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1. Introduotion 

by 

L.P;D. Gertenbaoh 
Saoretary, Continuing Working Party on Fishery 

8tatistios in the North Atlantio Area. 

, 

1.1 During 1961, 'he CiP, ICIAF and ICES made oertain proposals regarding 

the appointment of representatives to the CliP, as well as suggeations f"T 

alightly amending ita title. 

The aeoond part of COFI/68/15, presented to ths Third Session of the 

FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFr), Rome, 24-)0 April 1968, oontains (i) a 

aummary reviewing the aotivities of the CiP, and (ii) the proposals made by 

the CiP, ICNAr and ICES. These paragraphs, extraoted from dooum6nt COFr/68/15, 

are given in ~pandix A to this paper. Paragraph 36, as indioated in the 

footnote to this appendix, has been 8lightly amended following disoUBSioll8 

between the Observer for ICES at the reoent COFr Session and the FAO Seoretariat. 

2. Aotion taken by COFr 

2.1 COFI disouased the proposals regarding the future of the CiP, and reported 

aa followa (poaaibly aubjeot to one or two minor editing changes)1 

(a) Tbe Committee waa informed tb",t the Continuing Working Party on Fishery 

Statiatioa in tbe North Atlantio Area (CWP) aa well as ICES and rCNAF who 

participated with FAO in the CliP, had suggeated oertain changea in its 

oomposition and its title. 

(b) The Committee aooordingly decided to recommend to tbe Counoil to tau 

steps to have the statutes of CliP amended so that it I(ould be oompo •• d 

of experts of whom FAO, ICNAF and rCES would eaoh appoint up to four, 

eaoh organization following its own oonstitutional prooe~e.1 

(1) its title would henceforth bl' "Coordinating Working Party on 

Atlantio Fishery Statistios"l and 
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(2) it. .ould De _de olear t.hat a. far a. 11'1.0 _. oonoerned iu CIP 

va. e.tablieaed ae a joint working party of expert. under 

parapoaph 2 of Artiole VI of the Consti t,ution and that the 

Direotor-General would oontinue to appoint to it individuals in 

taeir ,.reone~ oapaoity to partioipate on bekalf ot 11'1.0. 

(0) The Committee in notina the ueetulnes. ot the york of the CIP further 

reoommended that F.O ehould oontinue to provide the .eoretariat .ervioes 

ot the CIP, to oe respon.ible for publi.hina report. of annual .es.iona 

of ihe CIP, and tor .baring the oost of .tatistioal forms, a. in t.he past, 

vith ICKAF and ICES. 

(4) In reoommend1na the ne. iitle of ihis bod¥, the Committee nOied that the 

.iati.tioal prooedure. and oonoepts developed in the North Atlantio &rea 

.ere valuable in relation to other area. in the J.tlantio Ooean, and th~t , 

opportunity .hould be taken, whenever it offered, to apply theee prooedure. 

and oonoept. in eiher part. of thie Ooean. 

). Explanatory Hote. 

3.t Saould the reoommendations whioh COFI i. making in its report for aotion 

by the Fl.O Counoil, to be held from 1-25 Ootober 1968, be aooeptable to both 

ICKAF and ICES, the Seoret~ of the ewp would arrange to ohange the title as 

froa 1 IGYe.ber 1968 to Co0r4inatinij Working Party on J.tlantio Fisberl Statistics, 

).2 The inter-aaenoy OWP is to .eet annually, but it should be stressed that it 

vould deal vith statistioal questions relating to fishina areas other than the 

Northeast and ths Horthwest Atlantio only every second year, and that it wouldr 

oonfine i1iself to the North J.tlantio problema in the alternate years. TaKing 

thie arran18.ent into aooount, the following sohedules of sessions and their 

ooverage are presented proviaionally for review by FAO, ICES and ICKAF: 

.!!!.!: Session 

1968 - Sixth 

1969 - Seventh 

1910 - Eighth 

1911 - llinth 

1912 - renth 

Areas oovered 

Northwest and Northeaet Atlantio 

Western-oentral and Eastern-oentral J.tlantio 
Mediterranean and Black Sea 
Southe •• t and Boutawest J.tlantic 

Northwest and Bortheast J.tlantio 

Western-oentral and Eastern-oentral J.tlantio 
Meditsrranean and Blaok 5sa 
Southeast and Southwest J.tlantio 

Northwsst and Northeast J.tlantio 
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1973 and subsequent odd-numbered years. 
Western-oentral and Eastern-central Atlantio 
Mediterranean and Blaok Sea 
Southeast and Southwest Atlantio 

1974 and subsequent even-numbered years. 
Northwest and Northeast Atlantic 

3.3 The oost of statistioal forms not relating to the North Atlantic would not 

be the financial responsibility of ICNAF or of ICES where these forms relate to 

statistical areas not of direot conoern to ICNAF and IOES. The existing for~B 

used for the Northwest and Northeast Atlantio would be identified by the well-known 

abbreviation "STANA". It is proposed that the other forms, used for the Western-

central, Eastern-oentral and the Southeast and Southwest Atlantic would carry the 

oode name "STATLANT", the abbreviation for "Statistios-Atlantic". 
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APPENDIX A1I 

CONTINUING WORKING PARTY ON FISHERY STATISTICS IN THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC AREA: ITS ACTIVITI~S AND PROPOSED CHANGES 

Establishment of the Continuing Working Partr (cwp) 

23. The Exvert Keeting on Fiehery Statistios in the North Atlantio Area, organized by 
FAO, oo-aponsorad by the International Counoil for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
and the International Commiesion for the Northwest Atlantio Fisheries (ICNAF), and 
hald in Edinburgh, Sootland, 22 - 29 Se~tember 1959, reoommended the formation u,y FAO, 
ICES and ICNAr of a Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistio. in the North 
Atlantio Area. Paragraph 91 ! of the report of thiB expert m.eting reade as follows. 

" On the completion o~ the prooeedings the following oonolusions were agreed 
u,y the Meeting. 

(i) The Meeting invites the Goyeroments of Canada, the Federal Republio of 
GarmBD7, Ioeland and the United Kingdom, and ICES, ICNAF and FAO to 
appoint one expert eaoh to form a oontinuing Working Party on Fishery 
Statistios in the North Atlantio area with the power to oo-opt additional 
members to help them in their tasks. 

(ii) The Working Party should keep under oontinuous reyiew ths progress made 
in the implementation of the reoommendations of the Meeting, oonsult with 
the offioer. of gOYernments and of international organizations with 
respeot to diffioulties enoountered and, keeping in mind the actual state 
of fishery statistical serYices in the different oountries, make suggest­
ions for further national and international action in its fiold to govern­
ments and international organizations as appropriate. 

(lii) The Meeting requests the Direotor-General of the Food and Agrioulture 
Org&ni~ation of the United Nations to arrange tor its FiBberieB DiYiBion 
to funotion a. Seoretariat for the meetinge of this Working Party. " 

24· The .'aport of th1e expert meeting was presented to the Tenth Ses~ion of the FAO 
Conferenoe, 1959, whioh adopted the following resolution: 

Resolution Ho.23/59 

"TIlE CONFERENCE 

"Hotee with satisfaotion that the Expert Meeting on FiShery Statistios in 
the Horth Atlantio Area, organized by FAO, oo-sponsored by the Inter­
national Counoil for the Exploration ot the Sea and the International 
Commission for the Northwest Atlantio Fisheries, and held in Bdinhurgh, 
Scotland, 22-30 September 1959, has agreed on reoommendations to govern­
ment. and international organizations designed to improye ~ld considerably 
simplify the colleotion and reporting of fishery statistics in the North 
Atlantio area •••.•• " 

"Weloomes the suggestion of the meeting for the establishment ot a 
Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantio 
Area, to keep under oontinuous reView the progress made in the implement­
ation of the recommendations of the meeting, consult with the officers of 
government. and of international Organizations with resveot -to diffioul ties 
encountered and, keeping in mind the actual state of fishery statistical 
services in the ditferent e~untries, make suggestions for further national 
and in'ternational aotion in ita field to governmenta and interrlational 
organization. a. eppropriate. 

--------------------------
11 I'hiA iA the Clocond, Paragraj,he 23 through 39, of three parte of a 

Paper COF'I/68/15 (OTI!EH MA'l"l'lillIS D[SCUtlSED BY 'l'H~ F'()UHTEIEN~'H SI!lSSION 
OF 'rIll!; FAO CON~'EIlENCE ANU BY 'rilE COMMI'l'I'EE ON J<'Wm:IlIJ<JS AT ITS SJ<;CONlJ 
SESSION: Expert advice to F'AO in the field of fietlf!ries) presented to 
the li'AO Committee on Fisheries 'I'hird SeSSion, Rome, 24 _ 30 April 1968, 
for diacuesion under Item 9 of i te PrOvisional. Agenda. 
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"Agrees that the Working Party should consiat of one governmental expert 
each nominated ~ the Governments of Canada, Germ~, Iceland and the 
United Kingdom, one expert eaoh nominated by the Seoretar,,-General of 
the International Counoil for the Exploration of the Sea. and the Exeoutive 
Seoretar,r of the International Commisaion for the North-West Atlantio 
Fisheries, one expert nominated by the Director-General of FAO, and such 
additional experts as may be nominated by the Working Party itselfl and 

"Authorizes and reguesta the Director-General to eetablish the Working 
Party in aooord&hoe.with Artiole VI of the "Constitution and to arrange, 
as requasted ~ the meeting, for the FAO Pi.herie. Divieion to function 
a8 8eoretariat for the Working Par~ •• 

A~tivitieB and Achievement8 of the Continuing Working Part, 

25· The following five Sessions have taken plaoe during the eight yeara 1960-1961' 

SeBsion 

First 
Seoond 
Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 

1!.!2! 
Jlergen, Norway 
Washington, D.C. 
Rome 
Rome 
Aberdeen, Sootland 

Date 

25-26 ICa;y 1960 
6 - 8 June 1961 
18-22 Maroh 1963 
9 -12 Maroh 1965 
10-14 April 1961 

Report 

) Fisheries Ciroular 
) No.31 
FAO Fish. Rep.'~1) 
FAO Fish. Rep., 21) 
FAO Fish. Rep., 45) 

It is proposed to hold the Sixth Session in 1968 and the Seventh in 1969. The Four­
teenth Session of the FAO Conferenoe, November 1961, approved the proposals for 
holding the Sixth and Seventh Sessions. 

Aohievements 

26. During the eight years of its existenoe, the CWP has beoome the prinoipal instru­
ment for the ooordination of fieher" statistios of the North Atlantio by FAO, ICES 
and ICNAF in ooneultation with experts from member oountries of the agenoies served 
and with observers from the Organization for Eoonomio Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) and the Statie\ical Offioe of the European Communities (SOEC). 

27. B,y integrating and ooordinating the statistioal programs of FAO, ICFS and ICNAF 
ralating to the fiehar,r statistios of the North Atlantio Area, the CWP has made 
possible the standardization of statistical rsporting systems, resulting in the 
elimination of man.y individual reporting forms and the adoption of a limited number 
of standard statietioal questionnaires. The standard clessifioation of speciee, 
veesels and fishing gear, together with the adoption of standard. definitions of 
fiBhing effort, has great17 faoilitated the work in the national offices of reporting 
North Atlantio fishery statistios to the three agenoies represented on the CWP. For 
t~e same reason, the work of the CWP has brought about the improvement of both the 
quantity and quality of fishery statistios and has faoilitabd th~ timely submission 
of statistical d"t" from national offices to the three agencJ.~. served. At tbe eame 
time, the work of the secretariats of the international agencies which eotablisbed 
the C;WP has also been significantly facilitated (e.e. instead of each a;;ency submit­
ting individual statistical requeets to national offioos, single requests are made on 
buhalf of theBe aeenoies by the Seoret"ry of the CWP). In brief, tho overall reeul t 
of the work of the CW!' haa been that more and. better statistios have been obtained 
through 18s8 effort, and much greater oomparability of fiah"r.r data published by FAO, 
ICES and lCNAF haa boen aohieved. 

:!ll. While the ClIP h"a coniined its attention to tho davelol'ment and improvement of 
fiehery statistios rel .. ting to the North Atlantio, the benefits h"ve not accrued 
8<)1017 to countries fishing in that IIrea. ~'ho statistio"l procedures aud concepts 
developed in tho North Atlantio have, in fact, served as models fo.r ap~lication in 
fiehing areas elsewhere. The results attained are being extended to other parts of 
the world, espeoially to aress where other bodies have been or are being established 
w~thin ths framework of FAO. 

29. Speoialized fishery statistics, espeoially those relating to catoh and effort, 
whioh national offioes are oolleoting for ICES and'ICllAF and. which are also used by 
,he Fish Stook EYaluatlon Jlranoh of FAO, are subjeot to oonBtant refinement and 
improvement. This is 80 beoause of the changes whioh are taking place both in tho 
fishing industry and in ths teohniques applied in stook ev .. luation. It is for this 
reason that the CWP oontinues to play an important role in coordinating fishery 
• ta tiat!cal programs and in keeping under CQIlUnuoua review the concep-ts, definitions, 
olassifioations and teohniques of data colleotion and processing in uee in an area ae 
important as the North Atlantic. 

Proposed chanese in the representation on the Continuing Working Party , 
Aotion by the CWP 

30. In paragraph (16.4) of the Report of the Fifth Seesion held in Aberdeen, Scotland, 
10-14 April 1961, the CWP recommended ror oonsideration by ICES, ICNAF and FAO. 
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1hat ICNAr, ICES &D4 PAO .hould oontinue to be represented in the 
Continuing Workina PartT ~ two memberB and that obBerver. from other 
intere.ted agenoiea, e.g. the Organization for Eoonomio Cooperation and 
Development and the Stati_tioal Offioe of the European Communiti •• , 
oontinue to be invited to attend the Continuing Working Party'. eseeiona 
as in the paat. 

that the number of national representatives in the Continuing Working 
Party should st~ the same, i.e. a total of four, but that beginning in 
1961 and eaoh year thereafter, ICNAr and ICES should eaoh nominate one 
oountr,y for membership tor a period of two yearsl that for thi_ purpose 
Canada and the Federal Republio of Germany oould be considered to have 
been nominated by ICNAF, and the United Kingdom and Ioeland ~ ICES, when 
the Continuing Working Party was established in 196C, and one of eaoh 
pair of members oould be replaoed or renominated at the 1967 meetings of 
ICNAr and ICES I 

that aB far as possible the national representative. should be ohosen so 
a. to oover between them all the fielda of intere_t of the Continuing 
Working PartT - admini_tration, biology, eoonomioe, teohnology, etol 

"(d) that the term. of raferenoe remain the .am., although the d •• irabl11ty 
of a review at the Sixth SeBsion would poaalbly ari.el 

"(.) that the name of the Continuing Working Party on FiBher,y StatiBti08 in 
the North Atlantio Area be ohanged to Coordinating Worki~ Party on 
FiBhedl Statistioe in the North Atlantio, and that thi. ~ar be estab­
lishe on an inter-aeeney baliB I " 

Action by ICIIAF 

31. The Report of the Fifth Seasion of the CWP waB reviewed by ICBAr at ita annual 
meeting in ~-June 1967, and the following has been extraoted from its report: 

ItRel'reaerltation on th" CWP 

At ite fifth aftssion, the CWP oonsidered itB terma of refereneel the 
oontinuing need for suoh a grouPI itB namel and possible ohanaeB in 
re"reBentlLtion on the CliP. The suboommittee supported the oonolusions 
reaohed by the CWP to rename the-group the Coordinating Working Party· on 
Fishery Statistios in the North Atlantio. The suboommittee agreed that one 
oountry from North Amerioa should be inoluded in national representation on 
the CWP. For immediate aotion, it ~as agreed that the Federal Republio of 
Germany should be replaoed, preferably by Denmark. After ths 1968 meeting 
of the CWP it is expeoted that the USA vill replaoe Canada." 

ACition by ICES in 1961 

32. The report of the CWP and the aotion taken by ICNAF was alao reviewed ~ ICES at 
i t'l annual m"eting in Ootober 1967, and the following is extracted from the report of 
ICES. 

" The Committee considered the recommendations of the CWP regarding ite 
future oomposition, terms of referenoe, title and status. It endorsed the 
CWpt. view thst despite the growing importance of fishing aotivities in 
areas other than the North Atlantio, it should oontinue to ooncentrate ita 
aotivities, for the time being, on the statietioal problema in the North 
Atlantic, with apeoial referenoe to improving the quality of catch and effort 
ataUsUos, but also to the development and improvement in "eoonomio" statis­
tios (e.g. products, prioes, fishing fleets, eto.) 

"The Commit t.e also reoommends (B(5» 

"(a) that th" CWpt s propoaale regarding its futuro nomposition be apI,roved by 
lG.e:S, and that Franoe be 1nvitod to repll10e Ioeland 1n the Committee for 
ihe next two leura. 

"(b) tha t the Counoil approve the new name of the Working Party as the 
"Coordinating Working Part.r on Fj,eher,y Statbtica in the North Atlantio"! 

"(0) that the Working P .. rty be eetabl1Rhed on an inter-agenoy basis. " 

Fropoeala for Consideration by the Committee on Fisheries 

33. It ia no~ necessary to consider what aotion might be reoommended to FAO's govern­
ing bodies respeoting the future Btutus of the CWP. 

34. An urgent queeUon whioh requirAe consideration io tbat oJ: the composition of the 
CWP. In aocordance with Resolution 23/59, the CliP has heretofore bean oomposed of 
seven experts, one designated by eaoh of four opeoified Governmonta, and one eaob by 
the Exeoutive Heads of FAO, ICNAli' and ICES. In addition, ResolutIon 23/59 also 
provides thut additional 8Xj)Orto may b .. appointed by th" CWP itselJ:. 
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35. In order to faoilitate the rotation of the Government" which might be invited to 

nominate experte, it 1I0uld seem desirable not to designate the Governments by name. 

In this lIay, no aotion lIould be required of the governing bodiee of the three organ­

izations which established the CWP eve17 time that d.uterent Governments lIere invited 

to nominate ."perte. Moreover, it would be deairable tor the 'three organizations to 

retain tull authority to appoint members of the CWP and not to allow the latter to 

appoint additional members. This would conform to FAO's normal procedures. 

36JSilt is therefore suggested that, in order not to restrict the membership of the 

CWP unduly, FAO, ICNAJ' and ICES should each appoint trom two to tour e"1,erts actin!; in 

their porsonal oapaoity. Each organization 1I0uld follow its own conatitutional proce­

dures with respeot to the nomination of these experts, and ICNAF and ICl!:S oould 

aVpr~aoh individual governments with a view to their designating experts who would be, 

on aooount of their funotions, in a good poaition to advise on questions relating to 

the reporting of fiehe17 st .. Ustios by Governmenta. Aa far as FAO is concerned, a 

reccmmendation might be made to _t~e Counoil to the effeot that the Dirootor-Gener .. l 

should oontinue to appoint individuals to partioipate on behalf ot FAO, and to oontinue 

providing the Beoretariet servioeB ot the CWP. FAO would oontinue to ba responsible 

for ~ubliBhing reporta ot annuel a8aaionB of thQ CWP, and tor .haring the oost of ata­

tistioal forms, as in the past, with ICNAr and ICES. 

31 ! ___ '!he tiU~_oLj;~~_~P might alBo be ohanged to I';~oordinating Working Party on- ( 

[AtlantloFiahariae Statistios"; , - __ _ _ 

38. It the Committe. endorses the suggeation mada in this paper, it may wiah to 

reoommend appropriate aotion b,r the Counoil at ita next aeBsion in Ootober 1968. Such 

an opportunity might also be taken to make it olear, as far aB FAO is oonoerned, that 

the CWP was establiahed as a joint FAO/ICES/ICNAF inter-agency Working Party of Experts 

undor paragraph 2 of Artiole VI ot the FAO Constitution. It should be noted that this 

is an inter-agenoy body to ooordinate statistioal programs and that members of the 

Beoretariata ot the agenoies would play an important part in ita work., Aa tar as FAO 

iB noncernod theae FAO ataft memberB would be deBignated b,r the Direotor-General. 

39. The Counoil ie carrying out a review of FAO's statutory bodies, and the Committee 

on Constitutional and Legal Mattere (CCLM) stressed in paragraph 23 ot the report of 

its Seventeenth Session that it would be deairable to specify the preoise authority and 

provisions under which statutory bodies lIere established. TheBe clarifioations would 

serve to eliminate any doubt lIhioh might arise under the termB of Resolution 23/59 aa 

to .he oomposition and memberBhip of the CWP. 

!I During its discussion of this paper, COFI was informed that following 

discussion between the Observer from ICES and the FAO Secretariat, Paragraph 

36 has been slightly modified as follows: 

"It is therefore suggested that, in order not to restrict the member-

ship of the CwP unduly, FAO, ICNAF and ICES should each appoint up to four 

experts. Each organi&ation would follow its own constitutional procedures 

with respect to the nomination of these experts. As far as FAO is concerned, 

a recommendation might be made to the Council to the effect that the Di ~"~'~'r­

General should continue to appoint individuals acting in their p"rsonal "",>"C1 ly 

to parti.cipate on behalf of FAO, and to continue providing the secreturi"t 

services of the CWP. FAO would continue to be responsible for publishinil 

reports of annual sessions of the CWP, and for sharin/> the (;ost of statl"t.ic,,' 

forms, as >n the past, with ICNAF and ICES." 
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