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Canadian Fishery in Sub-area 2 in 1952

In 1952 approximately 17,276 metric tons of round fresh cod were
landed in Canadian ports from sub-grea 2 (Labrador.) Except for a
small amound eaten fresh locally by residents, the entire production
was salted. Of the total, 574 metric tons were landed from draggers
that spend a short time salt fishing in the area, the remaindes is’
made up by landings fran the Newfoundland fishermen fishing inshore
on the Labrador coast.

Estimated Landings of Cod 194,9-1952 (metdric tons round fresh)

1949 36,73

1950 30,193

1951 28,597 -
1952 17,276 e

Landings of cod, the only groundfish as yet fished camercially
by Camadian ships md fishermen from sub-area 2, have been decl.ining
over she past few ymars. Difficuliies are experienced in marketing
4he small heavily salted cod produced in this area, and thia couples
with rising costs of fisherias supplies have dederred many fiahsrme:
from prosscuting the Labrador fishery. As a result there has beer «
progressive decrease in the mumber of men and ships engaged ‘I tais
fishery and the decline in landings may be atstributed mainly to &
decreage in fighing effort rather than a& lack of abundance of fash.

Canadian Fishery in Sub-area 3 in 1952
Landings from Sub—area 3 in Cansdian Ports

Sub-area 3 includes a wide area taking in the eastern and scuth-
ern coasts of Newfoundland and the inshore fisheries associated with
4ham ag well as the fighery on 4he offshore of Orand sl
St. Pierre Banks and vicinity. 0f the 250,950 mebric Vems of rownd
fresh Eroundﬁlh landed from this sub-ares, cod made up by far dlie
largest amount, amounting to 83.L% of tha fotal landings. The nexh
highest bub far below cod was flounder landings, amounting $o 6.7%
of the total, redfish 5.9%, haddock 3.0f with dhe remaining ground-
fish daken (balibmk, pollock, hake, cusk sixi cadfibh) amounting to
about 1f of the landings. . .

Though the fresh fish industry is increasing in importance,
79.5¢ of tbe cod landings were salted, 4he bulk of this being
landed by small inshore beoats in Newfoundland. Smaller amounts
of haddock and halibus were salted also.

Canadian landings of principal speciss of groundfish
from Sub-area 3, 1949 - 1952
(Metric tons round fresh)

YEAR coD HADDOCK REDFISH AALIBUT  FLOUNDERS
1949 248,716 14,853 7,168 252 3,266
1950 219,738 12,182 11,975 2,300 6,352
1951 230,947  L,153 17,30 2,579 13,886
1952 209,354 7,64 14,697 f11 16,745
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The total landing of cod for 1952 iz somewhat below that for the
previous year. In 1951, however, there was an unusual sbundance of
cod in the Newfoundland inshore areas and the difference between the
two years may be adtribubted mainly to a decrease in the landings
from the inghore fishery. Ovod catches of cod were cbtained from
wosd inshore areas in 1952 as well up %111 aytumn, vhen, dus to almost
continuous sbormy weather, little fishing was carried on. (Oood
catches of cod were obtained from April %o June offshore by okter
trawlers near the north-wegtern frings of the Orand Bank.

Haddock landings, though still below those of 1919 and 1950, are
much higher than %he low of 1951. Thers was scme concentration of
haddock in February and March on t he scuth-western part of Grand
Bank but because of high favourable bottom temperature extending
northward in the Grand Bank area, there was a spreading out of
haddock schools with no concentrations sufficisnt for successful
fishing by otter trawl after April.

A drop in redfish landings occurred in 1952 below 1951, but the
amount landed was above sny year pravious to 1951. The reasa: for
the decregse im 1952 was apparently a shifting of fishing effort by
otter trawlers from February to May toward catching cod and haddock.
The l1ow U.S. market prices for redfish relative %o cod and haddock
produced this shift.

The flounder landings continue to incresse. Large catches
of plaice were made, particularly on the sastern edge of tha Grand
Bank and on the northwestern section. The offshore landings of
witch floundar were down somewhat, but the tobal landings of wisch
were brought near to the 1951 total by the beginning of an inshare
Danish seiner fishery near the Newfoundland socush cosst in which
good catches of witch were made.

Halibu¥ landings were considerably below bosh the 1950 and
1951 landings. Fewer dory schoonars were fishing for halibut and
much of the obter trawler effort was concendrated in areas and
depths not expected to be very productive of halibut.

Ships and Wen engaged in the fishery, sub-grea 3

Small shore boats Many, number unkmown.
Long-liners & Danish seiners A small mumber, mmber
Dory schooners increasing

Up % 150 gr. tons (salt
g

fishin 9
Up to 150 gr. tone (fresh

fishing) 8
Over 150 gr. tons (salt

fishing) a
Over 150 gr. tona (fresh

fishing) 8
Total L5
Otter trawlers

Up to 50 gr. tons
51 - 150 gr. tons
151 - 500 gr. tons L
Over 500 gr. tons
Total Ly

o~ K

B3



- 13-

Fishing in sub-area 3} ia carried on by many ¥ypes of boats bud
there ix a trend of dsvelopment in the inshore fishery to an *inshore-
of fshore® boat, larger than the 20 %o 30 ft. boats now in use. In
the effshare fisfiery the number cf dory schooners 1s decreasing yearly
bacaae of difficulty in obtaining crews. On the other hand, the
otter trawlers are increasing in numbers, with seven added to the
fleet in 1952, while two othera were scrapped. Most of the fishing
by Newfoundiand ships was carried on in sub-ares 3. All Canadian
dory-schooner sald fishing took place in this area, with an increased
number cf fresh {ishing %rips by schocnera and draggers being made
thers az well.

Thers 15 as y=% no precise information om the number of fisher-
men employed im 1952, but it is fairly certain that there was a con-
tinuation of the movemens cut of the figheries into othar occupations.

Th: imshore fishery for cod from Newfoundland'e east coast beging
arourd June and continues through until autumn storms cavse fiaharmsn
to svop fishing. On the south coast of she inshore fishery continues
throughout the yesr, but is mare intense in the western portion of the
south coast in late winter and early apring. The offshore fishery
cobinues shroughout the jyear with effort being shifted froam one
species %0 asnother depending upon availability and market demand.

Economic factora affecting fisheries

The year 1952 was parhpas as favourable from the standpoind of
fizhermen as any on record, with prices gensrally high enocugh to act
a3 an incentive toward maximum effort throughout the whole of tha
fishing pericd. Throughout most of the ysar generally favourshle
marketing conditions for fresh, frozen and salted products existed
and prices paid fishermen were scmewhat Ligher than in 1651,

A substantial growth has taken place in the production of
froten groundfish fillets in the Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland
since the war. Mugh of this has been due to plant medernization and
addition to existing facilities, but nsw pland capacity is being
added from time to time. In 1952 four new plants, two in Newfoumd-
land and two in Nova Scotis, commenced operations.

Although the groundfish industry in 1952 continued to find a
large and profitable market for its praducts both at home and in
the United States, greatly increased importation into the United
States of groundfish fillets from Eurgpsan sources contributed to
a decline in imports of some proundfish species from Canada.

Canadian exporters of salt and dried cod and related speciss
in 1952 had little difficulty in marketing available suppliss at
favourable prices. Production was limited in part, however, due
to difficultiss engountered in previous yaars, such as foreign
exchange rroblems and locating marketa abroad.

A M. Fleming
May 9, 1953
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