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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES

Serial No.2223
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ICNAF Comm,Doc.69/6

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE_1969

Simplified Guide to ICNAF Trawl Regulations

with authorized topgide .chafers, mesh gauges and mesh gize differentials

. (2 May 1969)

by the Executive Secretary

In accordance with the requirements of the 1968 Annual Meeting, the

Executive Secretary has updated the Simplified Guide to the ICNAF Trawl Regulations

with information provided to 2 May 196%. The Simplified Guide is attached as

Appendix I.

As a reminder and ready reference, the four topside chafers authorized

for use by the Commission in 1966 and 1967 (see ICNAF Notification Series Nos,

1, 17 March 1967, and 4, 28 July 1967) are described briefly in Appendix II,

They are the ICNAF-type chafer, the modified ICNAF-type chafer, the multiple- flap-

type chafer and the large mesh (modified Polish-type) chafer.

In addition, the mesh measuring pauges and the mesh size differentials

for different trawl mesh materials as authorized for use by the Commission in

1967 (ICNAF Notification Series No.3, 28 July 1967) are presented in Appendix TII.
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Description

APPENDIX IT

1. ICNAF-type topside chafer

The ICNAF-type topside chafer, as described in the 1955 Commission

proposals (amended in 1957) for Subareas 3, 4 and 5 and the 1961 proposals

for Subareas 1 and 2, is a "rectangular plece of netting to be attached to

the upper side of the cod-end of the trawl net to reduce and prevent damage

go long as such netting conforms te the following conditions:

(a)

(b)

(c)

This netting shall not have a mesh size less rhan that spe-
cified [for the codends]. For the purposes of this sub-
paragraph, the [specified] mesh size when measured wet after
use shall be taken to be the average of the measurements of
20 consecutive meshes in a series across the netting, such
measurements to be made with a like gauge inserted into the
meshes as speclficd (for the codend mesh size measurements |,
This netting may be fastcened to the cad-end only aleong the
forward and lateral edeges of the netting and at no other
place in 1t, and shall be fastened In such a manner that it
extends forward of the splitting strap no more than four
meshes and ends not less than four meshes in front of the
cod line mesh,

The width of this netting shall be at least one and a half
times the width of the area of the cod-end which is covered,
such widths to be measured at right angles te the long axis

of the cod-end,"

TGPSIDE CHAFING GEAR MUSY BE
1-172 TIMES WiDTH OF TOPOF GOD END —
GNLY NETTING PEAMITTED // TO HEADLINE

T
ATTACHED NOT LESS THAN 4 MESHES 7 MAY NOT BE ATTACHED
AHEAD OF CGTLINE MELSH SPLITTING MORE THAN 4 MESHMES
!TRAP—\
S

AHE AD OF SPLITTING STRAP

Yy £

"I%: 3 NOTHING PERMITTED TO COVER
LS cowamo PART OF NET .
" %:—u—:‘_,m .Mm bl

(ORI
LINE "#:fr o —;{(iuﬁm¥m‘/// ] | f{

= CHAFING GEAR:

ANY MATERIAL MAY BE USED TQ
PROTECT THE BOTTOM OF COG END
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2. Modified ICNAF-type topside chafer

Description

The modified ICNAF-type topside chafer, as defined in Article 7(2) (ii)
of the 1946 Convention for the Regulation of the Meshes of Fishing Nets and Size
Limits of Fish, is described as follows:

"[...it shall not be deemed unlawful...]

(ii) to attach a rectangular piece of netting to the upper side of the
cod-end of a trawl net to reduce and prevent damage so long as
such netting conforms to the following conditions:

(a) this netting shall not have a mesh size less than that spe-
cified for the net itself;

{b) the netting may be fastened to the cod-end only along the
forward and lateral edges of the netting and at no other
place in it, and shall be fastened in such a manner that it
extends forward of the splitting strop no more than four
meshes and ends not less than four meshes in front of the
cod-line mesh; where a splitting strop is not used the net-
ting shall not extend to more than one-third of the cod-end
measured from not less than four meshes in front of the
cod-line mesh;

(¢} the number of meshes in the width of the netting shall be at
least one and a half times the number of meshes in the width
of that part of the cod-end which is covered, both widths

being taken at right angles to the long axis of the cod-end."

This topside chafer differs from the ICNAF-type chafer only in that it
prescribes the extent of the topside chafer netting where a splitting strop is not

used. See latter half of sub-paragraph (b) above.

3. Multiple-flap type topside chafer

Descriprion

The aultiple-flap type topside chafer is defined in the United
Ringdom statutory regulations as "pieces of netting have in all their parts
meshes the dimensions of which, whether the I'eces of netting are wet or

dry, are not less than those of the meshes of the net to which they are at-

tached: provided that:
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(1) each plece of netting

(a) 1s fastened by its forward edge only across the cod-end at
right angles to its long axis;

(b) 18 of a width of at least the width of the cod-end (such
width being measured at right angles to the long axis of
the cod-end at the point of attachment), and

(c) s not more than ten meshes long; and

(i1) the aggregate length of all the pieces of netting so attached

does not exceed two-thirds of the length of the cod-end."

Tor ik or ¢p ﬁMMm
::::::igf ; OLE_OnLy
UNDENIOL OF o0 puD

4. Large-mesh (modified Polish-type) topside chafer

Description

The large-mesh topside chafer approved by the Commission as the
Polish-type chafer at the 1966 Annual Meeting and with modifications approved
at the 1967 Annual Meeting comsists, in general, of a rectangular piece of net-
ting attached to the rear portion of the upper side of the codend and extends

over _all or any part of the upper side of the codend and has in all its parts

a mesh size twice as large as the mesh size of the codend and a width the same
as the codend. The netting is fastened to the codend along the forward, lateral
and rear edges of the netting in such a way as to secure that the meshes of the
netting exactly overlap the meshes of the codend. The netting is made of the

same twine material and size as that of the codend.



codend
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Example 1 (chafer covering three—-fifths length of codend)

This example of an authorized large-mesh chafer is the Polish-
type chafer as recorded in a paper by W. Strzyzewski on "The
Effects of the Use of Chafing Gear on Selection Factor" (ICNAF

Res.Doc,66/21) and described in Appendix E of ICNAF Notificatiom

Series No.l
Selection factors 3.92 (without chafer)
3.77 (with chafer)

D
=t

Polish-type (large-mesh) chafer showing method of rigging

Example 2 (chafer covering whole length of codend)

This example of an authorized large-mesh chafer is described in
detail by H. Bohl of the Institut fur Fangtechnik, Hamburg, Fed.
Rep. Germany, in his paper “"Selection experiments with a large-

meshed topside chafer" (ICNAF Res.Doc.67/32)., The chafer tested

was 224 mm mesh size attached to a codend of 118 mm mesh size,
54 meshes long and 48 meshes wide. Both the chafer and the cod-
end were made of double-braided polyamide twine. Details of the
manner in which the chafer was fitted to the codend are gshown

below.
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APPENDIX ITI

Authorized mesh measuring gauge and mesh size differentials in the Convention Area

1. Contracting Governments are herewith notified that, in accordance with

decisions taken by the Commission at its 1967 Annual Meeting and until further

decisions by the Commission

(a) the ICNAF mesh measuring gauge, as specified in the international
trawl regulations, is the only mesh measuring gauge authorized for
use Iin the trawl fisheries in the Convention Area

(1967 Meeting Proceedings No.17, 22 and 23)
and

(b) the following mesh size differentials for different trawl mesh
materials in relation to 130 mm mesh size for manila in Subarea 1 and
114 mm mesh size for manila in Subareas 2-5 are approved pursuant to
the Commission's 1964 proposals for the international regulation of
trawl fisheries which came into force in Subarea 5 on 21 October 1965
and pursuant to any other proposals which may come inte for-.e 1n
other subareas:

Part of ICNAF
Convention Area Type of Net Pauge
Subarea 1 Seine Net 110 mm
(4 3/8 in)
Such part of any trawl net as is made of cottonm, 120 mm
hemp, polyamide fibres or polyester fibres (4 3/4 in)
Such part of any trawl net as is made of manila 130 mm
or any other material not mentioned above (5 1/8 in
B Subareas 2-5 Seine Net 100 mm
(4 in)
Such part of any trawl net as is made of cotton, 105 mm
hemp, polyamide fibres or polyester fibres (4§in)
Such part of any trawl net as is made of manila 114 mm
or any other material not mentioned above (4 1/2 in)

(1967 Meeting Proceedings No.15, 17, 22 and 23)




