government shall inform all 
signatory Governments and all adhering Govern
ments of all ratifications deposited and adherences 
received. 

5. The Depositary Government shall inform all 
Governments concerned of the date this Conven
tion enters into force. 

ARTICLE XVI 

1. At any time after the expiration of ten years 
from the date of entry into force of this Convention, 
any Contracting Government may withdraw 
from the Convention on December thirty-first of 
any year by giving notice on or before the preced
ing June thirtieth to the Depositary Government 
which shall communicate copies of such notice to 
the other Contracting Governments. 

2 . .Any other Contracting Government may 
thereupon withdraw from this Convention on the 
Bame December thirty-first by giving notice to the 
Depositary Government within o~e month of. the 
receipt of a copy of a notice of Withdrawal given 
pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article. 

ARTICLE XVII 
1. The original of this Convention shall be de

posited with the Government of the United S~tes 
of America which Government shall commumcate 
certified ';pies thereof to all the signatory Gov
ernments and all the adhering Governments. 

2. The Depositary Government shall register 
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this Convention with the Secretariat of the United 
Nations. 

3. This Convention shall bear the date on which 
it is opened for signature and shall remain open 
for signature for a period of fourteen days there
after. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, having 
deposited their respective full powers, have signed 
this Convention. 

DONE in Washington this eighth day of Febru
ary 1949 in the English language. 

FOR CANADA: 

STEWART BATES. 

FOR DENMARK: 

B D'NESEN 

FOR FRANCE: 

With a reservation excluding paragraph 2 of Article I 

M TERRIN 

FOR ICELAND: 

THOR THORS. 

FOR ITALY: 

ALBERTO T ARCHIANI 

F.oR HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM AND THE GOVERNMENT 

OF, NEWFOUNDLAND IN RESPECT OF NEW
FOUNDLAND: 

R GUSHUE 
W. TEMPLEMAN 

FOR NORWAY: 

KLAus SUNNANAA 
GUNNAR ROLLEFSEN 
OLAV LUND 

FOR PORTUGAL: 

MANUEL CARLOS QUINTAO MEYRELLES 
ALFREDO DE MAGALHAES RAMALHO 
JOSE AUGUSTO CORREIA DE BARROS 
AMERICO ANGELO TAVARES DE ALMEIDA 

C frag 
FOR SPAIN: 

Reserving paragrapb 2 of Article I 

GERMAN BARAIBAR 

FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN JRELAND: 

A. T. A. DOBSON 
A. J. AGLEN 

FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
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W. M. CHAPMAN 
W,LLIAM E. S. FLORY 
H,LARY J. DEASON 
FREDERICK L. Z,MMERMANN 
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ANNEX 

1. The sub-areas provided for by Article I of 
this Convention shall be as follows: 

Sub-area 1 - That portion of the Convention 
area which lies to the north and east of a rhumb 
line from a point in 75°00' north latitude and 
73°30' west longitude to a point in 69°00' north 
latitude and 59°00' west longitude; east of 59°00' 
west longitude; and to the north and east of a 
rhumb line from a point in 61 °00' north latitude 
and 59°00' west longitude to a point in 52°15' 
north latitude and 42°00' west longitude. 

Sub-area 2 - That portion of the Convention 
area lying to the south and west of sub-area 1 
defined above and to the north of the parallel 
of 52°15' north latitude. 

Sub-area 3 - That portion of the Convention 
area lying south of the parallel of 52°15' north 
latitude; and to the east of a line extending due 
north from Cape Bauld on the north coast of 
Newfoundland to 52°15' north latitude; to the 
north of the parallel of 39°00' north latitude; 
and to the east and north of a rhumb line extend
ing in a northwesterly direction which passes 
throngh a point in 43°30' north latitude, 55°00' 
west longitude, in the direction of a point in 47°50' 
north latitude, 60°00' west longitude, until it 
intersects a straight line connecting Cape Ray, 
on the coast of Newfoundland, with Cape North 
on Cape Breton Island; thence in a northeasterly 
direction along said line to Cape Ray. 

Sub-area 4 - That portion of the Convention 
area lying to the west of sub-area 3 defined above, 
and to the east of a line described as follows: 
beginning at th.e terminus of the international 
boundary between the United States df America 
and Canada in Grand Manan Channel, at a point 
in 44°46'35.34" north latitude, 66°54'11.23" 
west longitude; thence due south to the parallel 
of 43°50' north latitude; thence due west to the 
meridian of 67°40' west longitude; thence due 
south to the parallel of 42°20' north latitude; 
thence due east to a point in 66°00' west long
itude; thence along a rhumb line in a south
easterly direction to a point in 42°00' north 
latitude, 65°40' west longitude; thence due 
south to the parallel of 39°00' north latitude. 
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Su~ 5 - That portion of the Convention 
area lying west of the western boundary of sub
area 4 defined above. 

2. For a period of two years from the date of 
entry into force of this Convention, Panel rep
resentation for each sub-area shall be as follows: 

(a) Sub-area 1 - Denmark, France, Italy, N or
way, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom; 

(b) Sub-area 2 - Denmark, France, Italy, New
foundland; 

(c) Sub-area 3 - Canada, Denmark, France, 
Italy, Newfoundland, Portugal, Spain, United 
Kingdom; 

(d) Sub-area 4 - Canada, France, Italy, New
foundland, Portugal, Spain, United States; 

(e) Sub-area 5 - Canada, United States; 
it being understood that during the period between 
the signing of this Convention and the date of its 
entry into force, any signatory or adhering 
Government may, by notification to the Depos
itary Government, withdraw from the list of 
members of a Panel for any sub-area or be added 
to the list of members of the Panel for any sub
area on which it is not named. The Depositary 
Government ahall inform all the other Govern
ments concerned of all such notifications received 
and the memberships of the Panels shall be altered 
accordingly. 

I CERTIFY THAT the foregoing is a true copy of the 
International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheri6l!l, including the Annex attached thereto, signed at 
Washington under date of February 8, 1949 in the English 
language, the signed original of which is deposited in the 
archives of the Government of the United States of 
America. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, DEAN ACHESON I Secretary 
of State of the United States of America, have heJ'eunto 
caused the seal of the Department of State to be affixed 
and my name subscribed by the Authentication Officer 
of the said Department, at the city of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia, this twenty~6fth day of February, 
1949. 

[BEALl 
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DEAN ACHESON 

Secretary oj State 

M. P. CHAUVIN 
Authentication Officer 
Department oj Stat. 



,ApPENDIX II 

INTERNATIONAL NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES CONFERENCE, 

WASIDNGTON, JANUARY 26 THROUGH FEBRUARY 8, 1949 
Final Act 

The Governments of Canada, Denmark, Fmnce, 
Iceland, Italy, Newfoundland, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, the Unitsd Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the United States of Amer
ica, represented by plenipotsntiary- delegations, 
having accepted the invitation extsnded to them 
by the Government of the United States of 
America to participate in an International North
west Atlantic Fiaheries Conference; and 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and the International Council 
for the ExplomtioD of the Sea, having accepted 
the invitation extended to them by the Govern
ment of the United States of America to send 
observers to the said Conference; 

Appointsd their respective representatives, who 
are listsd below by countries, and by organiz .... 
tions, in the order of alphabetieal precedence: 

CANADA 
Delegate 

Stewart Bates, Deputy Minister of Fish
eries, Department of Fisheries-Chair
man 

Alternate Delegate 
A. W. H. Needler, Assistant Deputy 

Minister of Fiaheries, Department of 
Fisheries 

Advisers 
S. V. Ozere, Legal Adviser, Department of 

Fisheries 
F. M. Tovell, Department of External 

Affairs 
Secretary 

F. H. Wooding, Information Officer, De
partment of Fisheries 

DENMARK 
Delegates 

B. Dinesen, Head of Department, Ministry
of Fisheries-Chairman 
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A. Vedel Tii.ning, Head of Section, Com
mission for Denmark's Fisheries and 
Ocean Research 

Commodore Fritz Hammer Kj/Jlsen, Naval 
Attache, EmbltBBy of Denmark, Wash
ington 

Laurid. Thygesen, Chairman, WesWut
land Fisheries Association 

Christian Djurhuus, Member, Local Gov
ernment, Faroe Islands 

Paul Marinus Hansen, Fiaheries Biologist 
to the Administmtion of Greenland 

Niels Bjerregaard, Chairman, Daniah Fish
eries Association 

FRANCE 
Delegates 

Marius Terrln, Directeur des PAches, Mari
times au Minist,)re de la Marine Mar
chanda-Chairman 

Jean Joseph Le Gall, Directeur de l'Oflice 
Scientifique et Technique des P~ches 

Maritimes 
Robe~t Baudouy, Dirccteur par interim des 

Unions Internationales au Ministere des 
Affaires Etmng~res 

Captain Louis J. Audigou, Administrateur 
en chef de I'Inscription Maritime, Wash- . 
in'gton 

Andre Dezeustre, Mission de la Marine 
Marchande aux U. S. A., Bath Iron 
Works Corporation, Bath, Maine 

ICELAND 
Delegates 

Thor Thors, Minister to the United States
Chairman 

H. G.Ande)'Sen, Legal Adviser, ForeignOffice 
Ami Fridriksson, Director of the Fishery 

Department, University Research In
stitute, Reykjavik, Iceland 
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ITALY SPAIN 
Delegatu 

Alberto Tarchiani, Ambassador to the 
United States-Chairman 

Clemente Boniver, Commercial Counselor, 
Embassy of Italy, Washlngton 

Gian Vincenzo 8oro, First Secretary, Em
bassy of Italy, Washlngton 

Aldo Ziglioli, Assistant Commercial At
tache, Embassy of Italy, Washington 

Salvatore Ippia, First Commercial Secre
tary, Embas.oy of Italy, Washington 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
Dekgatu 

Raymond Gushue, Chairman, Newfound
land Fisheries Board-Chairman 

Dr. W. Templeman, Director, Newfound
land Government Laboratory 

NORWAY 
Dekgatu 

Klaus Sunnanaa, Director of _Fisheries, 
Directorate of Fisheries-Chairman 

Gunnar Rollefsen, Director of Institute of 
Marine Research, Directorate of Fish
eries 

Olav Lund, Division Chief, Directorate of 
Fisheries 

TecltnUxd Advisers 
Finn Bryhni, Norwegian Fisherman's Union 
Knut Vartdal, Aalesund Shipowner Asso

ciation 
Eigil Nygaard, CounseIor, Embassy of 

Norway, Washington 
Magne Oppedal, Commercial Attache, Em

bassy of Norway, Washington 

PORTUGAL 
Dekgatu 

Rear Admiral Manuel C. Meyrelles, Presi
dent of the Central Commission on 
Fisheries-Chairman 

Dr. Alfredo M. RamaIho, Director, Gov
ernment Marine Biology Station 

Dr. Correia de Barros, Vice President of 
Court of Accounting, Treasury Depart
ment 

Captain Tavares de Almeida, Fishery 
Department 

Dekgatu 
Germfi.n Baraibar, Minister Plenipoten

tiary and Charge d' Affaims ad interim, 
Embassy of Spain, Washington-Chair
man 

Capitan de Nano Alvaro Guitian, Naval 
Attache, Embassy of Spain, Washington 

Jose Miguel Ruiz Morales, First Secretary 
of Embassy, Direcci6n General-de Politi
ca Econ6mica, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Madrid 

Pedro Dlaz de Espada, Shipowner, San 
Sebastian 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND 

DelegaU" 
A. T. A. Dobson, Adviser, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Fisheries-Chairman 
A. J. Aglen, Fisheries Secretary, Scottish 

Home Department 
Adui8er8 

J. S. Fawcett, Legal Adviser, British Em
bassy, Washlngton 

S. J. Holt, Scientific Officer, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 

Dr. C. E. Lucas, Director, Fisheries Re
search, Scottish Home Department 

P. J. Macfarlan, Assistant Agricultural 
Attache, British Embassy, Washlngton 

D. C. Tebbit, Second Secretary, British 
Embassy, Washington 

R. S. Wimpenny, Deputy Director, Fisheries 
Research, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Delega4s 

C5 

Wilbert M. Chapman, Special Assistant to 
the Under Secretary for Fisheries and 
Wildlife, Department of State-Chairman 

William E. S. Flory, Deputy Special Assist
ant to the Undcr Secretary for Fisheries 
and Wildlife, Department of State 

Hilary J. Deason, Chief, Office of Foreign 
Activities, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior 

Frederick L. ZimmermRllll, Consultant on 
Fisheries and WIldlife, Department of 
State 



22 REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 

Advisers 
Thomas Fulhrun, President, Federated 

Fishing Boats of New England and New 
York, Incorporated 

Wayne D. Heydecker, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Com
mission, New York City 

Milton C. James, Assistant Director, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior 

Captain Harold C. Moore, Coordinator for 
Interdepartmental and International M
fairs, United States Coast Guard, De
partment of the Treasury 

Patrick McHugh, Secretary-Treasurer, At
lantic Fishermen's Union (A.F.L.), Bos
ton, Massachusetts 

Richard Reed, Commissioner, Sea and 
Shore Fisheries, State of Maine 

&cretary 
Edward Castleman, Office of the Special 

Assistant to the Under Secretary for 
Fisheries and Wildlife, Department of 
State 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS 

Observers 
Dr. D. B. Finn, Director, Fisheries Division 
Dr. J. L. Kask, Chief, Biological Branch, 

Fisheries Division 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE EXPLO
RATION OF TH:E SEA 

Observers 
A. T. A. Dobson, First Vice President of 

the International Council for the Explo
ration of the Sea 

Dr . .A.lfredo M. Ramalho, Vice President 
of the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea 

The Conference met at Washington on January 
26, 1949, under the Temporary Chairmanship of 
Wilbert M. Chapman, Chairman of the Delegation 
of the United States of America. 

Under the authority of the President of the 
United States of America the following officers 
were designated: Clarke L. Willard, Aseociate 
Chief, Division of International Conferences, 
Department of State, Secretary General of the 
Conference; Charles I Bevans, Deputy Assistant 

for Treaty Affairs, Office of the Legal Adviser, 
Department of State, Treaty Adviser to the Con
ference; and Donald J. Chaney, Chief Counsel, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, Technical Secretary of the Conference. 

At the opening session the Conference agreed 
unanimously to accept the staff members of the 
Secretariat provided by the Government of the 
United States of America. 

Wilbert M. Chapman, Chairman of the Dele
gation of the United States of America, was 
elected Permanent Chairman of the Conference 
at the first session held on January 26, 1949, and 
Klaus Sunnanaa, Chairman of the Delegation of 
Norway was elected Vice Chairman of the Con
ference at the srune session. 

The general committees established by the 
Rules of Procedure adopted provisionally at the 
opening session were constituted as follows: 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Wilbert M. Chapman (United States)-
Chairman 

Stewart Bates (Canada) 
B. Dinesen (Denmark) 
Marius Terrin (France) 
Thor Thoro (Iceland) 
Alberto Tarchiani (Italy) 
Raymond Gushue (Newfoundland) 
Klaus Sunnanaa (Norway) 
Rear Admiral Manuel C. Meyrelles (portugal) 
Germw Baraibar (Spain) 
A. T. A. Dobson (United Kingdom) 
William E. S. Flory (United States) 

Arthur C. Nagle-Secretary 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 

Marius Terrin {France)-Chairman 
Stewart Bates (Canada) 
Germw Baraibar (Spain) 

Charles I. Bevans-Becretary 

The following technical committees were ap
pointed under authorization of unanimous votes 
of the Conference: 
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COMMITTEE ON DRAFTING 

A. T. A. Dobson (United Kingdom)-
Chairman 

Stewart Bates (Canada) 
B. Dinesen (Denmark) 
Marius Terrin (France) 
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H. G. Andersen (Iceland) 
Gian Vincenzo Soro (Italy) 
Raymond Gushue (Newfoundland) 
Klaus Sunnanaa (Norway) 
Dr. Correia de Barros (Portugal) 
German Baraibar (Spain) 
A. J. Aglen (United Kingdom) 
Wilbert M. Chapman (United States) 

Barbara S. Williams-Secretary 

COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGY 

A. W. H. Needler (Canada)-Ohairman 
A. Vedel Taning (Denmark) 
Paul Hansen (Denmark) 
Jean Joseph Le Gall (France) 
Ami Fridriksson (Iceland) 
W. Templeman (Newfoundland) 
Gunnar Rollefsen (Norway) 
Alfredo M. Ramalho (Portugal) 
Jose Miguel Ruiz Morales (Spain) 
Pedro Diaz de Espada (Spain) 
S. J. Holt (United Kingdom) 
C. E. Lucas (United Kingdom) 
R. S. Wintpenny (United Kingdom) 
Hilary J. Deason (United States) 
Milton C James (United States) 

Boward A. Schuck-Secretary 

The final session was held on February 8, 1949. 
As a result of the deliberations of the Conference 

the International Convention for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries (hereinafter referred to as the 
Convention) was formulated and opened for 
signature on February 8, 1949 to remain open for 
signature for fourteen days thereafter. 

The following resolutions and recommendations 
were adopted and the following statemente were 
received: 

I 

The International Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Conference 
Resolves: 

1. To express its gratitude to the President of 
the United States of America, Harry S. Truman, 
for his irntiative in convening the present Confer
ence and for its preparation; 

2. To express to its Chairman, Wilbert M. 
Chapman, and its Vice Chairman, Klaus Sunnanaa. 
its deep appreciation for the admirable manner in 
which they have guided the Conference and 
brought it to a successful conclusion; 

3. To express to the Officers and Staff of the 
Secretariat its appreciation for their untiring 
services and diligent efforts in contributing to the 
fruition of the purposes and objectives of the 
Conference. 

II 

The International Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Conference 
Resolves: 

That the Government of the United States of 
America be authorized to publish the Final Act 
of this Conference, the text of the Convention, 
and to make available for publication such addi
tional documents in connection with the work of 
this Conference as in its judgment may be con
sidered in the public interest. 

III 

The International Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Conference 
Recommends: 

That in establishing and maintaining the Inter
national Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Commis
sion the Contracting Governments give careful 
consideration to the following conclusions reached 
at the Conference: 

1. Finance: 
The probable cost of the Commission dur

ing its first year would be in the region of 
40,000 dollars. 

This estimate is to some extent based upon 
the present expenditure incurred by the In
ternational Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea, but it must be recognized that the cost of 
that orgauization cannot be used as an accu
rate guide to the possible cost of the new Com
mission on account of the rather specific and 
long-standing nature of its set-up. The pre
cise amount would necessarily depend upon 
various considerations such as the location 
and cost of the office of the Commission for 
which certain facilities might be available 
either in the United States or in Canada. 

2. Staff: 
(1) It is desirable that the Executive 

Secretary of the Commission should be a 
biologist. At the same tinte it is still more 
intportant that he should be a man with great 
administrative and statistical ability. It 
should also be understood that after the 
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Commission had begun to function normally 
it would probably be necessary at an early 
date to increase the staff by the addition of, 
for example, a statistician. 

(2) The responsibilities of the staff of the 
Commission shall be exclusively international 
in character and they shall not seek or receive 
instructions in regard to the discharge of 
their functions from any authority external to 
the Commission. The Contracting Govern
ments should fully respect the international 
character of the responsibilities of the staff 
and not seek to influence any of their na
tionals in the discharge of such responsibilities. 

3. Scientific In~e8ti9ation: 
(1) In the field of scientific investigations 

the Commission should be primarily respon
sible for: (a) arrangement for and coordin .... 
tion of work by agencies, and (b) establish
ment of working relationships with interno.
tional agencies. It is important, for the pur
poses of the Convention, that enlarged and 
coordinated scientific investigations should 
be carried out and such investigations insofar 
as possible should be conducted by agencies of 
the Contracting Governmenta or by public or 
private agencies (e. g., universities or private 
marine research laboratories). If investi
gations necessary to the purposes of the 
Convention cannot be arranged through exist
ing Government, public, or private agencies, 
they should be undertaken by the Commis
sion, but only in accordance with approved 
budgets. It is not contemplated that any 
such investigations conducted by Commis
sion personnel or equipment would include 
field operations. 

(2) The need for thorough consideration of 
the problems facing the Commission is para
mount, and considerable time will be needed 
for assembling the materia! required for a de
termination of those problems. An informal 
interim committee of biologists might well be 
asked to assemble such material in advance 
of the coming into effect of the Convention, 
and the Government of Canada might take 
the initial measures to this end. 

4. Statistie8: 
It is important,~for purposes olthe Conven

tion, that improved statistics:Of_the commer-

cia! fisheries in the Convention area should 
be collected and the Commission should have 
responsibility for the compilation and distri
bution of the fishery statistics furnished by 
the Contracting Governments in such form 
and at such times as the Commission may 
require. 

IV 
The International Northwest Atlantic FisherieA 

Conference 
Requests: 

That as soon as possible after entry into force of 
the International Convention for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries the Depositary Government ini
tiate steps for the holding of the first meeting of 
the International Commission for the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries at BOme place in North America, 
without prejudice, however, to the determination 
of the ultimate location of the seat of the Com
mission. 

V 
The International Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 

Conference 
Received: 

The following joint statement from the French 
and Spanish Delegations: 

In the C01lJ'88 of the Conference the French and 
Spanish Delegations have requested that the definition 
of ooastal limits in the Convention area be put in said 
Convention. 

The Conference did not meet their request, consid
ering that any discuBBion on this subject would lead to 
a definition of territorial waters and this matter 
was formally declared by the Conference out of its 
competence. 

The French and Spanish Delegations had to yield to 
t;he above decision. 

Consequently they cannot agree to paragraph 2 of 
Article I which, in their innermost belief, is a meddling 
of the Conference in the aforesaid matter. 

VI 

The International Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
Conference 
Records: 

That, the Italian Delegation, not having re
ceived from its Government specific instructions on 
.the text of paragraph 2 of Article I, as embodied in 
the Second Interim Draft of the Convention, ab
stained from voting on acceptance 0(- that 
paragraph. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the following representa.
tives have signed this Final Act. 

DONE in Washington this eighth day of Febru
ary 1949 in the English language, the original of 
which shall be deposited with the Government of 
the United States of America. The Government of 
the United States of America shall transmit certi
fied copies thereof to all the other Governments 
represented at the Conference. 

For Canada: 
STEWART BATES. 
A W H NEEDLER 
S. V. OIERE 
FR>l>lKAN M Tov>lLL. 
F H WOODING 

For Denmark: 
B DIN>lS>lN 
A V>lD>lL TANING 
F. H. KJOLS>lN 
LAUR. THYG>lSEN 
K DJURHUUS 
N BJERREGAARD 
PAUL M. HANS>lN. 

For France: 
M TERRIN 
J>lAN L>l GALL 
LOUIS J AUDIGOU 

For Iceland: 
THOR THORS. 

For Italy: 
ALBERTO T ARCHIANI 

For His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom and the Government of Newfound
land in respect of Newfoundland: 

R GUSHUE 
W. TEMPLEMAN 

For Norway: 
KLAUS SUNNANAA 
GUNNAR ROLLEFSEN 

OLAV LUND 
FINN BRYHNI. 
KNUT V ARTDAL 

For Portugal: 
MANUEL CARLOS QmNTAO MEYRELLES 
ALFREDO DE MAGALBAES RAMALHO 
JOSE AUGUSTO CORREIA DE BARROS 
AMERsco ANGELO TAVARES D>l ALMmDA 

Cap. (rag. 
For Spain: 

G>lRMAN BAR1IBAR 
ALVARO GUITIAN 
J RUIZ MORALES 
PEDRO DE ESPADA 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland: 

A. T. A. DOBSON 
A. J. AGLEN 

For the United States of America: 
W. M. CHAPMAN 
WILLIAM E. S. FLORY 
HILARY J. D>lASON 
FREDERICK L. ZIMMERMANN 
WAYNE D. HEYDECKER 
MILTON C JAMES 
PATRICK McHUGH. 
HAROLD C MOORE 
THOMAS A. FULHAM 
EDWARD CASTLEMAN 

Ob8eroers: 
For the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations: 
D. B. FINN. 

For the International Council for the Explora
tion of the Sea: 

A. T. A. DOBSON 
ALFREDO D>l MAGALIIAES RAMALHO 

[SEAL] CLARI<l!l L. WILLARD 
Secretary General 
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE FIRST MEETING 

Governments and international organizations 
were represented by Commissioners, advieers, or 
observers, as follows: 

CANADA 

Oommissioner. 
Stewart Bates, Deputy Minister of Fish

eries, Department of Fisheries, Ottawa, 
Ontario 

Raymond Gushue, Chairman, Newfound
land Fisheries Board, St. John'., N ew
foundland 

J. Howard MacKichan, General Manager, 
United Maritime Fishermen, Ltd., Hali
fax, Nova Scotia 

Adviser. 
G. E. Cox, Second Secretary, Embll88Y of 

Canada, Washington, D.C. 
A. W. H. Needler, Director, Atlantic 

Biological Station, St. Andrew., New 
Brunswick 

DENMARK 
Oommissioners 

B. Dinesen, Permanent Under Secretary of 
State, Ministry of Fisheries, Copen
hagen, Denmark 

Paul M. Hansen, Fisheries Biologist, Green
land Department, Charlotteulund, Den
mark 

A. Vedel TAning, Head of Section, Commis
.ion for Denmark'. Fisheries and Ocean 
Research, Ministry of Fisheries, Char
lottenlund, Denmark 

Adviser 
Krlstian DjurhuUB, Chairman, I.ocal Gov

ernment, Faroe Islands 

FRANCE 
ObsertJer 

Captain Loui. J. Audigou, Representative 
of the French Merchant Marine in the 
United States and Canada, Washing
ton, D.C. 
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ICELAND 
Oommissioner 

Ami Fridriksson, Head, Icelandic Fisheries 
Investigations, University of Iceland 
Reykjavik, Iceland 

ITALY 
Ob8ertJeT 

Clemente Boniver, Commercial Counselor 
Embassy of Italy, Washington, D.C 

.4lte....te Observer. 
Clement B. Colonna, Food and Agriculture 

Official, Embll88Y of Italy, Washington, 
D.C. 

Bruno Giordani, Consultant to the Com
mercial Office, Embassy of Italy, Wash
ington, D.C. 

NORWAY 

ObsertJers 
Magne Oppedal, Fisheries Attach6, Em

bll88y of Norway, Washington, D.C. 
Klaus Sunnanaa, Director of Fisheries, 

Directorat of Fisheries, Bergen, Norway 

PORTUGAL 
Observer 

Commander Antonio M. Belo, Naval 
AttacM, Embll88Y of Portugal, Wash
ington' D.C. 

SPAIN 

Observer 
Jose Jaudenes, Commercial AttacM, Em

bassy of Spain, Washington, D.C. 

Alternate Observers 
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Jose Aragones, Commercial AttacM, Em
bll88y of Spain, Wasbington, D. C. 

Pedro Diaz de Espada, Madrid, Spain 
Cipriano Ojeda, Madrid, Spain 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

Oommissioner 
A. T. A. Dobson, Fisheries Adviser, Minis

try of Agriculture and Fisheries, London 
S. W. 1, England 

Adviaers 
Michael Graham, Director, Fisheries Re

search, Ministry of Agriculture and Fish
eries, Lowestoft, Suffolk, England 

H. Wood, Deputy Director, Marine Lab
oratory, Fisheries Divison, Scottish 
Home Department, Aberdeen 1, Scotland 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

('lYmmissioners 
Hilary J. Deason, Chief, Office of Foreign 

Activities, Fish and Wildlife Service, De
partment of the Interior, Washington 
25, D. C. 

Bernhard Knollenberg, Chester, Connecti
cut 

Francis W. Sargent, Director, Division of 
Marine Fisheries, Department of Con
servation, Boston, Massachuesetts 

Adviaers 
Edwin H. Dahlgren, Chief, Section of Mar

ine Fisheries, Branch of Fishery Biology, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department 
of the Interior, Washington 25, D. C. 

Fred E. Taylor, Foreign Affairs Specialist, 
Fisheries and Wildlife, Department of 
State, Washington 25, D. (' 

Mrs. Mary B. Trenary, Division of Inter
national Administration, Department of 
State, Washington 25, D. C. 

Richard T. Whiteleather, Aesistant Chief, 
Branch of Commercial Fisheries, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, Washington 25, D. C. 

Adviaer-Secretary 
Edward Castleman, Chief, Section of Inter

national Agreements, Office of Foreign 
Activities, Fish and Wildlife Service, De
partment of the Interior, Washington 
15, D. C. 

Stenographers 
Betty F. Blackwood 
Doris K. Orton 
Signa F. Stinnett 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE 
EXPLORATION OF THE SEA 

ObsertJer 
A. T. A. Dobeon, Senior Vice President, In

ternational Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea, Charlottenlund, Denmark 

Alternate Observer 
Dr. A. Vede! TA.ning, Chairman of the 

Northwestern Area Committee, Interna
tional Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea, Charlottenlund, Denmark 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Observer 
Dr. D. B. Finn, Director, Fisheries Divi

sion, Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, Rome, Italy 

Alternate Observer 
Dr. B. F. Osorio-Tafall, Regional Officer, 

Latin America Fisheries Division, Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, Washington, D. C. 

OFFICERS AND STA .... Oil' THE SECRETARIAT 

Secretary General 
Richard S. Wheeler 

Spetial Assistant to tM Secretary General 
Frances M. Leibel 

Technical Secretary 
Donald J. Chaney 

Assistant Technical Secretary 
Herbert W. Graham 

Assistants to tM Technical Secretary 
William F. Royce 
Howard Schuck 

Administrative Secretary 
Malcohn E. Peake 

Assistant Administrative Secretary 
Gertrude O'Keefe 

Documents Ojficer 
MarY E. Haslacker 

Deputy Documents Ojficer 
Lillian F. Black 

Editorial Clerk. 

ell 

Eunice Truckenbrodt 
Helen V. Gilbert 
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Documents Distribution Olerk 
Kathryn M. Pitts 

Registration and lriforrnaiion Officer 

F. Louise Welch 

Order oj 1M DaV Officer 

William R. Crawford, Jr. 

Stenographic 8upeNJi8ors 

Marion D. A1bamonts 
Gloria D. Kiehpaugh 

StenograpMrs and Typms 
Katherine P. de Vauloge 
Donald L. Farrell 
Carol-Anne Gilbert 
Jean E. Heneley 
Gladys D. Jackson 
Ella M. Lane 
Lucille Lindsay 
Patsy Ann Morris 
Henrietta M. Mugmon 

Messengers 
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Lloyd T. Maull 
Johnny M. ThUl"Dl8Jl 



APPENDIX IV 
AGENDA FOR THE FIRST MEETING 

1. Call to order by Temporary Chairman. 
2. Address of welcome. 
3. Responses on behalf of the Commissioners. 
4. Statement by the United States Government 

on ratifications of the International Con
vention for the Northwest· Atlantic Fish
eries. 

5. Adoption of the agenda for the first meeting 
of the Commission. 

6. Appointment of the Credentials Committee. 
7. Appointment of the Nominations Committee. 
8. Acceptance of the Temporary Secretariat. 
9. Report of the Credentials Committee. 

10. Provisional adoption of Rules of Procedure 
for the Commission with final adoption of 
Rule 7 (Election of Chairman and Vice 
Chanman for the Commission). 

11. Report of the Nominations Committee. 
12. Election of the Chairman of the Commission. 
13. Election of the Vice Chairman of the Com

mission. 
14. Appointment of Ad Hoc Committees: 

(a) Administration and Finance, 
(b) Statistics, 
(c) Drafting, 
(t!) Others. 

15. Organization of Panels (such Panels aB are 
organized Bhould meet, elect officers, adopt 
rules of procedure, and report to the Com
mission). 

16. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Drafting. 
17. Final adoption of the Rules of Procedure for 

the Commission. 
18. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Admin-

istration and Finance: 

(a) CommisBion headquarters, 
(b) Adoption of a budget, 
(c) Appointment of the Executive 

Secretary. 

19. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Statistics. 
20. Appointment of Btanding committees. [Rule 

18, paragraphs (b) and (cJ]. 
21. Reports of the Panels and approval of Panel 

Rules of Procedure. 
22. Consideration of means for establishing and 

maintaining working arrangements with 
other public international organizations. 

23. Selection of tUne and place for the next annual 
meeting of the CommisBion. 

24. Other businesB. 
25. Approval of press release. 
26. Adjournment. 

NOTE.-Since many fishery research biologists will be 
in attendance, either as Commissioners or advisers, the 
suggestion has been made that one or more informal tech
nical seminars be scheduled apart from the formal sessions 
of the Commission a.nd the various Panels. It is recom
mended that biologists be prepared to participate in such 
inform&! seminars on the general topic: "What scientific 
knowledge is lacking the fisheries of the Northwest At
lantic and how should such knowledge be acquired?" 

APPENDIX V 
AGENDA FOR THE PANELS 

1. Call to order by the Secretary General or his 
representative. 

2. Provisional adoption of the Rules of Procedure 
with final adoption of those portions dealing 
with the election of " Chairman and selec
tion of a Rapporteur. 

3. Election of a Chairman. 
4. Selection of a Rapporteur. 
5. Final adoption of the Rules of Procedure. 

6. Reports by the Commissioners, if available, 
on the status of the fisheries and of research 
programB in the subarea. 

7. Formulation and adoption ofrecommendations 
to the Commission, if any. 

8. Other business. 
9. Approval of report to the Commission. 

10. Adjournment. 
29 

C 13 



ApPENDIX VI 

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE COMMISSION 

Adopted AprilS. 1951 

REP~SENTATION 
Rule 1 

(a) A Contracting Government to the Inter
national Convention for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries. concluded at Washington on February 8. 
1949, hereinafter referred to Be the Convention, 
shall have the right to appoint not more than 
three Commissioners and one or more experts or 
advisers to aesist its Commissioner or Commis
sioners at meetings of the International Commis
sion for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, here
inafter referred to Be the Commission. 

(6) Each Government shall notify the Executive 
Secretary Be soon Be poesible the name or names of 
its Commissioners on the Commission and of any 
change thereof. 

Rule 2 
A representative or representatives of any 

Advisory Committee established by any Contract
ing Government in accordance with Article V (1) 
of the Convention may, with the Besent of the 
Contracting Government concerned, attend Be 
observers all non-executive sessions at meetings 
of the Commission, Prior to each meeting the 
Commissioners shall inform the Executive Secre
tary of the names of such Advisory Committee 
members authorized to attend. 

Rule 3 
Any Government not a party to ,the Convention 

and any international organization may be repre
sented at meetings of the Commission by an 
observer or observers, if the Commission so 
decides from Ume to time. 

VOTING 
Rule 4 

Each Contracting Government shall be entitled 
to one vote which may be caet by any Commis
sioner from that Government. Observers, ex
perts, and advisers may address plenary meetings 

80 

of the Commission, but ebeJl not be entitled 
to vote. 

Rule 5 

Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by 
a two-thirds majority of the votes of all the Con
tracting Governments. At meetings of the com
mittees appointed by the Commission a simple 
majority of all members of such committees shall 
be decisive. Votes shall be taken by show of 
hands, by roll call in the Englieb alphabetical 
order of the names of the countries, or by ballot, 
Be in the opinion of the Chairman appears to be 
most suitable. 

Rule 6 

Between meetings of the Commiesion or in the 
caee of an emergency, a vote of the Commiesioners 
may be taken by mail, or other means of com~ 
muuication, in which caee decisions also shall be 
taken by a two-thirds majority of the votes of 
all the Contracting Governments, each Contract
ing Government being entitled to one vote. 

CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN 

Rule 7 
Except Be otherwise provided in Rule 9, the 

Commiesion shall elect from its members a Chair
!nan and a Vice Chairman, for a term of two years, 
who shall be eligible for reelection but not to a 
succeeding term. The Chairman and Vice Chair
man must be Commissioners from different Con
tracting Governments. The succeeding Chairman 
and Vice ChairInan shall take office on the day 
following the expiration of the term of their 
predecessors. 

Rule 8 
The powers and duties of the Chairman shall be: 

(a) to declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting of the Commission; 

(b) to preside at all meetings of the Commiesion; 
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(. to de('id" all questions of order raised at 
meetings of the Commission, subject to the right 
of any Commissioners to requpst that iLlly ruling 
by the Chairman shflll be submitted to the Com 
mission for declsion by vote; 

(d) to call for votes and to announce the result 
of the vote to the Commission; 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
Commissiollf':fS and the Executive Secretary the 
provJ~'i, 11 01'df" of hllsiness for the annual Com
mission Meeting so that the Executive Secretary 
way transmit it to all (·ontrarting Gove.rnments 
and Commissioners not less than 60 days in 
advance of the meeting; 

(j) to constitute 01' appoint the members of 
cOlnmittees in arcordH.Ilce with the provisions of 
Rule 16; 

(g) to sign, on behalf of the Commission, a 
report of the proceedings of each annual or other 
meeting of tIll" C(ltnll1iRslon. for transmission to 
Contracting Oovernments, (~ommissionerB, and 
others conrerrwd as an authoritative record of 
what transpired 

(h) generally. to make such decisions and give 
such directions to the Executive Secretary as will 
ensure, especially in the mterval between the 
meetings of the COllumssion that the business of 
the. Commission is carried out efficiently and in 
accordance with its declsions. 

Rule 9 

Whenever the Chairman of the Commission is 
unable to a('t t,he Vice Chairman shall exercise the 
powers and duties prescribed for the Chairman 
and if the office of Chairman is vacated a new 
Chairman may be elected at the next meeting of 
the Comnussion for the unexpired balance of 
the term. 

EXECl r TIVE ~ECRETARY 
Rul,> 10 

The CommIssion shall appoint an Executive 
Secretary and deslgnak .-taff positions to be filled 
through appointments ma,le by the Executive 
Secretary. The ComnllSSIOl! shall fix the tenure, 
rate of rem WH'rttt.IOn, and travelling expenses for 
thf' Exe('.utlvP "'eeretary RJ members of his staff 

Rule 11 

fa) The ExecutIve Secretary shall, subject to 
the general supervision of the Commission, have 

full poweT and authority over the staff. He shall 
be responsible to the Commission for the manage
ment of its office, and for the receipt and disburse
ment pursuant to the financial regulations of all 
monies received by the Commission, pursuant to 
its direction. 

He shall make all necessary arrangements in
cluding secretarial assistance for Commission and 
Committee meetings, and shall provide appro
priate services to the Panels. He shall prepare and 
submit to the Chairman a draft of the Commis
sion's budgets (Article XI of the Convention) for 
each year and perform such other functions as may 
be assigned to him by the Commission, the Com
mission Chain"" 'I, or the Chairmen of the Panels. 

(b) CommunICations to the Depository Gov
ernments. in pursuance of the provisions of Articles 
VI (2) and VIII of the Convention, shall be 
addressed to the Secretary of State of the United 
States of America. 

(e) The Executive Secretary shall receive the 
credentials of the Commissioners, and shall report 
thereon to the Commission from time to time. 

ORDER OF B USINESB 

Rule 12 

No order of business which involves amendment 
of the Rules of Procedure, budget or related 
financial matters, Panel membership modifica
tions under Article IV (2) of the Convention, 
boundary modifications under Article VI (2) of 
the Convention, or transmittal of proposals or 
recommendations under Article Vln of the Con
vention, shall be the subje,·t of a decision by the 
Commission unless the subject matter has been 
included in the provisional order of business which 
has been circulated through the Executive Secre
tary to the Commissioners at least 60 days in 
advance of the meeting at which the matter is to 
be discussed. 

FINANCIAL 

RUle 13 

The Commission shall adopt and amend finan
cial regulations necessary to the conduct of its 
fis('al affairs. 

SEAT OF THE COMMISSION 

Rule 14 

For the time being the seat of the Commission 
shan be located in Canada. 
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MElIITINGS 
Rule 15 

The Comnllssion shall hold a regular annual 
meeting at its seat or at such other place in North 
America as may be agreed upon by the Commis
sion. Any other meeting of the Commission may 
be called by the Chairman at such time and place 
as he may detsrmine, upon the request of the 
Commissioner of a Contracting Government and 
subject to the concurrence of the Commissioners of 
two other Contracting Governments, including 
the Commissioner of a Government in North 
America. 

COKMITrEE8 
Rule 16 

(a) The Commission may establish such ad hoc 
Committees as it "onsiders to be required from 
time to time. 

(b) There shall be a Standing Committee on 
Finance and Administration consisting of one 
Commissioner from each Contracting Govern
ment who may be assisted by his experts and 
advisers and which shall advise the Commission on 
matters relating to the Executive Seoretary and 
his sta1f, on the budget of the Commission, on the 
time and place of meetings of the Commission, and 
on publications of the Commission. The Com
mittee shall choose its own chairman. The 
Executive Secretary shall be an ex-officio member 
of this Committse without vots. 

(e) There shall be a Standing Committee on 
Research and Statistics, consisting of one nominee 
from each Contra .. trng Government who may be 
assisted by experts or advisers, and by observers 
from non-Contracting Governments and from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations and the International Council for Ex
ploration of the Sea. The Committee shall 
develop and recommend to the Comnllssion such 
policies and procedures in the collection, com
pilation, analysis and dissemination of fishery 
statistics as may be necessary to insure that the 
Commission has available at all times complete, 
current, and equivalent statistics on fishery activi
ties in Convention waters. The Committee shall 
keep under continuous review the research pro
grams in progress in the Convention Area, and 
shall dpvelllp and recommend to the Commission 
from tlllle to time such changes in existing pro
grams, or such new programs as may be deemed 
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desirable. The Committee shall choose its own 
chairman. The Executive Secretary shall be an 
ex-officio member of this Committee without vote. 

PANELS 
Rule 17 

The Contracting Governments shall establish 
and maintain a Panel for each of the sub-areas 
provided for by Article I of the Convention. 
Each Contracting Government participating in 
any Panel shall be represented on such Panel by 
its Commissioner or Commissioners, who may be 
assisted by experts or advisers. 

Rule 18 

After the Convention has been in force for two 
years, but not before that time, Panel representa
tion shall be reviewed annually by the Commis
sion, which shall have the power, subject to con
sultation with the Panel concerned, to detsrmine 
repreeentation on each Panel on the basis of the 
provisions of Article IV (2) of the Convention. 

Rule 19 

Each Panel may adopt, and amend as occasion 
may require, rules of procedure or by-laws for the 
conduct of its meetings and for the exercise of its 
functions and duties. 

LANGUAGE OIl THE COMMISSION 

Rule 20 

English shall be the official and working lan
guage of the Commission but, if desired, any other 
language may be used, it being understood that 
persons doing 80 will provide their own interpre
ters. All official publications I!Jld communica
tions of the Commission shall be in English. 

REcoRns OJ' PROCEEDING8 OJ' THE COMMISSION 
AND OJ' ITS COMMITTEES 

Rule 21 

Records of all meetings of the Comnllssion shall 
be provided by the Executive Secretary and shall 
be circulated promptly to all Contracting Gov
ernments and Commissioners. 

Rule 22 

Summary ~ minutes of the proceedings of all 
meetings of its Committees shall be furnished to 
the Commission. 
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REPOKTB 

Rule 23 

(a) The Commission shall publish annually, 
following its regular annual meeting, a report of 
its activities during the preceding year. Such 
report shall include a summary of ita findings and 
of statistical, scientific and other information 
gathered pertaining to the fisheries of the Con
vention Area. 

(b) Commissioners should arrange, where feasi
ble, for all reports on subjects of interest to the 

Commission which are published in their own 
countries to be sent to the Executive Secretary 
of the Commission for record purposes. English 
translations where available should be provided. 

AKENDIIENT OJ' R ULEB 01' PKOCEDUIIE 

Rule 24 

These Rules of Procedure may be amended 
from time to time by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes of all the Contracting GovernmentS, pro
vided they are not inconsistent with the provisions 
of the Convention. 
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APPENDIX VII 

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE PANELS 

FOR SUBAREAS 1, 3, 4, AND 5 

Adopted at Meetings oj PaJUllsjor Subareas 1,3, and 4, April 6, 1951, and Meeting oj Paneljor 
Subarea 5, April 7, 1951 ' 

REPRESEN':ATION 

Rule 1 

Each Contracting Government to the Interna
tional Convention for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries, concluded at Washington on February 
8, 1949, hereafter referred to as the Convention, 
and which participates on the Panel, shall be rep
resented on the Panel by its Commissioner or 
Commissioners, who may be assisted by experts or 
advisers. 

Rule 2 

A representative or representatives of any Ad
visory Committee established by any Contracting 
Government participating in the Panel in accord
ance with Article V (1) of the Convention may, 
with the assent of the Contracting Government 
concerned, attend as observers all non-executive 
meetings of the Panel. Prior to each meeting of 
the Panel the Commissioners shall inform the 
Executive Secretary of the names of such Ad
visory Committee members authorized to attend. 

Rule 3 

Commissioners of Contracting Governments not 
participating in the Panel shall have the right to 
attend the meetings of the Panel as observers, and 
may be accompanied by experte and advisers. 
Prior to attendance at any meeting of the Panel, 
such Commissioners $hall inform the Executive 
Secretary or Panel Chairman of their attendance 
and of the names of experts and advisers accom
panying them. 

VOTING 
Rule 4 

missioner representing that Government. Ob
servers, experts, and advisers may address meet
ings of the Panel but shall not be entitled to vote. 

Rule 5 

Except as provided in Rule 12 decisions of the 
Panel shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of 
the votes of all the Governments participating in 
the Panel. Votes shall be taken by a show of 
hands, by roll call in the English alphabetical 
order of the names of the countries, or by ballot, 
as in the opinion of the Chairman appears to be 
most suitable. 

Rule 6 

Between meetings of the Panel or in the case 
of an emergency, a vote of the Commissioners of 
the Governments which participate in the Panel 
may be taken by mail, or other means of commuui
cation, in which case decisions also shall be taken 
by a two-thirds majority of the votes of all the 
Governments participating in the Panel. 

CHAIRMAN 
Rule 7 

The Panel shall elect from its members a Chair
man for a term of two years who sball be eligible 
for re-election but not to a succeeding term. If 
the office of Chairman is vacated a new Chairman 
may be elected at the next meeting of the Panel 
for the unexpired balance of the term. 

Rule 8 

The powers and duties of the Chairman shall be: 

(0) to declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting of the Panel; 

Each Government partiCipating in the Panel 1 Organization of Panel for Subarea 2 deferred pending 
shall have one vote, which shall be cast by a Com- additional membership. 

M 
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(b) to preside at all meetings of the Panel; 
(e) 1,0 dedde all questions of order raised at 

meetings of the Panel, subject to the right of 
the Commissioner of any participating Govern
ment to requent that any ruling by the Chairman 
shall be submitted to the Panel for decision by 
vote; 

(<l) to call for votes and to announce the result 
of the vote to the Panel; 

(e) to determine after consultation with the 
Commissioners of the Governments participat
ing in the Panel the provisional order of busi
ness for the 'panel meeting held in conjunction 
with the annual Commission meeting, and to 
submit it to the Commission for transmittal to all 
Contractmg Governments and Commissioners by 
the Executive Secretary not less than 60 days in 
advance of the meeting; 

(j) to sign on behalf of the Panel a summary 
report of each meeting of the Panel for submission 
to the Commission and the participating Govern
ments on the Panel; 

(g) generally, to make such decisions and give 
such directions to the Executive Secretary as will 
ensure, especially in the interval between the 
meetings of the Panel, that tbe business of the 
Panel is carried out efficiently and in accordance 
with its decisions. 

REPORT 

Rule 9 

A summary report of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the Panel shall be prepared and 
submitted to the Chairman of the Panel. 

ORnER OF BUSINESS 

Rule 10 

No order of business which involves amendment 
of the rules of procedure or recommendations or 
reports under Articles VI (2), VII, or VIII (3) of 
the Convention shall he the subject of a decision 
hy the Panel unless the subject matter has heen 
included in the provisional order of business which 
has been circulated througb the Executive Secre
tary to all Commissioners at least 60 days in 

advance of the meeting at which the matter is to 
be discussed. 

FINANCIAL 
Rule 11 

The Panel shall not incur any expenditure except 
in accordance with directions given by the Com
mission. 

MEETINGS 
Rule 12 

The Panel shall hold a regular annual meeting 
in conjunction with the annual meeting of the 
Commission. Any other meetings of the Panel 
may be called by the Chairman at such tOOe and 
place as may be agreed upon by a sOOple majority 
of the Governments participating in the Panel. 

COMMITTE);]S 

Rule 13 

The Panel may establish such Committees as 
it considers to be required from tOOe to tOOe. 

LANGUAGE OF THE PANEL 
Rule 14 

English shall be the official and working lan
guage of the Panel but if desired any other lan
guage may be used, it being understood that per
sons doing so will provide their own interpreters. 
All official reports, recommendations and com
munications of tbe Panel shall be in English. 

RECORD OF MEETINGS 

Rule 15 

A summary report of all meetings of the Panel 
shall be submitted by the Chairman thereof to 
the Commission. 

AMENDMENT OF RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Rule 16 
These rules of procedure may be amended from 

tOOe to time by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes of all of the Governments participating in 
the Panel, provided they are not inconsistent with 
provisions of the Convention. 
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ApPENDIX VIII 
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS FOR THE COMMISSION 

Adopted April 5, 1951 

SECTION I-ApPL~CABILlTY 

1.1 These regulations shall govern the financial 
administration of the International Commission 
for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. 

SECTION II-THE FINANCIAL YEAR 

2.1 The financial year shall be the period July 
1 to June 30. 

SECTION III-THE BUDGET 

3.1 The annual budget estimates for the ad
ministrative budget and the special projects 
budget sha.Il be prepared by the Executive 
Secretary. 

3.2 The estimates shall cover income and ex
penditures for the financial year to which they 
relate, and shall be presented in the currency of 
the country in which the seat of the Commission 
is located. 

3.3 The annual budget estimates shall be divid
ed into Parts, Sections, Chapters, and Articles 
corresponding to the organization and program 
and shall be accompanied by such information 
annexes and explanatory statements as may be 
requested on behalf of the Commission, and such 
further annexes or statements as the Executive 
Secretary may deem neceseary and useful. 

3.4 The Executive Secretary shall submit at 
the regular annual meeting of the Commission 
budget estimates for the following financial year. 
The estimates shall be transmitted to all Member 
States at least sixty days prior to the opening of 
the regular annual meeting of the Commission. 

3.5 Upon submission of the estimates at the 
regular annual meeting of the Commission, they 
shall be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Finance and Administration for examination. 

3.6 The Standing Committee on Finance and 
Administration shall prepare a report to the 
Commission. 

88 

3.7 The budget for the following financial year 
shall be adopted by the Commission after con
sideration of the report on the estimates by the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Adminis
tration. 

3.8 Supplementary estimates may be submitted 
by the Executive Secretary when and as he may 
deem necessary. 

3.9 The Executive Secretary shall prepare 
supplementary estimates in a form consistent with 
the annual estimates and shall submit such 
estimates at the regular annual meeting of the 
Commission the necessary 60 days notice having 
been given. The Standing Committee on Finance 
and Administration shall review such estimates 
and report thereon. 

SECTION IV-APPROPRIATIONS 

4.1 The appropriations voted by the Commis
sion shall constitute an authorization to the 
Executive Secretary to incur obligations and make 
payments for the purposes for which the appro
priations were voted and up to the amounts so 
voted. 

4.2 Appropriations shall be available for obliga
tion during the financial year to which -they relate. 

4.3 Appropriations shall remain available for 
twelve months following the end of the financial 
year to which they relate to the extent that they 
are required to discharge obligations in respect of 
goods supplied and services rendered in the 
financial year and to liquidate any other outstand
ing legal obligation of the year. The balance of 
the appropriations shall be surrendered in accord
ance with Regulation 5.2 Cd). 

4.4 At the end of the twelve-month period 
provided in Regulation 4.3 above, the then re
maining balance of any appropriations retained 
will be surrendered in accordance with Regulation 
52 Cd). Any unliquidated prior year obligations 
shall at the time be cancelled, or, where the 
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obligation remains a valid charge, transferred as 
an obligation against current appropriations. 

4.5 No transfer between appropriation sections 
may be made without authorization by the 
Commission. 

SECTION V-PROVISION OF FUNDS 

5.1 The appropriations, subject to the adjust
ments effected in accordance with the provisions 
of Regulation 5.2, shall be financed by contri
butions from Member States, in accordance with 
the provisions of Article XI, paragraphs 3 and 5 of 
the International Convention for tho Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries. Pending the receipt of such 
contributions, the appropriations may be financed 
from the Working Capital Fund. 

5.2 In the assessment of the contributions of 
Member States, adjustments shall be made to the 
amounts of the appropriations approved by the 
Commission for the following financial year in 
respect of: 

(a) Supplementary appropriations for winch 
contributions have not previously been assessed 
on the Member States; 

(b) Miscellaneous income for which credits have 
not previously been taken into account, Rnd any 
adjustments in estinIRted miscellaneous income 
previously taken into account; 

(0) Contributions resulting- from the assess
ments of new Member States under the provisions 
of Regulation 5.8; 

(d) Any balance of the appropriations sur
rendered under Regulations 4.3 and 4.4. 

5.3 After the Commission has adopted the 
budget and determined the amount of the Working 
Capital Fund, the Executive Secretary shall: 

(a) Transmit the relevant documents to Mem
ber States; 

(b) Inform Member States of their commit
ments in respect of annual contributions and 
advances to the Working Capital Fund; 

(0) Request them to remit their contributions 
and advances. 

5.4 Contributions and advances shall be con
sidered as dup and payable in full within thirty 
days of the receipt of the communication of the 
Executive Secretary referred to in Regulation 5.3 
above, or as of the first day of the financial year to 
which they relate, whichever is the later. As of 
the first day of the following financial year, the 

unpaid balance of such contributions and ad
vances shall be considered to be one year in 
arrears. 

5.5 Annual contributions and advances to the 
Working Capital Fund shall be assessed and paid 
in the currency of the country in which the seat 
of the Commission is located, or as provided for in 
Article XI.6 of tho International Convention for 
the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. 

5.6 Paflllents made by a Member State shall be 
credited first to the Working Capital Fund and 
then to the contributions due in the order in which 
the Member State was assessed. 

5.7 The Executive Secretary shall submit to the 
regular annual meeting of the Commission a report 
on the collection of contributions and advances to 
the Working Capital Fund. 

5.8 New Member States shall be required to 
make a contribution for the year in which they 
become members, and provide their proportion of 
the total advances to the Working Capital Fund 
consistent with the provisions of Article XI, para
graphs 3 and 5, of the Convention. New Member 
States whose ratifications become effective during 
the first six months of a financial year shall be 
required to pay a full year's assessment. New 
Member States whose ratifications become effec
tive during the last six months of a financial year 
shall be required to pay one-half year's assess
ment. 

SECTION VI-FUNDS 

6.1 There shall be established a General Fund 
for the purpose of accounting for the expenditures 
of the Commission. The contributions paid by 
Member States under Regulation 5.1, miscel
laneous income, and any advances made from the 
Working Capital Fund to finance general expendi
tures shall be credited to the General Fund. 

6.2 There shall be established a Working 
Capital Fund in an amount and for purposes to be 
de termined from time to time by the Commission. 
The source of monies of the Working Capital 
Fund shall be advances from Member States 
determined in the same manner as the contribution 
to the annual administrative budget. 

6.3 Advances made by Member States to the 
Working Capital Fund shall be carried to the 
credit of the Member States which have made such 
advances. 

6.4 Advances made from the Working Capital 
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~'und to finance budgetary appropriations during 
a tinancial year shall be reimbursed to the Fund as 
soon as and to tho extent that income is available 
for tha' ~urpose. 

6.5 Exp,ept when such advances are recoverable 
from some other source, advances made from the 
Worklllg Capital Fund for unforeseen and extraor
dmarv expenses or other authorized purposes 
shall -be. reimbursed through the submission of 
supplementary estimates. 

SECTION VII-OTHER INCOME 

7.1 All other income except: 

(a) Contnbutions to the administrative budget 
and to the special projects budget; 

(b) Refunds of direct expenditures made during 
the financial year; 

(, I Advances or deposits to Funds; 

.hall be classed as miscellaneous income, for credit 
to the General Fund. 

SECTION VIII-CUSTODY OF FUNDS 

8.! The Executive Secretary shall designate the 
hunk or banks in which the funds of the Commis
s.on shall be kept. 

SECTION IX-INTERNAL CONTROL 

9.1 The Exe"utive Secretary shall: 

(a ~;RLahhsh detailed financial prooedures in 
'Jrl1," 'u ensure effective financial administration 
and tnt> t""xf!fcise of economy; 

(b I ('a use all payments to be made on the basis 
of ,II, IJPortlng vouchers and other documents 
whU'h ensure that the services or goods have been 
r."elved, und that payment has not previously 
been mad." 

(e) Deslgnate the officers of the secretariat who 
may re,'pl VI' monies, incur obligations and make 
puyn",nts on hehalf of the CommlRSion. 

(d) Mamtam an mtsmal tinanCial control which 
shall provide for an effective current examination 
and/or rt>\"iew of financial transactions In order 
to ensure 

'.1 The regularity of the receipt, custody and 
d.sposal of all funds and other tinancial resources 
of th .. CODlnlission; 

(lJ) The conformity of obligations and expendi
tures WIth the appropriations or other financial 
prOVISion voted by the Commission; 

08 

(iii) The economic use of the resources of the 
Commission. 

9.2 No obligations shall be incurred until allot
ments or other appropriate authorizations have 
been made in writing under the authority of the 
Executive Secretary. 

9.3 The Executive Secretary may, after full 
investigation, authorize the writing off of losses 
of cash, stores and other assets, pro.vided that a 
statement of all such amounts written off shall 
be submitted to the Auditors with the arumal 
accounts. 

9.4 Tenders for equipment, supplies and other 
requirements shall be invited by advertisement, 
except where the Executi. e Secretary deems that, 
in the interests of the Commission, a departure 
from the rule is desirable. 

SECTION X-THE ACCOUNTS 

10.1 The Executive Secretary shall maintain 
such accounting records as are necessary and shall 
submit annual accounts showing for the finanpjal 
year to which they relate: 

(a) The income and expenditures, 
(b) The status of appropriations, including: 

(i) The original budget appropriations; 
(ii) The appropriations as modified by any 

transfers; 
(iii) Credits, if any, other than the appropria

tions voted by the Commission; 
(iv) The amounts charged against those appro

priations and/or other credits; 

(e) The assets and liabilities of the Commission. 
He shall also give sucli other infonnation as may 
be appropriate to indicate the current financial 
position of the Commission. 

10.2 The annual accounts and accounting 
records of the Commission shall be presented in 
the ",uITency of the country in which the seat of 
the Commission is located. 

10.3 The annual accounts shall be submitted 
by t he Executive Secretary to the Auditors not 
latel than ninety days following the end of the 
financial year. 

SECTION XI-EXTERNAL AUDIT 

.1.1 The Commission shall employ external 
auditors who may be removed only by the Com
mission. 
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11.2 Having regard to the budgetry provisions 
for the audit, and after consultation with the 
Standing Committee on Finance and Administra
tion relative to the scope of the audit, the Auditors 
shall perform such an audit as they deem neces
sary to certify: 

Ca) That the financial statements are in accord 
with the books and records of the Commission; 

(b) Tbat the financial transactions reflected in 
the statements have been in accordance with the 
rules and regulations, the budgetary provisions, 
and other applicable directives; 

(e) That the monies on deposit and on hand 
have been verified by certificate received direct 
from the Commission's depositories or by actual 
count. 

11.3 Subject to the directions of the Commis
sion, the Auditors shall be the sole judge as to 
the acceptance in whole or in part of the certifica
tions by the Executive Secretary and may proceed 
to such detailed examination and verifications as 
they choose of all financial records, including those 
relating to supplies and equipment. 

11.4 The Auditors may affirm by test the re
liability of the internal audit, and may make such 
reports with respect thereto as they may deem 
necessary to the Commission, to the Standing 
Committee on Finance and Administration or to 
the Executive Secretary. 

11.5 The Auditors and their sts.fi' ehall have 
free access at all convenient times to all books of 
account and records which are, in the opinion of 
the Auditors, necessary for the performance of 
the audit. Information classified in the records 
of the Executive Secretary as confidential, and 
which is required for the purposes of the audit, 
shall be made available on application to the 
Executive Secretary. 

11.6 The Auditors, in addition to certifying the 
accounts, may make such observations as they 
deem necessary with respect to the efficiency of 
the financial procedures, the accounting system, 
the intsrnal financial controls and, in general, the 
financial consequences of administrative practices. 
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In no case, however, shall the Auditors include 
criticism in their audit report without first af
fording the Executive Secretary an opportunity 
of explanation to the Auditors of the mattsr 
under observation. Audit objections to any item 
in the accounts shall be immediately communi
cated to the Executive Secretary. 

11.7 The Auditors ehall have no power to dis
allow items in the accounts, but ehall draw to the 
attention of the Executive Secretary for appropri
ate action any transaction concerning which they 
entertain doubt as to legality or propriety. 

11.8 The Auditors shall prepare a report on the 
accounts certified, and on any matters on which 
the Commission by resolution thereon may from 
time to time give specific instructions. 

11.9 The Auditors shall submit their report to 
the Commission not later than six months follow
ing the end of the financial year to which the ac
counts relate. The Standing Committee on Fi
nance and Administration shall forward to the 
Commission its comments, if any, on the audit 
report. 

SECTION XII-BONDING 

12.1 The Executive Secretary shall be bonded 
in Canadian currency by any reputable Bonding 
Company in such amount as may be determined 
by the Commission from time to time. The cost 
of the premium therefor shall be assumed by the 
Commission. 

SECTION XIII-DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 

13.1 The Executive Secretary may delegate to 
other officers of the Secretariat such of his powers 
as he considers necessary for the effective imple
mentation of these regulations. 

SECTION XIV -GENERAL PROVISIONS 

14.1 These regulations ehall be effective as of 
the date of their approval by the Commission, and 
may be amended only by the Commission. 

14.2 In case of doubt as to the interpretation 
and application of any of the foregoing regulations, 
the Executive Secretary is authorized to rule 
thereon after consultation with the Chairman. 



APPENDIX IX 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE 

FIRST MEETING 

(A) BUDGET RESOLUTION 

Adopted April 5, 1951 

The Commission resolves that for the financial 
year 1952: 

1. Appropriations totalling $26,500 are hereby 
voted for the following purposes: 

Personal services ________________________ $14,500 

Estimated $6,500 for executive secretary I 
$5,000 for statistician, $3,000 for stenog-
rapher. 

Travel including subsistence______________ 3,000 
Includes $1,000 for one trip to Europe. 

Tra.nepcrtation of thlngs_________________ 300 

Communication servicel!l (postage, telephone, 
telegraph, etc.}________________________ 1,000 

Rents and utility services.________________ 200 
Other contractual services, including print-ing ___________________________ .______ 2,000 

Supplies and materials___________________ 1,000 
Eetimated ... h&lf of equipment. 

Equipment, Includ.. offico machines and 
computing machines___________________ 2,000 

Annnal Meeting_________________________ 2,600 
Exclusive of transportation. TobU ____________________________ $26,600 

2. The appropriations voted by paragraph 1 
above shall be financed by contributions from 
members after adjustment as provided by the 
Financial Regulations. 

3. The Secretary Pro Tempore is directed to 
bill, on May 1, 1951, Member Governments for 50 
percent of their contribution. The Acting Ex
ecutive Secretary shall bill, on September 1, 1951, 
the balance of their contributions as adjusted by 
such subsequent ratifications as the Depository 
Government may have received. 

(B) WORKING CAPITAL FUND RESOLUTION 

Adopted April 5, 1951 

The Commission resolves that: 
~ 

L The Working Capital Fund shall be estab
lished and maintamed during the first financial 
period at the amount of $5,000. 

2. Members shall make advances to the Work
ing Capital Fund in accordance with the scale of 
contributions prescribed by the Convention for 
contributions to the Administrative Budget of 
the Commission. The initial contribution by a 
Member State to the Working Capital Fund shall 
not be diminished by virtue of ratification during 
the latter half of a fiscal year, as in the case of 
contributions to the General Fund. Instead, such 
contributions shall be calculated on the basis of a 
full proportionate share of the Working Capital 
Fund. 

3. The Executive Secretary is authorized to 
advance from the Working Capital Fund: 

(a) Such sums as may be necessary to finance 
budgetary appropriations pending receipt of con
tributions. Sums so advanced shall be reimbursed 
as soon as receipts from contributions are available 
for the purpose; 

(b) Such sums as may be necessary to finance 
unforeseen and extraordinary expenses, with the 
prior concurrence of the Chairman. The Exec
utive Secretary shall make provision in the 
budget estimates for the ensuing fiscal year for 
reimbursing the Working Capital Fund. 

(c) RESOLUTION CONCERNING HEADQUAR

TERS AND APPOINTMENT OF ACTING EXEC
UTIVE SECRETARY 

Adopted April 5, 1951 

The Commission resolves to accept the invita
tion of Canada and make its headquarters at St. 
Andrews Biological Station of the Fisheries Re
search Board of Canada, St. Andrews, New Bruns
wick, for the time being; 

And further resolves to appoint W. Robert 
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Martin, Ph.D., of St. Andrews, New Brunswick, 
.as Acting Executive Secretary of the Commission 
for the period July I, 1951, to June 30, 1952, at a 
salary not to exceed $6,500 per annum; and 
authorizes the Acting Executive Secretary to 
employ, with the concurrence of the Chairman, 
such other persons as may be necessary, with 

compeIlJJation at the prevailing Canadian rates, 
and consistent with the Commission's budget; 

And further authorizes the payment of travelling 
expenses for the Acting Executive Secretary and 
his sta.Jf, at rates comparable to those of officers of 
the Canadian Government. 
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APPENDIX X 

PROPOSED GENERAL LONG-TERM RESEARCH PROGRAM FOR 

SUBAREA I 

Submitted by the Commissioners from Denmark 

I. Hydrography 
Study of the influx of Atlantic and Arctic water, 

especially over the fishlng banks, north to Hare 
Island. 

A. Routine sections from research and other 
well-equipped vessels across the main currents 
and fishing banks: 

1. Off Cape Farewell to Hamilton Inlet. 
2. Off Frederikshaab. 
3. Across Fylla Bank. 
4. Across Little Hellefisk Bank. 
5. Across Great Hellefisk Bank. 
6. Off Hare Island or west of Disko Island. 

If possible, carried out in April, circa 1 July, 
late September, and once during winter (1). 
Hydrographic observations comprise: temperature 
and salinity down to 1,500 meters, some stations 
also to bottom in the open Davis Strait (sections 
1 and 3); occasionally: phosphate, nitrate, and 
oxygen. 

B. Drift-bottle releases in the main surface 
currents. 

C. Routine surface temperature (and salinity) 
observations along steamer routes. 

D. Observations from weather ship in the 
Labrador Sea. 

E. Hydrographic observations in the southwest 
Greeuland fjords. 

F. Arrangement with ICES relating to routine 
sections for the study of influx of Atlantic water 
along the southeast Greeuland coast. 

G. Studies of the influence of elimatic changes 
on fish distribution and general fish biology. 

H_ Observations on ice conditions. 

ll. Plankton 
A. Phytoplankton sampling on routine hydro-
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graphic sections (standard net sampling; plankton 
recorder). Indicator species. 

B. Determination of phytoplankton production. 
Relationship between environmental factors and 
production of plankton, and relationship between 
plankton and fish fry. 

C. Quantitative and qualitative macroplankton 
sampling, inclusive egg and fish larvae, during 
the months April-Beptember. Determination of 
spawning localities and dispersal of fry. 

D. Investigation on the food of cod larvae and 
other fish larvae in relation to phyto- and zoo
plankton distribution, i.e. occurrence of food 
supply for larval and postlarval stages of cod and 
other fish larvae. 

E. Comparative tests of nets and recorders 
used. Gear standardization. 

m. Fishery and Fish Investigations, Etc. 
A. General experimental fishery (different gears). 

Studies in comparative efficiency of gears used and 
proposed used in Greenland waters. 
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B. Investigations 
(1) Gadiformes 
(a) Cod (Gadm callarias). Population sur
vey of (1) fjords, (2) coastal areas, and (3) 
banks. Material from research vessels and 
commercial fishing. 

Quantitativedistribution (line experiments). 
Variation in growth rate. 
Marking experiments. 
Quantitative distribution of eggs and larval 

stages (2 and 1 m. stramin net, Hensen net). 
See under "Plankton." 

Determination of spawning grounds and 
time of spawning. 

Determination of ripening in relation to 
size, time, and vitamin content in liver oil. 
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Comparison with N ewfoundla.nd-Labrador 
stock of cod as well as the Icela.nd stock of 
cod. 

C",llection of more detailed statistics (catch 
per unit of gear). 

Meeting of experts for further development 
of methods used in age determination, etc. 

(b) Gad'UB ogae, Greenla.nd cod. General 
biology. Development elucidated byexperi
mental investigations. 
(e) Haddock, saithe, and other gadoid fishes. 

General biology. 
(2) Pleuronectiformes 

(a) Halibut: 
Popnlation survey from research vessels 

and commerCial catches. 
Marking experiments. 
Spawuing and larval distribution. 

(b) Greenland halibut: 
Popnlation survey. 
Marking experiments. 
Spawning and larval distribution. 
Fishing experiments: now fishing areas of 

adults. 
(3) Sebastes (redfish or rosefish) : 

General biology. Determination of bound
aries of spa wuing areas and drift of larval 
stages. 

Length measurements of commercial catches. 
Commercial fisbing experiments with suitable 

gears (e.g. floating trawl). 
(4) Fisb food 

(a) General studies of the importance of 
pelagic and bottom animals as food for im
portant species of fish. 

(b) Fish: 
(1) Capelin, sand eel, etc. General bi

ology. 
(2) Herriug. General biology and fish

ing experiments (echo sounding). Mark
ing experiments. 

(e) Invertebrates: 
(1) Shrimps (Pandal'UB borealis). Gen

eral biology; fishing experiments, especially 
research work on the occurrence in fjords 
as well as in the Davis Strait. 

(2) Crabs, etc. General biology. 
(d) Studies of fish as indicators of environ
mental changes (climatic changes). 

(1) Marine fishes: above-mentioned spe
cies, and also seawolf, Greenland shark. 
(General biology, marking experiments, 
etc.) 

(2) Anadromous fishes: salmon and char. 
(General biology.) 

C_ Fishery statistics. Detailed analyses, im
provement (e.g. catch per unit of gear). 

D. Experimental investigations in a permanent 
marine biological laboratory in Greenland. 

E. Adaptation of research results to commer
cial fisbing (relation of temperature to cod fishing, 
echo-sounding records to cod and herring fisbing 
etc.; improvement of locaJ bait supply). 

F. Measures to be taken for protection of special 
marine-fauna elements (e.g. seals and walrus). 
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APPENDIX XI 

COMMUNICATIONS 

(a) From the Director General of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations· 

The concept of wise utilization and maintenance 
of the sustained yield of a fishery is part of the 
FAO objectives. Indeed we have given expression 
to this in the formation of Regional Councils for 
Fisheries in certain parts of the world. Originally 
it was our intention to seek the creation of such a 
Council for the Northwest Atlantic, but since 
certain member nations of F AO felt that the above 
objective nright best be implemented by the 
establishment of another international body, 
namely, the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Com
mission, we have allocated the money which was 
to be used for a Northwest Atlantic Council to 
other parts of our work. 

If circumstances should, at any time, be con
ducive to bringing the Northwest Atlantic Fish
eries Comnrission within the framework of F AO, 
under article X, paragraph 2 of your Convention, 
F AO would welcome such a development and be 
prepared to undertake the responsibilities in
volved, as soon as the necessary financial resources 
become available, either out of F AO'S regular 
budget or from contributions from the interested 
countries. Such a development would be in keep
ing with the repeated recommendations of the F AO 
Conference, that new technical organizations 
should not be created and that existing inte1"l!a
tional agencies should be fully utilized to carry 
"ut the work for which they have been established. 

Pendmg any such development, FAO would be 
happy to render to the Northwest Atlantic Fish
eries ('omnllssion all active assistance and coopera
tion that is finanCially possible. Since financial 
restnctions have made it necessary for us to 
limit our programs, this cooperation must, of 
necessity, be limited to consultation and advice. 
It is felt that this nright be valuable, particularly 
in the field of production statistics in which we 
have gained considerable experience. 
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Should the cooperation sought involve the as
signing of one or more workers more or less ex
clusively to the problems of the COmnllssion, we
would be pleased to undertake it, providing the· 
COmnllssion would bear the expense of securing
the additional workers. 

(b) From the President of the Inter
national Council for the Exploration 
of the Sea 

The President of the International Council for
the Exploration of the Sea, Dr. K. A. Andersson,. 
begs leave to thank the Government of the United 
States of America for the invitation to designate e. 
representative of the Council to serve as an ob
server at the First Meeting of the International 
COmnllssion for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. 

At my deep reg-ret, I am personally unable to· 
participate, but the First Vice President of the 
Council, Mr. A. T. A. Dobson, of the United 
Kingdom, and one of the Danish Delegates of the
International Council for the Exploration of the
Sea, Dr. A. Vedel Timing, will represent the Coun
cil at the Meetings. 

During a visit to Copenhagen, I have had delib
erations with the Danish COmnllssioners and 
Obse, ver, and have taken knowledge of the loug
term prog-ramme for the investigations of Panel I 
of the Northwest Atlantic Comnrission which has 
been worked out from the Danish side. I have
noticed that this long-term programme is con
gruent in all g-reat essentials with the prog-ramme
worked out by the North Western Area Comnrittee
of the International Council for the Exploration 
of the Sea. 

In Article X of the Convention an effective 
cooperation between the Northwest Atlantic Com
mission and the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea has been assumed, as it. 
has been desired to avoid duplication of scientific 
investigations and to ensure effective collahora
tion and coordination with respect to their work; 
the International Council for the Exploration of 
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the Sea can, therefore, promise to support further 
investigations of Panel I, in whose area the Coun
cil has aJready been working for nearly 30 years. 

I have been informed that the Danish Com
missioners intend to propose at the Meeting of the 
Commission th"t the further scientific work 
should be carried out for the Northwest Atlantic 
Commission, Panel I, by the International .coun
cil in such a way that scientific as well as statisti
cal information will be forthcoming and sent to 
the Executive Secretary of the Northwest Atlantic 
Commission (confer article IV, para. 6) without 
expense to the Commission, and in my capacity of 
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President of the International Council I can fully 
agree with this proposal. 

In order to Secure the closest possible coopera
tion between the International Commission for 
the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries and the Inter
national, !ouncil for the Exploration of the Sea, it 
is propt,.ed that from each of the two organiz .... 
tions ar nvitation shall be sent out to the other 
organizatlon to be represented at the respective 
annual \{eetings, so that both sides can be 
acquaintt-d with working methods and programmes 
on the other side. 



APPENDIX XII 
HEADQUARTERS OFFERS FROM CANADA 

(a) Invitation From the Government of 
Newfoundland 

OFFICE OF THE PREMIER 

THE INTERNATIONAL NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 

FISHERIES COMMISSION, W ASHlNGTON, D. C. 

The Government of Newfoundland has been 
informed that the International Northwest At
lantic Fisheries Commission, at a meeting in 
Washington, D. C., commencing April 2, will be 
-considering the question of establishing Headquar
ters for the operations of the Commission. 

The Government of Canada has been advised 
by the Government of Newfoundland of the deep 
satisfaction it affords this Government to invite 
the Commission to consider establishing its Head
quarters at or in the vicinity of the seaport city of 
St. John's, capital of the Province of Newfound
land and chief fishing port serving the internation
.. 1 fishing fleets operating on the Grand Banks. 

The Government of Newfoundland offers the 
Commission suitable accommodation at once and, 
for the life of the Commission, the permanent 
buildings to be designed and erected to the satis
faction of the Commission, to accommodate the 
offices, lo.boratories (including the eqnipment re
quired), dormitories and other facilities essential 
to the work of the Commission and to the comfort 
and welfare of the staff. Moreover, the Govern
ment agrees to make suitable dwellings available 
to the married personnel of the Commission and 
their families. 

The Board of Regents of the Memorial Univer-
1!ity of Newfoundland join with the Government 
of Newfoundland in offering the facilities of the 
University winch will be expanded to meet the 
needs of the personnel of the Commission, includ
ing the library and technical and scientific equip
ment. The Government and the Board of Regents 
of the University also undertake to provide an 
adequate reference library on biology and biological 
research and other references relating to marine 
life and oceanography to meet the needs of the 
Commission. 

4G 

In suggesting that the Commission consider 
selecting a place in Newfoundland as Headquar
ters, the Government of Newfoundland is moved 
by considerations which might equiilly be shared 
by the Commission in reaching a decision on the 
matter when having before it the following. 

Some of the unique advantages to be gained by 
the Commission through Headquart<lrs being es
tablished in Newfoundland may be referred to 
briefly as follows. 

1. The fisheries of the Grand Bariks and other 
fishing areas off the shores of Newfoundland and 
Labrador have been prosecuted by several of the 
Nations participating in the International North
west Atlantic Fisheries Convention for various 
periods of time during the past 450 years. In 
fairly recent times, tbe development of the frozen 
iillet industry by the N ewfoundIand operators has 
expanded to include a wider variety of species of 
fish, including cod and related species, American 
plaice or flounder, grey sole, rosefish and hnlibut 
which are being taken in increasing quantitiolS as 
exploration for populations discloses the availa
bility of commercio.l quantities. This fisbing 
effort by the Newfoundland deep sea fishing fleet 
would afford the technical staff of the Commission 
a large scale floating laboratory embracing the 
vessels operating in the areas coming within the 
jurisdiction of the Commission. Some N ew
foundland fishing companies have operated for as 
long as 150 years. The historical records of these 
companies on past fishing activit.ies in addition to 
the abundant source of information in the knowl
edge acquired through experiences by their execu
tive management, skippers and fishermen, will be 
most useful to the personnel of the Commission 
ill addition to the day by day flow of information 
ill respect of present fisbing operations. 

2. The Newfoundland Fisheries Research Sta
tion located at St. John's has conducted research 
with particular reference to areas 2, 3, and 4 for 
a quarter of a century. It may be stated with all 
modesty that perhaps the most extensive biologi
cal research data available on the fisheries of the 
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Northwest Atlantic are to be found in the records 
of this Station. For a number of yea.rs Dr. Wil
fred Templeman, Director of this Station, has 
been widely recognized for his exhaustive studies. 
of these fisheries, particularly in respect of rose
fish, cod, haddock, and other ground fish. 

3. The fishing fleets of four countries partici
pating in the Northwest Fisheries Convention 
operate vessels on the Grand Banks and use St. 
John's Harbour for the servicing of their vessels 
by international agreement. This would afford 
the Commission ready access to the vessels of the 
various nations, along with those of N ewfound
land and the Mainland Provinces of Canada, for 
making observation and carrying out biological 
and other research. Consuls General or Consuls 
for each of the participating countries operating 
fishing fleets on the Grand Banks are located at 
St. John's. 

4. Hotel accommodation for the visiting repre
sentatives of the Commission, working parties and 
committees, statesmen and Government officials, 
is available in St. John's at a modern hotel oper
ated by the Canadian National Railway Hotels 
system, which is equal in appointments and cuisine 
to any hotel of its size on the North American 
Continent. 

5. The Airport at Gander is internationally 
recognized as the crossroads of air travel between 
North Amenca and Europe and is a scheduled 
stop for Trans-Atlantic flights. 

Gander is about one hour's air travel from Tor
bay, which is the airport at St. John's with two 
scheduled flights daily. The members of the 
Commission and sub-committees, working parties 
and technicians travelling to and from the Com
mission's Headquarters will find Newfoundland 
most accessible, and the most economical from 
the point of view of air transportation. Alter
natively, for those few who may prefer to travel by 
steamer from Europe to Montreal, Halifax, Boston 
or New York, daily air schedules are maintained 
from these seaports to Gander with connecting 
flights to the airport at St. John's. There are, 
of course, connecting boat services from New 
York, Boston, Halifax and Montreal to St. John's 
in the event of persons being unable to travel by 
air. 

The Government of Newfoundland respectfully 
requests the Commission's earnest consideration 
of this proposal and assures the Commission of 
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full collahoration to the end that the high pur
poses and r."ponsibilities which have been vested 
in the Commission can be carried out effectively. 

Yours cordially, 
[SEU] JOSEPH R. SMALLWOOD, 

Premur. 
April U, 1951. 

(b) Communication From the Chairman, 
Board of Regents, Memorial Univer
sity, St. John's, Newfoundland 

Prior to the issue by the Government of N ew
foundland of the invitation of April 1st to the 
International Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Com
mission to establish its headquarters at or near 
St. John's the proposal that the facilities of the 
University be made available to the Commission 
was discussed with the Board of Regents. 

The Board enthusiastically concurred in the 
proposal. and I have been instructed to write you 
as a member of the Board to inform you of our 
concun'ence and to authorize you to assure the 
Commission, if the occasion should arise, that it 
will be a great pleasure for us to make available to 
the Commission our facilities and that in the pro
gramme of expansion of the University provision 
will be made for additional facilities to meet its 
needs, if its headquarters should be established 
here. 

As you are aware, it was already the intention 
that in erecting new buildings and establishing 
new 'facilities for study and research, the applica
tion of science to the study of fisheries would be 
one of our principal objectives. If the Commission 
should select St. John's as its headquarters, expan
sion and development of the University in this 
direction would be accelerated. 

We should welcome the opportunity to cooperate 
with the Commission in this way and we are glad 
to support the invitation by the Government. 

(c) Communication From Dalhousie 
University and From the Mayor of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

An offer of headquarters facilities for the Com
mission from Dalhousie University, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, was reported verbally by Commis
sioner Stewart Bates of Canada, who read thl> 
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following telegram which he had received from 
the President of Dalhousie University: 

"Regret unable add anything to my proposal 
re offices Fisheries Commission. Dalhousie would 
be happy to provide free offices for initial year or 
two and make representation to PrOvinCIal and 
City Governments for assistance in securing site 
on University Avenue for Commission head
quarters. n 

Subsequently, the Chainp.an of the Commis
sion received the following telegram from the 
Honorable Gordon S. Kinley, Mayor of Halifax: 

"President Kerr of Dalliousie Universitv has 
invited Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Coinmis
sion make headquarters in Halifax and has 
offered hospitality of University to Commission 
for interim period eending erection by Commis
sion of suitable building for its own use. The 
President consulted me before making offer and 
I assured him of my cordial support. I now 
extend an official invitation to you in tbe name of 
the Corporation of the City of Halifax and convey 
to you the City's wish to cooperate in everv effort 
to provide you with satisfactory facilitiesliere. I 
am confident that the City and University can 
offer your Commission unique advantages." 

On April 26, 1951, the President of Dalhousie 
University communicated with the Chairman of 
the Commission, as follows: 

"When I heard that you were about to hold 
the first meeting of your Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Commission, I extended an invitation to 
the Commission through Mr. Bates, our Canadian 
representative, to make your headquarters in 
Halifax. I further offered the Commission free 
space in one of the Dalhousie University buildings 
for the next year or two, pending the erection by 
It of a suitable home of its own on a site in the 
University area. I also volunteered to join in 
re:presentations to the City or Province to make a 
smtable site available to the Commission as 
a free gift. 

"The information that your meetin~ was about 
to take place reached me too late to g"IVe me time 
to find out whether the Governments of the 
Province of Nova Scotia and the City of Halifax 
would offer the Commission any material induce
ments to come here, but the Premier and the 
Ma;yo~ assured me in telephone conversations of 
theIr mterest in the proposal and their willing
ness to consider it when they had all the facts 
before them. I have secured from Mr. Bates 
further information about the work of the Com
mission and I think I am in a position now to 
tell them what they wish to know. I have 
spoken to the Mayor, who inImediately tele
graphed you an official invitation to establish 
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your headquarters here, and I intend to see the 
Premier about the matter very soon. 

"Some of the considerations which I should 
like to submit to you in support of our invita

. tion are the following: 
"(I) Halifax is the main fishing port in Nova 

Scotia, which is in the centre of the area in which 
you are interested. 

"(2) Halifax is readily accessible by steamer 
plane, and rail, so that international meeting.i 
could conveniently be held here. . 

"(3) Halifax is one of the largest research 
centres in Canada. The Naval Research Labora
tory, the Laboratory of the Fisheries Research 
Board, and the Regional Laboratory of the 
National Research Council are located here. 

"The last named laboratory, situated on the 
c"!"p,!,, of the University, will have a large staff of 
SCIentific workers devoted to the study of the 
utilization of the natural products of this region. 
In the very nature of the case, they will be inter
ested in all the potentialities of the sea; and the 
Right Honourable Mr. Howe told me tbat it was 
his intention to make the investigation of the use 
of seaweed one of the first projects. I mention 
this to indicate that a Commission concerned with 
fisheries would find here a group of investigators 
with closely related and extremely relevant 
interests. 

"The Halifax laboratory of the Fisheries 
Research Board is the largest laboratory studying 
fish-processing techniques in the world. 

"(4) Halifax is the largest port for the produc
tion of fresh and frozen fish on the North American 
side of the North Atlantic seaboard. The greatest 
Canadian concentration of trawlers operates out 
of this port or out of Lunenburg, which is not far 
away. These trawlers cover the whole of the 
banks as far east as the St. Pierre Bank and they 
often go to the Grand Bank. 

"(5.) Halifax is the home of Dalhousie, one of the 
foremQst Canadian universities. It fosters scien
tific studies at both the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. Further, the University has a 
famous Law School with authorities on its teach
ing staff in Administrative, Admiralty, and Intere 
national Law. It maintains a centre of Le!Psla
tive Research in cooperation with the Provmcial 
Government. If the Commission is concerned 
with legal problems relating to fisheries, which I 
understand will be the case, the facilities of the 
Law School should prove to be of great adv&nt&ge. 

"Dalhousie is one of the oldest and best known 
Canadian universities. Although it receives an
nual grants from the Governments of Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
and Newfoundland, and the Federal Government 
of Canada, for certain of its activities, principally 
in medicine and dentistry, it is an endowed institu
tion, with full responsibility for its own financial 
affairs. If we were able to do so, we would be 
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delighted to extend to your Commission a perma
nent place in our university buildinge, or provide 
you with a free site on our campus. Unfor
tunately, the increase in our student body during 
recent years has compelled us to secure rented 
space off our campus for some of our classes and to 
embark on a building campaign to provide for our 

minimum needs, With a view to the future, 
however, the City Council zoned an area adjacent 
to our campus and restricted all future construc
tion thertl to buildinge belonging to the University 
or having to do with education ... research, health, 
etc, My proposal is that the lJommission fix its 
headquarters eventually in this area," 
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APPENDIX XIII 

FINAL PRESS RELEASE CONCERNING THE FIRST MEETING 

The first meeting of the International Commis
sion for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries which 
convened at Washington, D.C., on April 2, 1951, 
concluded its work at a final plenary session on 
April 10, 1951. The Convention which established 
this Commission was concluded at Washington 
under date of February 8, 1949. The Convelltion 
is designed to provide for international cooperation 
in the coordination, correlation, and dissemination 
of information concerning the fisheries of the 
Northwest Atlantic Ocean, and a procedure for 
cooperative action by the contracting governments 
regarding measures deemed necessary to maintain 
a maximum sustained yield from these fisheries. 
All of the Governments signatory to the Conven
tion were represented at this first meeting of the 
Commission by formal delegations. Canada, Den
mark, Iceland, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States, having ratified the Convention, 
were fully participating Governmerts. France 
Italy, Norway, Portugal, and Spain, whose ratifi
cations are pendmg, were represented by observers. 
In addition, the Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion of the United Nations and the International 
Council for the Exploration of the Sea had observer 
delegations present. 

The Commission elected United States Com
missioner Hilary J. Deason, Chief, Office of 
Foreign Activities, Fish and Wildlife Service, De
partment of the Interior, as Chairman of the Com
mission, and the United Kingdom Commissioner, 
A. T. A. Dobson, Fisheries Adviser, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, as Vice Chairman. 
These officers will serve for a term of two years. 
The Commission appointed William Robert Mar
tin, Senior Biologist at the St. Andrews Biological 
Station of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada, 
St. Andrews, New Brunswick, as the Acting Ex
ecutive Secretary for the period July 1, 1951, to 
June 30, 1952. Richard S. Wheeler, of the U.S. 
Department of State, will carry out the duties of 
the Executive Secretary until Dr. Martin assumes 
office. 

fiO 
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Tb.e Commission established Standing Com
Illittees on Finance and Administration, and Re
search and Statistics. These com"mittees are 
chalred by Mr. J. Howard MacKichan of Canada 
and Dr. A. W. H. Needler of Canada, respectively. 
Tb.e Committee on Finance and Administration is 
to advise the Coln1nission on matters of budget, 
headquarters, personnel, and the functions of the 
Secretariat. The Committee on Research and 
Statistics is to recommend the coordination of 
reoearch programs in the various countries and 
advise the Commission as to improvements deemed 
desirable in the collection of statistics and research 
programs. Research and statistical programs are 
to be carried out by agencies of the various mem
ber goveroments. 

Since full Panel participation as provided for in 
the Schedule annexed to the Convention will not 
be possible until all signatory goveroments have 
taken the required action toward ratification, 
Panel membership at this first meeting was neces
sarily restricted to the five Governments who have 
already deposited their instruments of ratification. 
Informal advice at the meeting indicated that 
further ratifications may be expected presently. 
Chairmen elected at the first meeting of each 
Panel were as follows: 

Panel for Subarea 1 (West and South of 
Greeuland) 

Chairman: B. Dinesen (Denmark) 
Panel for Subarea 2 (Off the Labrador Coast) 
Panel for Subarea 3 (Newfoundland Coast and 

general Grand Banks area) 
Chairman: Raymond Gushue (Canada) 

Panel for Subarea 4 (Banks off Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick) 

Chairman: J. Howard MacKichan (Canada) 
Panel for Subarea 5 (Gulf of Maine and 

Georges Bank) 
Chairmal1: Francis W. Sargent (United 

States) 
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Organization of the Panel for Subarea 2 was de
ferred pending additional ratifications. During 
the course of discussions at Panel meetings con
sideration was given to available scientific infor
mation on the fisheries of the subareas concerned 
and particularly, in the case of Panels 1 and 5, 
discussion was facilitated by papers presented on 
these fisheries. In the case of Panels 1 and 5 
tentative agreement was reached on interim meet
ings prior to the second annual- meeting of the 
Commission. 

The meeting, which was largely organizational 
in character, established II budget for its first year 
of full operations, beginning July 1,1951, of $26,-
500. Contributions to this budget by contracting 
governments are primarily on the basis of repre
sentation on the respective Panels. 

With a view to the establishment of effective 
working arrangements between the Commission 
and other international organizations with related 
objectives, the Commission authorized its Chair
man and Executive Secretary to enter into interim 
arrangements with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and the In
ternational Council for the Exploration of the Sea 
for the exchange of information and for other 
types of cooperation. The Chairman shall report 
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to the ( :ommission at its second annual meeting 
concerning actions taken under this authorization 
and shall recommend to the Commission methods 
and melillS by which such cooperative working 
relationships may be established and maintained 
thereat ter. 

The Commission agreed for the time being to 
establish its headquarters in Canada, with tem
porary headquarters at the St. Andrews Biological 
Station of the Fisheries Research Board' of Can
ada, St. Andrews, New Brunswick. An offer 
of headquarters space was received from Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, but the 
Commission decided that a headquarters site in 
Canada would constitute a more effective site 
in relation to the area covered by the Convention. 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman, in accordance 
with the instructions of the Commission, will 
investigate and consider the offers made by the 
Government of Newfoundland and Memorial 
University, St. Johns, Newfoundland, and Dal
housie University at Halifax, Nova Scotia, as 
possible sites for permanent headquarters and 
report their findings at the second meeting of the 
Commission which is scheduled to be convened 
at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, about June 10, 
1952. 



ApPENDIX XIV 

OUTLINE CHART OF THE AREA OF THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 
OCEAN AND THE FIVE SUBAREAS THEREOF COVERED BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 
FISHERIES 
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