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A herrin, otolith exchange, initiated in 1966 

for comparison of ageing techniques, was continued on an 

informal basis in 1967. Two samples of 100 otoliths each 

were collected by Poland from Subarea 5 (Div. SZ) and 

examined by scientists at laboratories in Poland, the 

'United States, and C'anada. The age estimates were made 

independently and, at least for the U.S. and Canadian 

laboratories, were without any reference whatsoever to 

the size of the fish. The results are presented in the 

accompanying tables. 

Following the method of reporting used in 1967 

in comparing th~ estimates from each pair of laboratories, 

the cases in which readings were identical are shown by 

numbers inside the squares. The disagreements are 

outside. 

It is again obvious from these comparisons that 

there are signifiaant differences in the criteria used in 

the three countries to estimate age. For both samples, the 

age estimates from Poland tended to be higher (as much as 

5 years in 2 cases) than those from Canada, whereas 

estimates fro. the U.S. laboratory were lower in Sample 1 

and higher in Sample 2. There was closer agreement between 

the two Canadian laboratories than for any of the others, 

and this is undoubtedly a result of the many consultations 

and workshops that have been held on the whole subject of 

ageing techniques. 
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This exercise has been useful in establishin, 

the fact that there is a lack of unifor.ity in descriptions 

of the a,e- and year-class structure of herrin, stocks in 

the ICNAF area. It has been relatively futile, however, 

for resolving the differences. The solution to the ~roblem 

would see. to lie in frequent and direct communication and 

consultation between scientists in the various laboratories. 
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3'nple ;'10. 1 
Location: G(,orges l:lan)t (Uivision 
D~te: Septe,uber 4, 1965 
lio. of fish: 100 
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S?Jllple 110. 1 (c'mtinued) 
Loc~ti~n: UO()rgGB B-nk (Division 5Z) 
D~te: deptn1ber 4, 1965 
no. or fir;!;: 100 
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GiJ.;nple Ho. 2 
Location: Scorgcs Bank(Divislon (5Z) 
Date: Decenber 7, 1966 
Lo. of fish: 100 
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~:;:)" .. lpl8 lio. 2 (continued) 

10~3tion: G8~rges D~nk(Division 5l) 
U~ta; Ue~e,jbcr 7, 1)66 
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