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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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March 20, 1970 

Executive Secretary 
International Commission for the 

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
P. O. Box 638 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Dear Mr. Day: 

Your letter of 20 October 1969 to the Secretary of 
State drew the attention of the Depositary Govern-
ment to a proposal of the 19th Annual Meeting of the 
Commission concerning the timely entry into force of 
amendments to the Convention. We have reviewed this 
matter carefully, and have concluded that the Com
mission might wish to consider an amendment to the 
Convention which would establish procedures for 
consideration and adoption of future proposed amendments 
to the Convention, and more expeditious ways of bringing 
the amendments into force. I am enclosing a draft 
Protocol to this effect for consideration by the Com
mission. 

Sincerely yours, 

&.4Ak.-;~ 
Charles I. Bevans 
Assistant Legal Adviser 

Enclosure: 

Draft Protocol 
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P1WTOCOL TO THE INTERNIITIONM. COl:Vr::HTION 
l~OR THE NOR'J.'l1vmST II'fLANTIC FISHERIES 

RELATING TO ANENDI-mU'J'S TO THE 
CONVENTION 

The Governments parties to the International Convention 

for the North"lest Atlantic Fisheries signed at \'Jashington 

under date of February 8, 19lf9, which Convention, as am!'ncled, 

is herein"lfter referred to as the Convention, desiring to 

facilitate the entry into force of amendments to the Convention, 

agree ns follo\'18: 

Article I 

Article XVII of the Convention is renumbered "Article 

XVIII" anel a new Article XVII is inserted to rea d as follows: 

"Article XVII 

"1. Any Contracting Government or the Commission may 

propose amendments to this Convention to be con-

sidcrcd and acted upon by a regular meeting of the 

Commission or by a special meeting of the Commission 

c.allcd in accordance with the provisions of paruer aph 

6 of Article II of the Convention. Any such proposecl 

amendment shall be sent to the Executive Secrr,tary 

at least ninety days prior to the meeting at \·Jhich 

it is proposed to be acted upon, and he shall immedi-

at ely transm:i.t the proposal to all Contracting Govern-

ments and to all Commissioners. 

"2. Any Contracting Government may propose nmendments to 

be consic1c,):ecl nt a special CO:1fcrcnce of Contrn"t::i.ng 

COV(':':nments held for this pm:po::;e. l.ny sueh ·pro,',;:;:,.rcl 

shall he sent to the Executive Secrct,]ry, "lho sh~ll.l 

promptly notify cV(>':y other. Contr,:cting Covern;:"nt:. 
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The Contracting Government making the proposal 

shall convene the meeting no less than sixty d2Ys 

after four other Contracting Governments, including 

a Contracting Government in North America, have 

signified their concurrence to the Executive Secretary. 

"3. A proposed amendment to the Convention shall be adopted 

by the Commission or by the special Conference by 

a three-fourths vote of all Contracting Governments. 

The text of any proposed amendment so adopted shall 

be transmitted by the Depositary Government to all 

Contracting Governments. 

"4. Any amendment not involving new obligations on 

Contracting Governments shall take effect. for all 

Contracting Governments thirty days fo1lov7ing the 

date upon which the Depositary Government has received 

. written notifications of approval from tv70-thirds 

of all Contracting Governments. If any Contracting 

Government notifies the Depositary Government that it 

considers an amcndment to involve new obligations, 

before the Depositary Government has received such 

notifications of approval from two-thirds of all 

Contracting Governments, the amendment shall be con-

sidered to involve ne,~ obligations and shall tal;e 

effect in a~cordance with the provisions of paragraphs 

5 and 6 of thi s Artic le. 

"5. Any mnc,nc1mcnt involvine nC'\-I obligRtions on Contracting 

Governments Sh811 t81w effect for all ContrDcting 

Govc,rnnH'n tf; on C'-' hunc1r (,(1 and twenty days fo llo\'ling 

receipt by t.he ))epoflit:u:y Government of written 

notifications of approval by two-thirds of 

all Contracting Governmcnts unless any other 

",z.. 
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Contnlcting Guv('rnrrlcllt notifies the, D0positary 

Gov~nllll(Cllt, witl.in nint:Ly eLys follo,oli.n£; such 

receipt by 1:he Depositary Government, that it 

objects to the amendment. 

"6. A Contracting Government which has objected to 

an amendment pursuant to paragraph 5 may \<1ithdra"1 

that objection at any time. The amendment shall 

take effect for all Contracting Governments sixty 

days following withdrawal of all objections or upon 

the expiration of the one-hundred and twenty days 

referred to in paragraph 5, whichever is later. 

"7. Any Government which becomes a party to the Con

vention after an amendment has been adopted in 

accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article shall 

be deemed to have approved the said amendmE!l1t. 

"8. The Dcpositary Government shall promptly notify all 

Contracting Governments of the receipt of notifi

cations of approval of amendments, the r.eceipt of 

notifications that amendments are considerE!Cl to 

involve new obligations, the receipt of notifications 

of objection, the withdrawal of objections, and the 

entry into force of amendments." 

Article II 

L This Protocol shall be open for f;ien~'t:urc md' 

rnl:ificntion 0): npprovnl or for wlh0.l:(>lwe on hehnl f of any 

Gov!'rllmpll~: p:n:ty to the COl1venl:ioJ). 

2. This Protocol shall enter into forc!' on the date on 

which instruments of ratification or approval have been de-

pasitecl \o1ith, or written notices of nc1herencc have been 

received by, the GoVt>rmHellt of tb~ United States of /IITlC'rica, 

on 1>eha] f of all the Govcrttnlents pnrtiocs 0 to the Convention. 
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3. Any Government ~lhich becomes a party to the Con\'ci\::~.Ci-' 

after thIs l'rotocol has been opened for signature shall at 

the smTle tillle adhere to this Protocol. 

4. The Government of the United States of America sh8lJ. 

Inform all Governments signAtory or adhering to the Convention 

of all ratifications and approvals deposited and adherences 

received and of the date this Protocol enters into force. 

5. Any Protocol amending the Convention which has been 

signed but which has not entered into force at the date of 

entry into force of the present Protocol shall thereafter 

enter. into force in accordmlce ",i.th the provisions of thr, 

prNH'lIt rr.otoclll; provided, however, tlult any Dillendmcnt i.nclL;dc{l 

in the first··menti.oned Protocol shall be deenlcd to involve, 

new obligations on Contracting Governments; and provided 

ftl):ther that, if ins truments of ratificati on or approval or 

notices of adherence with respect to such Protocol have bC:C'D 

received by the Depositary Government from tHo-thirds of all 

Contracting Governments at the ti.me of entry into force of 

the I').'('ccnt Protocol, the date on ,.,hich tile' ol1(,-huml:r.etl nnc! 

bhnt:y day pc-riod specified in paragraph 5 of Article XVII ShClJ) 

COIIUlWnC(' ,·lith regard to such anlendment shull be til,· C!C!te of 

entry i.nto force of the prps('nt Pr(\to~(ll. 

Article III 

1. The original. of this Protocol shall be deposited ~ith 

th(, (!OV(:l."ruU(·lIt of !.III' Unit,·d Stal:!·r-; of lillH'l:i('a, ~lJd.eh Cml<.·rn

lill'nt r-;hnll cnml1ll1ni.cnte crrU fi('(1 cop; ('i' thr·):cof to ,,11 thr. 

(~ov('nJnll'nts signatory or' adlwring to the Convention. 

2. This Protocol shall. bear the elate on which it is 

opcneu for signature and shall remain open for signature 

[or a pcr:i.od of fourteen days thereafter, follovling which 

peri.od it shall be open for adherence. 
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IN \VITNESS HHEREOF the undersigned, having deposited 

their res pective pmqers, have signed this Protocol. 

DONE at Hashington this day of 1970, 

in the English language. 

For Cnnnc1ll: 

For. Dcnmnrk: 

Fo]: the Federal Republic of Germany: 

For France: 

For Iceland: 

For Italy: 

For Norway: ,,\ 

'.' 

For Poland: 

For Portugal: 

For ROlnnnfn: 

For Spn:i.n: 

For the Union of Sovicot Socialist Republics: 

For the United Kingdom of Gr.eat Britllin and Northern Ireland: 

For the United States of America: 

• 


