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At the 196! Annual Meeting the Working Group on Gear Research and Selectivity 
expressed the wish that the data on use of chafing gear (topside codend cover) and 
on trawl codend mesh sizes as reported by member countries when submitting 
." Annual Return of ICNAF Mesh Regulation Inspections and Results" be made available 

~ . for the Research Committee for consideration. 

I The following two tables have - to meet this wish - been prepared in the Secretariat 
on the basis of the submissions by member countries for the years 1957-61; submissions 
for 1961 had only been received from a smaller part of the member countries when this 
compilation was made. 

When using these figures, it must be borne in mind that the figures in the tables 
refer to numbers of trawls inspected, not to numbers of vessels • 

• 

'table ·1 gives the data for use of topside codend cover. It appears from the table 
that cover is used on almost all trawls from Canada Newfoundland, from France 
and Portugal (ca. 70-100%). For Canada Maritimes and Quebec topside cover is used 
on about 20-30 % of the trawls. Only a very small percentage of trawls from U.S.A. 
1-4 %) are used with topside cover. The report for 1961 indicates that topside cover is 
in use in the U.S.S.R. trawl fleet, but figures showing how frequently it is used are 
not available. No data on use of topside cover are available for Germany, Iceland, Ital y 
and United Kingdom, the remaining countries trawling in the regulated subareas. The 

_-' datas reported do not show any definite changes in the use of topside cover over the 
years (1957-61). 

Table 2 gives data on codend mesh sizes. It appears that the smaller mesh codends 
still in use by Canada in 1957 (to a less degree in 1958) have completely disappeared during 
the most recent years. The figures may further indicate that the meshes used in the 
trawls of the European fleets are slightly larger than those in use in the North American 
fleets. 

• 
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