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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

Dccument No 0

IHIRD ANNUAL MEETIN

Progress Report on Stati 8

At the Second Annual Meeting of the Commission, the
following recommendations were made in regard to Commission
statistles:

(2) "That, in view of the usefulness of such in-
formation, the compilation of readily availlable
statistics according to established commercial
sizgfcategories be attempted by the Commission's
staff,

(3) "That the Commission compile and publish its
statisties in terms of Metric Tons and round
fresh welghts (weights of entire fish as they
come from the water),

(%) "That the Commission's statistician be requested
to review the situation regarding conversion
factors in close cooperation with F.A.0, and
I.C.E.S. and make a progress report to the Com-
mittee at the Third Annusl Meeting.

(5) "That the Executive Secretary be asked to attempt
to bring together for all vessels.fishing in the
Convention area information on the number of
vessels of various types and sizes, and the number
of days spent by vessels of each category on the
fishing grounds, and that he also be requested to
review the avallability of more refined data on
catch per effort for parts of the fishing and
report his findings at the Third Annual Meeting,
on the understanding, of course, that the actual
collectlon of such statisties must be the work of
the variocus governments themselves,

(6) "That the Executive Secretary be requested to inquire
of the various governments what information is now
available as a basis for development of a standard
unit of fishing effort, and to make a progress re-
port at the Third Annual Meeting.

(7) "That the Commission request the governments con-
cerned, and its Secretariat, to work towards the
compilation of statistics of catches and fishing
efforts on a monthly basis. .

(8) "That, in view of the importance of information on
economic and other factors influencing catch,
governments be requested to provide a brief com-
mentary on the operation of such factors when
submitting their statistics annually to the Com-
mission,

(12) "That the Commission adopt the statistical areas
defined 1in the “Report to the Committee on
Research and Statistics by the Sub-Committee on
Division of Commission Subareas" as a tentative
framework for the compilation of statistics, and
review, at the time of the next Annual Meeting
the suitability of the areas and the progress In
thelr use.
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After the Second Annual Meeting, the document dated Oct.
1, 1952, attached to this report was distributed. That docu-
ment was prepared according tc the above recommendations.

It regquested statistics on landings by Subareas (Subarea
Subdivlisions when possible) by species, by size categories
commonly culled, according to grouping of vessels by type and
size, It requested corresponding fishing effort data such as
number of trips, days absent from port, days on the fishing
grounds, days fished and all other information avallable,
particularly dory hours and hours trawling. It was also re- -
guested that an effort be made toward submitting statistics
broken down on a monthly basis. A form was suggested for
reporting the statistics to the Commission. In order to facili-
tates recording and in order that an annual summary of the ves=-
sels having fished in the Northwest Atlantic may be presented,

a form was suggested for recording such details as name of
vessel, gross tonnage, fishing gear, etc. A statement on con-
version factors was asked from each country in order that
gquantities landed may be converted more accurately and at Com-
mission Headquarters, to round fresh weights (weight of the
entirs fish as they come from the water). Each country was alsoc
asked for a statement on economics and other factors affecting
or having affected the catch during the year.

During their respective trips to Europe, the former Execu-
tive Secretary and the Statisticlan reviewed the basic require-
ments of the Commission with the authorities responsible for
submitting statistics to the Commission. The former Executive
Secretary and the Statistician wish to say that they received
full cooperation in each of the countries visited and that their
respective trips were most beneficlal to Commission work.

Statistics for 1952 received at the Commission Secretariat
to date, show that a real progress has been made and that a
great deal of effort is being made by each country toward the
collection of more refined statistics to meet the basic require-
ments of the Commission.

Recommendation (2)

Although all countries do not report their statistics
according to size categories commonly culled, the progress made
up to date indicates that in a years time such statistics can
be expected from sll tan countries. The breakdown of the catch
by size categories is particularly important for estimating the
number of fish caught, and the sige of the catch made of smaller
immature fish. Over the years, such data will provide one of
the means for assessing the degree to which the stocks are affec-
ted by fishing and will give indications of the strength of the
stocks. These data can be used in conjunction with more refined
data collected by the various research statlons. Attention
should be given to & breakdown of the statistics by size eate-
gories not only of cod statistics but also for other species,
particularly haddock.

Recommendation (3) and (W)

The value of the statistics on catehes published by the
Commission, depends largely not only on the accuracy of the
statistics submitted to the Commission on landings of fish in
various states of dressing, but also on the accuracy of the
conversion factors used at Commission Headquarters in conver-
ting weights landed to weights round fresh. Statisties showing
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the landings in terms of round fresh weights are of primary
importance for international comparison of statistics and
for bioclogical research purposes,

The progress report on conversion factors distributed
at this Third Annual Meeting (Document No., 16) expresses the
necesslty for research to be done, Present conversion factors
used in Commission Statistles are not all considered suffic-
iently accurate, It would be most desirable if by 1954, each
covatry could provide the Commission with results of their
research on thils problem. A rezssessment of the statistics
would then he possible.

Recommendation (5)

The first part of the recommendation was dealt with in the
document dated Oct, 1, 1952. It 1s now possible to assess the
number of vessels fishing in the Northwest Atlantic according
to type and size and days spent on the banks. Other details
ere :1so avallable,

The second part of Reccmmendation (5) and Recommendation
(6) are dealt with by the Executive Secretary in a separate
report,

Recommendation (7)

Five of the countries pertaining to the Convention have
already submitted statistics complled on a monthly basis, Such
statistics are necessary to assess the seasonal distribution
of the catch, the dlsplacement of the stocks and alse Lo assess
the amcunt of the catch made during the spawning seasons,

Recommendation (8)

Very few countrieg have contributed information on the
operation of economics and other factors on fish catehing.
More attention should be focussed on this aspect of fisheries
informetion and each country should be able to submit & report
yearly. It is important to know what the incentives are to
fish more, or to fish less. This information 1s one of the
means to assess the affect on the stocks of more or less incen-
tives to fish.

Recommendation (32)

At the Second Annual Meeting of the Commlssion, each
Subarea was subdlvided in sub-units. These Subarea -Subdivi-
slons were adopted as a tentative framework, according to which
countries should try to submit their statistlics. Statistics
received to date show that a breakdown of the catch by Subarea
Subdivisions was achieved only for Subarea 1. From the time
the Subarea Subdivisions were adopted as a tentative framework
to the present time, cbjections have been ralsed (Document No.
18) to the effect that the Subarea Subdivisions for Subarea 2
and 3 particularly, were too numerous and were not correspond-
ing to the natural habitat of the various stocks. It is of
primary importance that permanent Subarea Subdivisicns bhe )
adopted at this Third Annual Meeting. This has a very serious
bearing on the administration involved in the collection of
statistics by the ten countrles and by the Commission Secre-
tariat. It is at the same time of the greatest importance
relative to the long term value of the statistics, for dlo-
loglical research purposes, (To be added as Recommendation 11
at the end of thils report).
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In the light of the above report and in the light of the

Executive Secretary’s reports on fishing effort and the need
for a standard unit of fishing effort, it 1s recommended:

1)

2}

3

)

5)

6)

7}

8)
9

10)

That Recommendation 2, be reworded to read: "That in
view of the usefulness of such information, the ten
countries pertalning to the Convention, compile their
statisties of landlngs according to established com-
mercial sige categories".

That Recommendation 4, be replaced by: "That the ten
countries pertaining to the Convention make all the
necessary research ito provide the Commission with con-
version factors as accurate as possible®,

That Recommendation %, be replaced by: "That each year
the ten countries present to the Commission in a suamary
form,information on the numbsr of vessels over ten tons
having fished in the Convention area during the year, by
types, slizes and gross tonnage. That detalls on the type
and amcunt of fishing gear used be also indicated to-
gether with all other details usually inecluded in a
register of fishing vessels".

"That the compilation of data on fishing effort requested
in the2 Document of October 1, 1952 be continued, it being
understood that further addi&ions to details already re-
quested will be made following the Third Annusl Mseting.

"That the Secretariat, after the problem has been dis-
cussed by the Committee on Research and Statistics, be
requested to plan and arrange the collection of more
refined fishing effort data for representative types of
vessels and methods of fishing, to provide the Commission
with indices of abundance,

"That in the 1ight of the Executive Secretary's report on

the needs for a standard unit of effort, Recommendation 6

be reviewed and reworded in such a way %hat it will postpone
the problem of a standard unit of fishing effort until the
tilme the management of the fisheries will become a necessity.
A standard unit of fishing effort i1s not a primary necessity
at this stage of investigations of the fisheries.

That Recommendation 7 be reworded as follows: "That the
ten countries concerned compile their statistics of catches
and fishing effort on a monthly basis®.

"That Recommendation 8 remains as resd".

"That special attention be given to recording the quantities
of fish discarded at sea".

"That more use be made of the suggested form (Document Oct.l,
1952) for submitting statistics to the Commission., (It being
understood that the suggested form will be refined after the
Third Annual Meeting, but will remain basically the same.)

The table attached to this report shows for 1951-1952 the

details in which statistics are collected by each country for the

Commigsion.
e re

J. COté,
Commission Statisticlian.,
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NOTE

Comparability is valid only between the two years for
each country. No comparison between countries should be
made from this table. The sign (-) does not necessarily
mean that the dats to which it refers was not submitted in
all cases. The sign (-) means that the data to which it
refers was nct submitted or does not apply to the method
according to wnich a countrv fishes. It should be noted
that under "Specles by sizes' only cod 1s involved except
for the United Kingdom vor haddock statistles. This table
should be viewed as being of limited use.

«=50000«~
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* INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

Copy of Document Distributed on 1 Ock. 1952

IC_ STATI NTS
OF INTERNAT C SI0
FOR__THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

First Annual Meeting:

At the Flrst Annual Meeting the following basic fisheries
statistics for all subareas were considered to be the minimum
requirements essential to the purposes of the Commission:

(a) the total weights landed annually,
in statistical regions corresponding to
the Commission’s Subareas, by specles
for at least five principal specles and
by commercial size categories for those
specles commonly culled;

(b) data cn fishing effort expended per
annum, {such as, for example, number of
days absent from port by fishing vessels,
number of vessel-days spent in actual
fishing, ete.}; and

{c) estimates of the gquantities caught
but not landed, for each of the principal
specles, :

The above statistical requirements were not all met by
all countries. The degree of detail and the period for which
annual statistics were submitted to the Commission vary widely
among countries, In all cases a great deal of time and effort
has been allotted by individusl countries to this work.

If 1s important that statlisties from each country be
integrated according to Commission requirements. Statistics
should be submitted in such a form that they would be comparable.
Compilation, analysis and publication by the Commission would
at the same time be facilitated.

It 1s suggested that in reporting statistics and other
information, Document VIII which was submitted at the Second
Annual Meeting of the Commlisslon may be of assistance, as 1t
glves an overall view of the Commission's needs for statistics
to reach the purposes of the Convention.

Second Annual Meeting:

At the Second Annual Meeting the basic requirements for
statlstlics were reconsidered. Greater refinement in the
submission of statistics to the Commission was recommended.
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It was agreed that fishing effort statistlies should
include such information as the number of vessels of each
type and size and the number of days spent by vessels of each
category on the fishing grounds. Statlstics on landings could
then "be  related to fishing effort data. It was further
agreed that Governments be requested to provide a brief
comrmertary on the economic or other factors having influenced
the catch when submitting their statistics annually to the
Commlsslon.

In order to facillitate the compllation of the statistics
for submission by Governments to the Commission, it 1= suggested
that the attached prescribed form may be used as a {ramework
for reporting statistics.

Conversion Factorg:

The Commission has been directed to compile and publish
its statistics in terms of metric tons and round fresh welght
(waight of entire fish as they come from the water).

In order that the best information on conversion factors 1is
used in Commission statistics, it i1s requested that a statement
on this matter accompany the statistics. Statistics will record
wedght as landed and information 1s required by the Commission
Statlsticlan concerning the relation of the statistlcs of
landings to weight of fish as they come from the water.

Monthly Statistics:

The Commission was directed to work toward the compllation
of statistics on a monthly basis. If statistics are readily
available by month or by season, it is suggested that a separate
report be submitted providing s%atistics in such greater detall.

Divisicn of Convention Subareag:

At 1ts Second Annual Meeting, the Commission adopted the
attached divisions of the Convention Subareas as a tentative
framework for the compllation of statlstles. If statistics can
be compiled accurately according to this proposal it is suggested
that a separate report be submitted providing statistics 1in this
greater detail.

Classificgtion of Vegsels:

The Commission requests information from each Government on
the number of vessels of varlous types and silzesg. In order that
an annual summary of the vessels fishing in the Convention Area
may by presented, 1t 1s suggested that a register of fishing craft
should be kept at each Government fisheries office. The reglsater
might include one index card for each vessel, on which such detalls
as name of vessel, gross tonnage, fishlng gear, etc. would be
recorded. A sample form for keeplng such a register is attached
and may be found useful.
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ance from C ission ad ers:

Advice concerning the mechanics of compllation of statistics
to meet the Commlssion requirements 1s avallable from the
Commission Secretariat upon request.

The Secretariat 1s working toward improvement of Commission
statistics and would be pleased to assist Governments in
discussion of problems related to collection and compilation of
the gtatistics required by the Commission. At the Second Annual
Meeting cooperation between the Commission, the Food and Agricule
ture Organization of the United Nations, and the International
Council for the Exploration of the Sea relative to mutual
problems was emphasized.

At the Second Annual Meeting of the Commission many delegates
did indicate the ability of their countries to submit statistics
in the detalls required and recommended by the Commission.

It 1s suggested that gaps in the statistics submitted and
summarized for each country in Document VII of the Documents
distributed at the Second Annual Meeting be reviewed in relation
to Commission requirements and that an attempt be made by each
country to bring statistics up to Commission needs where and when
possible. Statistics should cover as many past years as
statistlcal records permit.

- 411 information should reach Commission headquarters well in
advance of the Third Annual Meeting.

The Acting Executive Secretary 1is at present visiting
Denmark, Iceland, Norway and the United Kingdom on official
Commission huslness. The Commission Statistician will be
visiting France, Italy, Portugal and Spain from November 1952
to January 1953. These members of the Secretariat are prepared
to meet inquirles and give information on matters pertaining to

the Commission.
(Rt

J. Ccdte,
Statisticilan.

JC/IW
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1.

2.

h-

6.

-17 -

One table should be compiled for each of the Convention
Subareas. Separate tables should be compiled for the
subdivisions of the Subareas when reporting in this
greater detall is pessible.

Statistics should be complled according to type and
glze of vessel in the manner indicated or according to
a finer breakdown. ) P

Fishing effort data should include as much detall as
possible. Data should be sufficiently refined to

include days fished, hours fished, dory hours, hours
trawling, vessel crew, etc. Total number of columns for
fishing effort data should be increased when necessary.

Total welghts of landings by specles should be given in
terms of the condition of the fish as landed (eviscerated,
green salted, ete.}. The unit of weight measure

(metric tons, kgs., quintals, etc.) ghould be recorded.

If data are available on landings by size categories
commonly culled (small, medium, large, unsorted) columns
may be added for each category under the appropriate

species. .

A list of common and sclentific names used by countribs
fishing In the Convention Area is attached for guidance
in reporting statistiecs. The common name 'redfish' has .
been adopted by the Commission for “Sebastes marinusg".
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m..l..l..'lII.....G-.-‘...'..I.-.“ m‘-“..........‘....
Name of Vessel............cecensuveess BOrt letters + No.

M no.--.------o-cﬂo-oo----o mm LR R NN N NN N N N N

- - -aq

Date Built........Steel OF WoOd.»+e+ BULLACTE «vevversravorana

Length Breadth Depth Gross,....
in £t ...... inft. ....., in ft......... Tonnage Net.......

W/T R/T Type ............ D/F Echo Sounder Type ......e...

Dynamo KW, +esveeo. . V0lt5.c0s.v....Normal no. in crew ceeeces
EEBI Coal 0il Diesel Petrol Petrol-paraffin

Particulars of motor-engine

.--n----ooo---ac-----s-o--c-o--.----.--.-.ao-u---nni&. sans e

Note. Strike out what does not apply

EE R L I R I B R I N RN N Y

This type of information is collected in U.K.
for each 1st Class fishing vessel. Such an Annual
reglister of fishing eraft 1s required to supplement
statistlcs obtalned from trip records.
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