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by Jens ~eller Jensen. 

The purpose of thia paper is to give a survey of all recapturee 

of salmon in Greenland waters and the distribution of these. In the second 

part of this paper, there ia a survey of the tagging experimente in Green

land and the reoaptures from these. 

Recaptures in 1967. 

Table 1. shows the recaptures in Greenland waters of ealmon tagged in America 

and Europe • 

Table 1. S - salmon tagged as smoHs,' A ~ salmon tagged as adult, l!:.G. = 

Eaat, Greenland. 

Div. Canada. U.S.A. Scotland. England. Sweden. Ice1a!1d. 

S A S A S A S A S A S 

1 A - - - - - - - - - - -
1 B 11 - 10 ·1 2 2 - 1 2 - -
1 C 25 1 9 2 6 - 3 - 1 - 1 

1 D 37 - 8 - 10 - 1 - 3 - -
1 E 23 - 4 1 3\ ), 1 - - - -
1 F 8 - 1 - 1 - - - 2 - -
E.G. - - - - - - - - -. -. -

1 NK 1 - 2 - 1J 1J - - - - -
~otul 105 1 34 4 23 4 5, 1 8 - ). 
-_._--

The total nwnber of recaptures in 1967 was 186, of these 176 we::e 

tagged as smolts and 10 tagged as adult. 

The recapture of a salmon tagged in Iceland is the first recapt~e 

from this country and a demonstration of the supposition that salmon from 

Iceland migrate to Greenland, too. 

Recaptures from 1956 - 1967. 

Tables 2 - 8 shows the total number of recaptures in Greenland waters. The 

years in the tables are the year of recapture, not of tagging. 
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. Table 2. aecaptures in Greenland of salllon tagged in Canada. 

Diy. 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 
S A B A S A S A S A S A S A S A 

1 A - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · 
1 B - - - J. - - 2 2 1 - 1 - 30 - 11 · 
1 C 1 · 2 li - - 1 1 5 - 3 - 35 - 25 1 
1 D - · - . - · - - 1 · 1 - 30 - 37 · , 

1 E · - - - - · - - 2 · 5 - 17 - 23 -
1 F · - . - . · - - 2 · 2 . 8 . 8 -
E.G. · · - - . · . - . - - - . - - -

1 HK. · - - - - - . - 3 - 3 1 14 - 1 -

Total 1 · 2 2 - - 3 3 14 · 15 1 134 tI 105 1 

~ere are 6 recaptures more froll Canada. the years for the reoaptureo 

are unknown. but 3 of them were tagged in 1964. and the last 3 were tagged in 

1965. all of them as smolts. 

The total number of recaptures from Canada are 287. of these 280 were 

tegged as smolts and 1 as adult Ba1mon. 

U.S.A. 

Table 3. Recaptures in Greenland of salmon tagged in U.S.A. 

Div. 1963 1964 1965 1966 1961 . 
s A S A S A S A S A 

.... 

1 A - . - - · · · - . . 

1 B - - - 1 · - · - 10 1 

1 C 1 - - . - - · 1 9 2 I 

1 D - - · - · - · · 8 -
1 E - . · . · · - · 4 1 

1 F - - · - · - · lL 1 -
E.G. . - - - - · - · - . 

1 NK. - - - - - - - - ., ,. -
.. 

Total 1 - - 1 - - - 2 34 4 
-.. 
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The. total number of recaptures of salmon tagged in U.S.A. is 42, of 

these 35 were tagged as smolts and 7 as adult. 

Scotland' 

Table 4. Recaptures in Greenland of salmon tagged in Scotland. 

1956 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 
Div. S A S A S A S A S A S A S A 

, 

1 A - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ I 1 B - - - - - - 2 - 1 1 1 3 2 

1 C - 1 2 - - - 7 - 1 - 1 1 6 -
1 D - - - - - 1 - - - - 1 - 10 -
1 E - - - - li - - - 2 - 3 - 3 1 

1 ]i' - - - - - - 2 - 1 - li - 1 -
E.G. - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - I 

1 NK. - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 1 

Total - 1 2 - 1 L 11 - 5 1 9 4 23 4 
-- - - -- - --_._-

The total number of recaptures in Greenland waters of salmon tagged 

in, Scotland is 62, 51 of these were tagged as smol ts and 11 were tagged as 

adult salmon. 

England I 

Table..'2.!. Recaptures in Greenland of salmon tagged in England. 

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 
lJiv. S A S A S A S A S A S it 3 A 

1 A - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 B - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1-

1 C 2 - 2 - 2 - 7 2 6 - 1 - 3 -
1 D - - - - - 1 - - - - 2 - 1 -
1 1~ - - - - - - - - 2 1 1 1 1, -
1 F' - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 - - -
E.G. - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 NK. - - - - - - 1 - 2 - '7 - - -
_ .. 

Total 2 - 2 - 2 1 9 2 1 1 2 1 5 1 
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The total number of reoaptures in Greenland waters of salmon tagged 

in· gngland is 49, of these 43 were tagged as smolts and 6 as adult salmon. 

Irelandl 

Table 6. Reoaptures in Greenland of salmon tagged in Ireland. 

1964 1965 1966 1967 
]Jiv. S A S A S A S A 

" 

1 A - - - - - - - -
1 B - - - 1 - - - -
1 C - 3 - - - - - -
1 1J - - - - - - - -
1 r~ - - - 1 - 1 - -
1 }' - 1 - - - - - -
E ., .v - - - - - - - -

, 

1 NK - - - - - - - -
Total - 4 - 2 - lL - -

- - --

The number of recaptures from Ireland is 71 and all were tagged as 

adult salmon. 

Sweden: 

Table 7. Recaptures in Greenland of salmon tagged in Sweden. 

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 ' 1966 1961 
Div. s A S A S A S A S A S A S A 

, 

I 

1 A - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 

1 B - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - , 

-~'\i 
I 

1 C 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 -
1 D - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 -
1 E - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 E' - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 -
E.G. - - - - - - - - l - - - - -

1 NK. - - - - l - - - - - - - - -

Total 1 - 1 - 1 - - - 1 - - - 8 -
,.- . 
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The total number of recaptures from Sweden amounts 12, all tagged 

as smolts, 2 of these were tagged in Lulea, in the northern part of Sweden. 

Table 8. Recaptures in Greenland 

-

t (:" ~: i' I, 

of salmon"tagged ,,' in various countries. 

Canada. U.S.A. Sootland. England. Ireland. Sweden. Iceland. 

Year S A S A S A S A S A S A S 

--
1956 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - -
1960 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -
1961 2 2 - - - - , 2 - - - 1 - -
1962 - - - - 2 - 2 - - - 1 - -
1963 3 3 'T)'-;},· 1 1- 2 Ii - - 1 - -
1964 14 - - 1 11 - 9 2 - 4; - - -
1965 15 1 - - 5 1 11 1 - 2 1 - -
1966 134 '- - 2 9 4 12 lL - 1 - - -
1967 105 1 34 4 23 4 5 1 - - 8 - 1 

. 

1 NK 6 - - - - - - - - - - - -
1--

l' Irotal 280 7 3~ ) ':, ' 
5l 11 43 6 - 7 12 - 1 

, . , 

Table 8 gives the ·total number of recaptures in Greenland waters of 

salmon tagged in various countries. The total number is 460, of these were 422 

t ",,;ged as sllIel t s, and 38 tagged aa adu1 t salmon. 

,!!istribut.ion 01' the recaptures. 

It is very difficult to find any regularity in the distribution of 

the recaptures, and unfortunately the number of recaptures from salmonctagged 

in Europe is much smaller than. the number of salmorl tagged in North Ame:cica. 

There are many reasonslthe difference in the number of fish tagged, migration 

to other areas, and proportion between, salmon and grilse. If just the varLlls 

countries would use the same type of smolt tag, it would be ee.sier to compare 

recaptures from different areas. 

Table 9 shows the frequency of recaptures in 19()i, and 1967 of sal

mon tagg'ed as smelts in North America and Europe. 

~~ 
caught. (= 

area (N. 

~'he frequancy is exp.r<!s<3ed in )1,. reoaptures per ~;~ taunber of salmon 

~ • C , where N- total number p1' recaptures per year anll 
• 0 

America and Europe resp.) n= number 

t;'1.gging 

area and division.C ... total catch (in number) 

per year and division.) 

of recaptureo per year, tagp,itliS 

per year. c= catch(in number) 

Div. 1966 1967 
N - America. ~urope. N - Amerioa. Europe. 

lJ B. 1.64 0.55 1.lJ6 0.82 
1 G. 1.13 0.65 O.Btl 1.06 
1 D. 1.42 1.42 1.79 2.06 
1. ill. 0.47 1.10 u.69 0038 
1. F. 0.60 1.70 0.69 0.86 

llumb,,!' : 120 12 134 36 
----
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The frequenoy of salmon from North Amerioa is higher in !liv.l B 
than the frequency of salmon from Europe, in Div.l B' it is opposite. j,'or both 
categories of salmon in Div. I D the frequenoy is very high, this might be 
ca.used by the fact that the laboratory of Greenland Fisheries Investigations 
is placed in Godth!b,Div. I D. 

An explanation of the h:l!"her frequency of l~urop'~an recaptures in 
Div. 1 F'. might be that the salmon from North America and Europe migrate to 
Ilest Greenland by two different routes. The European salmon probably migrates 
along the Irminger Current to East Greenland and around Cape B'arewell to West 
[;reenland. There are two recaptures of salmon tagged in Europe, one in Scotland 
1966 and one in Sweden 1965 from Angmagssalik(65°50'N-37°00'W). About the route 
of migra·tion from North Amerioa to West Greenland, it is, however,nahura1 to 
presume that salmon arrives at the shore of West Greenland direct from North 
America and not via illast Greenland. Therefore the concentration of salmon 
from Europe should be bigger in Div.l 10' than the concentration of salmon 1'rom 
North America. 

lieoaptures from the 'faCging Experiments in Greenland Water:s. 

The 'friGging ~:1Cperiments 1965. 
i'he total number of salmon tagged was' 223,' and 3 of these salrnon 

were recaptured. 'fwo of them were locally recaptured and these salmon had spent 
J ',nr[ 26rJay.1 respectively in the sea after the tagging. 'l'he third remtpture 
"as taken .in Cana~a, it was reg.0071-DA-4. 

!E:fi lJo./j071-J~ 
Date: 

Pluoe: 

Length: 

Weight: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Details 01' Tagging. 

29th September, 1965., 

Praestefjord. r ,IV. \~'l , 
57 - 60 em. 

li'emale. 

4.1+ 

The ~tng Experiment 1966. 

Details of Recapture. 

June 1966. 
Grand llrui t, Hurgeo-LaPoile lJistri,et. 

About '{ l.b. 

( 'llhH tott-J.l number of salmon t.al'~·god. wuu .728 • ., rl'her(! I,oJere 20 locaJ I'(.'c(J,P-
tU.C'I!rJ , () l' thr:'Joo ;!4 hud nponL bu LWHCII 'I and 

, 

U dayn in Lho :I('U al"Le,I,' tJlf'~ l.'ell~~.I.::e, 
th,) /.,wL rOUt, 11,,,1 rljJE:nC fro,. HJ Lo ~o uHyO in tll« Baa 11.1'1.01' th" ta(r(rlnl~. 1'wo of 
the recaptures wero caught neal' li'iskenaess"t, which io about 50 milt'" sou.th cf 
Goel-that, where tuggi.ng wau curr:i.nd (JuL. l"our. ualulO!l were caught in thj<:!i1.' Tl:.j.t..lv~ 
rivers, .3 in Scotlan,l and I in l:anada. 

'fail No.00U9-IJA 4. 
Date: 

Place: 

Length: 

Weight: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Hemarks: 

Details of 'rI.l.Bginr). 

14th October,19Gb. 

Praestel'jord. 

64 cm( fork length. 

3.1+ 

G7 

Detuil" of H"CClpt~ 

18th ~brch,196'r. 
Net and (;ob1." fishery at Hor/lclifle, 

Hive!:: Tweed. 

60.5 cm(rorlc lr.mgtb) 

3.1 kg. 

3.2 

(;(Jod condition. 



Tag No.0957,-DA 4. 

Date: 

Place: 

Length I 

Weight, 

Sexi 

Agel 

Tag No.U936-Da 4. 

Date: 

Placel 

Length: 

Weight I 

Sexi 

Age: 

Remarks: 

T8!j No.0403-DA 4. 

Date: 

Place: 

Length: 

Weight: 

Sex: 

Agel 

Hemarks: 

-- 7 -

27th October,1966. 

Praestefjord. 

69 clIl(fork length) 

j1emale. 

3.1+ 

26th October,1966 • 

Praeetefjord. 

69.5(fork length) 

Female. 

2.1+ 

30th September ,1966. 

Praestef'jord. 

70 - 74 em. 

Male. 

2.1+ 

T.he 'ragging Experiment, 1967. 

Set net,Lower Newcastle in the 
upper part of the Miramichi estuary. 

28"(to tip of relaxed tail) 

9 lb. 

3.2 

7th July ,19 67. 

Net and Coble fishery at Yarrow, 
River Tweed. 

74.0 cm(fork length) 

4.3 kg. 

Female. 

2.2+ 

Slight tag wound,net burns visible 
but sllght.Generat appearance of 
fish good. 

11th October,1967. 

R.Livet,a tributary of the Hiver 
Avon whioh is itself a tributary 
of the r.Spey. 

80 - 85 cm. 

4.55 kg. 

Male(partly spent) 

2.2+(6°0f' erosion on scales) 

General appearance good,no signs 
of' net marks or f'unl§us .'rhe ta.g 
had been carried about an inch up 
the fin rays of the dorsal fin 
during growth. 

The total number of' salmon taP;l~ed in the autum 19()7 was 372. 'ft",re 

WOre five locl111y recaptured, and aU wer's CHUKtJt ,l"HrJ til"" .~ ""ok" "ft,> •. ' U ... , 

tn.,._~g1.nK, ~nd VtH"Y ru~al' to lh,,) tllf{ginl·J; p.J.nce. One l"eOuptuJ'O of "L long Ud;P'Il',f'd , 
salmon hl1H been reported 'from lrelaruJ. 

T a.p; 110.11)2 VA 4. 

Date: 

Place I 

Lengthl 

Weight: 

Details of 'I'alming. 

3rd November. 

Praestefjord. 

71 - 76 ern. 

GB 

~ails---2LJ~c ap Lu~ 

31'd Narch. 

Hiver Slaney on th" [Jouth ',bst 
coast of' lrland. 

3.5 kg. 


