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ANNUAL MEETING -~ JUNE 1959

ICNAF Cod Otolith Exchange Programme

by R.5. Keir

) Following a recommendation from the Eighth Annual Meetimg of
ICNAF in June 1958, a Cod Otolith Exchange Programme was set up in
1958/569. Seventeen samples of cod otoliths, each containing twenty
oteliths from commercial-sized fish and freqguently sn addltgonal ten
otoliths from smaller fish, ware exchanged among interested scienmtists,
This document contains in the appended tebles 8 synopsis of their age
analyses of the samples.

Table I summarises some pertinent data about the samples
themselves,

Table I, Showing for each sample the ICNAF subdivisioa from which it
wag taken, the date, the country which collected the sample,
and the countries to which the otoliths have been sent as
part of the exchamge programme,
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5] Geurce of otelitas 5] Semples sent

% A1l samples imolwde the oteliths of 20 commercisl-sized fish. A smll Ye' atter the Semple
letter 1ndicates that = sample of 1O emll fish is included.

Six of ths semples were from Subarea ), six from Subaren 3,
four from Subarea 4, and one from Subarea &,

In the tables which follow, where two or more estimates are
given and no indicatien is made as to which is the more probable, one
bas beea chosen randomly to use in determining the mode and the devia-
tien from the mods, This one is underlined. Where no single age domi-
nated, oither the modian was chosen instead of the mode or the nearest
whole nember to the median,

Sr, Fligueras' readings for Semple E have not been included in
the calculations becsuse of the gaps in his estimates, Mr. Wise's
readings for Samples D and H have been excluded from the calculations;
211 other sclentists were expsrienced in reading Subares 1 otoliths,

In some coses readings were foliowed by a plus or a 1/2,
These have been deleted in the summary tables.
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