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The .. In Interest. io planktonology can, as fa. as ICNAF i. 
cODcerned, be ass,med to CODcern 

1) fi.h larvae and fish eggs 

2) a .ammary of tbe qaantitatlve distribution of basic 
food for tbe fish stocks 

Ad 1. Tbe most recent improvements In tbe technique of .a.pllag 
tast-movlng fish larvae have reulted In the developmeat of ... rlo81 
type. of bigb-speed plankton-collector. (P.W. Gehringer, 1952 (gult 
III), B.M. Bary et aI, 1958), (E.H. Ahlstrom et aI, 1958). 

Wbilst the asual net-types only C.D be worked with a .peed of, 
at tbe most, 1 to 2 knots, the high-speed collectors work with a speed 
of 6 to 10 knot., thus eDabllng the qaantitatlve capture of fast-moving 
plankton (fl.b larva., eupbaaciae), --- Bridger, 1958. The dur.tioR of 
tb. baals and tb. Amoant of water pa.sing throuQh the gear vary consi
derably (1 to 30 ~). 

Ad 2. For tb. esti.atlon of the quantitative distribution of zoo-
plaaktoD, It bardly matter. where (mlcro- or .acro-zoo-planktoD) I. 
tb. food cbalD tbe researcbe. are set. Tberefore, it ... t be co •• id.r.d 
wbetber tbe alual type of net (which mast be provided witb a de~ice for 
•••• arlng the w.ter pa.slDg tbrough It) should continae to be ased, or 
wbetber another lIeans of capture should be introduced (5, 10 or 100 
liter plankton .a.ples PUIIP. or perhaps just the above-llentioned bigb
speed, collector). The essential tblDg, however, ~s to agree upon tbe 
.1ze categorl .f zoo-plankton to be treated quantitatively. 

A standardization of the sampling tecbnlque, eltber to ase the 
asaal type of net or to proceed to use a new type of collector wl11, ao 
doubt, ceus. resistaDce because many will wish to preserve their estab
lisbed methods for comparison with earlier results. A anlfor. tecbniqu~ 
... t bowevor be accepted. 

It ia , bowever, 8 question whether one should Dot postpeae 
final decisions until the results of the plankton symposium, to ,&0 
held by ICES In 1960, are available. 

Denmark caDDot rend.r any help to the scientific treatment of 
• possible plankton recorder material. The only rational procedure for 
the treatment of such a material will be the establishment of a central 
laboratory. 

Would It be possible to organize an investigation of the pri
mary prodactlon by means of C-14 technique from the weather-ship A? 
Tbis would Dot demand much special gearv Bnd the observations ca. be 
made by a properly instructed officer of the vessel, as has been the 
cal. for several years with Danish light-vesselS. The material could 
be dealt with by Denmark through "The International Agancy for 14-(; 
Determination, Charlottenlund". 

E2 


