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INTERNATIOTIAL TISHERIED COLVENTION, 1946

MEETING 02 THE FERM. 3l OOV SSION

By Klaus Sununanaa, ICUAF Observer

The Fifth Meeting of the Permoneat Commissinn set up under
the Internati-snal Fisheries Conventijea of 1M& tnok place in
London between Sth and 11th May, 19%%. Delegations attended from
all thirteen cf the Member Governments, namely, Belgium, Denmark,
the Federal German Renubllc, France, Tcelnnd, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Norwsay, Pnland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Observers
were oresent from the Unlon of 3ocialist Soviet Republies, which
was there renresented for the first tima,

Attending the meating also were observers from the Inter-
natinnal Council for the Exnloratinn nf the Sea, the Food and
Agriculture Orpanisaticn of the United Natinns, »nd the Inter-
national Crmmission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisherties.

Much of the Commission's discussion was devoted to the
report »f an ad hoc 3cientific Committee s=t up at the nreviocus
meeting Lo review avallable informatisn and to advise the
Commission on minimum mesh sizes and minimum size-limits for
fish, and to say whether any changes weras required, The
Comnission recognized that this report, the conclusions of which
were based upon all the scientific knnwledgs arrived at after
many years of fisheries research, was a nost important and val-
uable: document. The Comnission resnlved to nrovide for the
publication of the Report, and it was agreed to recommend that
the Member Governments should have the Kepnrt translated for the
Information of thelr fishermen; should seek the views of their
own fishing industries; and should report back with their
recommendations and nroposals by ilst Decamber, 1956. These will
be taken into consideration, with the sain levort, at the next
meeting. It was decided that in the meantiue the 75 mm.
milnimum mesh for nrdinary trawls should be continued for a
further year until bth anril, 1958,

The Commission alsgn gave further attention to the orcblem
of mixed fishing ror protected and Jor ~thex specles. The
Commission appointed a Comittee couprusd oOf rapresentatives of
the six countries mnst concerned - 1.r., Belgium, France, the
Ne therlands, the ifederal German Republi., Poland and Sweden - to
study thils prablen further for tha next nesting.

Arrangements 91 ensuring Lhe unii e, onforcement of the
provisions »f the Convention were agai; d4g-ussed. A Committee
of the Commission examinau the re~ort qF,;nfractLans submitted
by all Member Govarnments and the Comsssion unanimmusly agreed
to recommend 9 Menber Goverrmentc Sugeesfiens designed to make
arre uniform eaforcement possible. Ihe Coanissinn expressed 1ts
tranks to the Netheriands Government in' mak ing avallable an
of'ficer ror the Comaission's employment to visit those Member
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Countries which might s» desir- in erder fi wWrise upon the
enforcement of the Provisions ~f the Comven 1<,

Finally, the Corviissicn ;acewei{ngﬁppfi from the
International Councit “sr the® Fx loratioh ¢ & e gan an the
question of = defin'tion @ the " 1in feawl, :nd tie nrobiem
presented by tiie capture of undersrzed whiting in the industrial
fisherias. I'he Coymmission tdecided 4o take no further action
at vresent on tnese “roblens sings the Iuternational Council was
3till continuing :1ts investicationsg

Mr. Klauz Sunnanaa (Norway) woes® »j =cted President for the
next three years in Succession t> Mt K. G. R. Wall (Thited
Kingdom) whose term cf office haq cxpired, and M. A. Alloy (France)
was elected Vice-President in succession tn Dr, G. Rollefsen
(Norway).

The Commission will nold its next meeting in London
beginning on ikth May, 1957,
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