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THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 

Administratiye Report for th. Year ending 30 June 1953 

by the ExecutiY. Secretary 

The present report is, as a matter 
dealing with the time up to April 1953. 
be prepared later to be included in the 

of fact, only incomplete, 
A complete report will 

3rd Annual Report. 

1. Headquarters 

Temporary headquarters of the Commission has been at the 
Atlantic Biological Station of the Fisheries Research Board of 
Canada, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, Canada. Until 1 December 
1952 the Commission occupied thre. smaller rooms in the gr.oundfish 
building. By the beginning of Dtcember, however, our offices were 
moved to a larger building where four spacious and comfortable' 
rooms were made available to the Secretariat. 

This change of headquarters offic.s caused a great improve
ment in working conditions and 1s greatly appreciated by th. 
Secretariat, and so is the valYable ~.istance and great help 
in many ways given by the Atlantie Biological Station threugh 
the whole of the year. 

Following the resolution of the Second Annual Meeting that 
the selection of future headquarters sRould be postponed until 
the next annual meeting and that, 1n the meantime, the possibility 
of sites other than St. John's and Halifax should be explored by 
a committee consisting of the Chairman and a representative from 
Iceland (Mr. P. Eggerz) and from SpaIn (Mr. G. Baraibar, since 
March replaced by Hr. V. Trelles) with the Executive Secretary 
as adviser, ~ creat effort has been made in such an exploration. 

In the e~r.e of the year ft8W .ff.rs were received froa 
various places in Canada and U.S.A. to the effect that by the 
end of 1952 offers were at hand from the following places: 

In Canada: 

In U.S.A •• 

St. John'., Newfoundland; Halifax, Nova 
Scotia; Montreal, and Quebec. 

lingston, RboG. Island' Boston (Harvari) 
llassachusett.; GlOllce.ter, !~assachusetts; 
Durbam, Newa..,ah1r.; Brunswick, Maine. 

During Noyember-February tbe Executive Secretary visited all 
these places and during the first half of Marcp he submitted to 
the Committee a report of his f1n41ncs including a description of 
the various offers and his a,pra1 .. l ef them. This report was 
considered by the Committe. ani d.alt with at a committee meetine 
in Montreal on the 17th of March. 

In March (30) an invitation was eKtended to the Co.-ission 
to establish ita permanent headquarters in New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
U. S. A. 
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2. Secretariat 

At the Second Annual Meeting in June-July 1952 Dr. Erik M. 
Poulsen, Copenhagen, Denmark, was appointed Executive Secretary. 
He took over his position wi.h the Commission on 10 October 1952. 
Dr. W.R. Martin continued as Bctinc Executive Secretary until 
the end of November 1952. This overlapping was highly advan
tageous as it secured a certain continuity of staff work and 
made it possible for the new executive secretary to draw lavishly 
from Dr. Martin's great experience in and thorough knDwledge ot 
Commission matters. 

Following a resDlution Df the Second Annual Meeting that the 
staff be increased to include an additional clerk-stenographer, 
Miss Theresa H. Devine (Ottawa, Canada) was appointed clerk
stenograhper with the Commission and took up this post on 1 Febru
ary 1953. 

3. Officers 

At the Second Annual r·leeting Dr. J.L. !Cask (U.S.A.) was 
elected Commission ~hairman for the ensuing year. lIr. A.T.A. 
DobsDn (U.K.), who had acted as Chairman since Mr. Hilary J. 
Deason (U.S.A.) had discontinued his duties as Chairman, owing 
to ill health, returned tD his post as Commission Vice-Chairman 
[.during the interval occupied by Mr. F.W. Sargent (U.S.A.)]. It 
was understoDd that Dr. Kask as well as Mr. Dobson ShDUld cDnti
nue in office until the conclusion of the Third Annual Meeting. 

Panel- and Standing Committees Chairmen during the year 
were as follows: 

Standing Committee on Finance 
and Administration: 

Standing Committee on Research 
and Statistics: 

Panel 1: 
Panel 2: 
Panel 3: 
Panel 4: 
Panel 5: 

J.H. MacKichan (Canada) 

A.W.H. Needler (Canada) 
B. Dinesen (Denmark) 
R. Gushue (Canada) 
R. Gushue (Canada) 
J.H. MacKichan (Canada) 
F.W. Sargent (U.S.A.) 

4. Ratifications 

The following Signatory Governments deposited their ratifi
cations of the Convention with the Depositary GDvernment (U.S.A.) 
during the year: 

( 

The Government of Norway 
The Government of Portugal 
The Government of Italy 
The Government of France 

on 2nd July 1952 
on 19th July 1952 
on 19th August 1952 
on 27th January 1953 

Thus by now all ten Signatory Governments have deposited 
their instruments of ratification. 
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5. Panel membersh~ 

Panel memberships as after the ratification by France 
are as follows, 

country Panel No. Total 

1 2 3 It 5 

Canada + + + + 4 
Denmark + 1 
France + + + + 4 
Iceland 0 
Italy + + + + 4 
Norway + 1 
Portugal + + + 3 
Spain + + + 3 
United Kingdom + + 2 
United States + + + 3 

TOTAL 7 3 7 6 2 25 

6. Newsletters ,~ 

Four newsletters were distributed from headquarters during'~ 
the year in order to circulate information concerning Commission 
~atters to Commissioners, reporters and advisers as well as to 
car Gain persons and institutions outside the Commission who, 
would be interested in the Commission's work. 

The newsletters were issued on 15 August 1952, 22 November 
1952, 19 February 1953, and 28 April 1953. 

7. Sec'lnd Annual Report 

Ac,~ording to decision at the Second Annual Meeting the 
"Second Annual Report for the year 1951-52" was printed. It 
was distributed during February, March 1953. 

8. Co-operation with other International Organizations 

The Secretariat was in close contact during the ye,ar with 
the Food and Agriculture Organizat1o~ of the United Na~ions (FAO) 
as well as with the International Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea (ICES). 

The Commission was represented at the Annual Meeting of ICES 
in Copenhagen in October 1952 by the Vice-~hairman and'by t~ 
Acting Executive Secretary. The Commission's Statistician 
visited FAO headquarters in Rome during his travel to Europe 
in late fall 1952, where he had conferences with various fisheries 
officers. 

Collaboration has been mainta~ned with ICES and especially 
with FAO mainly in the field of fisheries statistics. 

G4 



- 4 -

Between the Northwestern Subarea Committee of ICES and 
the Panel for Subarea 1 a close contact has been carried on, 
partly as to the planning of research work, and partly in order 
to insure a speedy and full exchange of research results. 

A regular· exchange of publications has been maintained 
with FAO and with ICES. From ICES the Commission has received 
a valuable collection of previous ICES-publications. 

9. Larger travels 

The Acting Executive Secretary attended the 50 Anniversary 
Meeting of ICES in Copenhagen in September-October 1952 (see 
point 8), and participated in the meetings of the Special 
Committee on the Commission's Research Program and of Panel 1 
held in connection with the ICES Meeting. On his return trip 
he visited Bergen, London and Reykjavik. In these places as 
well as in Gopenhagen he had conversations with various key persons 
mainly about the collecting of statistics. 

In late autumn the Commission's Statistician travelled for 
nearly two months in Europe (France, Italy, Portugal and Spain). 
He contacted appropriate government officials and representatives 
of the fishing industry for considerations of matters concerned 
with the collecting of fisheries statistics. During the travel 
he also (see point 8) visited the FAO headquarters in Rome. 

10. Commission's Research Program 

The Special Committee on the Commission's Research Program 
held a two day's meeting (with L.A. Walford, U.S.A., in the Chair) 
in Copenhagen 26-27 September 1952. The basic problems connected 
with fisheries researches in the Convention Area were considered: 
what researches to make and how to make them. Preparations for 
a further meeting of the Committee were made. In late January 
1953 some members of the Special Committee, being together in 
St. Andrews (Canada) for a Panel 5 advisers' meeting, made use 
of that opportunity to diseuss and consider the research problem 
in preparation for the further meetings of the Special Committee. 

During a three day's meeting in New Haven on 21-23 May 1953, 
just in advance of the Third Annual Meeting the Special Committee 
will prepare a report on the results of its work to be laid before 
the Commission during its Third Annual Meeting. 

11. Panel I 

A meeting of the Panel for Subarea 1 was held in Copen~agen 
on 8 October 1952. Present were Commissioners from Denmark, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom with adVisers, as 
well as observers from France, Iceland and U.S.A. Also represen
tatives from ICES took part in the meeting. The meeting was 
wel.comed by the Honorable K. Ree, Minis ter of Fisheries for Denmark. 

Reports on research work carried out were delivered. 

FollOWing a consideration of the results of researches a full 
discussion of the research program for 1953 took place, and it was 
agreed that the Executive Secretary should request research programs 
for the year 1953 from governments participating in the work of the 
Subarea, and distribute such programs to the members of the Panel. 
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Research programs were received from all cbuntries represented 
on the Panel as well as from Iceland and U.S.A., and they were 
distributed from headquarters early in the year of 1953. 

The desirability of more detailed statistics were discussed 
and the Panel expressed the hope that all contracting governments 
Wbuld do their best to supply statistical data according to'the' 
memorandum distributed from headquarters on 1 October 1952. " 

12. Panel 5 

A meeting of scientific advisers to Panel 5 was held in 
St. Andrews (Canada) on 27 January 1953. The main subjects 
were problems connected with the haddock regulations in Subarea 5 

,'.and wi th the planning of redfish researches. 

,. 

It was pointed out that the research work now initiated for 
the study of the effects of the Regulations would have to be 
carried out for a series of years and that a reasonable assess~ 
ment of the full benefit of the regulations would only be 
possible in the course of some 5-10 years. 

It was agreed that the researches already proposed were 
adequate to the purpose. However, to get an early appraisal of 
the effects of the haddock regulation. special fishing with small 
meshed gears for the youngest age-groups should be carried out 
from research vessels. 

The question of special and extended researches on redfish 
was treated, and it was agreed that an extension of the research 
work in Subareas 3, 4, and 5 was needed. 

Finally the U.S. research program in Subarea 5 was considered. 
It was noted that to meet the Commission's need the period for the 
operation of research vessels should be extended. 

On 25-26 February 1953 a meeting was held in Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts of the Canadian and United States scientists to 
assess North American oceanographic programs in the area of 
interest to ICNAF. ,.< 

At the meeting the following recommendation was made: 

It was recommended that a small, select, standing Committee 
of Oceanographers be appointed to review, plan, and coord~nate 
hydrographic programs in the Convention Area. The Executive 
Secretary should arrange the time of its annual meetings so as 
to minimize interference with the schedules of the participants. 
It appears that November may be most satisfactory. 

13. Haddock Regula ti'ons in Subarea 2 

The Commission's recommendation of regulations for the 
haddock fishery in Subarea 5 was transmitted to the Depositary 
Government on 15 July 1952. 

On 13 March 1953 the Secretariat was notified by the Deposi
tary Government that as the proposal for Haddock Regulations in 
Subarea 5 was accepted by the Governments of Canada and the ' 
United States on 13 February 1953, it would come into force for 
all the contracting governments on 13 June 1953. 
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The scientific advisers to Panel 5 have at their meeting on 
27 January 1953 proposed some amendments to the methods for 
measuring of meshes. These ~ill be dealt with during the 
Annual Meeting in May 1953. 

14. Research Summaries 

In accordance with Commission recommendation at the Secord 
Anr.ual Meeting that summaries of research should be requested trom 
the :,articipating countries for patlllcation, the Secretariat .. kM, 
by circular letter of 5 Decembu 19~, for the fo~ardillC of _h 
summaries 0 

During January-April 1953 the following summaries vere for
warded to headquarters: 

Canada: 

Denmark: 

France: 

Iceland: 

Nor~ay: 

Portugal: 
Spain: 

United 
Kingdom: 

United 
States: 

Summary of Canadian aro.ndtlah Research in the Oonven
tion Area during 19;2, Subareas 2 and 3, by W. Temple
man, Subarea 4, by A.W.H. llaedler and 1t1.R. Martin. 

The Danish investigation ~ork in Subarea 1 in 1952. 
By Paul "I. Hansen. 

Summary Report of the Cruise of the French Research 
Vessel "Presideot Tl1eod0r9 Ussier" in the Region of 
Ne~foundland and LabIador (Subareas 2 and 3), August
September 1952. By P. De$broases. 

Icelandic Hesearches 19S2, Analysis of Trawler caught 
Cod in Greenland Waters in 1952. By Jon Jonsson. 

Panel 1. Summary at .a.a.eA Work by NONay 195'2. 
By Finn DevoId. 

No reports on research are received. Ho~ever~ during 
the Panel 1 Meeting in Copenhagen 8 October 19,2 
(document 7) the delegates from Portugal and Spain 
reported on observations .ade as to density of stocka 
and sizes of cod caught from Commercial fishing vessels 
working in Subarea 1. 

Summary of Research Work carried out 
Kingdom in the ICNAF Area in 1952. 
Department. 

by the United 
By Scottish Ho~e 

Uaited States Researches tn Convention Area during 195'2. 
By lferbert W. Gra~ 

These summaries ~ere diltr~ted from headquarters as far as 
possible in advance of the Third ~l Meeting, Tbe7 ~l, ~ith 
possible additiona, be published 10 tb8 third Annual R.,er" 

I? Research Prggre'n 

Research ~ograms vere forwarded to headquarters partly as a 
results of action taken by the Chairman of the Special Committee 
on Commission'. Research ProgrlllD an4 pertly (for Subarea 1) fo110~-
ing resolution by Panel 1 at its Copenhaien meeting. The 
research programs received cover action by nine countries in the 
belowstated subareas: 
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Canada. 
DelllDa1'kl 
France: 
Iceland. 
Norway. 
Portugal; 
Spain: 
U •. K. : 
U.S .. A.: 
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Subareas 2, 3 and It· 
Subarea 1 
Subarea. 1, 2 and 3 
Subarea 1 
Subarea 1 
Subareas 1 and 3 
Subareas 1, 3 and It 
Subarea-I 
Subareas 1, 2, 3, It and 5 

From this list it appears that researChes are now carried 
out in all subareas of the Convention Area. In most subareas 
research work is carried out by several countries. This calls 
for a strict co-ordination of the various research programs to 
the effect that, as far as possible' 1) tha various resea1"ches 
may supplament one another, and 2) that no unnecessary duplication 
of efforts occurs. 

16. Collecting of Statistics 

The statistical aspect of Commission work made great progress 
during the year. This is due to the good understanding each 
country has ot the requirements of the Commission, and to the full 
cooperation given to the Secretariat during the year. The visits 
of the former Executive Secretary and ,of the Statistician to 
Europe were ot great value for the understanding of the fisheries 
industry of the member countries. 

Each recommendation relative to statistics were paid atten
tion to by the member countries. Although all countries did not 
completely meet the statistical requirements, the amount of 
detailed information received shows il great progress. The Secre
tariat has received more detailed information on fishing effort. 
Many countries have reported their statistics compiled on a, 
monthly basis. For 1951 a large part of the catch could not be 
accounted for by Subareas while for 1952; according to statistics 
received up to date, most of the catch is reported by Subareas. 
Countries fishing in Subarea 1 have given their statistics by 
Subareas Subdivisions as adopted at the Second Annual Meeting. 
The breakdown of the catch by size categories is made by more 
countries than in 1951. 

Generally the progress made by countries toward meeting the 
requirements of the Commission is higbly satisfactory. 
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17. Pl'Ovil1onal lWIIC1al state.at ts \be r1IIa!!: Iear alllliDl 20 .oJIule· 122J' 
, ' ," . ~,', 

Tb1II "..-4e~ atate..."t ft. ~OD 18 IraJ 1953. 
. .. "11ft. tor 

the N.t of tlla t~1al JIU' aN aet_W. 

1 

state.nt of bud"" apPI'IIPn.t := ablSp1ll101111 iDamacl. aIId lIIIalIUpted 
balano .. ot appropr1tUOIIII for till t ,.., 19sa/S3. " 

Purpo.e of "PPropriaW Cbl1p~_ "11ft. 'fatal 1IllobUptacl 
appropl'iation by C ..... 1o.1on 1naurrecl .- •• u...W obl1pUone bWIIoa. of 

11qo.1dlJ-cl tttr .... t tor 1'1.011 lPJIl'OPI'1atioM up to _ ~ tlMal ,.ar ,.. 
PerIanal 
Serv1cee .19.500 1$.706." I ••• n 17,714.33 l,78S.6'/ 

Travel, inclu-
ding lub.i.tanoe 6,000 6.1181t·lI I1lOoOO 6,884.32 • 884·32 

Tran.portatioa 
ot tbiDg. 300 211." 100.00 224.97 TS.03 

ConmrutUcation 
Service. TOO 1166.15 all.as 700.00 0 

Rant and Utility 
Service. SOO 0 2)0.00 2)0.00 2S0.00 

other Contraotual 
S.rvia •• inolndiDl 

1,881.0) Printin& 2,000 U8.91 2,000.00 0 

SUpplie. and 
Jl&tar1al. 1,000 661. dO 270.00 931·60 62~40 

Equipment . 2.000 l,l64.1i8 600.00 1, 164.1i8 23S.S2 

Annual lIeetins 4,000 l,teT.JlI .JOO.DO 3,787038 212.61 
If 

'36,1180 t1,611.'" .6,580.]3 34,26).08 ... '1.136.92 
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II 

Statement of income and expenditure for the year ending 30 June 19$3. 

Inccmel 

Contribution due from Spain for the )'ear ending 30 June 19$2 
Unobligated balances [rca year ending )0 Juno 1952 . 
Members' contributions assessed I 

Canada 
Denmark 
France 
Iceland 
Italy 
Norway 
Portugal 
Spain 

$ ),772.57 
1,338.13 
1,577 .11 

526.6$ 
3,7~.86 
1,539.14 
3,56U.ll 

United Kingdom 
United Stat •• 

),289.98 
2,149.62 
3,224.06 

TOTAL 

Le •• credit. under Financial 
Begulation. 5(8) 

Francels contri-
bution 1,577.11 
Italy's c ontri-
bution 3,7~.86 

24,686.2) 

Add to be transferred frOll World.ng Capital :Fund, 
credt18 memberr Governments 

TOTAL 

Deduct obligations incurred (and liquidated) and est:lu.tecl 
(stetement I) 

Exces. of income over obligations incurred or 8.t:lu.tecl, 
carried to .urplua account 
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m 
state ... nt of as .... t... aDd 11abU1~8 .. at :at ..., 1953. 

Cash at Ba.1k 

ContributioDB receivable 
Spain 1951!S2 3,180.84 
SP.in 1952/53 ),289.96 
ltd,. 1952/5) ), 7~.66 
France 
t 1952/53 1,577.11 

Total 11,752.79 

addo transferable. trca 
Working Capital Fund 
~8tataJOOot. II) 

add Travel advance j 

Annual lIeeting. 15 1Ia,. '53 

total 

lfork!!!ll Clll!ital J'\md 

Cash at_ 

Contribut.iODlJ ...... 1 vable 
from Spain • 966.67 
frOll ltal;r 626.91 
from 'ranee 526.66 

Totsl 2,:140.)0 

-ntII1 

add credit due !rom ae .... ral 
Fund (pr. 1$ 1Ia,. '$3) 

11,752.79 

2,02l:!it 
16,)99.22 

h,JlIl.IT 

21~0.~ 

),ldal.l&7 

~,OIlO.OO 

• 8,I!I.lJaT 

Gll 

WBILlYIIS 
I 

cred1ta _to -.-... 
88 P8I' ._d n 

M1Ioat.e of upeDd1tore • 
....... or ;rear (.tate.nt X) 

SUr7l,.. (.toto..,zrt n) 

add v-Ier tr.. 
WOI'kSDa Clp1t.al fIud 
1$..., 'S) . 

total 

c;nd1ta 480- \0 ..-... 
ftoIIl X~,. 626.97 baa,...... S26.66 

credit due to _ral !\IDd 
( ..... '" II) 

Pr1IIc~ ., I'IIIIIl 

total 

• S,281.9'1 

6,580.)3 

l.~.~ Ij,. 

11,153.6) 

210fij; 
3,~ 
S.266.60 

• 8,!4/6l.47 
- c 
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INVENTORY OF FIXED ASSETS, 

as at 30 June 19~2 

only Addressograph-Multigraph - Model 80 
Mu1tigraph Machine 

only Remington electric adding machine 

only Remington typewriter and 1ine-a-time 

only Remington two-drawer sate fUe 

only steel two-drawer filing cabinet 

only Triner postal scale 

TOTAL: 

Additions Financial Year 1952/53 

only Friden Calculating Machine 

only Leroy Lettering Set 

only Remington 1ine-a-time 

only card index cabinet 

only Remington typewriter 

TOTAL: 
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Purchase Valu 

$1,01+9.36 

3lt-1.6It-

228.02 

222.82 

83.82 

It-0.0I+ 

821.60 

61.70 

It-l.60 

16.00 

220.lt-8 

$1,161.38 
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