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IHIERNAllONIIL COMMISSION FOR !Hi NORTHWEST AlLAHllC FI5HUIU 

Notification Series No.4 

Notification of amendments to the Bp~clflcatlon8 of the Polish-type 

(large mesh) topside chafing gear 1n the ICNAF trawl fhheriea. 1961/68 

1. CCltltracting Governments are herewith notified that, 1n accordance with a 

decision taken QY the Cummission at its 1967 Annual Meeting, specifications of the 

Polish-type (large-mesh) topside chafing gear (ICNAF Notification Series No.1, 

.\ppend1x E) are amended to permit the chafing gear to e);tend over all or any part 

of the length of the upp.u Bide of the codend. 

(1967 ICNAF Heeting Procel'ding .. No,lS. 22 and 2.) 

A Note detailing the background of the COllUllisaion proposal regarding the 

amendllWont to the specifications for the Polish-type (lolrse-mesh) topside chafer 

18 attached &8 App~ndix A. 

l. An illu~trated d~8criptlon and Bcientific evid~nc~ for aulhorl~allon of 

the amendment to the Pol1ah-typu (large-mesh) topside chdfer h; included in 

Appendix B. 

Office of Coounisaion 
28 July 1967 

:1 

r.P~04 
L. R. Day 
Executive Secretary 
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Ba,l<j!round Note 

fd'PI.N!!1 X A. 

" Notification Serh.s :lo,4 

Notif ·utlon of It.!n ment tu Ultc! ~ ,ecifi<.:ation~ of the l'o11eh-t e tar ',·-n,e~b 

to si <.:hafin '~;:r in the ICNAF tra .... l fishe ies 196768 

At its 1966 Annual Meeting. the Commission approved the ICNAF-type topside 

chafer. the modifie,1 ICNAF-type topside chafer, the multiple flow-type topsid~ chafer 

dnd the Polish type (larg~-mesh) tOrSide chafer for the purposes of the Commission's 

proposals for international tra .... 1 regulations approved in 1963 when they enter into 

fotce. The Commission agreed that there should be a periodic review of the scien-

tiUc evidence for their retention and that the spec1fication for the four Commission 

approved topside chafers should be documented in readily accessible form. \)ocume.n-

tation was effected with the preparation and wide distribution of lCNAF Notification 

Series No.1 dated 17 March 1961. 

At its 1967 Annual ~Ieet.ing, the Commission's Standing Committee on 

Research and Statistics examined th~ spl:'c!fic.ations of the approved Polish-type 
; 

(large-mesh) chafer which described ~he chafer as only three-fifths of the length 

of the codend (ICNAf Notii ication Series No.!. AppendiX E) and tne results of 

recent investigations by lht: Fed~ral Republic of Germany and the Union of Sovi"t 

Socialist Republics which showed that large-mesh chafers of appro)limstcly lilt! I:!sme 

length and width as the codend did not obstruct the meshes or reduce significantly 

the selectivity of the codend. As a result. the Standing CommIttee recoIlllllCnded 

that the specification of the Polish-type chafer be amended to p~rmit the lenglh 

cf the chafer to be the same as the lengt11 of the codend. This (t!colllmendation was 

studied by the Commission's ad ho~ Committee on Trawl Regulations (ICNAF 1967 

Meeting Proceedings No, IS) and finally approved by Panels 1-5 (lCNAF 1967 Meeting 

P roccedin8,s~) a.~d the COlnmiSHion in Plenary Session (ICNAF 19fJ 7 Meet lng 

Proceedings No.2). 
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Deacription 

to 
NotUicali{)1l Scr1e~ No.4 

Lurge-me9h (modlfiqd pol1l1h-typC> topll1<.h: charn 

The large-mesh topside chafer approved by the C01J\D1iBsioll a9 the 

Pollah-type chafer at the 1966 Annual Meeting and with modification9 approved 

.t the 1967 Annual Meetin& conllill[&, 1n g~neral. of Ii rectangular piece of net-

tinl attached to the rear portion of the upper side of the codend and extends 

over all or any part of the upper dde of the codend and has in all its parts 

• mesh ahe twice as larSe as the mesh size of the codend and II width the same 

as the codend. The netting 1s fastened to the codend along the forward, lateral 

and rear edges of the nett in" in Buch a w8Y as to secure that the meshes of the 

netting e){ac[ly overlap the meshes of the codend. The netting 1s made of the 

same twine material and size as that of the codend. 

Example 1 (chafer covering three-fifthS length of codend) 

Thi. example of an aut.horized large-mesh chaf~r is the I'u] bh-

type chafer as recorded in a paper by W. Strzyzewski on "ih~ 

Effects of the Use of Chafing Gear on Selection Factor" (1Q!M 

ReB.Doc.66[ll) and de,cribed in Appendix E of leNAF Notification 

Series No.1 
Selection factors 3.92 (without chaf(·r) 

3.77 (with chafer) 

Polish-type (large-lRah) chafer ahawiog I!Iethod of r18Kin!!, 
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Scientific Evidence for authorization h recorded in a paper 

by StrzyzNski. W. 1966. The Effects of the U!'If' of Chafing 

Gear on Se1edion 'FactoT (1966 ICNAF Rea.Doc.66t2l and ICNAF 

Redbook 1966. Pe.lII. p,112-121). 

Example 2 (c::hafer covering whole length of codend) 

Thill exalllPle! of ~ authorized large-muh chafer in deacribed in 

detail by H. Bohl of the Infltitut f .. iT Fangtechntk, HBmhur8. Fed. 

'Rep. Germany. in hie paper "Selection experimentB with a large-

muhed topl!lide chafer" (leNA' R,a.Doc.67/32). The chafer t,eUd 

wag 224 mm meah size attached to a codend of llR mm mesh Bizt', 

54 1II'8h,. long and 48 meshes wide. Both the chahr And the (:od-

end were lIIade of double-braided polyamide twine. DvtAtLa of the 

manner in which the chafE'T W89 £1 tted to [he codefld lUI! "hown 

below. 

La rge-me!'lh cha r er wi t h 
rigging, "'~ d(,;IIf:rthpd 
by Bohl, lQfi7. 
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~.!.!;. ~.!l.~!..'!E!_~.o~ It.ut~~.~t_~o.n 18 recorded In lhe 

followinl paper. Sobl. H. Selection experiments ",an So large-

meehed topside chafer (1967 Rea.Doc.b 7n 2) 

" 

Selection factors 3.91 and 10.08 (with chafer) 
3.70 (",lthout chafer) 
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