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Introduction 

A random sample at 442 salmon trom the shore net cOIIIIIlercial catch vas 

examined at Godtbaab trom. September 20-25, 1968, by kind permission of the 

Godthaab fisb plant author! ties. A further 175 salmon from shore net catches 

in October were collected by the plant and shipped frozen to St. John's. Age and 

length data from. the combined samples (scale ages and fork lengths to the nearest 

centimetre) are presented in Table 1. 

During research vessel drift net fishing in the Labrador Sea-West 

Greenland area trom September 6 to October 2 t 1969 I 621 salmon were caught, mainly 

in Diake Bay (May, MS, 1910 - this meeting). Comparable size and age data from 

theBe fish are given in Table 2 (excluding 7 individuals tor wbom no 88e or 

no l.ength was available). 

Age and Length Distributions 

SaJ.mon which had. cUlllplete' one year at sea life e.ecounted for 96% 

of the Tish sampled in both 1965 and 1969; the. remainder of the samples consisting 

of about 3% 2-sea-year fish and lr previous spawners. Salmon which had 'entered 

tbe sea from :fresh water after ,:. or 3 years accoWlted for 75% of the sample in 

1968 and 80% in 1969. 

Distribution of river age"s was essentially similar, except that fish 

of river age 2 were relatively mere ab\.\ndant in the 1969 drift net sample than 

in the 1968 shore net sample (48% VB. 41%). This h1gn proportion of 2-river-year 

fish might be assumed to be largely European in origin (Templelll8ll. 1967} , and 

tends to confirm the conclusion of ltyman (MS, 1970) that over balf the 1969 

drift net sample was ot salmon of European origin. Average smolt age for the 

1968 sample was 2.90 years, and in 1969 was 2.82 years for tagged fish and 

2.66 Tears for untagsed fish. Average smolt agee trom the latter group of 100 

Ifortl! American Uoh and 135 European fish (biochemically identified) were 2.91 

years 8l1d 2.42 years respectively. The distribution of smolt 88es in 1969 is 

almost exactly the same as shown in the first report of the WOrking Party 

(ICES, 1967). 

The age-length keys show a decline in average size at capture ot 

l-Ie .... year salmon with increase in smolt age. Overall average sizes tor I-sea

year tiah and for all fish were greater in 1969 than in 1968 (Tables 1 and 2, 
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Fig, 1). This was also true for each smelt clus within the l-sea-year group. 

'l'he differences m~ be related to differential growth between the tvo years ~ 

to difterences in selectivity of gear or to differential distribution of salmon. 

(Drift net fishermen in 1969 reported that larger salmon occur in the Disko 

area than elsewherei average size of salmon taken at Dlsko Bay vas 67.2 em 

compared to 65.3 em at southwest Greenland during drift net fishing by the 

A. T. Came l"O") • 

The ratio of males to :females was 1 :3.5. based on a sample or 

175 fish from Godthaab area shore nets in 1968, and 1:3.6, based on 243 nah 

from drift net. in 1969. 
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Fig. 1. Length distributions of salmon taken by shore nets in tbe Godtbaab area In 
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