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1 • INTRODUCTION 

1.1 With the development of the oo=n inter-agency program of ICNAli', rr :'. 

and FAO to standardize and otherwise refine national reporting and agency 

prooessing and publioation of North Atlantic fishery statistics, it has become 

obvious that the task of readers using the various publications of the different 

inter-BOvernmental fishery agenoies would be greatly facilitated if the 

abbreviations and symbols used in tables were standardized. Such standardization 

would also faoilitate the task of the national offices when reporting in tabular 

form data to these agencie •• 

2. ACTION BY THE CWl 

The following paragraphs 2.1 to 2.5 are paragraphs 7.1 to 7.5 respectively of 

the Report of the Fifth Session of the CWP, April 1967. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

With referenoe to document STANAI5/67/3G (Notee on the standardization of 
abbrev1ationsJ tabular symbols and terminolo~ in fishery statistical 
publications \FAO Fisheries Circular No. 151)) the Continuing Workj.n& Pal t:, 
discussed the need for and the possibility of a common system of abbreviat~onl 
and symbols for use in etatistioal publications. 

In thie connection it wae pointed out that the symbol ¢, used for 
"negligible, or less than half the uni t listed" prEosented typographic 
difficultiee for some printers, and might easily be confused with other 
statietioal symbols. It was therefore .ecommended that the Secretary 
of the Continuing Working Party should investigate the possibility of 
ohanging to another symbol, or to use 0 (zero) as meaning "nil, or less 
than half the unit listed", in the FAO YearbOOk of FisherY Statistics. 

In the meantime, however, it was agreed that FAO, ICNAF and IOl!lS would 
oontinue to use the symbol "¢" temporarily in order to aohlev .. a oorlJlII'm 
system for the three publioations gIving oatoh statistios tOl' tho NUl'lil 
Atlantio. The Continuing Working Party also r¥oomruended the introduu~ion, 
in all North Atlantic tishery statistioal publications, of bold horizontal 
or vertioal bar. to indioate signifioant breaks in the historioal 
oomparability of time .eries. 

The Continuing Working Party recommended that the Secretary, after oonsulting 
other international etatietioal bodiee, prepare a Btandard list of symbolB 
for oonsideration and adoption by FAO's Department of Fishories, ICES and 
IeNAP. 
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2.5 The ConUnuillB WorItiDB Parv also urged that the designation "liolllinal ca~chn 

should replace the 1JOrld "catch" where practicable in the 11'.10 Yearb091l: of 

Fi'bert Stati.tics, Bulletin of Fishery Statistics and Fisheries Circulars, 

a. well as in other publications whenever "live weight equivalent of the 

landed weight" i. indicated. 

3. SUllSEQUENT ACTIQJ :BY TllE SECRETARY OF THE CWl 

3.1 The Secretary of the CIP raised this problem concerning the .tandardization 

of tabular abbreviation. and s~bols at a UlT Jo!eeting of Statistici&n8. It was 

reoommended that the abbreviations and s~bols used by the UN Statistical Office 

in iiP annuallT pubU • .lled •• tiatic&1 Y""o* would be the most appropriate 

balil to be u.ed for standardizing these features of .tatistical publicati)ns. 

3.2 The a~bol. aa u.ed by the UN Statistical Office in it. Statistical 

Yearbook are aa tollowlI 

E.1PLANATI())T OF SnmOLS 

Categor,y Dot app110able • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Data not available •••••••••••••••••••••• 

~ tude .ero •••••.••.••.••.•••.••••• 

~tude lea. than half of unit employed ••••••••••• 

PrOVisional • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • 

United Iationa •• ttmate •••••••••••••••••••• 

Data oalculated by the Statistical Office of the United Nation. 

A marked break in the .erie. is indioat.d by a v.rtioal bar •• 

Dee1-mal tigur.s are alw~. pr.oeded by a p.riod (.). 

Thousand. and million. are separated by a Ipao •• 

• 
••• 

t O.~ 
* 
J[ 

1 
I 

Figures not inoluded in totals. and SUbtotals are given in parenthe •••• 

3.3 The s~bols u •• d by the UN together with their definitions, have 

bean adjulted to tho.e u.ed currently in the FAO Yearbook of FisherY 

Stati.tic.. This revis.d version is given below ( •• e Section 4). It 

is propo.ed that these are oon.idered by IONAl, ICES and FAO D.partment 

at Fllberies, as the baai. for further discuseion before a stand.ard version ,. 

is adopted by all the fishery agenoieo oonoerned. ~hould this be aoceptabJo,' 

FAO would introduoe these n.w symbols and replace the existing onos in the 

Xearbook of Filhery Stathtios, commenoillB with Volume 26, and in the Bulletin:

at l1shtrl Sj,ti.tio. and lisheri" 9iroultr' to be published beginning 

1 January 1969. 

3.4 It should b. etres.ed that not all the symbols and concepte li.tedand de!i 

below in Section 4 need be used in publications. It is proposed that each 

agenoT should be free to .eleot tho.e whioh it wish •• to uee, but should, in 

making selections, oonform to these proposed standards. 

r 
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4. STANDARD NOTES AND SYMBOLS. DRAFT PROPOSALS 

4.1 NOTE ON GEOGRAPHIC .Al!EAS ("COUllmIBS" AND "TEBRITORIES"). 

In the stubs and oolumn headings of table •. the term "oountry" oovers also' 

territories, parts of oountries, parts of territories, or oombinations of 

these, such as eoonomio or customs unions, eto. The designations of countries 

and territories and the arrangement of material in this publioation should 

not be oonsidered as impl1ing ~ endorsement or other judgment by the Se9retariat 

of the Foed and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations regarding the 

legal status of any oountry or territory, or of its authorities, or in respect 

of the delimitation of it. boundaries. 

The form of statietioal presentation in this Yearbook was adopted solely for 

the purpose of providing a oonvenient geographio basis for the aooompanying 

atathtioal aarie..The .a_lI.ualitioaticm appli.a equall;,. to all notes Wid 

explanatione oonoerning the geographio unit. forwhioh data are presented. 

4. 2 STANDARD TIJoIIIl REFEliENCI 

}lominal oatoh and landings data in this Yearbook refer to the "year of l&liding", 

i.e., to the twelve months of the oalendar year or of the split year during 

whioh the fish was landed. Adjusted data refsrring to the "year of oapture", 

are footnoted. 

The oalendar year is indioated b;,. the normal annotation (e.g. 1938, 1948, 1958, 

1963, eto.) 

A spl1 10 year - twelve-month period beginning in one oalendar year and ending in 

the next - is indioated by an oblique stroke (e.g. 1960/61, 1962/63) 

A period of oonseoutive oalendar years, including both years specified, and an 

average of a period of oonsecutive calendar years are both indicated by a dash 

(e.g. 1948-52, 1953-57, 1958-62). 

4.3 STANDARD EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS 

Thousands and milliona are separated by a' space and a period precedes the 

deoimal figure(s) (e.g. 9 876 543.21) 
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(a) Magnitude known to be nil or zero; (b) ."iven in original SOll::'C8 

as "nil or negligible" without further 1Irecision 

(a) Magnitude known to be more than zero but less than half the unit 
or final digit used, (b) negligible or insignificant 

Not available (mainly because Ul10btainable or included in another 
figure) 

Category not applicable 

Data expressed in units other than metric tons 

Sub-totals or figures that must be shown distinctly 

Species aggregates of which more than ten percent was estimated by 
the agency 

* Provisional, preliminary 

x Estimate made by the agency 

l Data calculated by the agency 

I A marked break in a time series presented horizontally 

- A marked break. in a time series presented vertically 

nes. Not elsewhere specified 

sp. Species (singular) 

spp. Species (plural). 
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