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This summary is prepared from research repcrts from the fol
lowing nations: Denmark, GermanY, Iceland, Norway, Poland, Spain, 
United Kingdom and USSR. 

1. Work carried out. 

a. Denmark: R/Vs Dana and Adolf Jensen, Faroese commercial trawler 
Sklhaberg. Oceanographic observations in Davis Strait ang fixed 
inshore stations year round. Codoeggs collected in Godthab .Fjord 
and in coastal area around Godthab, January to end July. Distri
bution and length and age of young and commercialsized cod. Cod 
tagging. Hedfish growth studies and tagging in Godthl\.b Fjord. 
Studies on age anll growth of salmon. 'ragging of Greenland halibut, 
wolffish, herring and prawns, 

b. Germany: l1/V Walther Herwig.and commercial travllers. Oceano
graphic work off WeEt, South and Southeast Greenland in June-July 
and November. Length and age composition of cod and tagging 
experiments with cod West and East Greenland. 

c. Iceland: Commercial trawlers. Cod age and size compositions in 
West and East Greenland. Cod tagging off East Greenland. 

d. Norway: R/V Johan Hjort. Oceanographic observations (like 
NORWESTLAN'l' 1, 1963) off West and East Greenland. Fishing experi
ments with line and trawl. Cod age and size compOSitions. Dis
tribution of cod eggs. 

e. Poland: No research work carried out in Subarea 1. 

f. Portuial: No research work in Subarea 1 reported. 

g. Spain: No research work in Subarea 1 reported. 

h. UK: No research vessels in Subarea 1. Continuous plankton 
recorder survey has been maintained and developed. Sampling of 
material of cod for age and length studies taken from landings of 
freezer trawlers and aboard Fairtry factory vessels. 

1. USSR: Foul' exploratory alld research vesse Is made ocean.ograph1c 
work in Davis Strait in January, May and July-September. Collec
tion of plankton. flge and length compositions of cod. Redf1sh 
research with fine mesrled trawl and midwater trawl. Serological 
studies on ~edfish. 

2. Hydrographv and Plankton •. 

The temperatures in ttJe winter were very low in inshore as 
well as in offshore waters. In April the temperatures were lower than 
usual. In May the temperatures increased rapidly but. were still low over 
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the top of the banks. Unusually hlgh temperatures were found on the 
slopes of the banks below about 200 m ln July,whlch lnd10ate a 
strong development of ~he warm Irmlnger current. The l~w t',mperatures 
1n the surface layers are probably oaused by the large masses of dr1ft 
loe ln the Davls.Stralt and low all' temperatures 1n the wlnter 1963-64. 

Samples of phyto- and Boo-plankton have been colleoted. 
r 

3. Eggs and larvae. 

In 1nshore waters and 1n the fjords the OCcurrence of ood 
eggs was a 11ttle better than 1n the two prev10us years. In Davls 
Stra1t very few cod eggs were found by Norway.' Probably the reason 
for this phenomeaon must be that the low surfaoe temperatures ln 
spr1ng have kl11ed the eggs. 

Cod larvae were found ln July ln stl11 lesser n~bers than 
1n 1963. Thelargest number caught ln 2 mstramln'net was'13 whioh 
were taken on the m1ddle of Fylla Bank. The total number of larvae 
1n all 35 hauls wlth stramln net was 53. . 

4. QQg,. 

s. Age-groups 1. 2 and '3. 
j 

The )-group (year-class 1961) seems to be a strong year-olass 
wh1ch w1l1 be of 1mportanoe ln the commerolal oatches for the flrst· 
t1me 1n 1966 especlally ln Divlslons 1 B, 1 C and 1 D. In 1 F 1t looks 
like the three young age-groups are represent.ed In. eqllal amounts. 

b. Commerglal stogk. 

In lnshore waters ood ooourred 1n very small amounts. In the 
pound net flshery mostly small ood of 1960 ~d 1961 yeal' ... olass.ewere 
oaught. . . , 

The two rloh year-olasses 1956 and 1957 were stl11 of some 
lmportanoe but both of them had deoreased. 1956 year-olass has only 
been of some 1mportance ln Dlvlslons 1 E and I F. Samples fl'om Dohrn 
Bank and Angmagss~tk off East Greenland show .aolear domlnance ot the 
year-olasses 1'956';' 1957 and 19.56 whloh ,leo were abundant 1n the' 
Icelandl0,spawnlng stock. the same year. In samples from september the 
same year·classes were represented but also the 1961 year-olaea was 
found ln quantl tles. Thls year-olass seems t.o be dominant ln the 
Icelandlc: stook of ood. '. 

I 

From stud1es on the relatlon 1nthe ooourrenoe of the two year
olasses 1956 and 1957 and by tagglng experlments the Germans found that 
ln 1964, not only a large amount of ood belong1l2g to tbe1War-olA •• 1956 
mlgrated from Southwest Greenland to East Greenlan4 and to loeland; but 
also a substantial part of the 1957 1ear-cla13s dld t,he same •. 

Ot Tagging. 

Tagglng eXperlments have been oarrled out by Denmark, Germany 
and Iceland. Denmark has tagged ln all dlvlslons excep~l A. A number 
of )109 was tagged. 

Germany has tagged 765 cod off West and East Greenland, and 
Iceland has tagged 202 off East Greenland. 

A total of 917 reoaptures of ood tagged ~n West and East Green
land waters by Denmark was reported ln 1964. Of thls total, 7 oo~ 
tagged off East Greenland and 6) ood tagged otf West Greenland were 
reoaptured ln Iceland waters. 
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From 1959 to 1964, 29J2 cod were tagged by Germany. 200 ·re
coveries from these experiments were reported until March 1965. The 
recaptures off East Greenland and Iceland were more numerous in 1964 
than in the preceding years. 49 of the recaptures were reported from 
East Greenland and Iceland, most from the latter. 

5. Redf1sh. 

USSR fished for small redfish with trawl with f~ne meshed 
flappers and with mid-water trawl. The experiments were carried out 
in May and September. South of 64°N. catches up to 400 one-summer old 
fish were caught with mid-water trawl on depths of 200-JOO m. 

The Danish studies on growth 
have been continued in 1964. A total 
caught with shrimp tral'll in different 

o 
of redfish in the Godthab Fjord 
of 505J small redfish have been 
months and have been measured. 

29J big redfish caught in pound nets were tagged in May in 
the Godthab Fjord. 92 recaptures 1n1964 of redfish tagged in the 
years 1960, 62, 6J and 64 have been reported. 86 l'Iere caught on the 
tagging place, 4 on other places in the fjord and 2 were recaptured 
on the southern offshore banks. 

57 redfish taken in 100 m depths with hand line off South
east Greenland were tagged and released. 

6. Atlantic salmon. 

The Atlantic salmon occured in 1964 in larger number than in 
previoUs years. A number of J7.recaptures of tagged salmon was re
ported. lJ of these recaptures had been tagged. in America and 24 in 
Europe. A total of 64 recaptures of tagged salmon have been reported 
since 1956. 

7. Other fishes. 

Two porbeagle sharks were caught in salmon gill net off West 
Greenland in 1964. One was taken in the inner part of Ikertoq Fjord 
(Division 1 B), and the other was caught near Napassoq (Division 1 C). 

In ~oastal waters in Division 1 F haddock and coalfish 
occurred in iarger numbers·than usual. 

'fhere was also plenty of herring in Division 1 F in August
September. 

8. Status of the fisheries. 

a. Cod. 

The total output of the cod fishery in Subarea 1 in 1964 
was, according to statistical tables (Res.Doc. 7), 3J5,299 tons which 
is about 76,400 tons less than in 196J. All nations, except Norway 
and Spain had smaller catches than in 1963. The inshore fishery for 
cod carried out by the Greenlanders dropped more than 8,000 tons to 
22,000 tons. The pound net fishery in spring gave mostly small cod, 
and the occurrence of large cod in the coastal region was poor. The 
decrease in the Greenlanders cod fishery may, however, to some degree 
be ascribed to an increasing interest in the prawn and salmon fisheries 
which give more money with less work. 

'fhe Faroese catch decreased about 11,800 tons to 65, 9Jl tons. 
Germany caught, in 1964, 94,000 tons or about 42,000 tons less than 
in 196J. The catch in 1964 was the poorest the German fishing fleet 
has had in Subarea 1. On the other hand, the Germanfishlng increased 
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considerably off East Greenland where 29,350 tons of cod were taken 
during the spawning season. 

Iceland has mostly fished in Divisions 1 D and 1 E. 
catches per 100 hours were about the same in both divisions, 
1 E the output was smaller than in the previous year. 

The 
but in 

The total French catch was about 35,000 tons or 1,400 tons 
less than in 1963. 

As mentioned above, Norway was one of the 
a better fishery in 1964 than in the year before. 
catch was about 35,000 tons. 

two countries with 
The Norwegian 

Poland made only one trip to Subarea 1 in 1964. 
poor occurrence of cod, the trawlers moved to Subarea 2. 
were caught in Subarea 1. 

Owing to 
Only 95 tons 

Portugal had a decrease of about 10,000 tons from 63,000 tons 
in 1963 to 53,000 in 1964. 

Like in 1963, Spain has only had little fishing activity in 
Subarea 1. Within a few days, 781 tons of cod were caught which means 
265 more than in 1963. 

UK fished in Divisions 1 E and 1 F and reached about the same 
catch as in 1963, namely 26,735. The catch per 100 hours remained 
steady. 

USSR did not carry out commercial fishery in Subarea 1. 
Russian research vessels operating in the Subarea caught 760 tons of 
coo. 

b. Redfish. 

Germany and Iceland were the only nations which fished larger 
quantities of redfish in Subarea 1 in 1964. The German catch of red
fish, however, dropped from 42,801} tons 'in 1963 to 24,119 tons in 1964. 
During the last six years the catch per fishing day decreased steadily 
from 12.5 tons to 3.7 tons. According to the German research report 
the stock of redfish, since 1960, has diminished to such a degree that 
the catch of redfish must be considered as a by-catch. 

Off East Greenland the German fishery for redfish was impor
tant. However, the stock is decreasing and it must be assumed that 
in future the catches off East Greenland will continue to decrease. 
The catch of redfish per fishing day off Southeast Greenland dropped 
from 23.1 tons in 1962 to 15 tons in 1964. 

Iceland fished for redfish in all Divisions except 1 A and 
1 C. The best fishery was carried out in 1 D but the catch per unit 
of effort has decreased since 1963. The total Iceland catch in 
Subarea 1 in 1964 was 1.954 tons. UK, Greenland and Norway caught 523, 
222 and 116 tons redfish, respectively. 
c. Forecast for the cod fishery. 

Denmark, Norway and USSR have given forecasts for the cod 
fishery in Subarea 1 in the nearest future. All ag~ee that the 1960 
year-class will be of importance to the fishery in the coming years. 
Denmark and USSR consider 1961 as an important year-class. 

USSR expects a good fishery in the first two-three years 
owing to the rich 1960 and 1961 year-classes. 
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Norway prediots a further deorease of the year-olasses 1957 
and 1958. Denmark expeots that year-olasses older than 1956 will 
nearly disappear, the 1956 year-olass will deorease, but still retain
ing some importanoe 1n 1 F. The'year-olasses 1957 and 1958 will still 
ocour 1n 1 D and 1 E. Bather small ood will oonstitute a high per
oentage in the oatohes in 1965. 

4. Salmon. 

A gill-net fishery for salmon was carried out in inshore 
water by the Greenlanders. The oatch increased from 420 tons in 196) 
to about 1,500 tons in 1964. 
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