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At the 1968 .... till8 01' the Subc_ttee on Herrill8 and Other Pelagic 
Fish •• , it va. "o __ d ·that the herring otolith exchange prosrom be con
tinued ,and, ifpo •• ible, 1111 exchange 01' ... 1 .. and ghotognphe 01' otolith. be 
_de in o:iUar to allow cOllpOrlng criteria 1'~r herriJI8 age determination". 
Canade all"ad to coordinate this add! tioual exchange and intere.t in th., pro
gl'Blll va. showa b7 CIIMda, ~; Poland, _la, llbited Stetes and USSR. 

In illlplementill8 th' 1IltCbabge'50 pair. c1' atoli th. and photograph. 01' 
50 .cal •• 1'roa the ...... noh we" aent to tb. oouotri •• li.ted a_e and to 
the Fi.herl.ea Laborato'7 at ro .... toft. Age e.timat •• heaed on .~tion of 
thh ... terial .... " roceived 1'rom all except USSR and lIomD1a. Beoauoe the 
"90rdo IU'II 'incPll)llete, no attelllJ?t has been _de to compare, the ... ult. 1'roa 
the varlouo oountri.e o,nd the .tteobed i. a oilllpl. tebulation 01' JUr-cl ••••• 
eat1mated f'roa independent reading. of both ocale. and otolithe b7 oountrie •• 

lIh1le no directcolllpUiaona have hean lIIIiIe, it i. obviouo that for 
70Wlg n.b. (12-17 om) the a", or reaMla.s .. t1mtoa areala>at identical. 
For larger fish, there is • conaiderabla lIlIIOunt of variation and .thio gete pro' 
ll"es1nlr wor ••. with the incre .. e in .1oe and preaumblr age. For tiab r4 )D-
34 Om, for e_l., the" are ditf.re .... s of .. mob as 4 f88re in th. eot1mate. 
of age.·l 

.I.lthongh this progr&ll baa not been oPll)lleted, it ie obviOUS that 
there i. a lack 01' unlforll1 t7 and pre.umablr aoh •. tant1al errore in age •• timates 
tor borring inth. Bay at Fundr area and that this proble. ""ada to be .olved 
bafore tU1T confidence can be placed'in varlouo population eati_teo whicb u.e 
age a. part. c1' the ba.i,c date. - ' ' 
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COMPARISON OF SCALE AND OTOLITH READINGS /YEAR CLASSES/ 

SAMPLE FROM LEONARDVILLE, DEER ISLAND, CANADA - AUGUST 6, 1968. 
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CANADA UNITED 
STATES 

r.r~h 0 S 0 8 

251 64 64 64 64 
28d 63 63 62 61 
291 63 63 63 63 
292 63 63 63 61 
293 63 64 62 62 
280 64 64 64 61 
307 63 63 63 62 
320 62 62 62 62 
314 63 63 63 60 
310 62 63 61 61 
319 62 62 61 62 
327 62 61 61 60 
327 62 60 61 61 
340 62 62 62 
329 62 62 61 60 
326 61 61 61 61 

o = Estimates from otoliths I 
8 = Estimates from Soales. 
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GERMANY ENGLAND POLAND USSR ROMANIA 
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