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1. Introduction

1.1 During 1967, the CWP, ICNAF and ICES made certain proposals regarding
the appointment of representatives to the CWF, as well as suggestione for
slightly awmending its title.

The second part of COFI/68/15, presented to the Third Session of the

FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI), Rome, 24-30 April 1968, contains (i) a
sunnary reviewing the astivities of the CWP, and (ii) the proposals made by
the CWP, ICNAF and ICES. These paragraphs, extracted from documsnt COFI/68/15,
are given in Appendix A to this paper. Paragraph 36, as indicated in the
footnote to thias appondix,'haa been mlightly amended following discussions
between the Observer for ICES at the recent COFI Session and the FAQ Secretariat.

2. Agtion taken by COFI

2.1 COFI disoussed the proposals regarding the future of the CWP, and reported

a8 follows (po-uibly subject to one or two minor editing changes ):

(e) The Committee was informed that the Continuing Working Party on Fishery

Statistios in the North Atlantic Area (CWP) as well as ICES and ICNAF who

participated with FAO in the CWP, had suggested ocertsin changea in ita
composition and ite titlae,
(b) The Committee acoordingly decided to recommend to the Council to take
steps to have the statutes of CWP amended sc that it would be compomed
" of experts of whom FAQ, ICNAF and ICES would each appoint up to four,
each organization following its own constitutional proceduresj
(1) ites title would henceforth be "Coordinating Working Party on

Atlantic Fisghery Statistica"™; and
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(2) it would be made olear that as far as FAO was conocerned the CWP
was established as a Joint working party of experts under
paragraph 2 of Artiole VI of the Constitution and that the
Director-General would continue to appoint to it individuals inm
their parsonal capacity to participate on behalf of FAO,.

(o) The Committee in noting the usefulneas of the work of the CWP further
reoonmended that FAO should continue to provide the secretariat services
of the CWP, to be responsible for publisking reports of annual sessions
of the OCWP, and for sharing the cost of statistical forms, as in the past,
with ICNAF and ICES. |

(d) In recommending the new title of this body, the Committee noted that the
statistical prooedures and ooncepts developed in the North Atlantic area
were valuable in relation to other areas in the Atlantic Ocean, and that -
opportunity should be taken, whenever it offered, to apply these procedures
and oconoepis in other parts of this Ocean.

Explanatory Notes
Should the recommendations which COFI is making in its report for actiom

by the FAO Counoil, to be held from 7-25 Ootober 1968, be acceptable to both

ICEAF end ICES, the Seoretary of the CWP would arrange to change the title as

from { November 1968 %o Coordinating Working Party oun Atlantic Fishery Statistics,

The inter-agenay CWP is to meet annually, but it should be siressed that it
would deal with statistioal questions relating to fishing areae other than the
Northeast and the Northwest Atlantic only every second year, and that it would -~
oonfine itself to the North Atlantioc problems in the alternate years. Taking e

this arrangemsnt into acocount, the following schedules of sessicns and their

coverage are presented provisionally for review by FAO, ICES and ICNAF:

Year Session Areas coveraed
1968 - Sixth Northwest and Northeast Atlantio
1969 ~ Seventh Western-central and Eaetern-central Atlantiec

Mediterranean and Blaock Hea
Southeast and Southwest Atlantic

1970 ~ Eighth Northweset and Northeast Atlantio
197t - Ninth Western-central and Eastern-~central atlantio
Mediterranean and Black Sea
Southeast and Southwest Atlantio
L
1912 -~ Tenth KNorthwest &nd Northeast Atlantio
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1373} and subeequent odd-numbered years:
Western—central and Eastern-central Atlantio
Mediterranean and Black Ses
Southeast and Southwest Atlantic
1974 and subsequent even-numbered years:
Northwest and Northeast Atlantic
The cost of statistical forms not relating to the North Atlantic would not
be the financial responaibility of ICNAF or of ICES where these forms relate to
statistical areas not of direct concern to ICNAF end ICES. The existing forrs
used for the Northwest and Northeast Atlantio would be identified by the well=-Known
abbreviation "3T "o It is proposed that the other forms, used for the Western—

centrai, Eastern-central and the Southeast and Southweat Atlantic would carry the

oode naume "STATLANT", the abbreviation for "Statistics-Atlantic".
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Conference, 1959, which adopted the following resolution:

APPENDIX Al/

CONTINUING WORKING PARTY ON FISHFRY STATISTICS IN THE
NORTH ATLANTIC AREA: ITS ACTIVITIES AND PROPOSED CHANGES

Establishment of the Continuihg Vorking Party ‘CHP!

23, The Expert Meeting on Fishery Statistios in the North Atlantio Area, organized by
FAO, co-sponsorsd by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
and the International Commission for ihe Northwest Atlantic Fisheriee (ICNAF), and
held in Edinburgh, Scotland, 22 - 29 September 1959, recomnended the formation by FAO,
ICES and ICKAF of & Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the FKorth
Atlantio Area. Paragraph 91 B of the report of this expert meeiing reads aa followsi

On the completion of the proceedinge the following conclusions were egreed
by the Meeting: ‘

(1) fThe Meeting invites the Uovernments of Canada, the Federal Republic of
Germany, Iceland snd the United Kingdom, and ICES, ICNAF and FAO to
appoint one expert each to form & continuing Working Party on Fishery
Statistice in the North Atlantic area with the power to co-opt additional
wemberse to help them in their {asks.

{11) The ¥Working Party should keep under coatinuous review the progress made
in the implementation of the recommendations of the Meeting, oonzult with
the officers of governments and of international organizations with
respect to diffioculties encountered and, keeping in mind the actual state
of fishery statistical services in the different countries, make suggest—
jons for further national and international action in its field %o govern-
ments and international organizations as appropriate.

(14i) The Meeting requests the Director-General of the Food and Agrioulture
Organization of the United Fations to arrange for its Fisheries Divieion
to function as Seorstariat for the meetings of this Working Party. "

The report of thie expert weeting was precsented to the Tenth Searion of the FAOQ

Resolution No.23/59

"THE CONFERENCE

"Notes with satisfaotion that the Expert Meeting om Fishery Statietios in
the North Atlantic Area, organized by FAO, po-sponsored by the Inter—
national Council for the Exploration of the Sea and the International
Commission for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, and held in Bdinburgh,
Scotland, 22-10 September 1959, has agreed on recommendations to govern—
ments and international organizations designed to improve and considerably

s8implify the collection and reporting of fish t
P atty erogSolleot : P ng ol shery atatistics in the North

"Weloomes the suggestion of the meeting for the eatablishment of a
Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistice in the Korth Atlantio

Area, to keep under continuous review the progress made in the implement-
ation of the recommendations of the meeting, conasult with the officera of
governmenis and of internastional organizations with respect to difficulties
encountered and, keeping in mind the actusl swtate of fishery statistical
gervices in the different countries, make suggestionas for further national

and international aotion in ite field to governments and international
organizations as appropriate.

l/ Thie is the second, Paragraphs 23 thr

S OORT /68 /16 (amrris ough 39, of thr ar -
g?p$;~00bl/68/lﬁ.(“Tﬁhﬂ MATTERS DISCUSSED BY THE FOUS;EE;;;a%;:S?ON
SESSISN?AUE§ONb%HLNc$ AND BY THE COMMITTEE ON FISHSRIES AT LTS SKCOND
the FAO'Commfiieeagzl;gsﬁo FAO ;E'tge field of fisheries) Dresente& to
_ . eriar Third Session, Rome, 24 - .

for discussion under Item Y of its Provigion;l Apaéda? 30 April 1968,



.._5...

"Agrees that the Working Party should consist of one governnental expert
each nominated by the OGovernments of Canada, Germany, loeland and the
Tnited Kingdom, one expert each nominated by the Secretary~Ueneral of
the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea. and the Executive
Seoretary of the International Commission for the North-~West Atlantic
Fisheries, one expert nominated by the Director—Genmeral of FAC, and auch
additional experts as may be nominated by the Working Party itself; and

"Authorizes and requests the Director-General to establish the Working

' Party in acoordance with Article VI of the Constitution and to arrange,
a8 requested by the meeting, for the FAC Fisheries Division to functiom
a8 secretariat for the Working Party." .

Adtivities and Achievements of the Continulng Working Party

25. The following five Sessions have taken place during the eight years 1960-19671

Seeaion Place Date Report

Firat Bergen, Norway 25-26 May 1960 g Fisheries Circular
Seocond Washington, D,C, 6 ~ 8 June 1961 Fo.37

Third Rome 18-22 March 1963 . FAQ Fish. Rep.,(T)}
Fourth Rome 9 -12 March 1965 FAO Fish. Rep., 21;
Fifth Aberdeean, Scotland 10-14 April 1967 FAO Fish. Rep.,(45

It 18 proposed to hold the Sixth Session in 1968 and the Seventh in 1969. The Four-
teenth Session of the FAO Conference, November 1967, approved the proposals for
holding the Sixth and Seventh Sesaions.

Achievements

26. During the eight years of its exiostence, the CWP has become the prinoipal instru-—
ment for the coordination of fishery statietics of the North Atlantioc by FAO, ICES
and ICNAF in consultation with experts from member countries of the agencies served
and with observers from the Organization for Eoonomig Cooperation and Development
(OECD) and the Statistical Office of the European Communities (soEe).

27. By integrating and coordinating the statistical programs of FAQ, ICES and ICNAF
ralating to the fishery statistics of the North Atlantio Area, the CWP has made
poseible the standardisation of etutistical reporting systems, resulting in the
elimination of many individual reporting forms and the adoption of a limited number
of standard statietioal questionnaires. The atandard classification of speciea,
vessels and fishing gear, together with the adoption of standard definitions of
fishing effort, has greatly facilitated the work in the national offices of reporting
North Atlantic fishery statistios to the three agencies represented on the CWP, For
the same Teason, the work of the CWP haa brought about the improvement of both the
quantity and quality of fishery statistios and has facilitatsd the tinely submission
of statistical data from national offices to the three agenciea served. At the game
time, the work of the secretariats of the international agencias which ectablished
the CWP has also been significantly facllitated (e.g. instead of euch asency submit-
ting individual atatistical reguests to national offices, single requests are made on
behalf of these agenoles by the Secretary of the CWP), In brief, the overall result
of the work of the CWP has been that more and better stutistice have been obtailned
through less effort, and much greater comparability of fishery dats published by FAU,
LCES and ICNAF has been achieved.

23. While the CWP bum confined its attention to the develoyment and improvement of
fishery statimtios relating to the North Atlantic, the benefits have not accerued
8olely to countries fishing in that area. Tho statismtical procedures and concepts
developed in the North Atlantio have, imn fact, served as models for application in
fishing areas elsewhere. The results attained are being extended to other parts of
the world, especially to areas where other bodies have been or are being established
within the framework of FAO. -

29. Specialiszed fishery etatistics, especially those relating to catch and effort,
which naticnal offices are ocollecting for ICES and ICHAF and which are also used by
the Fish Stock Evaluation Branch of FAO, ars subject to constant refinement and
improvemeni. This is #o because of the changes whioch are taking place both in the
Tfishing industiry and in the techniques applied in stoock evaluation. It is for thie
reascn that the CWP ocontinues to play an important role in coordinating fisbery
statistical programs and in keeping under cantinuous review the concepts, definitions,
olassifications and techniques of data oolleotion and proceseing in usee in an area as
important ae the North Atlantic.

Proposed changes in the representation on the Continuing Working Party

Action by the CHP

30. In paragraph (16.4) of the Report of the Fifth Sepsion held in Aberdeen, Scotland,
10-14 April 1967, the CWP recommended for consideration by ICES, ICNAF and FAO:
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#{a) that ICNAP, ICES and PAO should continus to be represented in the
Continuing Working Party by two members and that observers from other
interested agencies, e.g. the Organization for Eoonomic Cooperation and
Development and the Statistiocal Office of the Eurcpean Communities,
continus to be invited to atiend the Continuing Working Party's eessions
as in the past:

"(b) that the number of national representatives in the Continuing Working
Party should atay the same, l.e. & total of four, but that beginning in
1967 and sach year thereafter, ICNAF and ICES should each nominate one
country for membership for a period of two yearsy that for this purpese
Canads and the Federal Republic of Germany could be considered to have
been nominated by ICNAF, and the United Kingdom and Iceland by ICES, when
the Continuing Working Party was established in 1960, and one of each
pair of membere could be replaced or renominated at the 1967 meetings of
ICHAF and ICES}

"(c) that as far es possible the national representatives should be chosen so
as to cover between them all ths fields of interest of the Continuing
Working Party - administrstion, biology, econcmios, technology, etos

"(d) that the terms of reference remain the same, although the demirability
of a revievw at the Sixth Hemsion would possibly arize}

"{w) that the name of the Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics in
the Nerth Atlantic Area be changed %o Coordinating Working Party on
Fighery Statistice in the North Atlantio, and that this body be estab-
lished on an inter-agency basisj "

Action by ICKAF

31, The Report of the Fifth Session of the CWP was reviewed by ICHNAF at its annual
meeting in May-June 1967, and the following ham been extrncted from its report:

"Rerregentation on the CRP

At ite fifth seasion, the CWP conmidered ite terms of reference; the
continuing need for such a groupy ite namey and posmible chunges in
reyresentution on the CWP. The eubcommittee supported the oonclusions
reached by the CWP to rename the group the Coordinating Working Party on
Fishery Statistios in the North Atlantic. The subcommittes mgreed that one
country from North America should be inoluded in national representation on
the CWP. For immediate action, it was agreed that the Federal Republic of
Germany should be replaced, preferably by Denmark. Afier the 1968 meeting
of the CWP it is expeoted that the USA will replace Canada."

Acdtion by ICES in 1967

32. The report of the CWP and the aotion taken by ICNAF was also reviewed by ICES at
ity anpual meetling in Ootobexr 1967, and the following is extracted from the report of
ICES:

" The Conmittes considered the recommendations of the CWP regarding ite
future composition, terms of reference, title and status. It endorsed the
CHP's view that despite the growing importance of fishing mctivities in

areae other than the North Atlantioc, it should continue to concentrate its
activities, for the time being, on the mtatistical problems in the North
Atlantic, with special reference to luwproving the quality of catch and effort
etatistica, but alego to the development and improvement in "economio" statis-
tiocs (e.g. producte, prices, fishing fleets, etc.)

"The Committee also recommends (B(5))
"(a) that the CWP's proposals regarding its future nomposition be approved by
1CE3, and that Franoe be invited to repluce Iceland in the Committee for

the next two yours.

*(b) that the Counoil approve the new name of the Working Party as the
"Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistice in the North Atlantio";

“(c) that the Working Party be established on an inter-agency basis, ™

Fropoeals for Coneideration by the Committee on Fishariea

33. It is now necessary to consider what action might be recommended to FiQ'e govern-
ing bodies respeociing the future status of the CWP,

34+ An urgent queestion whioh requires consideration is that of the composition of the
CWPF, In aocordance with Resolution 23/59, the CWP hae heretofore been composed of
seven experts, one deslgnated by each of four specified Governments, and ocne each by
the Executive Heads of FAQ, ICNAF and ICES. In addition, Resolution 23/59 also
provides that additional experts may ba appointed by the CWP jitself.
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35. In order to facilitate the rotation of the Governments which might be jnvited to
nominate experts, it would seem desirable not to designate %the Governmentis by name.
In thie way, no aotion would be required of the governing bodies of the three crgan-—
izations which establiphed the CWP every time that different Governments were invited
to nominate experts. Moreover, it would be desirable for the ithree organizations to
retain full authority to eppoint membere of the CWP and not to allow the latter to
appoint additional members. This would conform to FAO's normal procedures.

36£Q/It is therefore suggested that, in order not to restrict the membership of the
CWP unduly, FAO, ICNAF and ICES should each appoint from two to four experis acting in
their pesrsonal capacity. Each organization would follow ite own constitutional proce-
dures with respsct to the nomination of these experts, and ICNAF and ICES oould
approach individual governments with a view 1o their designating experte who would be,
on aocount of their funotions, in a gocd position to advise on gueations relating to
the reporting of fishery ptutistios by Governments. As far ae FAQ ie concerned, &
reccmmendation might be made to the Counoil to the effeot that the Dircotor-General
should continus to appoint individuals to participate on behalf of FAO, and %o continue
providing the seoretariat gervices of the CWP. FAO would ocontinue to be responsaible
for »ublishing reports of annual geasions of the CWP, and for sharing the cost of sta—
tistical forms, as in the past, with ICNAF and ICES.

37. The title of the CWP might aleo be ochanged io&"Cbordinating Working Party on
[}tlantiE"Finheriea Siatistics".  ————

38, If the Committee endorses the suggestion made in this paper, it may wish to
recommend appropriste action by the Counoil at 14s next session in October 1968. Such
an opporiunity might also be taken to make it clear, as far as FAD ie concerned, that
the CWP was established am & joint FAO/ICES/ICNAF inter-agency Working Party of Experts
undor paragraph 2 of Artiole V1 of the FAO Constitution. It should be noted that this
ie an inter-agency body to coordinate statistioal programs and that members of the
seoretariats of the agencies would play an important part in its work.. As far as FAQ
is roncernod these FAQ staff members would be designated by the Director-General.

39, 'The Council ie carrying out a review of FAO's statutory bodies, and the Committee
on Constitutional and Legal Matters (CCLM) stressed in peragraph 23 of the report of
its Seventeenth Session that it would De desirable to specify the precise authority and
provisions under which statutory bodies were established. These clarifications would
serve to eliminate any doubt which might arise under the terms of Resoclution 23/59 &8
to vhe composition and membership of the CWP,

g/ During its discussion of this paper, COFI was informed that following
discussion between the Observer from ICES and the FAQ Secretariat, Paragraph
36 has been slightly modified as follows:

"I4 is therefore suggested that, in order not to restrict the member-
ship of the CWP unduly, FAQ, ICNAF and ICES should each appoint up 1o four
experts. Bach organization would follow it8 own constitutional procedures
with respect to the nomination of these experts. As far as FAO 18 concerned,
a recommendation might be made to the Council to ithe effect that the Director-
General should continue to appoint individuals acting in their personal wapacily
to participate on behalf of FAQO, and to continue providing the secreiurial
services of the CWP. FAO would continue to be responsible fer publishing
reports of annual sessions of the CWP, and for sharing the cost of statisilca’
forms, as in the past, with ICNAF and ICES."

D8



