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Car.adian propos'll for regulation of seal fishery 

The Gove.ntnent oi Canada as a Inetnber of -Panel A (Seals), has requ.est-
ed that consider&tion be g;v"" by the Panel tnetnbers ,to its proposal that'a 25 April 
closing date be tstabLshed ior thc· ]968 s""ling seas9n in the Front area. 

I';-~e prop(.-:8:..ll W.J.S (l18tr ibuteu from 'the Secretariat tL., Panel members on 31 
J anU:ir '/ 1 9b 7 in ':.C ,.:c!:"dancc with an agl' eernE:nt regarding notification of amendments 
reac:h~d 'oct ·:b.e Copenhagen Meeting of the Panel in Octol'er 1966. 

'-;:'oext of the letter of 24 January 1967 frotn the Canadian Governtnent 
contacning the p:-oposal follows: 

Mr. L.R. Day, 
EXt;cuti ve SE;C!" etary j 
Intern3tt!oI:...·;~l Commissi.c,!". ic~' tt_,-:.: 

N01'thwl;';st Att~"Ltic Fisr_l';-ries J 

Bedford bstltute of Oceanography, 
P. O. Box 628, 
Dartmouth. N. S. 

Dear M!'. Day, 

January 24, 1967. 

I wesl:. to refer to thE minutes of' the Copenhagen interitn tneeting of ICNAF, 
Panel A (Seds) ar.::t particularly to the agreetnent reached under Agenda itetn 6 
that - IinotL'~c~tion of any amendments from member countries to the regulations 
for the 1968 s'Oalir:g season should be pr<:sented to Panel tnetnbers not later than 
31 J&..nu:?t.ry, 1)67 H • 

As w~s po:t:ted out in Contc-ioution No.4 entitled "On the population dynatnics 
of the western r.arp seal stocks" by Dr. D. E. Sergeant, data available to Canad-
iap.. scientists have indcc,"ted a high annual rate of exploitation of harp seals in the 
E'I'ont area for severa.l >·c?rs and a cor.ccrnitar.t decrease in the size of the total 
populatior. as estitnatEod by several different tnsthods. Canada has been concerned 
about this situation for some titne and in "961 and 1962 Canada proposed, through 
the annual exchange' of Notes that lea to the gentletnen's agreetnent on international 
&ealing TE;gu.L ... ~tlons in th.€: no:.:thwE;st Atl::lntic a!'€3.., an earlier ..:losing date to give , 
additional protEcction to th.e itnportant b""eding fetnale segtnent of the stock. Although 
the Canadian proposals were not COtnFIHdy "c~eptable to the other sealing nations, 
agreoernent W'lS !"eached to change the dosing date for sealing in the Front area frotn 
M"y S to Apri~50. begin!lir.g with the n6:1 eeason. 

Canada is sLll concern<:d about evi:ience of over-exploitation of the itnportant 
hiLrp sf:;al resource in the Front are2. a.nd wishes, at this time, to propose a closing 
date Gf April 2', for sealing in tt." E'ront area in order to provide additional protection 
fol' adult seds, r-articularly the breeding fetnales. It is hoped that favourable consid
eration wo,"ld be given to this proposal by the other Panel tnetnbers and that the April 
2:' closing dat~ would becotne effective ior the 1968 sealing season. 

It would be apprecia.ted if you would bring this Canadian proposal to the 
attention oi the othe" tnetnbe~s of Panel A (Seals) in order that it tnay be considered 
at the 196'1 Annual Meeting of lCNAE', along with other proposals for regulation of 
the international s€:a.l fisheries in the Convent:ion area. 

C-iigill:?d) 

Yours very truly, 

A. W. H. Needler, 
Deputy Minister. 


