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Th:l.s brief report reoorda the results of the examination of scale samples f'r~m 84 salmon, part of a total of 182 salmon taken by longline off the Faroe Island. by the t Jena Chr. svabo l during an experimental salmon fishing cruise between 8th and 23rd Aprii1968:-We are indebted to Dr. J. S. Joonsen of Fiskirann.oknarstovan, Torsbavn for providing us with the opportunity to examine this material. 

Table 1 gives the numerioal and percentage age composition of' the sample. F'lur fish could not be assigned to a particular smol t age class because ot damage to the oentrea of the scales but have been inoluded, in a separate category, beoause their sea age could be identified. 

The length at the end of each rinter of life was caloulated tor all maiden fish except those whose scales had damaged oentres. In aome cases only the total length of the fish was recorded and for these fish the fork length was calculated on the baaia ot the accepted relationship between these two parameters and checked against the values ror .fish of' the same size in the present sample, for which both length" had been recorded. 

Table 2 gives oomplete details of average caloulated lene:ths for each age C1113S of' maiden f'ish and the average observed length, average length attained at the end ot eaoh sea winter and average plus grcwrth for maiden fish which had spent one or two wintera in the aea. All but one .... iden fiah, tho largest (ob.erved length 86 om.'1 ahowed at leaat 30me evide .... at ourrant year' a growth (plus growth) on thoir aoale a, the values for individual fish varying f'rom a trace to 7.5 om. 

The six previous spawners not included in Table 2 averaged 70.9 em. in length. All hod spawned only onoe (during the winter of 1967/68), three as erns., one aft.er two winters in the sea, one as a summer fish af'ter 2+ years in the sea and one af-l;er three winters in the sea. The age classification and average lengths of the sa six fish were as follow.: 

A6.8 Claa. ~ Observed L~th (em.) 
2.1+&1+ 2 60.5a 
4.I+S1!+ 1 63.5 
3.2.SI,! 1 72.0 
2.2+3111 1 81.0 
2.3SM 1 88.0 

a 
Average 

Beoause of' the small size of the sample it is perhaps unwise to speoulate on the origins or subsequent n~vement8 or these fish (had they not been caught) but it is perhaps worth noting that the percent4$8 distribution of staOlt ages is muoh oloser to thst reported for two Soottish rivera (ICES/rCNAl' Salmon Document 69/2 ) than that reported for fish caught at sea off liorthem NOnTay (ICES/ICIW~ Salmon Document 69/3). 
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A .... Distribution in Sample 

~! !inte£! Previous 

1 l Spawners OWrall 
a 

4 4.8 4 

"'I 41 48.8 2 2.4 
4 ~ 4.8~ 47 56.0 

14 16.7 7 8.3 1 1.2 22 26.2 
4 4.8 2 ~:: 1 1.2 I N 2 2.10- 2 

65 (7704) 13 (1M) 6 ( 7.1) 84 

a Number. in braoketo are the peroentage o~ the totel naplo. 

b Smol t age lIJll'eadable. 

Average 
Observed 

Lenerth (el,) 

Caloulated Lensth. 

Freshwater Winters 

1. l l .!t 
51.9 10.8 
53.5 5.1 12.8 
51.1 3.6 8.2 12.8 
52.1 3.1 6.5 9.6 13.5 
:2.!t.2 
52.8 

75.0 4.8 10.8 
77.9 3.5 7.9 12.3 
81.5 3.2 7.0 10.8 14.2 
Z.!t.8 
77.5 

a Smolt age unreadable. 
b 63 ~iah. 
c 11 n.h. 
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