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1. The revting was vpened by the Chairman, Mr H.).Lassen (Denmark) .
Hepresent sl ives of (e member countries of the Panel were Present. A ljst of
those prosenr js dttached an Appendix .

2. Nr W.l.Ford, Director of the Bedford Institute, welcomed the members of
Lhe Panel and theip delegat ions and offered the hospitality of tlhe Imstiture, The
Chairman expressed thanks on behal f of thaose Present,

3. Rapporteur. The Chatroan proposed and the Pauncl agreed that E. B, Youny
(Canada) should act as Rappurtear,

4, Agenda. A propased agenda based on Canadian Proposals for Repulation of
the Seal Fishery (Canadian Proposals attached as Appendix TI} was discuss-ed in the
Light of 4 letier 1o the Exeoutive Secretury of 10 September L9AY containing
Norwegtan proposals {attached as Appendix [I1)., At tle suggestion of Mr lund,

Lthe following apenda was adupted:

Lo Length of cacely scdason in [970:

(&) vanadian praposal
(b)Y  Norwegionn altervatjve proposal

L]
2o mther vrogulations cencerning tle segl fishery for the 1970 seasen.

300 Future resulagions and propesals to eonslder 1or LCKAF Annual
Mecting in 197,

4. Other business.

5. Length ot yvareh season in 19700 Mr Lund reitverated the view of Lhe Pan
during the 1969 Annual Mevting in Warsasw that wore TUSLEICLIVE Medsures Uere gy s-
SAry B0 titintain staocks gt a satisfactory level, It WAS eCCeSSary to give ologe
seruliny to the problems involved., The Cimadlan propesal to esLlablish o guarag
system daring the mecting ol the Panel in Warsaw was witludrawn and no suhscant ial
disvussion was uidertahen of measures which might he considered.

br Necdler indicarcd rhat the reasoning behipnd the Canadian propusa) was
not o his Tiking. lt was bascd on mass viintion rather {han aonod, common-son e
censervation,  The Front areg Fequires conservacion measures and Canada seil St~
POrts action o this regard.  However, befure the meet ing in Warsaw, discos:ion
with Canadian bndustey indicated the passibility of a proposal Trom them to redie e
T Lven eliminate the tahing of "Whitecoats", If this woere accomplished, it ceanld
well aecount tar e COnservat ion requlrement, since when an DR Sedsan bepinmiage
Lavgely alter the whitecoars had matured beyond that stape took pluce in 1969, o
vateh was within e switainable yield tigure., The Canad {an position adm 1 ted 1y
arises from a kind of hysteria, but Canada canuot help but be influenced by (1
when, as an example, the Canadlan Ambassador in Washingron alone had Yeccived 28, 001
letrers vbjecting to che 1969 sealing operations.

Mr Loned addv aed 1y Norway too had rece fved wany letters,  He folr gl
e counlries concorned had cooperated with phe lwmane movement and provided infarma-
tion In every way posgible, thronph regulatory measures, letters of advice Lo their
mbassies, specches in Commission meet tngs and Lhe |ike. While he agreed thar e
Wis necessary to pay attention to the emot tonal outbreaks, he Felt iL was not puti-
slhle or wise ta ler ffresponsibic, emotional peaple dominate our werk, I would
not be right to base our decisions solely upon the many letters recelived.

Mr Lund said the Norwegian proposal was based on informatien from thelr
scientists.  He reviewed the propusals (Appendlx 111} and referred to the fact that
a whitecout catel, is NECLUSSArY Lo vhsure o continuged profit and to keep a flow of
the fast-furred whitecoar Lo the market. Mr ¢reiesland out iined the reasuns Tog



the Norwegian Prepusal yelating it to availab]licy of stucks, poiuting oug that
with o slightty lacer vpeniag date (f.c, 15 March) the catch would not likely
be much reduced.

Dr Needler indleated considerable concern about a March 12 opening
date and the Canadlan view that with good ive and weather conditions sohiething
close to sustainable yleld could be taken in the flrst eivht days of the BEason,
operatlng almost solelv on whitecoats. Moreover it was Canada’s view that a

diversion of effort to hooded seals and older harp seals during the closed perlod
suggested by Norway might not be at all helpful from the conservation standpoine,
Dr Needler added thay i4 appeared that Canadfan tndustry roo fett the necessify
for continutng some supply to the market for fast—fur wvhitecoats,

After a period during which Canadian and Norwegian delegarions held
Separate meetings, the Chairman Suggested that, as a compromise solution for
1970, 1t be agreed that delegariong should recommend to Governments for the
1970 season an open season from 16 Mareh to 23 April on the Front, for harp and
hooded seals, with na cloded period bhetween those dates. Mr Lund stated the
hope that Canada might see tit to apen the Gulf season for the same period.

Br Needler pulnted out that there was heavy pressure from superior
authority in Canada to press for the taling of no whitecoars in the Gulf, and
that it would likely be fecessary to postpone the opening date there to 18cth ar
20th March, Mr Lund stated that while L realized this he believed that Norway
wauld wish if at all possible the same slrening date in both areas. The open
scason for the Front was accepted by hoth delegations for recomeendatlion to
Governments by the delegatjons, witl o notation to be recorded concerning
Norway's view on the vpening date for che Gulf,

Since there in no uppertunlity to propase the 1Y70 openiug and closing
dates through ICNAF helore the seal ing season opens, it was agreed that an ox-
change of nores would he elfected betweon Canada and Norway, incorporsting timey
of day for opening tnd ¢bosing as in Lhe dpreenent between these countries For
the 1969 seasen,

0. Mher repulationg concerning the scal Fishery For thae 470 svison, 1
wan dprecd that ehe regulat ions that were in of lect in 1969, including thowe of
Canadian-Normweg ian whlecitanding, shoald he continued.  This is [o be confirmed

e the exchange o1 noges hetween Canada and Norway .

/. nture repulations il proponads Lo consider for [ONAF Annial Mewe ing
n 19700 Mr Lund sogpested that the Panvl whould discuss cle futire problems of
regulation.  He believed it hecessary to vonsider from season Lo season Lhe
length of the catching season and specific oprning and clesing dates because of
the many Factors governing these.  Morcover the LCRAF Annual Mecting tine so soun
after the close of the segwon mikes 1t impossible to determine these miatters Jur-
ing the meeting ol Panel A vach June. e stressed thag early advive to other
vountrics should e made of any proposal fur impartant clianges or introduction

of new regnlations, preferably by | February.

Mr Lund said that the selentific advisers tu the Panet had recomnende.d
a maxinum allowable caccly as the most efFecttve conservation measure. e Nl —
gested the following problems fnvolved o quota systems:

+ Finding the righr total cateh

» Whether there should be a quota common Lo Gulf and Fropt areas,
Or sepitale quotas

How to adwinister the quota between nations interested

- Control ud inspection,

(S

I

He suggesied ehat another method would he to Limit the number of sihips taking
part in the FisYvery and outlined steps Horway wos taking to prevent further
developient of part icipation,

Or Necdler agrecd with views vxpressed and stated that the SEeps pra-
posed at this mecting may well not reduce the cateh to a sufficlent degree. He
sald chat a recent vommuanicat lon from the Canadian scientlfic proup indicatod
that evidence of conneetion betwern Gull ad Front arca stucks wis incaoneluyive .
From Canada's experience control ind inspection of 4 guuta system does pot
prusent major adeinistralive proklems.,



Me Lund indicated that Norway had withdrawn from taking scals 1n tie
Gull, and expressed the View that this should he taken into acceunr in any
negot lation on sharing or Jdivision of a quota determinacion,

Dr Needler stated thuae in addition ro determining maximum altow-
able cateh it was important to decide un what benefits might be durived by a
quota set below the fipgure.

The following ftems were Sugeestoed by Norwepian and Canadian detegarions
for discussion at the Neeting of Panel A during the June 1970 mecting of TCNAT:

L. What s the suscainable yleld?
2. Should ft be based on two dreas topgether or separately?

3. What would be the benefits or return at given amounts helow t e
sustainable yield if carches were 50 established by quotas,

The scientific adviscry to the Panel are guked to ronsider theso

poiars and to make recommendacions to the Panel for consfderation at il mesting
in Junce 1970,

8, Other business.  The Panel considered a letter recelved frum the
"Aktionshomitee gegen den Rohbenmord",Postfach 2058, 3001 #Bern, Switzerland, and
referred 1t to the Chairman and the Exceurive Secretary for reply,

9. Nuxt Moot iug, It was aprecd that the next Papel a meering wonld be
held at the time of the Annuil Mecting of the Commission fn 197 in 4. Jol's,
Newfoundland, Canada,

1, Approval ol Report. e wis daprecd Lhat the report of this mecting
wauld he approved by clreulation of a draft among Pancl members,

* | .
1. Adjournment. I meCting was adiourned at 1655 hrs,



APPENDIX 1

Interim Meeting of Panel A (Seals)
Thursday, 25 Septemher 1969
ICNAF, Darcmouch, N.S., Canada

List of Participants

CANADA

Dr A.W.H,Needler, Deparetment of Fisherfes and Forestry, Ottawa, Ontario
Mr C.R.Levelton, Department of Fisheries and Forscry, Ottawa, COntario

Dr F.D.McCracken, Fisheries Researcl Board of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario

Mr E.B.Young, Department of Fishericy and Forestry, Octawa, Ontarig

Mr R.N.Gordon, Departnent of Fisheries apd Forestry, Hallfax, Nova Scutia
Mr R.5.Cullie, Nepartment uof Fisherfes and Forestry, Halifax, Nova Scoria

Mr 5. Dudka, Department of Fisheries and Forestry, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Mr H.R.Bradley, Depurtment of Flsheries and Forestry, St.John's, Newfoundland
Mr K. Karlsen, representing Mar{cime Industry

Mr J. Grieve, representing Newfoundland Industry

DENMARK

Mr H.J.Lassen, Ministry for Greenland, Copenhagen

HORWAY

Mr 0. Lund, l)]'rurturat‘- of Fishierics, Herpen

Mr T. @ritsland, Institute of Marine Rusearcin, Bergen
Mr. P. Karlsoen, representing Norwegian lndustry

Mr tuttorw Jdakobyen

Mr Chelstran Richerp



APPENOIX I
IRt 4]

lnterim Meeting of Papnal A gSeals[
Thursday, 25 Septemher 1969

ICNAF, Dartmouth, N.S., Canada

CANADIAN PROPOSALS FoR REGULATION oF THE SEAL F1SHERY

Ypening dates the same as those effective by Canadian-Norwegiau
agrecment ip 1968, j.e. March 18 Gulf; Mareh 22 Front.

A clusing date of Aprij} 23, two days earlier rhgp in 1968 and 1969,

Other regulations thag were In effect In 1969 {including those of
Canudian—Norweglan uuderstanding) Le be countinued.

The additional regulatiug proehibiting the yse of aircraft and heli-
copters in all areas, including the CGuif, for the taking of sealg with
the Provision that aircraft could be uysed from land bases for SpotLing
Purposes only ar an altitude in excess uf one thousand feet.

(torwarded o the Executive Seuretary of ICNAF
umber cover of pr AW . H.Needler's letter of
17 duly 196Y)



APPENDIX 1711

Interim Meeting of Panel A (Seals)
Thursday, 25 September 1969
ICNAF, Dartmouth, N.S., Canada

NORWEGIAN PROPUSALS FOR REGULATION OF THE SEAL FISHERY

The Norwegian belegation approves of the meeting place and time,
The Agenda is suggested to he declded upon in che light of the following
comments.

The Norwegian Delegation is prepared to discuss a shortening of the
catching season as suggested by the Canadian Delegation. A pustponement of
the opening date hy 10 days, huowever, will result in a change of the composition
of the catches From mainly fur quality whitecoats to moulting pups which have a
limiced market, Accordingly t1ds Lnvolves a decrease of the profitableness.
It is therefore suggested that the catching time should be reduced by a closed
season for harp seal pups from 20 to 27 March on the Front in which period the
catch mosily consists of moulting pups, and further by a shortening of the
seal lug season to 2 April as supgested by Capada. This reduction of the
catching time shonld not have less conservational effect than a later upening
date.

It is also sugpested an opening date for hooded seals to 20 March In
order tu save mature females,

Norway wuu[ﬁ prefer the same dates in Lhe Gulf as oun the Front, hbut
is prepared to consider alternative Jares fn the Culf at the meet ing in light

of the view of the Pancl.

Accardingly the Novwegian Delegation suggests For vansideration by the
Panel the tollowing regulations for the Front catch in the 1970 season:

1. Opening date for Harp seals 12 March and for hooded seals 20 March,
2. A clusing tlme for harp seal paps drom 20-27 March both dates inelusiva.

3. General closing date for the season 23 April.,

(forwarded to the Executive Secretary ol ICUNAF
under cover of Mr O, Lund's lotter of
10 Septenber 1969)



