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PREl'ARATIOlf OF THIS REPORT 

This document is the Report of the Fifth Sa. elan of tb. Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantic Area, held 
in Aberdeen, Scotland,~o-1. April 1967. Thie Report ia reproduced in tb. rAO ri,D,rl,. R.pprt •• erie. by the Secretariat provided by 
the Director-General of FAO to the Continuinl Working Farty on rleher,r Stati.tio. in the lortk Atlantio !re •• 

The Expert Meeting on Fishery 5t&t18t108 in the North Atlantio Ars •• organi~ed by FAO co-eponlored by ICES and lCHAr, and held in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, 22-~9 September 1959, reoommended in paracrapb 91 or ita Report treproduoed .a Ann~ A of the abOVe-mentioned 
document) the formation of a Continuing Working Party on Fishery Stati.ti08 in the North Atlantic Area which was established in terms 
of Resolution No. ~}/59 of the 10th Se.eion of the FAO Conferenoe, 19591 thi. Resolution reade' 

THE CC'NFE3El:CE 

WeJcc:~CG e~a ",uII:,eetLo71 0/ ,~tI "'/leU7I; lor t~e eat<l.bliallMlmt 0/ <.t Continuing 'orJd7l11 P.:;,rtl/ 071 I'Ia"'erl/ Statlatlcd In the 
No~t~ itl~~tjc Are~, to ~,ep und.r continuous review the pr'O;reaa "'~. In the I"'pl.mentatlon 01 the recommend~tlona 01 
the 'IIoletlnJ, cO',,",ult ",lth th' oillcere 01 ~ov,"""'enta .md 01 int,rnatlonal orbl'anl.olaticln,:,l with r,lJpect to etl;/Ic .. l'III,:,I 
encu .. nte"o,lJ .lnd, 11.".0171"; in ",I~et eh, ~ce<6<l.l at~ee 01 /ilJh,ri/ atathtlC<ll s,rvic,s 171 th' riA//.r.nt countries, /lUke 
8UJ"iI<le Ions lor lurther rut lonal '.VIa int,rrw.t 'o~l act ton Ln 'ts lield to Ii,",vernm,nt$ .J.nd !nte,.nat ion.11 or"IlJ1,'.lI.~C 10'1.,:,1 

.1.:1 J.jJp"upri.1t'j 

Agreee th ... t eh, I'orldn:; PJ.rtJl 8110 .. 103. cUIIsLst Of orle ",oVerM,ntal '.Jeper' e.lch nominated bl/ the Governmenta 0/ Can<:l.et;l., 
.:i'ernu/I",, ICll1J,II(;I. ..vIa thll Uniteet Xinlldom. all' e~pert tI",ch num.ill.lted bV the secretarJl-Gener<l.l of the InterrlQ,tion.J.l 
Co .. on.cll /or the E.Jep~urJ.tjon 0/ the ~'eJ. J.I1it thll L:.ttlcutlue SlIcretll.rl/ 0/ the InurnaUon...tl COlWfibslon lor the North-u.l~'H 
.. H..:~"t'C 1'18he"'''s. one lI..ICpll'" no"dn.1teet bi/ 'he Director-Gen"rl,ll o/I'AD, IV\d. sucll aetd.jtion.l.l e.JejJer't1J as /lujI be 
7101lllnolteet bll t~e tforJdn} PJ.rtJl ttael/j .l.nd 

Authorizes and requests the lltrector-GenerJ.l to eoljubli8h tha 110""''1" p<l.rtl/ In accoru\l.1lce ",je~ Arelc:../. VI 0/ th" 
Con~tltAtton ~d to .J."r.1n~e. aa r.~~"sted Oil the 1IIee'In". /v~ the I'AO FloIjherte,:,l Dlulalon to f~nctlon as 8ecr~tar'at 
/or the l'or"tn9 PJ.rty. 

The ~eports of the ll.r..!1 and ~ Sessiona, held in Bergen, 25-26 May 1960, and Washington D.C., 6-8 June 1961, res~ectively, apr·ear 
f.~ ;'~llexes J and K of the following document. 

Parrish, B.B. (Ed.) (1962) 
FAD I't all .Rep.. (J). 217 p. 
Re~uire~ents and improvement of fishery statistios in the North Atlantio region. 
Rs:port based on docul"'ente of the expert meeting on fishery statistics in the 
North Atlantic erea, held in Edinburgh, Scotland, 22-29 September 1959. 

The :Coport o!"" t)e ::::X-;ert '.~eetin,g on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantic Area, organiz.ed by FAa, CO-l!Iponsored by ICES and rCII/.F, and 
held in Edinburgh, Scotle.rod, 22-29 September 1959, and the Reports of the [1rJ1 and ~ Sessions, held in Bergen, 25-~6 May 1960, 
and ,\·e.shington D.C., 6-8 June 1961, respectively, have been published alao as FAO Fisheries CirCUlar No. 37 

Tht :e,ort of the ~ Seeeion, held in Rome, 18-22 March 1963, hae been published aal 

Continuine; worl in.; fllrty on fiRhery statistics in the }forth Atlantio a.rea., 
18-22 ~,:arch 196:, itOM (1963) 
·'.H; 1'1 ~h .R"p.. (7) I J~ p. 
3eIort of the third session. 

T~~ ~e!ort of the Fourth Session of the Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistios in the North Atlantio Area, held in Rome, 9-12 
~·~::,ch 1)6S,has been published asl 

Ccmtinuirt€ working :p~rty on fishery statistics in the North Atlantio area, 
1-1? :.:e.rch 1j65 (196S) 

FAO rilJh.Re;., (21),34 p. 
Relort of the fourth session. 

For bibliographic ~ur~oS8s, this docunen~ may be citedl 

Continuing working party on fiehery statiatics in the North !tlantic area, 
10-14 April 1967, Aberdeen, Sootla.nd (1967) 
l'AD rt~h.R.p .• (45)1)4 p. 
ReJ-.ort of the fifth sesaion 

® FAO 1967 

Printed in Italy 
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1 • ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND RELATED PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

(Agenda Item 1) 

As Mr. L. Butler, the Chairman of the Fourth Session in 1965, was no longer a 
member of the Continuing Working Party, the first meeting of the Fifth Session 
was opened by its Vice-Chairman, Mr. Mar El!sson (Ioeland), who took the ohair 
temporarily. He asked for the adoption of Draft Agenda Item 1, dealing with 
prooedural matters. 

The Aoti~ Chairman introduoed Dr. Cyril Luoas, Direotor of the Marine Laboratory 
(Aberdeen) of the Department of Agrioulture and Fisheries for Sootland, who 
extended the Department'. weloome to the member. of the Continuing Working Party. 

The Aoting Chairman then introduced .Mr. R.W. Harrison, Direotor of the FAO's 
Fishery Economics and Produots Division, who extended a weloome to the members 
on behalf of FAO and its Department of Fisheries. The speakers noted that the 
Continuing Working Party resulted from reoommendations of the Expert Meeting on 
Fisbery Statistics in the North Atlantio Area, 22-29 September 1959 and was 
organized by FAO in oo-sponsorship with ICES and ICNAF, in Edinburgh, not far 
from the locale of the Fifth Session. They both stressed the importance of the 
work being done. 

The Secretary, on request from the Acting Chairman read out the names of the 
seven representatives ~resent from (a) Canada, (b) the Federal Re~ublio of 
GermanY. (0) Iceland, \d) the United Kingdom, (e) FAO, (f) ICES, (g) ICNAF. 

Mr. Mar El!sson (Ioeland) was unanimously eleoted Chairman. The first aot of 
the Chairman and the membera of the Continuing Working Party was to pay trib~te 
to the late Dr. Arni Fridriksson, former Secretary-Genaral of ICES, whose death 
oocurred in Ootober 1966. As a member of the Continuing Working Party einoe its 
inception in 1959 up to his retirement due to ill-health earlier in 1966, and 
in his oapacity as Secretary-General of ICES, Dr. Fridriksson greatly faoilitated 
the introduction and establishment of the inter-agency STANA reporting system. 
The Chairman then weloomed Mr. Hans Tambs-Lyohe, who suooeeded Dr. Fridriksson 
as Seoretary-General of ICES, and also the following members partioipating for 
the first time in the sessions of the Continuing Working PartYI Mr. A. Bishop, 
Mr. L.B. Linley and Dr. H. Valkl. 

1.6 Mr. A. Proulx (Canada) was unanimously eleoted as Vioe-Cha.irman. 

1.7 The Secretary, on request of the Chairman, read a list of proposed additional 
msmbers to be oo-opted and of the observers present. The nomination of these 
partioipants as oo-opted members was approved. 

1.8 The Draft Agenda was then reviewed and adopted. 

1.9 The Schedule of Work was reviewed and amended to enable the Chairman to olose 
the Session on Friday afternoon, 14 April 1967. 

1.10 Messrs.L. Day (ICNAF) and H. Tambs-Lyohe (ICES) were appointed rapporteurs for 
Agenda Items 2 and 31 Messrs. L.B. Linley (United Kingdom) and A. Bishop 
(United Kingdom) and Dr. A. Meyer (Federal Republio of Germany) for Agenda Items 
4 and 51 Mr. P. Adam (OECD) for Agenda Item 71 Messrs. W. Doucet (FAO) and 
A. Proulx (Canada) for Agenda Item 91 Mr. L.P.D. Gertenbaoh· (Secretary) for 
Agenda Items 1, 6, 8, 10 and 11. 
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2. ICNAF STATISTICAL PROGRAM AND ICNAF "STATISTICAL BULLETIN" 

(Agenda Items 2.1 and 3.1) 

2.1 ICNAF Statistical Program 

2.1.1 The Exeoutive Secretary of'ICNAF mentioned briefly the improvements already 
made to the Commission's statistical procedures as wsll as those proposed 
(STANA'5/67/2A, "Report on th'e fishery statistical program of ICNAF 1965-1968"). 
The improvements made were based on recommendations of the Continuing Working 
Party and of the ICNU Subcommittee on Statistics and Sampling. "Silver hake" 
and "herring" were re-classified as major ICNAF species and statistics on their 
nominal catches for the years 1954 to 1965 were presented by subarea and country 
for the first time in the ICNU Statistical Bulletins for 1964 and 1965. 

2.1.2 The Executive Secretary advised that the list of vessels over 50 gross tons 
fishing in the ICNU area in 1965 was distributed in Maroh 1967. It contained 
for the first time a summary of fishing effort for the year to which the vessel 
data pertain. 

2.1.3 The Executive Secretary advised that the Commission was oonsidering proposals 
to extend its statistical collections southward to the latitude of Cape Hatteras 
in order to inolude complete statistics on the hakes and other species already 
fished in Subarea 5. 

2.1.4 The co-operation of ICES, OECD and FAO, through the Secretary of the Continuing 
Working Party, was acknowledged and the value of continued close working 
arrangements stressed. 

2.1.5 Following discussion of the diffioulties created by the lack of adequate 
statistics from non-member countries of ICNU fishing in the ICNU area, the 
Continuing Working Party reoommended that further efforts be made, through the 
offices of FAO and ICES, to obtain statistics On nominal catoh and fishing 
effort from non-member countries of ICNAF. 

2.1.6 The Executive Seoretary announced that all ICNAF member oountries were now 
using the STANA forms for presentation of statistioal data to the Commission. 
The appointment of an Assistant Executive Secretary made possible the preparation 
of the 1965 statistics for delivery to the printers in November 1966 - four 
months after their receipt in the Secretariat of ICNAF. 

2.2 ICNAF "Statistical Bulletin" 

2.2.1 The Executive Secretary of ICNU presented volumes 14 (for 1964) and 15 (for 
1965) of the Statistical Bulletin. He advised that new tables (F and G) 
presenting an historical development of fisheries for silver bake. an~ herr1ng 
had been inoluded in Volume 14 (for 1964). 

2.2.2 Following discussion, the Continuing Working Party recommended the following 
improvements to the Statistical Bulletin series. 

(a) include a SUb-total of the nominal catohes of groundfish speoies 
and groundfish (not specified) in Table 1, 

(b) delete the list of conversion factors, 

(0) add "major" before "species" in the legend for Table 1 and 
footnote the aggregate "All species", 

(d) introduce a space or comma to separate thousande. 
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3.1 

3.1.1 

3 

3. ICES STATISTICAL PROGRAM AND ICES "BULLETIN STATISTIQOE DES 
PECHES MARITIMES" AND "FISHERIES NEVIS LETTERS" 

(Agenda Items 2.2 and 3.2) 

ICES Statistical Program 

The Seoretary-General of ICES presented the report of the fishery statistical , 
program of ICES (STANA.5/67/2B, "Report on the fishery statistical program of 
ICES 1965-1968"). He acknowledged the oollaboration of FAO in making possible 
early releases of Tables 1-5 of the ICES Bulletin Statistigue. He reviewed 
the status of publications and the improvements incorporated, including the new 
introductory Table J, "The member countries catches in the ICES Area and their 
Total Catohes" and Table K, "Catohes made by non-member countries of ICES in 
the ICES Area (North)". 

3.1.2 The Seoretary-General of ICES also referred to the new Table 4A giving a 
breakdown by oountries for 14 selected species for the ICES Area North and 
South, ICNAF lIegion, West Greenland and "other areas" and world totals. 

3.1.3 The Continuing Working Party was advised that the future plans and programs of 
ICES were to oonsolidate and review statistical tables and procedures in all 
ICES statistical publications. 

3.1.4 In reviewing the work of ICES in the statistioal field and the value of such 
work, the Continuing Working Party was pleased to note that the need to 
strengthen the professional staff of the ICES Statistioal Department was being 
oonsidered.lt strongly recommended that the post be filled as early as possible 
in order to provide a speedier and more oomplete service. 

3.1.5 The Secretary~eneral aoknowledged the oo-operation and collaboration of FAO, 
ICNAF, SOEC and OECD and expressed the firm intent of ICES to oontinue to take 
part in inter-agency oollaboration on as broad a scale as possible. 

3.2 ICES "Bulletin Statisti9ue des Peches Maritimes" and "Fisheries News Letters" 

3.2.1 The Secretary-General presented Volume 49 of the Bulletin Statistigue and 
referred also to some ohanges being made in Volume 50, now under preparation 
and partly in print. 

3.2.2, During the discussion following the presentation, it was pointed out that 
nowhere in the Bulletin Statistigue or the News Letters is there a olear 
indication of how far the present catch and effort statistics are from total 
coverage. ' Even if this should not be considered an absolute necessity, an 
evaluation of what is now available and of existing gaps would be most useful. 
It was hoped that the ICES Secretariat with an increased staff would be able to 
undertake such an evaluation. 

3.2.3 Table 7 of the Bulletin Statistigue was discussed and the Continuing Working 
Party expressed doubt about its usefulness, under the present conditions of 
rather unsatisfaotory and apparently deolining ooverage. It reoommended that 
the ICES Statistics Committee should review it; if that Committee finds that 
it oould be deleted, the Continuing Working Party will have no objection. At 
the Bame time, it was pointed out that a change in ttle table to give total 
catches and a more precise definition of gear-olasses could increase its 
usefulness. 
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3.2.4 

3.2.5 

3.2.6 

3.2.7 

-4-

With referenoe to Table 4 and espeoially to the information oonoerning hake, it 
was pointed out that the Spanish catohes, for instanoe, still seemed to refer 
to the areas in whioh the ports of landing are situated and not to the areas of 
oatch. Beoause suoh defioiencies in area breakdowns render parts of the oatoh 
statistios misleading, it was urged that the oountry or countries concerned 
should at an early date take steps to refine their statistioal colleotion and 
olassification procedures to oonform with established practice. In any oase, 
the Secretariat of ICES should see that the figures concerned are adequately 
footnoted. The Continuing Working Party suggested that oorrespondenoe with 
the relevant national offioes might enable the Secretariat to un~ertaxe 
approximate breakdowns of the catches according to the areas concerned. 

The Continuing Working Party also suggested that the area breakdown of the 
North Sea into three divisions (IVa, IVb and IVo) may no longer be needed. It 
was pointed out that only about two-thirds of the total catch can be broken 
down according to these three divisions, and that the three divisions do not 
ooincide with a breakdown according to the most important fish stocks in the 
area. The Continuing Working Party suggested that the ICES Statistios 
Committee might oonsider the need for the continuation of this split up of the 
North Sea. If it is continued, however, North Sea totals should be given in 
addition to the figures for the three divieions. 

It was also pointed out that there are differences in the figures given for 
West Greenland by lCNAF and ICES. While this may be wholly or partly explained 
by the ICNAF figures inoluding shellfish, and ICES figures excluding them 
there may also be revisions undertaken by ICNAF which under the present praotioe 
are not aooounted for in the ICES figures. The Continuing Working Party 
therefore reoommended that ICES should in the future (from Volume 50 of the 
Bulletin Statistigue on) oheok its final figures for oatohes in the ICNAF 
Statistioal Area against those published in the ICNAF Statistical Bulletin. It 
also teoommended that a total should be given for each species oolumn of Table 5 
of the Bulletin Statistigue. 

The Continuing Working Party tecommended that ICES should consider the possibility 
of including a table with a bre~~down of oatohes according to the "regions" 
established by the North-East Atlantio Fisheries Conventicn. 
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4.1.1 

4.1.2 

4.1.3 

4.2 
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THE FISHERY STATISTICAL PROGRAM OF THE STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND ITS FISHERY STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS 

(Agenda Items 2.3 and 3.3) 

SOEC Fishery Statistical Program 

The Continuing Working Party heard the report by the observer from the 
Statistical Office of the European Communities (STANA.5/67/2C, "Report on the 
fishery statistioal program of the Statistical Office of the European 
Communities 1965-1968"). It waS pointed out that the work of this Offioe in 
relation to fisheries was concerned at the moment with three main roups of 
statistics (a) production statistics, (b) price statistics, and (c fleet 
statistics. Work is going on in preparing, with the help of eleotronio data 
equipment, monthly data on external trade of fish produots oonverted into 
live weight equivalent. A monthly publication of these data, together with 
landings and prioes, is planned for this year. 

Studies are being made on the oolleotion of statistios oonoerning prooessing 
of fresh fish. Regarding price statistics, comparability of pricss in the 
EEC oountries is being investigated with the aim of obtaining a olear ooncept 
of comparable prices. Regarding fleets and crews, it waS pointed out that 
there were insufficient data on the crew item. Lack of uniformity of data 
and ohoice 9f reporting systems for fishing fleet statistics .. were among the 
important questions to be resolved. 

Automatio data programming and prooessing were emphasized. 

The ''Fisheries Statistics" numbers in the SOEC series "Wioul taral Statistics" 

4.2.1 The observer for the Statistical Office of the European Communities (SOEC) 
presentsd numbsrs 6 of 1965 and 9 of 1966 in the "Agricul taral Statistios" 
series. These two publications dealing with fishery statistios are mainly 
ooncerned with what happens to the fish after landing. They give balanoes 
for fish and fish products for the member countries as well as for the 
community as a whole. Information on processing, external trade, and 
utilization of the different fish products is inoluded. 

4.2.2 The Continuing Working Party observed that the SOEC's Working Group on Fishery 
Statistics had undertaken a pioneer task in the formulation of definitions and 
espeoially in the setting up of supply balance sheets, and reoommended that 
FAO and OECD should keep close contact with this development and try to extend 
the same system to wider groups of countries. 

4.2.3 The new deeigns of tables covering fleet statistioe for the EEC oountries, 
making the tables comparable with the groupings in the ICES statistios, were 
noted with interest. 

4.2.4 The Continuing Working Party ~ with regret that SOEC uses a eplit year 
basis for its statistical tabUlations whioh leads to its tables not being 
comparable with the fishery statistios published by FAD, ICES and ICNAF and 
other fisheries organizations. This need will partly be met when SOEC 
publishes'monthly breakdowns of at least some of the figures. The diffioulty 
that national offices will report to SOEC,on a split year basis while reporting 
to other organizations on a oalendar year basis will remain. 

4.2.5 The Continuing Working Party suggested therefore that SOEC, FAO and other 
international organizations should re-examine this problem to see if the SOEC 
could possibly ohange, their fishery statistics to a calendar year basis. 
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5. OECD FISHERY STATISTICAL PROGRAM AND VARIOUS OECD STUDIES 

(Agenda Items 2.4 and 3.4) 

OECD Fishery Statistical Program 

The Continuing Working Party heard the report on OECD £ishery statistical work 
(STANA'5/67/2D, "Report on the £ishery statistioal program o£ OECD 1965-1968"). 
It ~ that GECD does not oolleot £ishery statistios regularly but that the 
work o£ its Committee on Fisheries·involves oonstant referenoe to various 
existing statistios from international and national souroes. Moreover, OECD 
studies are mainly, if not entirely, eoonomio and are seriously hampered by the 
present unsatisfaotory state of eoonomio statistics in fisheries. The Committee 
has a program of study to determine what are the most useful eoonomio statistios 
and what means should be employed to oolleot them. Recent studies on fleet 
statistios have been oompleted, i.e. the form in which vessel statistios could 
be oolleoted for maximum usefulness and the size and operational oomposition 
of the North Atlantio fleets to 1970. 

5.1.2 The Continuing Working Party ~ the aim of the Committee to oontinue studies 
on fleet statistios, prioes and values - suoh studies to lead, in the latter 
cases, to possible definition of prices and values and methods of oolleoting 
suoh data. 

5.2 OECD Various Studies 

5.2.1 The observer for the OECD referred to oosts and earnings studies undertaken 
and published by the OECD. The publioations, being of an ad hoo nature, were 
not reviewed. 
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6. FAO FISHERY STATISTICAL PROGRAM AND "YEARBOOK OF FISHERY 
STATISTICS" AND "BULLETIN OF FISHERY STATISTICS" 

(Agenda Items 2.5 and 3.5) 

FAO Fishery Statistical Program 

The Continuing Working Party heard the report on the FAO fishery statistical 
program (STANA'5/67/2E, "Report on the fishery statistical program of FAO 
1965-1968 (FAO Fisheries Circulars Nos. 150 and 169)"). Both Divisions of the 
recently formed FAO Department of Fisheries have activities requiring 
considarable data on fishery statistics. In the Fishery Economics and Products 
Division, the Yearbook of Fishery Statistios and other publications are 
prepared. Data for the assessment of fishery resources and for economio 
appraisals are also assembled. In the Fishery Resources and Exploitation 
Division detailed data on catch and fishing effort are required. The Fishery 
Data Centre oollects and stores for use, as required, biological data of a 
statistical nature. 

Mechanical data processing is being considered for retrieval of both statistioal 
and biological data. 

The Continuing Working Party welcomed information on the contribution of the 
Department of Fisheries to the work of the Indicative World Plan (IV~) which 
aims to assess the fish production possibilities for the years 1975 and 1985. 

The olose collaboration on fishery statistics in the North Atlantic among the 
various agencies ICNAF, ICES, OECD, SOEC was recognized. Appreciation waS 
expressed by the various agencies mentioned for the continued assistance of 
FAO, through the Continuing Working Party, in providing a common system for 
statistical procedur'es in the North Atlantic. The need for a continuing 
oontrol apparatus among ICES, ICNAF, FAO and 'other agencies ooncerned wi th 
statistics on the fisheries of the North Atlantic WaS emphasized. 

FAO "Yearbook of Fishery Statistios" and "Bulletin of Fisher,y Statistics" 

Document STANA'5/67/3F (FAO: Bulletin of Fishery Statistics, No. 12, "Catches 
in the North Atlantio, 1965") was reviewed by the Secretary. 

The question of the usefulness and necessity of a continued pUblication of this 
series was oonsidered in view of the recent improvements in the ICNAF and ICES 
Bulletins, ,and also because advance releases of Tables 1-5 of ICES Bulletin 
Statistigue can in the future be expected to be available in October/November 
of the year following that to which the data refer. 

The Continuing Working Party recommended that ICES, ICNAF and FAO consider in 
the near future whether a further development of the ICNAF and ICES Bulletins 
might make the annual issue of the FAO Bulletin either superfluous or permit 
a reduction in its size. 

6.2.4 In the meantims, the "ICES side" 01' the FAO Bulletin should in the next two 
issues be broken down only to show the three NEAFC regions, the North Sea, and 
the Baltio; 

6.2.5 In this conneotion the Continuing Working Party suggested that ICNAF should 
consider giving ICES totals in its Table 3 for speoies of common interest. 
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6.2.6 The Continuing'Working Party further agreed that the North-East Atlantio 

Fisheries Commission should be asked by the ICES Socretary-General to oonsider 

its Region I and ICES areas I, II, V, XII and XIV as identioal for statistical 

purposes. 

6.2.7 The Continuing Working Party agreed that in'the FAD Yearbook of Fishery 

Statistios ("Catches and landings" Volumes) the co.verage as to speoies of the 

different tables should be clearly stated, wherever possible in table headings, 

or in any case in the introduction to these volumes. The Continuing Working 

Party requested FAO to review the eet-up to see if some refinement along these 

lines might be achieved. 

6.2.8 The Continuing Working Party reoommended that the graphs should present 

referencee to the tab lee where the relevant detailed information i8 found, and 

that there should be inoluded in the seotion of graphs a table showing the 

catches of the moat important fishing countries in ranking order. 

6.2.9 FAO Yearbook of Fishery Statistics, Volume 21,was presented and it was agreed 

that close contaot should be kept between FAO, OECD and SOEC, to insure that 

the definitions and the tabular design are the same or comparable in the 

statistical publications of the three organizations. 

,,,~'" 

" 
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7. SUGGESTIONS FOR STANDARDIZING ABBREVIATIONS, ETC. 

(Agenda Item 3.6) 

With referenoe to document STANA'5/67/3G (Notes on the standardization of 
abbreviations, tabular symbols and terminology in fishery statistioal publications 
(FAO FiBherieB Circular No. 151» the Continuing Working Party disoussed the need 
for and the possibility of a oommon system of abbreviations and symbols for use 
in statistioal publications. 

In this oonneotion it was pointed out that the symbol p, uBed for "negligible, or 
less than half the unit listed" presented typographio diffioul ties for some 
printers, and might easily be confused with other statistioal symbols. It was 
therefore reoommended that the Seoretary of the Continuing Working Party should 
investigate the possibility of changing to another symbol, or to use 0 (zero) as 
meaning "nil, or less than half the unit listed", in the FAO Yearbook of Fishery 
Statistios. 

In the meantime, however, it was agreed that FAO, ICNAr and ICES would oontinue 
to use the symbol "P" temporarily in order to aohieve a oommon system for the 
three publioations giving oatoh statistios for the North Atlantio. The Continuing 
Working Party also reoommended the introduction, in all North Atlantio fishery 
statistioal publioations, of bold horizonatal or vertical bars to indioate 
signifioant breaks in the historical oomparability of time series. 

The Continuing Working Party reco~nended that tha Secretary, after oonsulting 
other international statietioal bodies, prepare a standard list of symbols for 
oonsideration and adoption by FAO's Department of Fisheries, ICES and ICNAr. 

The Continuing Working Party also urged that the deBignation "Nominal oatoh" 
Bhould replaoe the word "oatoh" where praotioable in the FAO Yearbook of Fishery 
StatiBtios, Builetin of Fishery StatistioB and Fisheries Ciroulars, as well as in 
other publioations whenever "live weight equivalent of the landed weight" is 
indioated. 
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8. LISTS OF NAMES OF NORTH ATLANTIC SPECIES 

(Agenda Item 4) 

8.1 The ICNAF List of Speoies and the ICRS List of Names of Fish and Shellfish were 
aooepted by the Continuing Working Party as useful lists of soientifio and 
vernaoular names of oommeroial fish for their respeotive areas. 

8.2 The OECD draft Multilingual Diotionary of Fish and Fish Produot. was examined. 
The OECD representative said that this Diotionary was intended as a souroe of 
information for trade interest~adminietrators, and eoonomists rather than 
biologists. It had not been praotioable to split the dooument into two volumes, 
one for fish and another for fish produots. Indexes would be added in national 
languages of member countries. Many amendments were reoeived, following the 
oirculation of the Diotionary to member oountries, but these were not inoluded 
in the oopies before the Continuing Working Party. 

8.) The Continuing Working Party recommended that. 

8.4 

8.5 

8.6 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

(d) 

the final version of the OECD Diotionary should indioate. the 
speoies names as in the last lists adopted for statietical 
purposes by ICES, ICNAF, FAO and SOEC, 

the soientifio names for families should not be in italios 
but in some other distinguishing lettering, as in ICES List 
of Names of Fish and Shellfish, 

an index of soientifio names should be inoluded, 

it would not be praotioable to introduoe general groupings 
in the Diotionary, other than in a striot alphabetioal order. 

The Continuing Working Party reviewed the draft vereion of the FAO Bulletin of 
Fishery Statistios subtitled "North Atlantio Speoies Names" submitted as dooument 
STANA'5/67/4C (FAO Fisheries Ciroular No. 99). It oonfirmed the view ex~ressed 
at its Fourth Session that this proposed Bulletin of Fishery Statistios would 
be most useful for fishery workers oonoerned with North Atlantio fishery 
statistios, and to the end of·further extending the STANA reporting system, it 
oonsidered it most desirable to have euoh a dooument in a regular series for 
purposes of referenoe in the preparation of notes, instruotions and reports on 
fishery statistios oonoerned with these North Atlantio speoies. 

The Continuin~ Working Party reoonfirmed the reoommendation of the Fourth 
Session (1965) "that FAO should publish a Bulletin of Fishery Statistios in 
whiohshould be tabulated the soientifio, English, Spanish and Frenoh oommon 
names of all speoies appearing in the tables in the publioations of ICES, ICNAF 
and FAO". 

The Continuing Working Party~after reviewing the draft version of the Bulletin, 
reoommended. 

(a) that it would be useful if the identifying numbers used against items in 
the draft OECD Diotionary were oarried into Table A of this FAO Bulletin, 

(b) that the scientific names of the fish should go on the extreme left-hand 
side of all tables in this publication (i.e. as the first column), 

(0) that a full check of the names against the ICES, ICNAF and OECD lists 
should be made. 
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,. QUANTITY CONVERSION FACTORS 

(Agenda Item 5) 

9.1 The Secretary reported that conversion factors used to arrive at the live 
weight equivalent of fish and fish products had been provided by most member 
countries with STANA forms. It was seen advisable to examine the differenoe 
between the factors used by countries since they sometimes varied for the 
same species, for example, because of different areaS of catoh or seasons. 
It was agreed that the Seoretary should oompile lists of all the faotors used 
by member oountries for fish landed from the North Atlantio, with'individual 
speoies arranged by FAO species groups. The drafts of these FAO Fisheries 
Ciroulars should then be distributed to ICES, ICNAF, SOEC, OECD and the 
countries for comments. It was reoognized however, that oonversion factors 
are a national problem and that no attempt should therefore be made to establish 
common international factors. The work of the Secretary in this field should 
simply be construed as a guide to countries • 
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10. STANDARD CLASSIFICATION AND CODIFICATION FOR AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING PURPOSES 

(Agenda Item 6) 

10.1 

10.2 

10.3 

10.4 

10.5 

In introducing documents Nos. STANA'5/67/6A (Classification and codification of 
countries (FAO Fisheries Ciroulars Nos. 88 and 89», STANA'5/67/6B 
(Classification and codifioation of speoies and species groups (FAO Fisheries 
Ciroulars Nos. 159 and 168» and STANA'5/67/6C (Classification and codifioation 
of fishing areas (FAO Fisheries Circular No. 160», the Seoretary pointed out 
that at its Fourth Session the Continuing Working Party noted that the FAO 
statistical program was closely linked with thoBe of ICES and ICNAF. 

The Continuing Working Party urged FAO to oonsider developing an automatio data 
prooessing (ADP) system and stressed that when a feasibility study was undertaken 
by FAO the needs of ICES and ICNAF should, if possible, also be taken into 
account, as it might eventually prove advisable for them to use a similar syste~ 
in their statistical processing programs. It also reoommended that FAO, in 
advance of the above-mentioned study, undertake a study of possible numerical 
coding systems of all a~uatio animals and plants for automatio statistioal 
processing purposos. 

The Continuing Working Party discussed the different aspeots of automatio data 
processing systems with reference to its future statistical aotivities and needs. 
Transfer of data from member oountries to international organizations by means 
of punch oards or tapes instead of forms, building up of readily accessible data 
archives, data retrieval, the availability of standard or ad hoo programs for 
the different users of statistics (without the necessity of publication) as well 
as facilities for preparing publioations,were reoognized as some of the benefits 
to be derived from mechanical data processing. 

The Continuing Working Party therefore welcomed the draft standard classifioations 
and numerical codes developed by the Secretary for countries, fishing areas and 
species which are to be reviewed by experts in the different fields. The 
Continuing Working Party urged FAO to continue this work, espeoially to develop 
numerical codes in other fields of fishery statistics. In this conneotion, it 
was observed that the code developed for fishing areas was not suited in ~ts 
present form to the complexity of the present ICES area system. 

The Continuing Working Party also welcomed the FAO proposal to engage a 
consultant (in the field of systems analysis) (a) to review these codes and the 
FAO/ICES/ICNAF programs, and (b) to propose an automatio data prooessing program 
suited to the publioation re~uirements of the agenoies concerned. The Continuing 
Working Party also ~ that it is proposed to develop data processing in a 
flexible way, in order to provide for the future expansion of the FAO system to 
areas other than the North Atlantic. The Continuing Working Party was of the 
opinion that world-wide international standardization (with prOVision for 
regional modifications) would benefit all national offices and significantly 
ease their task of reporting fish~ry statistios on a global basis to different 
regional intergovernmental fishery bodies. ~nese problems at the national level 
are becoming extremely complicated through the development of factory ship 
operations and the expansion of many national fishing fleets to long-distanoe 
operations in different fishing regions throughout the world's oceans. 
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11. FISHING FLEET STATISTICS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
INT~ATIONAL REGISTERS OF FISHING CRAFT 

• 
(Agenda Item 7) 

11.1 ICNAF List of vessels 

11.1.1 The ICNU List of vessels for 1965 (STANA'5/67/7A, "ICNAF List of vessels 
over 50 gross tons fishing in the ICNAF Convention Area") was presented by the 
Executive Secretary of ICNU. It was pointed out that a new group of tables 
was introduced, i.e. a summary of the fishing effort in ICNU's Convention Area 
for the year 1965. 

11.2 Proposed ICES List of fishing craft 

11.2.1 Document STANA'5/67/7B, "Notes on the ICNU and ICES forms for oollecting 
data on lists of vessels (FAO Fisheries Circulars Nos. 78 and 90)" was 
presented by the Seoretary-General of ICES with additional information on the 
experimental colleotion of data on fleets fishing in the ICES area, an exeroise 
whioh is now underway. It was mentioned that this was oonsidered as a first 
step towards a joint ICNAF/ICES North Atlantio list. Further progress will be 
examined in Ootober, at the next meeting of ICES based on what information will 
have been made available. 

11.3 Fleet statistios in the "Fisheries Statistios" number of the SOEC's 
"Agrioultural Statistios" publioation 

11'.3.1 The ohanges introduoed in the 1966 "Fisheries Statistios" number of the SOEC's 
"Agricultural Statistios" series were noted as an example of how fleet 
statistios oould be presented for several oountries in order to serve different 
purposes. (i) tonnage groupings according to ICES and (ii) types of boats 
aocording to the eoonomics-oriented needs of the Statistioal Office of the 
European Communities. 

11.4 Review of publioly or privately published registers of fishing boats 

11.4.1 An inquirY made on a number of suoh registers led the ICES Seoretary-General 
and the FAO's Fishery Statistios and Eoonomio Data Branoh to the oonolusion 
that, although these registers are useful for purposes of oross-oheoking, they 
do not yet all oontain the details whioh oan oontribute substantially to 
international statistioal work. Too few vessel oharacteristics are yet 
reoorded by some of these registers. 

11.5 Determination of fishing oraft oharaoteristios to be reoo~~EL-f£l~ internationBI 
fleet statistics and possible joint aotion towards the colleotion of such data 

11.5.1 Document STANA'5/67/7C, "Report on meeting of experts on fishing vessel 
statistios, Paris, 8-10 Maroh 1967", was presented by the head of tile OEeD 
Fisheries Division. 
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11.5.2 The assumptions on which this exercise was based were pointed out as fo11owsl 

(i) The document comprises an extensive list of boat characteristics, 
all cf interest for at least several of the possible users. Nc 
priorities were allocated as this could only be done after a more 
detailed inquiry re the availability of data. Similarly, this 
1iet should not be interpreted as a questionnaire, the framing 
of questionnaires being left for a later stage, 

(ii) Although satisfaotory world-wide fleet statistics cannot be at 
present envisaged, the list was drawn up with reference to any 
possible type of fishery, 

(iii) The register which would .1ist the vessels with all relevant 
characteristics would be established utilizing data processing 
facilities which, in addition to all the.benefits of such a 
system (See Section 10), would allow for any groupings and 
classifications. A olear cut separation would therefore be drawn 
between operational and more oonstant statistics. The register 
would not have to be periodically reconstructed (ae is the case 
of the ICNAF 1iet), but only periodically amended, i.e. the work 
at the start would be rather considerable but muoh simpler 
afterwards. 

11.5.3 The Continuing Working Party recognized the desirability of detailed information 
along these or similar lines but noted the enormous difficulties involved. It 
expressed the opinion that the work should be continued in order to investigate 
the possibilities of further action and Eecommended thatl 

(a) An inquiry on existing sources of data other than those 
already investigated should be made at the start. An 
experimental oolleotion of data for one or several oountries 
would serve the purpose of testing the availability of 
information and its prooessing by computer. Such trials 
should be-done by an expert working in the oountry concerned, 

(b) Nc comment was made on the list itee1f other than to-oonfirm 
that it met the requirements of both ICES and ICNAF, 

(c) The size limit of 150 aRT should be adopted as a first step, 
because it would allow for the ooverage of an important part 
of mobile fleets. It was neverthe1ees realized that a lower 
limit (e.g. 50 aRT) might have to be considered at a later 
date both for biological and economic assessments. 
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12. REVIEW OF NATIONAL PROCEDURES FOR TREATING FACTORY TRAWLER 
AND PAIR TRAWLER STATISTICS 

(Agenda Item 8.1) 

12.1 Factory trawler statistics 

12.1.1 The Continuing Working Party reviewed document STANA'5/67/8A, "Report on 
national procedures for treating faotory trawler statistics and related 
problems (FAa Fisheries Circulars Nos. 163 and 167)" presented by the Secretary 
and noted that several countries with faotory ships operating in the North 
Atlantio are ex~eriencing difficulties in allocating nominal catch data 
aooording to (a) oalendar month of oapture and (b) fishing area. 

12.1.2 It took acoount of the report by the representative for the Federal Republio 
of Germany that steps are being taken to introduoe new forms which would 
produce more accurate data with respect to time and area reported by the 
growing faotory trawler fleet of this country. 

12.1.3 The Continuing Working Party recognized the reporting difficulties caused by 
lengthy fishing trips oovering several months and many different fishing areas. 
It nevertheless remained unanimously of. the opinion that these difficulties 
should be overoome by the national offices. The Continuing Working Party 
recommended that in reporting data not properly allocated by month or fishing 
area,every effort should be made to footnote suoh inadequate data until the 
national statietios-colleoting system succeeds in conforming with the specified 
internationally adopted standards. 

·12.1.4 The Continuing Working Party recommended that all agenoies and countries 
co-operate to improve the statistios oolleoted and published by all national 
and intergovernmental bodies. 

12.2 Pair trawler statistios 

12.2.1 The Continuing Working Party considered document STANA'5/67/8A, "Report on 
national prooedures for treating faotory trawler statistios and related 
problems (FAa Fisheries Circulars Nos. 163 and 167)" introduoed by the 
Seoretary and ~ that only oertain oountries treat, as internationally 
recommended, eaoh pair trawler operation as a single operation involving two 
boats but only one gear unit. The Continuing Working Party recommended that 
this procedure should be followed in internationally published doouments. 

12.2.2 The Continuing Working Party recommended that the notes for the completion of 
the STANA forms should very clearly lay down the internationally adopted 
standards and that countries should report the figures aocordingly. 

12.2.3 The Continuing Working Party recommended that ICES and ICNAF publish effort 
data about pair trawler operations and that their tables follow the 
internationally recommended standard procedure. 
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13. REVIEW OF REPORTS ON EFFORT STATISTICS AND NOTES FOR THE 
COMPLEl'ION OF THE STANA FORMS 

(Agenda Items 8.2. 8.3 and 8.4) 

13.1 Review of lists of national classes of fishing units used in oatch/effort 
statistics 

13.1.1 The Continuing Working Party considered documents STANA'5/67/8B, "Lists of 
national classes of fishing units used in oatch/effort statistics" (FAO 
Fisheries Circular No. 84) and STANA'5/67/8a, "Supplementary report, on lists 
of national olasses of fishing units used in catch/effort statistics" (FAO 
Fisheries Circular No. 165), introduced by the Secretary'; and reoommended that 
this material be reviewed by the ICES Statistics Co~ittee, since it was 
propared at its request. 

13.1.2 The Continuing Working Party recommended that ICES, having considered it 
advisable for national offioes to use nationally suitable size olasses for 
oraft in reporting catoh/effort statistics, should enoourage all national 
offices to use the internationally adopted aRT olasses unless it was obvious 
that they were completely unsuitable for partioular unit fisheries. 

13.1.3 The Continuing Working Party noted that several countries have adopted the 
standardized aRT classes for reporting their catCh/effort data to ICES, and 
urged all other countries to do likewise unless there were good scientifio 
arguments in favour of retaining a distinot national list of size classes for 
the fleet on particular looal "unit" fisheries. 

13.2 Review of the notes for the completion of STANA forms with partioular referenos 
to the section of the notes dealing with effort measureS 

13.2.1 The Continuing Working Party decided to oonsider these two sub-items together 
and reviewed for this purpose documents STANA'5/67/8C, "Report on national 
definitions of fishing effort measures" (FAO Fisheries Circular No. 83), 
STA11A'5/67/8D, "!Totes on the completion of STANA forms" (FAO Fisheries 
Circulars Nos. 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 96 and 98) and STANA.5/67/8H, "Supplementary 
report on national definitions of fishing effort measures" (FAD Fisheries 
Circular no. 166) presented by the Secretary. 

13.2.2 The Contln11ing Working Party ~ that additional notes and forms, based on 
the existing ones, might have to be introduced should the various 
intergoverrunental bodies decide to extend the STANA system to waters south of 
the present boundaries of the North Atlantio, as defined for statistical 
purposes. 

13.2.3 The Continuing Working Party studied the various definitions of effort meaSUres 
used in national reporting offices where these are deviating from those 
included in the notes for the completion of the STANA forms. It was felt that 
some of these national versions oould most usefully be oompared with the 
existing ones and that improvements might be made in those already 
internationally accepted. HoV/ever, it was reoognized that any ohanges would 
require approval by ICNAF and ICES before the Secretary of the Continuing 
Working Party could incorporate the a.mendments in the Notes. 
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13.2.4 The Continuing Working Party recommended. as a matter of high priority, that 
the FAO participants and the Secretary of the Continuing Wcrking Party review 
the definiticnscf effort measures and prepare revised drafts, that these 
should be submitted by the Ccntinuing Wcrking Party Secretary to the 1967 
meetings cf both ICNAF and ICES fcr review and adoption. 

13.2.5 The Continuing Working Party alsc considered a detailed statement by the 
representative for the Federal Republio of Germany on various difficulties 
experienoed in obtaining acourate and adequately oomparable effort data at the 
national and international level. 

13.2.6 The Continuing Working Party recommended that all oountries should be urged as 
a matter of vital impcrtanoe to ensure that all the national statistios 
collecting systems would produce the data required by national offices to 
report on the STANA forms all of the following three effort details. 

(a) either {(i) no. of hours 2!'. 1000 hooks fished (line 1) 
(11) no. of haule t drags or sets made (line 2) 

(b) no. of days fished (line 3) . 
(c) no. of days on grounds (line 4) 

The effort measures mentioned under (a) should be oonsidered as alternatives, 
but (a), (b) and (0) should not be treated as alternatives. The national 
offices should therefore oomplete on the STANA 1E and 1W forms either lines 
(1) or (2) and then also both lines (3) and (4). 

13.2.7 It was felt that although inrormation on (1) 110. of days absent from port and 
(2) no. of trips made might not be of much importance to biologists, they 
oould be of great importance for economio studies. . 

13.2.8 The Continuing Working Party decided that the FAO representatives and the 
Seoretary should look at all these questions and re-draft Seotion 4 of the 
Notes for both STAN! 1 E and STANA 1 W. 

13.2.9 The Continuing Working Party also recommended that the Secretary amend the 
gear classifioation to indioate the need to distinguish between (i) demersal 
pair trawls and (ii) pelagic pair trawls. . 
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14. REVIEW OF PROPOSED STATISTICAL SYSTEMS FOR THE WATERS AJOINING THE 
SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE TWO NORTH ATLANTIC STATISTICAL AREAS 

(Agenda Item 8.5) 

14.1 The extension of the use of the STANA system to the south of the border of the 
present ICES Statistical Area - Northeast AtlantiQ 

14.1.1 Considering the urgent need for an extension of the use of the ·STANA system to 
the south of the borders of the present ICES Statistioal Area (Northeast 
Atlantio), and being aware of disoussions going on as to the organizational 
framework for the oolleotion of data from the area, the Continuing Working 
Party found that the time might now have oome for the setting-up of teohnical 
proposals (oovering area and species breakdown eto.) for these waters. 

14.1.2 It therefore reoommended to the Seoretariats of the organizations oonoerned 
(FAO and ICES) that they should develop the neoessary teohnioal proposals as 
soon as possible. It will then be possible for the organizations oonoerned 
and their member oountries to deoide upon further aotion to be taken, and upon 
the organization of the future work. . 

14.2 The extension of the ICNAF Statistioal Area to the waters adjoining its 
southern boundary 

14.2.1· The Continuing Working Party reviewed document STANAI5/67/8E "Proposals·for the 
collection of statistios for the waters to the south of the ICNAF Convention 
Area" whioh contains a report prepared by the Secretary in response to a request 
made by ICNAF in 1966. It noted that this dooument also includes various· 
proposals made by the United States authorities. 

14.2.2 The Continuing Working Party recommended I 

(a) that the Secretary of the Continuing Working Party prepsre s new 
version of the materials oontained in dooument STANAI5/67/8E, 
"Proposals for the colleotion of statistics for the watere to the 
south of the ICNAF Convention Area" to provide a desoription of the 
proposals made by the United States in December 1966, and to present 
this paper to the forthooming meeting of ICNAF at the end of May 19671 

(b) that ICNAF review and accept the proposal made by the United Statee 
in Deoember 1966. 
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15. REVIEW OF THE CONTENTS AND COVERAGE OF THE PROPOSED FAO BULLETIN 
OF FISHERY STATISTICS DESCRIBING "THE INTER-AGENOY NORTH ATLANTIO 

PROGRAM IN THE FIELD OF FISHERY STATISTICS" 

(Agenda Item 8.6) 

The Seoretary, in introduoing dooument STANA'5/67/8F, "Outline of oontents 
of the proposed FAO Bulletin of Fishery Statistios desoribing the -Inter­
agenoy North Atlantio program in the field of fishery statistios'"(FAO 
Fisheries Circular No. 164), pointed out that the Ohairman of the ICES 
Statistios Committee, the Seoretary-General of ICES and the Seoretary of 
the Continuing Working Party had to prepare a dooument on the "ICES 
Statistioal Program for the 1960's". During the October 1966 meeting of 
the ICES Statistios Committee, it was suggested that this paper might 
be expanded to oover the whole of the North Atlantio by inoorporating in 
detail theinstruotions for the oompletion of the STANA lE, 1W and 2 forms. 

The ICES Statistios Committee recommended that the Secretary of the 
'Continuing Working Party prepare a oomprehensive survey of the inter-agenoy 
system (the so-oalled "STANA" system) for oolleoting, prooessing and 
publishing fishery statistios on fishing aotivities in the North Atlantio 
region. It was reoommended,that the Seoretary of the Continuing Working 
Party prepare a draft outline of this proposed paper, for review and 
comment by members of the Continuing Working Party at its Fifth Session. 

The Continuing Working Party expressed its satisfaotion with this proposed 
publioation and oonsidered that this would be an extremely useful and 
important dooument and that it should oontain all the details about the 
North Atlantio system. It was felt by the members that this dooument 
would not only be of great use to the oountries fishing in the North 
Atlantio and whioh are now using the STANA reporting system, but that it 
oould be used also as a document desoribing the kind of system whioh oould 
be introduced in other fishing regions of the world. 

The Continuing Working Party noted that it was not possible to set a 
deadline for the completion o1'thIs dooument but it hoped that it would 
be possible for FAO to proceed with its preparation without delay. The 
Seoretary reported that it would be first issued by FAO as a Fisheries 
Circular for, ciroulation for oomments to all the oountries now fishing 
in the North Atlantio, and to all the international agencies oonoerned. 
The revised version would then be issued by FAO either as a Bulletin of 
Fishery Statistios or in the FAO "Fisheries Reports" series. 

The Continuing 'Working Party also recommended that the 'members of the 
Continuing Working Party should obtain oomments on the oontents of this 
document (as given 'in STANA.5/67/8F, "Outline of contents of the 
proposed FAO Bulletin of Fishery Statistics describing the 'Inter-agenoy 
North Atlantio program in the field of fishery statistios~FAO Fisheries 
Ciroular No. 164) and that these suggestions should be oommunioated to 
the Seoretary to take into account when he prepares the first draft. 

E 10 



- 20 -

16. FUTURE PROGRAM .OR THE CONTINUING WORKING PARTY ON FISHERY 
STATISTICS IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC AREA 

(Agenda Items 9.1, 9.2, 9.3. 9.4) 

16.1 The Continuing Working Party reviewed its terms of reference, statutes 
and rules of procedure with respect to its future activities in the 
field of fishery statistics in the North Atlantic. It endorsed the 
ICNAF recommendation of 1963 to the effect that the Continuing Working 
Party could most effectively co-ordinate the statistical activities of 
ICNAF and ICES at present if it devoted most of its attention to problems 
arising in the fisheries of the North Atlantic and that, pursuant to 
that end, the present representation of ICNAF, ICES and .AO should remain 
unchanged. At the same time, it recognized the growing importance of 
fishing activitie~ in other areas, particularly in the Atlantic south of 
350 /36 0 north latitude, in view of the rapidly changing pattern of 
fishing and the increasing mobility of fishing fleets. However, on the 
understanding that FAO will initiate action to extend the STANA statistical 
system to fishing areas outside the North Atlantic, in cooperation with 
other fishery bodies, the Continuing Working Party should continue to 
concentrate its activities for the time being on the many statistical 
problems continually arising in the North Atlantic. 

16.2 The Continuing Working Party recognized that until now its statistical 
work had been confined mainly to catch and effort statistics, and that 
.reasonable success had been attained in developIng standard approaches 
to the colleotion and presentation of such statistics. In fact the 
STANA system developed by the Continuing Working Party oonstitutes a 
model which has valuable application in other fishing areas, particularly 
in under-developed or developing fishing countries. At the same time, 
the Continuing Working Party stressed the need for ascribing greater 
importance to the improvement of the quality of catch and effort statistics. 
It also emphasized the desirability of initiating action for the development 
and improvement of other statistics, e.g. products, prices, fishing fleets, 
etc., such as contained in its terms of reference drafted at the· Expert 
Meeting on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantic Area, Edinburgh, 1959, 
and at the First Session of the Continuing Working Party (1960). 

16.3 The Continuing Working Party confirmed that the partioipation of national 
representatives was of great value to its work. However, it oonsidered 
that the original purpose of the national membership had been served -
namely to act as guinea pigs for the introduction of the STANA system -
and that there would now be advantages in having a wider range of countries 
taking part in the Continuirlg Working Party's Program of Work. 

16.4 The Continuil;g Working Party recomCiended for consideration by FAO, ICES 
and ICNA>" at their 1967 meetingsl 

(a) that ICNAF, ICES and .AO should continue to be represented in the 
Continuing "orking Party by two members and that observers 
from other interested agenCies, e.g. the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development and the Statistical 
Office of the EuropeanComD~nities, continue to be invited 
to attend the Continuing Working Party's aessions as in the past, 
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16.4' (concluded) 

(b) that the number of national representatives in the Oontinuing 
Working Party should stay the same, i.e. a total of four, but 
that beginning in 1967 and each year thereafter, ICNAF and 
ICES should eaoh nominate one oountry for membership for a 
period of two years I that for this purpose Canada and the 
Federal Republio of Germany could be considered to have been 
nominated by ICNAF, and thp. United Kingdom and Ioeland by 
ICES, when the Continuing Working Party was established in 
1960, and one of each pair of members could be replaced or 
renominated at the 1967 meetings of ICNAF and ICESI 

(0) that as far as possible the national representatives should 
be chosen so as to cover between them all the fields of' 
interest of the Continuing Working Party administration, 
biology, eoonomics, teohnology; etc'l 

(d) that the terms of reference remain the same, although the 
desirabili ty of a review at -the Sixth Session would possibly 
ariseJ 

(e) that the name of the Continuing Working Par'ty on Fishery 
Statistics in the North Atlantic Area be changed to Co-ordinating 
Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantic, and 
that this body be established on an inter-agency basisl 

(f) that the Continuing Working Party hold its next (sixth) 
session towards the middle of 1968, in ReykjavIk, Iceland, 
at a date to be decided later. 
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Appendix I 

AGENDA 

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND RELATED PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

1.1 Adoption of draft agenda item 1 - procedural matters 
1.2 Address of weloome 
1.3 Presentation of list of members of the Continuing Working Party 
1.4 Election of Chairman 
1.5 Election of Vice-Chairman 
1.6 Confirmation of oo-opted_members and of observers 
1.1 Aaoption of items'2 through 11 of draft agenda 
1.8 Review and adoption of sohedule of. work and appointment of rapporteurs 

2. Rl!.'VIEW OF THE ICNAF, ICES, SOEC, OECD AND no PROGRAMS IN THE FIELDS OF FISHERY 
STATISTICS, 1965-68 . 

2.1 The fishery statistical program of ICNAF 
2.2 The fishery statistical program of ICES 
2.3 -The fishery statistical program of the Statistical Office of the EUropean 

Communities (SOEC) 
2.4 The fishery statistical program of OECD 
2.5 The fishery statistical program of FAO 

3. Rl!.VIEW OF THE FISHERY STATISTICAL PUBLICATIONS OF ICNAF, ICES, SOEC, _OECD and FAO 

3.1 ICNAF, "Statistical Bulletin" 
3.2 ICES, "Bulletin Statistique des Peches Maritimes" and "Fisheries News· 

LeUers" 
3.3 SOEC, "Statistique Agricole" 
3.4 OECD, Various studies 
3.5 FAO. "Yearbook of Fishery Statistics" and "Bulletin of Fishery Statistics" 
3.6 Suggestions for standardizing abbreviations, tabular symbols and terminology 

in table headings 

40 LISTS OF NAMES OF NORTH ATLANTIC SPECIES 

4.1 ICNAF, List of speCies with names and scientific names used in the 
"Statistioal Bulletin" 

4.2 ICES: "ICES List of Names of Fish and Shellfish" 
403 OECD, "Multilingual Nomenclature of Fish and Fishery Products" 
4.4 FAO,. "North Atlantic Species Names" 
4.5 Improvements to be made to the proposed FAO "Bulletin of Fishery Statistics'·, 

subtitled "North Atlantic SpeCies Names" 
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5. QUANTITY CONVERSION HCTORS 

5.1 Review of ,existing documents presenting quantity conversion factors 
5.2 Proposals for joint inter-agency action to improve tbe determination, 

collection and publication of fisbery conversion factors 

6. STANDARD CLASSU'ICATION AND CODIFICATI01l FOR AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING PURPOSES 

6.1 Classification and codification of countries 
6.2 Classification and codification of species and species groups 
6.3 Classification and codification of fisbing areas 
6.4 Steps to be taken to extend inter-agency automatic data processing programs 

7. FISHING F'LEET STATISTICS AND THE ES1'ABLISHMENT OF' INTERNATIONAL REGISTERS OF 
HSHING CRAFT 

7.1 Review of national publications presenting national lists or registers of 
fisbing craft 

7.2 Review of publicly or privately publisbed international or regional registers 
of fishing craft 

7.3 Review of tbe ICNAF list of vessels over 50 gross tons fisbing in tbe ICNAF 
Convention Area 

7.4 Review of tbe ICES proforma for tbe collection of data on fisbing vessels 
7.5 Review of lists of national classes of fisbing units used in catcb/effort 

statistics 
7.6 Determination of fisbing craft cbaracteristics to be recorded in an 

internat'ional list or register 
7.7 The use of automatic data processing facilities for tbe collection and 

reproduction of craft data in an international register of fisbing craft 
for tbe world as a wbole, or specifically for tbe Nortb Atlantic 

8. FURTHER RE]'INEMENT AND STANDARDIZATION 0] INTER-AGENCY REPORTING SYSTEMS FOR THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC 

8.1 Review of national procedures for treating factory trawler statistics and 
related problems 

8.2 Review of lists of national classes of fisbing units used in catcb/effort 
statistics 

8.3 Review of report on national definitions of fisbing effort measures 
8.4 Review of notes for tbe completion of tbe STANA 2, lE and lW forms 
8.5 Review of proposed statistical systems for tbe waters adjoining tbe soutbern 

boundary of tbe two Nortb Atlantic Statistical Areas 
8.6 Review of tbe contents and coverage of tbe proposed FAO "Bulletin of Fisbery 

Statistics" desgribing tbe inter-agency Nortb Atlantic program in tbe 
field of fisbery statistics 
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9. FUTURE PROGRAM FOR THE CONTINUING WORKING PARTY ONFISHER~ STATISTICS IN THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC AREA 

9.1 

9.2 
9.3 
9.4 

Constitution of membership of the Continuing Working Party and participatia. 
in its future meetings . 

Future terms of referenoe 
Existing statutes and rules of procedure and amendments 
Date, plsce and subject matter of the Sixth Session of the Continuing 

Working Parti - --

10. PUBLICATION AliD DISTRIBUTION OF REPORT OF THE nF'l'l! SESSION OF THE CONTINUING 
WORKING PARTY 

10.1 PUblication of Report of the Fifth Session of the Continuing Working Party 
10.2 Distribution of Report of the Fifth Session of the Continuing Working Party 

11. OTHER MATTERS 
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Appendix II 

LIST OF MEMBERS, ADDITIONAL MEMBERS, OBSERVERS, Fro. 

Member for Canada 

Nr'. A. Pr'o u1x 
Chief, Statistios Branoh 
EConomics Service 
Department of Fisheries 
Sir Tupper Building 
OTTAWA, Canada 

Member and Additional (oo-opted) Member for the Federal Republio of Germany 

Dr'. H. Vo11tl 
Regierungslandwirtsobaftsrat, Abteilung VI 
Bundesministerium fUr Ernabrung Lsndwirtsobaft und Fersten 
Euskirobenerstrasse 
53 BONN/A/RHEIN, Federal Republio of Oer~ 

Dr'. A. Neyer' 
Institut fUr Seefisoberei 
Bundesforsobungsanstalt fUr Fisoberei 
Palmaille 9 
2 BAMBURG-ALTONA 1, Federal Republio of Germany 

Member for Ioeland 

Nr'. N. E1 {sson 
Deputy Direotor of Fisheries 
Fiskifelag Islands 
P.O. Box 20 
REYKJAVIK, Ioeland 

Member and Additional (oo-opted) Member for tbe United Kingdom 

lIT'. L. B. Linley 
Higher Exeoutive Offioer 
Ministry of Agrioulture, Fisberies and Food 
Whiteball Plaoe (East) 
LONDON. S.W.1, England 

Nr'. A. Bishop 
Higber Exeoutive Offioer 
Department· of Agrioul ture and Fieberies for Scotland 
St. Andrew's House 
EDINBURGH 1, Sootland 
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Member and Additional (co-opted) MembeIl! for FAO 

Mr. If. F. Doucet 
Chief, Fishery Statistics and Economic Data Branch 
Fishery EConomics and Products Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
ROME, Italy 

Mr. J. Gullan.d 
Chief, Fish Stock Evaluation Branch 
Fishery Resources and Exploitation Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
ROME, Italy 

Mr. N. i'ujinOJltI 
Naval Architect·,' Fi,.,hing Vessel Section 
Fishery Resources and Exploitation Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
ROME, Italy 

Member and Additional (co-opted) Member for ICES· 

Mr. H. Tamba-Lvche 
Secretary-General 
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 
Charlottenlund Slot 
CHARLOTTENLUND, Denmark 

Mr. B. B. Parrish 
Chairman, ICES Statistics Committee 
Marine Laboratory 
P.O. Box 101 
Victoria Road, Torry 
ABERDEEN, Scotland 

Member and Additional (co-opted) Member for ICNAF 

Mr. L. R. Da.V 
Executive Secretary 
International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
c/o Bedford Institute of Oceanography 
P.O. Box 638 
DARTMOUTH, Neva Scotia, Canada 

* Dr. F. D. McCracken 
Chairman, ICNAF' Subcommittee on Statistics and Sampling 
Biological Station 
Fisheries Research Board of Canada 
ST. AJIDREiIS, New Brunswick, Canada 

* Unable to attend meetings of the FIfth Session. 
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Obse~er for the OECD and co-opted Member 

AIr. P. Adam 
Head of the Fisheries Division 
Agriculture Directorate 
Organization for Economio Co-operation and Development 
2 Rue Andre-Pascal 
PARIS (16e), France 

Observer for the SOEC and co-opted Member 

AIr. S. L. LOUWQS 
Chief of Division, Directorate of Agriculture Statistics 
StatistiOal Office of the European Communities 
170 Rue de la Loi 
BR~SSELS 4, Belgium 

Secretary 

Mr. L.P.D. Gertenbach 
Chief, Current Statistics and Economic Data Section 
Fishery Statistics and Economic Data Branch 
Fishery Economics and Products Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Food and Agriculture OrGanization of the United Nations 
ROME, Italy 
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Appendix III 

LIST OF' DOCUMENTS 

(Arranged According to 'Agenda Items) 

STANA'5/67/ •• !l 

General 

••• IDA Advance informa ti.on for participants 

, •• lOB Oeneral information for partioipants 

Agenda Item 1 (Documents also to be used £or Agenda It~ms 9 and 10) 

••• /1A Draft agenda and schedule of work 

••• /1B Provisional list of documents 

••• /1C Provisional l:.st o£ participants 

••• /1D Statutes and rules of procedure (FAD Fisheries Circular No. 94) 

Agenda Item 2 

••. /2A Report on the fishery statistical program of ICNAF, 1965-·1968 

••• /2B Report on the fishery statistical program of ICES, 1965-1968 

••• /2C Report on the £ishery statistical program of the Statistical O££ice of the 
EUropean Communities, 1965-1968 

•.• 12D 
•• ·/2E 

•• ·/2F 

•• ·/2G 

Report on the fishery statistical program of DECD, 1965-1968 

Report on the £ishery statistioal program of FAD, 1965-1968 (FAO Fisheries 
Circulars Nos. 150 and 169) 

1965 and 1966 Reports of the ICllAF Suboommittee on Statistics and Sampling 
(Standing Committee on Research and Statistics) 

1965 and 1966 Reports of the ICES Statistical C"mmittee 

!l All documents for the Fifth Session of the Continuing Working Party on Fishery 
Statistics in the North Atlantic Area are identified by the oode nSTANAI5/67/ •• n. 
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Agenda Item 3 

... /3A ICNAF. Statistical Bulletin. Vol. 14 (for 1964) 

... /3JJ ICES. Bulletin Statistigue des Peches Maritimes, Vol. 49 (for 1964) 

... /30 

... /3D 

... /3E 

... /3F 

... /30 

Statistical Office of the :Ellropean Communities. Statistigue Agricole, 
Vol. 1965 - No.6, "Statistique de peche. JJilans d'approvisionnement, 
debarquements, prix, membres d'equipage, flotte ll 

n.o • Yearbook of Fisherl Statistics, Vol. 20, "Catches and landings, 1965" 

FAO • Yearbook of Fisherl Statistics, Vol. 21, "Fishery commodities, 1965" 

FAO. Bulletin
6
0f Fisherl Statistics, No. 12, "Catches in the North 

Atlantic, 19 5" 

Notes on the standardization of abbreviations, tabular symbols and 
terminology in fishery statistical publications (FAO Fisheries Circular 
No. 151) 

••• /3K ICNAF. Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 15 (for 1965) 

Agenda Item 4 

••• /4A ICES List of Names of Fish and Shellfish and Chart of ICES and ICNAF 
Fishing Areas 

... /4JJ 

... /40 

OECD Draft Multilingual Dictionary of Fish and Fish Products 

Draft version of FAO JJulletin of Fisher Statistics subtitled "North 
Atlantic species names" lAO Fisheries Circular No. 99) 

Agenda Item 5 

... /5A 

... /5JJ 

... /5C 

Notes on United States statistical procedures involving the use of 
conversion factors (FAO Fisheriss Circulars Nos. 152, 153, 154, 155 and 
156)' 

Conversion factors used by countries reporting data on STANA forms (!AO 
Fisheries Circular. No. 157) 

Conversion factors used by the EEC countries reporting fishery statistical 
data to the Statistical Office of the European Communities (FAO Fisheries. 
Circular No. 158) 

••• /5D Disposition of·the United States catch (FAO Fisheries Circular No. 172) 

••• /5E United States pack of tuna from domestic and imported fish (FAO Fisheries 
Circular No. 173) 
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AGend.a Item 6 

... /6A 

... /6B 

... /6C 

Classification and oodification of oountries (fAD Fisheries Circulars 
Nos. 88 and 89) 

Classifioation and codification of species and species groups (FAD Fisheries 
Circulars Nos. 159 and 168) 

Classification and codification of fishing areas (FAD Fisheries Circular 
No. 160) 

Agenda Item 7 

... /7A 

... /7B 

••• /7C 

lCNAF List of vessels OVer 50 gross tons fishing in the ICNAF Convention 
~ 

Notes on the ICNAF and ICES forms for collecting data on lists of vessels 
(FAD Usheries Circulars Nos. 78 and 90) 

Report on Meeting of Experts on Fishing Vessel Statistics, Paris, 8-10 
~larch 1967. 

Agenda Item 8 

... /8A 

... /8B 

... /8C 

Report on national procedures for treating factory trawler statistics and 
related problems (F'AO Fisheries Circulars Nos. 163 and 161) 

Lists of national classes of fishing units used in catoh/effort statistics 
(FAD fisheries Circular No. 84) 

Report on national definitions of fishing effort measures (FAO'Fisheries 
Circular No. 83) 

••• /BD Notes on the completion of STANA forms (FAD Fisheries Circulars Nos. 60, 6\ 
62, 63, 64, 96 and 98) 

... /8E 

... /SF 

... /8G 

.. • j8H 

IToposals for the collection of statistics for the waters to the south of 
the ICNAF Convention Area 

Outline of contents of the propossd FAD Bulletin of Fishery Statistics 
describing the "Inter-agency North Atlantic program in the field of 
fishery statistics" (FAD Fisheries Circular No. 164) 

Supplementary report on lists of national classes of fishing units used in 
'catch/effort statistics (FAD Fisheries Circular No. 165) 

Supplementary report on national definitions of fishing effort measures 
(FAD Usheries Circular 1'0. 166) 

••• /81 Statistical problems in waters south of ICES Statistical Area (North) 
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