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1. Arrangements were made to continue and extend the tagging operations 

on salmon caught on the Greenland coast during 1966. Two teams, each 
consisting o~ a member ~om England, Denmark and Scotland, oaught and tagged 
salmon in the Godthab district ~om 19th September to 13th November. 

2. During the ~irst hal~ o~ this period two main sites were used, the large 
~jord at Praestefjord (640 01' N 510 19' W) and a smaller erea to the 

south at Kigdlut iluat (630 54' N 510 25' W), but oocasional visits were made 
to Agpanguit iluat. During the second hal~ of the period, from mid-October to 
mid-November, only the more sheltered area at Praestefjord was fished. 

3. The nets used were shore-set gill-nets similar to those used in 1965; 
the Norwegian 'Kilenot' was not ~ished. Most o~ the nets were between. 

79 and 119 m. (43 to 65 fathoms) in length and between 14 and 16 m. (8 to 9 
~athoms) in depth. The mesh size ranged ~rom 12.0 to 16.0 cm. (~ to 6! inchos) 
stretched. Attempts were made to ~ish nets with mesh 10.0 cm. (4 inches) 
stretohed but these were not successful. 

4. The Scottish yellow plastic, double plate tag, was again used. This 
bore a serial number on one ~ace and DA4 on the other. In 1965 silver 

wire was used ~or the attaohment o~ the tag, but in 1966 both silver and steel 
wire attachments were used in alternate batohes of ten. 

5. During the period of 79 days ~i8hing, a total o~ 2137 fish was oaught, 
of which 801 (371~) were B.live and, o~ these, 728 were tagged. Some o~ 

the live ~ish were retained ~or blood and perasite studies. The general 
condition o~ the salmon tagged was very similar to that o~ the fish tagged in 
1965, but there was Borne improvement in the handling o~ the ~ish when they were 
being taken ~rom the nets and trans~erred to the tagging vessel. The proportion 
of live ~ish in the daily oatohes appeared to be largely dependent on the speed 
with which the nets could be examined and the ~ish extracted; the proportion 
was higher in those nets examined immediately after daybreak. Practioally all 
the taBged ~ish were released some distance ~rom tho netting area. 

(,. Six tagged fish were caught, ~ive o~ these carried Canadian tags and 
one hed been tagged in the River Axe (England). Un~ortunately 

all tbese fish were dead when caught. It is presumed that all these were 
tagecn fiS smolts in 1965. 

7. J\ tot'll o~ 27 local rec~l'turcs were recorded, o~ whinh three-quarters 
Vlere r,,·captllrnn. wi thin f'our days of' release (lntl, with two excepti·ms, 

Ill] Hero tnken in the Godthab district. The two ~ish caught outside the 
Godthab area were both reoaptured in the Fiekenaessst area, about 50 miles 
south of' the t"CBine site. Only one local recapture was recordod in 1965 And 
the incrense in 196(, may have been due tc (a) an increased fishing eff'ort by 
the Gr"enlcnd,,!'s, (b) better co-op~ration in returning tAgS or, (c) to the 
b"tter condition of the tagged fish. 
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B. To date, one long-distance recapture has been reported. This was a 
fish tagged in Prae8te~jord on 14th Ootober 1966 which was recaptured 

by net and coble on the River Tweed on 18th March 1967. Thus it had travelled 
about 2000 miles in 155 d~s (an apparent speed of 13 miles/day) ,and, during 
this period, it had inoreased in length from 64.0 cm. to 68.5 cm. 

9. An ane.lysis of the length measurements for each loea1ity is shown in 
Tables 1 and 2. This sample only ino1udes fish caught during the 

tag(ii.ng operEltion. Further material was collected ~rom settlements to the 
north and south of the Godthab area, but this is still being ane.1ysed. 

10. These figures show that the overall length distribution of the fish 
oaught was very similar to that of the fish caught in 1965. The overall 

average lengths of the fish oaught during the first period in Praestefjord and 
Kl.e;d1ut i1uat were 64.2 om. and 64.6 om. respectively, whereas in Prae8te~jord, 
~or the second period ,the average length was 66.0 om. 

11. The average weight for the whole sample was muoh the same as that of 
the 1965 sample (3.4 kg.). 

12. There wae again a high proportion of female ~ish in the catoh. Where 
internal eJllllllination was possible'S. ••• ',the.untagged tiah)the ratio 

durine the tirst period was 3.4 temales'to' one' male and, ~or' the, seoond period, 
2.2 ~emales to one male. .':" .' . 

13. It has not been possible to oomp1ete the examinetion of the large co1l,eetior 
of Boale material whioh came trom several districts in Greenland, but 

883 sets of soales, taken from fish oaught in Praestefjord during the tirst 
period, have been examined. . As in 1965, 98% of the fish caught had spent or,e 
winter in the sea, less than ~ had spent two winters in the sea and leBs than 
1% were previous spawners. Table 3 below gives further details. 

Table 3 Results of Scale Examinations 

Afe of Smolts at Winters in Sea Percentago Composition 
Totals M grn t1o~Jzr-,,) 

1. 2. SM. (1965) 

1 21 0 0 21 2.4 3.0 
2 343 4 0 347 39.2 49.3 
3 389 5 4 398 45.1 31.5 
4 73 0 1 74 8.4- 11.4-
5 36 0 0 36 4.1 3.8 
6 7 0 0 0.8 0.8 
7 0 0 0 0 0.2 

869 9 5 883 

14. Smolts whioh migrated when two or three years old again formed the 
bulk of this population, but the relative importance ot the two-year and 

three-year old smo1ts was reversed in 1966. 

15. The stomach contents were examined from 988 o£ the fish oaught. Capelan 
(Mallotus villosus) formed about 97% ot the food organisms present and 

euphau'Siids were also present in small numbers. About 11% of the stomachs 
were empty, oompared with about 25% in 1965. 
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