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I. Proposals 

A. 1952 - Subarea 5 

"iii. (1) No vessel while operating in Sub-area 5 shall use any device by means of which the mesh in any part of a trawl net is obstructed or otherwise in effect diminished. 

(2) Notwithstanding the prOVisions of the foregoing sub-paragraph, it shall not be deemed unlawful to attach to the underside of the cod-end of a trawl net any canvas, netting, or other material, for the purpose of preventing or reducing wear and tear." 
(ICNAF Handbook, p.61-62) 

Date of entry into force, Subarea 5: 13 June 1953 
B. 1955 - Subareas 3. 4 and 5 

"III. That the Contracting Governmants prohibit the use, by any person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or device, other than those described in paragraph IV, which would obstruct the meshes of the trawl net. 
IV. That the Contracting Governments permit (1) any canvas, netting or other material to be attached to the underside only of the cod-and of a trawl net to reduce and prevent damage and (2) a rectangular piece of netting to be attached to the upper side of the cod-end of the trawl net to reduce and prevent damage so long as such netting conforms to the following conditions: 
(a) This netting shall not have a me sh size less tl1an that specified in paragraph I. For the purposes of this sub-paragraph, the 4 1/2 inch or 114 mm. mesh size when measured wet after use shall be taken to be the average of the measurements of twenty consecutive meshes in a series across the netting, such measurements to be lll3.de with a like gauge inserted into the mashes as specified in paragraph I hereof. 

(b) This netting may be fastened to the cod-end only along the forward and lateral edges of the netting and at no other place in it and shall not .exceed 16 meshes in length counted parallel to the long axis of the cod-end. 
(c) The width of this netting shall be at least one and a half times the width of the area of the cod-end which is covered, such widths to be measured at right angles to the long axis of the codend. 
The same mesh regulation was recommended for Subarea 4. Basically the same mesh regulation was recommended for Subarea 3, the mesh size here to be only 4 inches or 102 mm. with the necessary consequent cl~es in the protective netting." 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.64-65) 





- 2 -

Date of entry into force, Subarea 3: -, •. ~.-.--~- ':o</,I,a) An hl ____ E ___ ~ E ) 
II 4: 

5: 

a) Para.IV effective 1 January 1958 at request of France 

C. 1957 - Subareas 3. 4 and 5 

"IV(b) 

~his netting may be fastened to the cod-end only 
along the forward and lateral edges of the netting 
and at no other place in it, and shall be fastened 
in such a nnnner that it extends forward of the 
splitting strap no more than four meshes and ends 
not less than four meshes in front of the cod line 
mesh. II 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.67) 

Date of entry into force, Subarea )*: 
" 4: 2 April 1960 
" 5: 28 September 1958. 

*Accepted with reservations for stern trawlers by UK: 
29 April 1959 

Accepted with reservations for stern trawlers by USSR: 
26 August 1961 

Accepted with reservations for stern trawlers by Poland: 
3 September 1965. 

D. 1961 - Subareas 1, 2. 3 

"4. ~he Contracting Governments prohibit the use, by any 
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or 
device, other than those described in paragraph 5, which 
would obstruct the meshes of the nets or which would other
wise,in effect, diminish the size of the meshes of the nets. 

5. ~he Contracting Governments permit (1) any canvas, net
ting, or other material to be attached to the underside 
only of the cod-end of a net to reduce and prevent damage 
and (2) a rectangular piece of netting to be attached to 
the upper side of the cod-end of the net to reduce and 
prevent damage so long as such netting conforms to the 
following conditions: 

(a) ~his netting shall not have a mesh size less than that 
specified in plragraph 1. For the purposes of this 
sub-paragrallh, the 114 rnm. or 4 1/2" mesh size when 
measured wet after use shall be taken to be the aver
age of the measurements of twenty consecutive meshes 
in a series across the netting, such measurements to 
be made with a like gauge inserted into the meshes as 
specified in paragTaph 1 hereof. 

(b) ~his netting may be fastened to the cod-end only along 
the forward and lateral edges of the netting and at no 
other place in it and shall be fastened in such a man
ner that it extends forward of the splitting strap no 
more than 4 meshes and ends not less than 4 merules in 
front of the cod-line mesh. 

(c) ~he width of this netting shall be at least one and a 
llRlf times the width of the area of the cod-end which 
is covered, such widths to be measured &t right angles 
to the long axis of the codend. 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.69-70) 

Date of entry into force, Subarea. 1H: 
II 2*: 
II 3*: 

HAccepted with reserwtions for stern 

Accepted with reservations for stern 

trawlers by UK: 
29 January 1962 

trawlers by Poland: 
3 September 1965. 

I')D 
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E. 1961 - Subarea 4 

"3. The Contracting Governments prohibit the use, by any 
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or 
deVice, other than those described in paragraph 4, which 
would obstruct the me she s of nets or which would otherwise, 
in effect, diminish the size of the meshes of the nets. 

4. The Contracting Governments pe~t (1) any canvas, net
ting, or other naterial to be attached to the urrlerside only 
of the cod-end of a net to reduce and prevent damage and (2) 
a rectangular piece of netting to be attached to the upper 
side of the cod-end of the net to reduce and prevent damage . 
so long as such netting conforms to the followine; condi tionsii 

(a) This netting shall not have a mesh size less than that 
spe cified in paragraph 1. For the purposes of this sub
paragraph, the 114 mm. or 4 1/2" mesh size when measured 
wet after use shall be taken to be the average of the 
measurements of twenty consecutive meru~s in a series 
across the netting, such measurements to be made with 
a like gauge inserted into the meshes as specified in 
paragraph 1 hereof. 

(b) This netting nay be fastened to the cod-end only along 
the fOI'Vlard and lateral edges of the netting and at no 
other place in it and shall be fastened in such a man
ner that it extends fOI'Vlard of the splitting strap no 
more than 4 meshes and ends not less than 4 meshes in 
front of the codline mesh. 

(c) The width of this netting shall be at least one and a 
half time s the width of the area of the cod-end which 
is covered, such widths to be measured at right angles 
to the long axis of the cod-end." 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.72-73) 

Date of entry into force, Subarea 4H I 

H accepted with reservation for stern trawlers by USSR: 
8 May 1964. 

F. 1963 - Subareas 1. 2 and 3 

"IV. The Contracting Governments prohibit the use, by any 
person to whom this proposal would apply of any means or 
devi ce, 0 the r than tho se de scri be d in I-Bragra ph 5, whi ch 
would obstruct the meshes of the nets or which would other
wise, in effect, diminish the size of the nets, provided 
that devices nay be attached to the upper side of the cod
end in such a manner that they will not obstruct the meshes 
of the codend. Any such device must have the approval of 
the Commission based on scientific advice that the attached 
devices do not obstruct the meshes or reduce significantly 
the selectivity of the codend. Any approval so given may 
be withdrawn at any time on giving not less than twelve 
months' notice to the contracting government. 

"V. The Contracting Governments permit any canvas, net
ting or other naterial to be attached to the underside 
only of the cod-end of a net to reduce and prevent damage." 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.73-74) 

Date of entry into force, Subarea 1H, 

" ~: 
" 3: 

H Accepted with reservation for stern 

Accepted with reservation for stern 

trawlers by USSR: 
8 May 1964 

trawlerB by Poland: 
3 September 1965. 
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G. 1963 - Subarea 4 

"I II • The Contracting Government prohi bi t the use, by any 
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or 
device, other than tr.ose described in plragraph 4, which 
would obstruct the meshes of the nets, or which would 
otherwise, in effect, diminish the size of the meshes of 
the nets, provided that devices may be attached to the up
per side of the codend in such a manner that they will 
not obstruct the meshes of the codend. Any such device 
must have the approval of the Commission oosed on scientific 
advice that the attached devices do not obstruct the meshes 
or reduce significantly the selectivity of the codend. Any 
approval so given may be withdrawn, at any time on giving 
not less than twelve months' notice to the contracting 
government. 

"IV. The Contracting Governments permit any canvas, net
ting or other material to be attached to the underside only 
of the cod-end of a net to reduce and prevent damage. II 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.74-75) 

Date of entry into force, Suoorea 4*: 

H Accepted with reservation for stern trawlers by USSR: 
8 May 1964. 

H. 1963 - Subarea 5 

"III. The Contracting Governments prohi bi t the use, by any 
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or 
device, other than those described in plragraph 4, which 
would otherwise, in effect, diminish the size of the meshes 
of the nets, provided that devices may be attached to the 
upper side of the codend in such a manner that they will 
not obstruct the meshes of the cod end. Any such device 
must have the approval of the Commission based on scien
tific advice that the attached devices do not obstruct the 
meshes or reduce significantly the selectivity of the cod
end. Any approval so given lray be withdrawn at any time 
on giving not less than twelve months' notice to the con
tracting government. 

"IV. The Contracting Governments permit any canvas, net
ting or other material to be attached to the underside only 
of the cod-end of a net to reduce and prevent damage. II 

(ICNAF Handbook, p.75-76) 

Date of entry into force, Suoorea 5*: 

H Accepted with reservation for stern trawlers by USSR: 
8 May 1964. 

II. Views regarding conditional acceptance of proposals re topside 
chafing gear 

The views of the Government of the USA regarding conditional 
acceptance are contained in a Department of State note of 9 Decem
ber 1964 circulated to Contracting Governments. The circular note 
reads, in part, as followsl 

" ••• Wi th respect to the aforementioned condi tianal acceptance 
of the proposed trawl fishery regulations for sub-areas 1, 2, 
3, 4, and 5 transmitted with the Department of State's cir
cular notes of July 30, 1963 and September 30, 1963, the 
Government of the United States of America wishes to inform 
the Governments concerned that it is not prepared to express 
its views on the conditional acceptance pending receipt of 
clarification of the intent of the Government of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist RepubliCS, which clarification has been re
quested of the Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
.Republics. The note from the Embassy of the Union of Soviet 

!; Socialist Republics states the. t the Soviet Government accepts 
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the amendments on condition that the ru1ea set forth therein 
may be chanced correspondingly to apply to Soviet trawlers 
with stern trawl, as provided for with regard to English traw
lers with stern trawl. The United Kingdom has made no reser
vation in accepting the 1963 proposals'; the United Kingdom did, 
however, accept previous regulations on the condition that 
the United Kingdom could ma}{e SUCh modifications as might be 
necessary to suit the operation of stern trawlers. Oonsequent
ly, a Question arises as to whe~ler the Soviet conditional 
acceptance is intended to exempt Soviet stern trawlers com
pletely from Commission decisions on chafing gear." 

In addition, a memorandum dated 8 March 1966 to the Oommis
sioners of the International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries from the United States Commissioners regarding the status 
of conservation proposals points out that the topside chafing gear 
problem has resulted in the failure of the Commission's conserva-
tion measures to keep race with the of the fishery. The 
memorandum has been circulated as ICNAF Oommissioners' Document No. 
66-16 for consideration at the 16th Annual Meeting. 

The views of the Government of the USSR are expressed in a 
note from the Embassy of the USSR in Washington, dated 3 May 1965. 
The note transmits the text of the fishing reguJations presently in 
effect for Soviet vessels fishing in the Convention Area. The regu
lations contain a description of the topside cbafing gear and pro
vide rules for its use on USSR stern trawlers. 

The English language translation of the note and regulations, 
as prepared by the Department of State and circulated to Oontract
ing Governments on 26 October 1965,is as follows: 

(Embossed Seal of the USSR) 

"Embassy of tbe Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 

No.13 

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics pre
sents its compliments to the Department of State of the United 
States of America and, referring to its circular note, dated 
December 9, 1964, has the honor to transmit, at the request of the 
competent fisheries organizations of the USSR, the Fishing Regula
tions presently in effect for Soviet vessels engaged in fishing in 
the Northwest Atlantio Ooean. These Regulations contain a deuorip
tion of the topside chafing gear of trawl nets (cmfers) and provide 
rules for its use on Soviet stern trawlers. 

I~umerous experiments have shown that the use of such chafing 
gear on Soviet vessels has practically no effect on the coefficient 
of selectiveness of the cod-end of the trawl net, which, moreover, 
is thus protected against danfJ. ee. 

"The conditional acceptance b:l' t:':1e Soviet side of the Ground
fish Trawling Regulations, approved by tIle International Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries COmmission, dated June 10, 1961, and amendments 
thereto, which were adopted by the Oomnission on June 7, 1963, sig
nifies that Soviet stern trawlers will use topside chafing gear on 
the cod-ends of trawl nets, the description of which, together with 
rules for its use, is contained in the above-mentioned Soviet Regu
lations, until experimental work on finding an improved design of 
cod-onds, without topside chafing gear, has been completed. 
ENCLOSURE: the above mentioned. 

Department of State, 
United States of America, 

Washington, D. O. " 

Washington, May 3, 1965 . 
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"I."ISHING REGUlATIONS 

for Soviet vessels operating in the area of applicqtion of the 
International Convention on Northl'/est Atlantic Fisheries of 1949. 

Arttq,le 1 

These regulations, adopted in acoordance with the recommend
ations of the Internation9,1 Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Commission, 
apply to the waters of the Northwest Atlantic, except territorial 
waters, bounded by a line beB'innine at a pOint on the coast of 
Rhode Island in 71 240'west longitude; thence due south to 39 200' 
north latitude; thence due east to 421100'west loneitude; thence due 
north to 59 200' north latitude; thence dU6 west to 44 200' west 
longitude; thence due north to the coast of Greenland; thence along 
the west coast of Greenland to 78 11 10' north latitude; thence south
ward to a point in 75 200' north latitude and 73 230' west longitude; 
thence along a rhurnb line to a point in 69 200' north latitude and 
59 1100' west lonei tude; thence due south to 61 IlOO' north latitude; 
thence due west to 64 230' west lonc;i tude; thence due, south to the 
coast of Labrador; thence in a southerly direction along the coast 
of Labrador to the southern terminus of its boundary with Quebec; 
thence in a westerly direction along the coast of Quebec, and in an 
easterly and southerly direction along the coasts of New Brunmvick. 
Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton Island to Cabot Strait; thence along 
the coasts of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Maine, New Hampshire, ll'lassachusetts, and, Rhode Island to the point 
of beginning. 

Sub-area 1 lie s to ti.le nort:1 and east of a rhumb line from a 
point in 75 200' north latitude and 73 Q30' weot lonc;itude to a point 
in 69 200' north latitude and 59 200' west lone;itude; east of 59 QoO' 
west lonei tude; and to the north s,nd east of [l. rhumb line from a. 
point in 61200' north illtitude and 59 QOO' west lonc:itude to a :nolnt 
in 52 2 15' nOJ.'th latitude and 42 200' weet loneitnde} 

Sub-area 2 lies soutl1 and west of sub-area 1 defined above and 
to the north of the parallel of 52Q 15 'north latitude; 

Sub-area 3 lies south of the parallel of 52 11 15' north latitude; 
and to the east of a line extending due north from Cape Bauld on 
the north coast of NewfolUldland to 52Q15' north latitude; to the 
north of the parallel of 39 200' north latitude; and to the east and 
north of a rhumb line extending in u northwesterly direction which 
passes through a point in 43 1130' north latitude 55 200' west longi
tude, in the direction of a point in 47250' north latitude, 601100' 
west, longitude, until i tintersects a straight line connecting Cape 
Ray, on the coast of Newfoundland, with Cape North on Cape Breton 
Island; thence in a northeasterly direction along said line to Cape 
Ray; 

Sub-area 4 lies to the west of Sub-area 3 defined above, and to 
the east of a line beginning at the terminus of the boundary between 
the USA and Camda in Grand lITanan Channel, at a point in 44 1146_'35.34" 
north latitude! 66 11 54'11.23" west longitude; thence due south to the 
parallel of 43!!50'north latitude; thence due west to the meridian 
of 67 240' west longi tude; thence due south to the . parallel of 
42 11 20' north latitude; thence due east to 66200' west longitude; 
thence along a rhumb line in a southeasterly direction to a pOint in 
42 200' north latitude and up to 65 Q40' west longitude; thence due 
south to the parallel of 39 QOO' north latitude; 

Sub-area 5 lies west of the western boundary of sub-area 4 
defined above. 

Article 2 

Fishing for groundfish with trawl nets rrade of rranila twine hav
ing a mesh size of less than 114 nun, when measured wet after use, is 
prohibited (except in cases provided for in Article 3). 
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Trawl nets made of other netting material used in bottom fish
ing must be of a selectivity equivalent to that of a 114 mm manila 
nat. 

In determining the mesh size of dry nets or of nets which have 
not been in use, appropriate coefficients shall be applied. 

Measurement of the me sh is carried out with a wedge-shaped 
ICNAF gauge (having a ta~)er of 2 cm in 8 cm and a thiclmess of 2.3 
mm), inserted into the meshes under a pressure of not less than 
4.5 kg nor more than 6.8 kg. 

!\Tesh size shall be taken to be: 

a) In the cod-end of the net, the average of the measurements 
of 50 consecutive meshes, running parallel to the long axis of the 
cod-end, beginning at the after end of the cod-end, and being at 
lea st 10 me she s from the la cings. 

If tr.e cod-end is less than 50 meshes in length, the average 
of the measurements of the meshes in any series of consecutive 
meshes running the full length of the cod-end, parallel to the long 
axis of the cod-end and at least 10 mesbes from the lacings; 

b) In any part of the net other than the COd-end, the average 
of the measurements of any series of 20 consecutive meshes, such 
series to be at least 10 meshes from the lacings. 

Article 3 

Twine nets having a mesh size smaller than defined in Article 
2 may be used: 

a) In Divisions 3N, 30 and 3P of sub-area 3 (said divisions are 
bounded by a line beginning at Cape st. Mary on the island of 
Newfoundland and extending to the southwest to a point in 46 QOO' 
north latitude and 54 230' west longitude, thence due east along the 
parallel 46 QOO' north latitude to 46 g30' west longitude, thence due 
south to 39 1100' north latitude and further along the southern and 
western boundaries of sub-area 3), by vessels fishing primarily for 
rockfish, so long as such vessels do not have on board cod (together 
with other species of fish, excepting haddock and rockfish) or had
dock (together with other species of fish, excepting cod and rock
fish) in amounts in excess of 10% by weight, for each speCies, of 
all ~ish on board; 

b) In sub-area 4 by vessels fishing primarily for species 
other than cod, haddock and flounder, so long as such vessels do 
not have on board cod, haddock and flounder in amounts in excess of 
2265 kg or 10% by weight, for each species, of all nsh on board, 
whichever is greater; . 

c) In sub-area 5, by vessels engaged in fishing primarily for 
species other than cod and haddock so long as such vessels do not 
have on board cod and haddock in amounts in excess of 2265 kg or 
10% by weight, for each speCies, of all fish on board, whichever 
is greater. 

In addition, in sub-area 5, small-mesh trawls may be used so 
long as a vessel does not catch, in any 12-month period, cod and 
haddock in amounts in excess of 10% by weight, for each speCies, of 
all the trawl-caught fish taken by such vessel in that period. 

Article 4 

The use of any device by means of which the mesh (of a trawl 
net) is obstructed or made smaller (such as double cod-ends, topside 
chafing gear, etc.) is prohibited (except in the cases provided for 
in Articles 5 and 6). 



',' - ,_1 _ 

Article 5 

Stern trawlers may use llE-lf-cod-ends (?) (netting?) for the pur
pose of strenGtllenj.Tl£; tLe cod-end of the trawl net, provided tl18 t: 

a) The half-cad-end (?) is m~'de of the same rraterial as tbe cod
end and has the sa~e mesh size and the sa:'18 number of meshes in width 
as the cod-end; 

b) It is of a length equal to half the length of the cod-end 
and is placed in the lower part of the cOd-end; 

c) It is fastened to the cod-end, mel3h for mesh, along the for
ward and lateral edges; 

d) In order to prevent displacement in relation to the cod-end, 
the meshes of both are fastened with a lengthwise line, GOing 
through the center and branchin[,; out at the ends, or with crosswise 
line s, placed every two meters; the after ends 0 f the cod-end and 
half-cod-end are jOined and fastened in the usual n18nner. 

Article 6 

Canvas, cowhides, netting or other material may be fastened to 
the underside of the cod-end of a trawl net for the purpose of re
ducing or preventing darrage to the net. 

Article 7 

The measures for reguJatine fishing provided by tl18 preoent 
Regulations are hereby adopted; n R.ccord'II1Ce with the Provisions 
for preserving t~e stocks of fish and regulating fishing in the 
waters of the USSR, approved h:\' Decree 110.1045 of the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR, dated September 15, 1958. 


