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I. ZProposals

A,

1952 ~ Subarea 5

"1ii, (1) No vessel while operating in Sub-area 5 shal]
use any device by means of which the mesh in
any part of a trawl net is obstructed or other-
wise in effect diminished.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of the foregoing
sub-paragraph, it shall not be deemed unlawful
to attach to the underside of the cod-end of a
trawl net any canvas, netting, or other material
for the purpose of preventing or reducing wear

and tear."
(ICNAF Hendbook, p.61-62)

’

Date of entry into force, Subarea 5: 13 June 1953
1955 — Subareas 3, 4 and 5

“LII. That the Contracting Governments prohibit the use,
by any person to whom this proposal would apply, of any
means or device, other than those described in paragraph
IV, which would obstruct the meshes of the trawl net.

Iv. That the Contracting Governments permit (1) any
canvas, netting or other material to be attached to the
underside only of the cod—end of a trawl net to reduce
and prevent damage and (2) a rectangular piece of netting
to be attached to the upper side of the cod-end of the
trawl net to reduce and prevent damge so long as such
netting conforms to the following conditions:

() This netting shall not have a mesh size less than
that specified in para ph I. PFor the purposes of this
sub-paragraph, the 4 1/2 inch or 114 mm. mesh size when
measured wet after use shall be taken to be the average
of the measurements of twenty consecutive meshes in a
series across the netting, such measurements to be mde
with a like gauge inserted into the meshes as specified
in paragraph I hereof.

(b) This netting may be fastened to the cod-end only
along the forward and lmteral edges of the netting and
at no other place in it end shall not exceed 16 msghea
in length counted parallel to the long axis of the cod-end.

(¢) The width of this netting shall be at least one and
2 half times the width of the area of the codeend which
ig covered, such widths to be measured at right angles +o
the long axis of the codend,

The same mesh regulation was recommended for Subarea 4.
Bagically the same mesh regulation was recommended for
Subarea 3, the mesh size here to be only 4 inches or

102 mm, with the necessary consequent changes in the
protective netting,"

(ICHAF Handbook, p.64-65)






Date of entry into force, Subarea 3: 29 November 195 ;
" 4: 29 Hovember 1
5: 26 March j

a) Para.IV effective 1 Janwary 1958 at request of France
1957 ~ Subareas 3, 4 and 5
"IV(b)

This netting mey be fastened to the cod—end only
along the forward and lateral edges of the netting
and at no other place in 1t, and shall be fastened
in such a manner that it extends forward of the
splitting strap no more than four meshes and ends
noghl?ss than four meshes in front of the cod line
nesh ., "

(ICNAF Handbook, p.67)

Date of entry into force, Subarea 3¥:
‘ " 4 ¢+ 2 AprI1 1960
" 5 ¢ 28 September 1958,

®Accepted with reservations for stern trawlers by UK:
29 April 1959
Accepted with reservations for stern trawlers by USSR
26 August 1961
Accepted with reservations for stern trawlers by Poland:
3 September 1965,

1961 - Subareas 1, 2, 3

"4, The Contracting Governments prohibit the use, by any
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or
device, other than those described in paragraph 5, which
would obstruct the meshes of the nets or which would other-
wise,in effect, diminish the size of the meshes of the nets,

5. The Contracting Govermments permit (1) any canvas, net-
ting, or other material to be attached to the urderside
only of the cod-end of a net {o reduce and prevent damsge
end (2) =a rectangular piece of netting to be attached to
the upper side of the cod-end of the net to reduce and
provent demage so long as such netting conforms to the
following conditions:

() This netting shall not have a mesh size less than that
specified in parsgraph 1. For the purposes of this
sub-paragraph, the 114 mm. or 4 1/2" mesh size when
measured wet after use shall be taken to be the aver-
age of the measurements of twenty consecutive meshes
in a series across the netting, such measurements %o
be made with & like geuge inserted into the meshes es
specified in paregraph 1 hereof.

(b) This netting may be fastened to the cod-end only along
the forward and lateral edges of the netting and at no
other place in it and shall be fastened in such s man—
ner that it extends forward of the splitting strap no
more than 4 meshes and ends not less than 4 meshes in
front of the cod-line mesh.

(c) The width of this netting shall be et least one and &
half times the width of the area of the codwend which
is covered, such widths to be meagured st right angles
to the long exis of the codend.

(ICNAF Handbook, p.69~T0)

Date of entry into force, Subarea 1::
" 2. .
n 3&5 :

¥Accepted with reservetions for stern trawlers by UK:

29 Januvary 1962
Accerpted with reservetions for stern trawlers by Polands:

3 September 1965,



F.

1961 - Suberea 4

W3, The Contracting Governments prohibit the use, by any
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any meens or
device, other than those described in paragraph 4, which
would obstruct the meshes of nets or which would otherwise,
in effect, diminish the size of the meshes of the nets,

4. The Contracting Governments permit (1) eny canves, net-
ting, or other material to be attached to the underside onl
of the cod-end of & net to reduce and prevent dammge and (ZX
a rectangular piece of netting to be attached to the upper
gide of the cod-end of the net to reduce and prevent damage
ac long &s such netting conforms to the following conditionsi

(&) This netting shall not have a megh size less than that
specified in paregreph 1. For the purposes of this sub=-
peregroph, the 114 mm. or 4 1/2" mesh size when mea.sured
wet after use shall be taken to be the average of ths
measurements of twenty consecutive meshes in & geries
goroas the netting, such measurements to be mede with
& like gauge inserted into the meshes as specified in
paragraph 1 hereof.

(b) This netting mey be fastened to the cod-end only along
the forward and lateral edges of the netting and at no
other place in it and shall be fagtened in such a man=
ner that it extends forward of the splitting strap no
more then 4 meshes and ends not less than 4 meshes in
front of the codline mesh.

(o) The width of this netting shall be &t least one and &
helf times the width of the area of the cod-end which
418 covered, such widths to be measured at right angles

to the long exis of the cod-end."
(IONAF Handbook, p.72-73)

Date of entry into force, Subarea 4%,

¥ geocepted with reservation for stern trewlers by USSR:
8 May 1964,

1963 — Subereas {1, 2 and 3

"IV, The Conirecting Governments prohibit the use, by any
person to whom this proposal would apply of any means or
device, other than those deseribved in reregraph 5, which
would obstruct the meshes of the nets or which would other-
wige, in effect, diminish the size of the nets, provided
that devices may be attached to the upper gide of the cod-
ond in such s mammer that they will not obstruct the meshes
of the codend, Any such device must have the approval of
the Commission besed on scientific advice +hat the attached
devices do not obstruct the meshes or reduce significantly
the smelectivity of the codend. Any approval so given may
be withdrawn at eny time on giving not less than twelve
months’ notice to the contracting government.

"y, The Contracting Governmenis permit any canves, net-

ting or other material to be attached to ‘the underside

only of the cod-end of a net to reduce and prevent damage."
(ICNAF Hendbook, p.T3-T74)

Date of entry into force, Subarea
fn

1%
o%,
3%,

¥ Accepted with reservation for stern trawlers bg USSR
May 1964
Accepted with reservation for stern trawlers by Poland:
3 September 1965.



1963 = Suberez 4

"ITI. The Contracting Government prohibit the use, by any
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or
device, other than trose described in paragraph 4, which
would obstruct the meshes of the nets, or which would
otherwise, in effect, diminish the size of the meshes of
the nets, provided that devices may be attached to the up-~
per side of the codend in such & manner that they will

not obstruct the meshes of the codend. Any such device
must have the approval of the Commission based on scientific
advice that the attached devices do not obstruct the meshes
or reduce significantly the selectivity of the codend. Any
approvel so given may be withdrawn, at any time on giving
not less than twelve months’ notice to the contracting
government,

"Iv. The Contracting Governments permit eny canvas, net-

ting or other material to be attached to the underside only

of the cod-end of & net 1o reduce and prevent damage."
(ICNAF Handbook, p.74-75)

Date of entry into forece, Subarea 4%:

K Accepted with reservation for sterm trawlers by USSR:
8 May 1964.

1963 - Subarea 5

"III. The Contracting Governments prohibit the use, by any
person to whom this proposal would apply, of any means or
device, other than those deseribed in paragraph 4, which
would otherwise, in effect, diminish the size of the meshes
of the nets, provided that devices may be attached to the
upper side of the codend in such & manner that they will
not obetruct the meshes of the codend. Any such device
must have the approval of the Commission based on scien-
tilic advice that the attached devices do not obstruct the
meshes or reduce significantly the selectivity of the cod-
end. Any approval so given may be withdrawn at any time

on giving not less than twelve months’ notice to the con-
tracting government.

"IV. The Contracting Governments perrit any canvas, net-

ting or other rmmterial to be attached to the underside only

of the cod-end of & net to reduce end prevent dammge,"
(ICNAP Handbook, p.75-T76)

Date of entry into force, Subaree 5%

® Accepted with reservation for stern trawlers by USSR:
8 lay 1964,

II. Views regarding conditional accepiance of proposals re topside

chafing gear

The views of the Government of the USA regarding conditional
acceptance are contained in a Department of State note of 9 Decem-
ber 1964 circulated to Contracting Governments. The eircular note
reads, in part, as followss

",..With respect to the aforementioned conditional acceptance
of the proposed trawl fishery regulations for sub-ereas 1, 2,
3, 4, and 5 transmitted with the Department of State’s cir-
cular notes of July 30, 1963 end September 30, 1963, the
Government of the United States of Americe wishes to inform
the Governments concerned that it is not prepared to express
its views on the conditional acceptance pending receipt of
clarification of the intent of the Government of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, which clarification has been re-
quested of the Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. The note from the Embassy of the Union of Soviet

v Socialist Republics states thet the Soviet Government accepts

!



the amendments .on condition that the rules set forth therein
may be chanzed correspondingly to apply to Soviet trawlers
with stern trawl, as provided for with regard to English traw-.
lers with stern trawl, The United Kingdom has made no reser-
vation in accepting the 1963 proposals; the United Kingdom did,
however, accept previous regulations on the condition that

the United Kingdom could make such modifications as might be
necessary to suit the operation of siern trawlers. Consequent-
ly, & question arises &s to whether the Soviet conditional
gcceptance is intended to exempt Sovied gtern trawlers com-
pletely from Commission decisions on chafing gear."

In addition, a memorandum dated 8 March 1966 to the Commis-
sioners of the International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic
Ficheries from the United States Commissioners regarding the status
of conservation proposals points out thet the topside chafing gear
problem has resulted in the failure of the Commission’s conserva-
tion measures to keep pece with the of the fishery., The
memorandum has been circulated as ICNAF Commissioners’ Document No,
66-16 for consideration 2t the 16th Annual Meeting.

The views of the Government of the USSR are expressed in &
note from the Embassy of the USSR in Washington, dated 3 May 1965,
The note transmits the text of the fishing regulations presently in
offect for Soviet vessels fishing in the Convention Area. The regu-—
iations contain & description of the topside chefing gear and pro-—
vide rules for its use on USSR stern trawlers,

The English language translation of the note and regulations,
ag prepared by the Department of State and circulated to Contract-
ing Governments on 26 October 1965,is as followss

(Embossed Seal of the USSR)

"Emba gsy of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics

No.13

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics pre-
sentes its compliments to the Department of State of the United
States of America and, referring to its circular note, dated
December 9, 1964, has the honor to transmit, at the request of the
competent fisheries orgenizations of the USSR, the Fishing Regula-
tions presently in effect for Soviet vessels engaged in fishing in
the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, These Regulations contain a descrip-
tion of the topside chafing geer of trawl nets (ctafers) and provide
rules for its use on Soviet stern trawlers,

"umerous experiments have shown that the use of such chafing
goar on Soviet vessels has practically no effect on the coefficient
of selectiveness of the cod-end of the trawl net, which, moreover,
is thus protected against damege,

"he conditional acceptance by the Soviet side of the Ground-
fish Trawling Regulations, approved by the Intermational Northwest
Atlantic Pisheries Commission, datad June 10, 1961, and amendments
thereto, which were adopted by the Commission on June 7, 1963, sig-
nifies that Soviet stern trawlers will use topside chafing gear on
the cod~ends of trawl nets, the description of which, together with
rules for its use, is contained in the above-mentioned Soviet Regu-
lations, until experimental work on finding an improved design of
cod-onds, without topside chafing gear, has been completed.
ENCIOSURE: the above mentioned.

Department of State, Washington, May 3, 1965 -
United States of America,
Washington, D.C, "
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"PISHING REGULIATIONS

for Soviet vesgels operating in the area of application of the
International Convention on Northwest Atlantic Fisheries of 1949,

Article 1

These regulations, adopted in accordance with the recommend—
ations of the Internationul Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Commisgion,
apply to the waters of the Northwest Atlantic, except territorial
waters, bounded by & line beginning at & point on the coast of
Rhode Island in 71240 ‘west longitudes; thence due south to 392007
north latitude; thence due east to 42800 ‘west longitude; thence due
north to 592007 north latitude; thence dus west to 44200’ west
longitude; thence due north to the coast of Gresenland; thence along
the west coast of Greenland to 78210’ north latitude; thence south—
ward to & point in 75200’ north latitude and 73230 west longitude;
thence along a rhumb line to & point in 69200° north latitude and
59200 west longitude; thence due south to 619200’ north latitude:
thence due west to 64230’ west longitude; thence dus. south to the
coagt of Iabrador; thence in a southerly direction along the coast
of ILabrador to the southern terminus of its bourdary with Quebec:
thence in & westerly direction along the coast of Quebec, and in an
easterly and southerly direction along the coasts of New Brumswick,
Nova Scotiam, and Caps Breton Island to Cabot Strait; thence along
the coasts of Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
lMeine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island to the point
of beginning.

Sub=area 1 lieg to the north and east of a rhumb line from a
point in 75200' north latitude and 73230' west longitude to a woint
in 69200' north latitude and 59900' west longitude; east of 59°000!
wegt longitude; and to the north and east of a rhumb line from 8
point in 61200' north latitude and 59200' west longsitude to & noint
in 52215' north latitude and 42200' weot longitudej

Sub-areas 2 lies south and west of sub-area 1 defined above and
to the north of the parallel of 52215 north latitude;

Sub-area 3 lies south of the parallel of 52215’ north latitude}
end to the east of a line extending due north from Cape Bauld on
the north coast of Newfoundland to 52215 north latitude; to the
north of the parallel of 39200 north latitude; and to the east and
north of a rhumb line extending in u northwesterly direction which
rasses through a point in 43230’ north latitude, 55200’ west longi-
tude, in the direction of a point in 47250 north latitude, 60200°
west longltude, until it intersects a straight line connecting Cape
Ray, on the coast of Newfoundland, with Cape North on Cape Breton
égland; thence in a northeasterly direction along said line to Cape

ys -

Sub-area 4 lies to the west of Sub-area 3 defined above, and to
the east of a line beginning at the terminus of the boundary betwesn
the USA and Camada in Grand Manan Channel, at a point in 44246135, 34"
north latitude, 662541'11,23" west longitude; thence due south to the
parallel of 43550',north Iatitude; thence due west to the meridian
of 67240' west longitude; thence due south to the parallsel of
42220' north latitude; thence due east to 66200' west longitude;
thence along & rhumb line in a southeasterly direction to a point in
42200' north latitude and up to 65240' west longitude; thence due
south to the parallel of 39200' north latitude;

Sub-area 5 lies weat of the western boundary of sub-area 4
defined above,

Article 2
Fishing for groundfish with trawl nets made of manila twine hav—

ing & mesh gize of less than 114 mm, when measured wet after use, is
prohibited (except in cases provided for in Article 3).
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Trawl nets made of other netting material used in bottom fish-
in% mist be of a selectivity equivalent to that of 2 114 mm manila
net,

In determining the mesh size of dry nets or of nets which have
not been in use, appropriate coefficients shall be applied.

Measurement of the mesh is carried out with a wedge-shaped
ICNAF gauge (having a taver of 2 cm in 8 cm and & thickness of 2.3
mm), inserted into the meshes under & pressure of not less than
4,5 kg nor more than 6.8 kg,

Mesh size shall be taken to be:

a) In the cod-end of the net, the average of the measurements
of 50 consecutive meshes, rumning parallel to the long axis of the
cod-end, beginning at the after end of the cod~end, and being at
least 10 meshes from the lacings,

If the cod-end is less than 50 meshes in length, the average
of the measurements of the meshes in any series of consecutive
meshes running the full length of the cod-end, parallel to the long
axis of the cod-end and at least 10 meshes from the lacings;

1) In eny part of the net other than the cod-end, the average
of the measurements of any series of 20 consecutive meshes, such
geries to be a2t lesast 10 meshes from the lacings.

Article 3

Twine nets having a mesh size smller than defined in Article
2 may be used:

a) In Divisions 3N, 30 and 3F of sub-ares 3 (said divisions are
bounded by & line beginning at Cape St., Mary on the island of
Newfoundlend and extending to the southwest to & point in 46200!
north latitude and 54930' west longitude, thence due eagt along the
parallel 46200' north latitude to 46230' west longitude, thence due
south to 39200' north latitude and further along the southern and
wegtern boundaries of sub-area 3), by vessels fishing primerily for
rockfish, so long a8 euch vessels do not have on board cod (together
with other species of fish, excepting haddock and rockfish) or had-
dock (together with other species of fish, excepting cod and rock-
fish) in amounts in excess of 10% by weight, for each species, of
all fish on board;

b) In sub-area 4 by vessels fishing primerily for species
other then cod, haddock and flounder, so long as such vessels do
not have on boerd cod, haddock and flounder in amounts in excess of
2265 kg or 10% by weight, for each species, of all fish on boerd,
whichever is greater; '

¢) In sub-aree 5, by vessels engaged in fishing primerily for
species other than cod and haddock so long es such vessels do not
heve on board cod and heddock in amounts in excess of 2265 kg or
10% by weight, for each species, of all fish on board, whichever
ia greater.

In addition, in sub-area 5, small-mesh trawls may be used so
long as & vessel doss not cateh, in any 12-month period, cod and
haddock in amounts in excess of 10% by weight, for each species, of
a1l the trawl-caught fish taken by such vessel in that period.

Articles 4

The use of any device by means of which the mesh (of a trawl
net) is obstructed or made smaller (such as double cod-ends, topside
chafing gear, etc.) ig rrohibited (except in the cases provided for
in Articles 5 and 6).



Article 5

Stern trawlers may use lelf-cod-ends (?) (netting?) for the pur~
pose of strengthening the cod-end of the trawl net, provided that:

a) The half-cod-end (?) is m:de of the same material as the cod-
end and haes the same mesh size and the same number of meshes in width
ag the cod-end;

b) It is of & length equal to half the length of the cod-end
and ie placed in the lower part of the cod-end:

¢) It is fastened to the cod-end, mesh for mesh, along the for-
ward and lateral edges;

d) In order to prevent displacement in relation to the cod-end,
the meshes of both are fastened with & lengthwise line, going
through the center and branching out at the ends, or with crosswise
lines, placed every two meters; the after ends of the cod~end and
half-cod-end are joined and fastened in the usual manner.

Article 6

Canvas, cowhides, netting or other material may be fastened to
the underside of the cod-end of a trawl net for the purpose of re-—
ducing or preventing darage to the net,

Article 7

The measures for reguleting fishing provided by the precent
Regulations are hersby adopted in mccordance with the Provisions
for preserving the stocks of fish and regulating fishing in the
waters of the USSR, approved by Decree No, 1045 of the Council of
Ministers of the USSR, dated September 15, 1958,



