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This ahort report brings up to date the available information (as at 
31st January 1970) on the recaptures of Scottish salmon tagged as smolts from 
1965 to 1968 and reports the numbers of young .almen tagged during 1969. 

Table 1, which lIuper.ede. the Dl&in table given in lCES/ICNA)' Salmon Docu
ment 69/5, gives recapture details for eaoh t"6fiing experiment separately and 
these are summariaed for eaoh year, in te1'lll8 of hatohery-reared and natural 
smolt4 in Table 2. 

Apart from minor amendilents and the addition of recent recaptures in Table ~, 
one major amendment has been made to the reoorda previously submitted. In the 
tagE;i.tlg experiments on the North Rsk, the fish whicb are tagged are also marksd 
by the removal of the adipose fin 80 that fisb whicb bave lost their tag and, in 
the case of the ailver tags used in Scotland until recently, fish in which the tag 
had become completely buried in the fluh, could still be identified. These were 
included in earlier tables 0.8 reoaptures of tagged fish. In order to bring che 
records on the North Bsk into line with those for other Scottish tagging experi
ments, in which the fish are not marked by fin-clipping, the records for the 
North Bsk in Table 1 new only iDclude fish which were identified as being recap
tures because they carried a visible tag. 

The extent to which the inolusion of these 'adipose-marked' fish ird~uencec 
the overall recapture rate in home waters is shown in Table 3. These figures are 
also of interest because they indicate the eztent to which tag loss has occurre" 
in this experiJDant and, presUll&bly, in other experiments using similar tags. :':-:: 
should be uphasi.ed, that, in the case of fiab tagged with the small silve"' plaie 
tag, the 'loas' may be mere apparent than real since lII&Dy cf these tags a1'6 "nown 
to be present although no longer visible because they have become arr.beddec.. ','he 
Canadian-type tag prolWcad in the United Kingdom for the 1968 amolt ta.ge;ing 
proved to have been maCia of too soft a material and, in some recaptures OI", tn8 
North Eale in 1969, the actual tag was missing and only the monofilament at·;s.~'c.
ment remained. It is hoped that ~fault has been rectii'ied in 'cr." ·_,,~c , .. ,,_ 
in 1969. 

Table 4. gives details of the juvenile &almon tagged in Scotland during ::'96S, 
f'rom which no recaptures as adults have yet been recorded. All were tagged wi tr; 
Canadian-type tags. Because increasing numbers of young salmon are now beir.g 
tagged outside the amolt season as a normal part of other experiments, the dat" 
given in this table have been divided into (a) young salmon tagged as smolts or 
silvering parr during the normal season (i.e. oorrespondine; to the d",tu in '['able l 
for previous years) and, (0) fish tagged as parr outwith the smolt season. both 
groups may produce recaptures as adults in the future. 
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Tabl .. 2 

YeL.r TagGed Origin No. Released Recaptures 
Greenland Home r/aters 

GtUse Older Fish ~ 

9 ~O.Olt 74 49 123~1.33)e. o 0.00 19 0 19 0.63) 

1965 Natural 9,239 
Hatchery 3,000 

Overall 12,239 9 (0.01) 93 49 lL..2(1.16) 

28 ~0.18~ 281 42 323~2 .10) 1 0.01 13 4 17 0.21) 

Natural 15,406 
Hatchery 8,000 

1966 

Overall 23,406 29 (0.12) 294 46 340(1.45) 

20 ~0.09~ 168 66 234~1.1l) o 0.00 1 0 1,0.02) 

Natural 20,993 
Hatcbery 4,451 

1967 

Overall 25,444- 20 (0.08) 169 66 235(0.92) 

8 ~0.05~ 127 127( 0 .81) o 0.00 3 3(0.06) 

Natural 15,695 
Hatchery 4,995 

1968 

Overall 20,690 8 (0.04) 130 130( 0 .63) 
a Peroentage of number released. 

Table ,j, 

·v·,,,8.~ 

~~d .1li2. OriSin Tae; T~pe No.TaSSed Home lIater RecaEture s 

:")65 ;"orth Esk 
lIorth Esk 

1966 Catterline Bum 
North Esk 
llorth Esk 

1967 North Esk 
North Esk 

1968 North Eak 
North Esk 

Hatchery SUver plate 3,000 
Natural Silver plate 8,474 

Hatchery Silver plate 4,000 
liatchery SUver plate 4,000 
Natural SUver plate 8,474 

Natural d 
4,357 Plastio plate 

Natural Silver plate 4,468 

Hatchery SUver plate e 4,995 
Natural Plastic plate 5.322 

a Percentage of total recaptured. 
b InclUdes embedded tags. 

With TaE. \'Ji tnout 
Tar; 

19(57.6f 14.0 
111(48.3 119° 

2r5.0~ 6.0 
15 22.7 5,0 

102 33.0 207b 

91~95.8( 4 
46 33.6) 91b 

3~ 60.0) 2~ 
91 69.5) 4(," 

c Includes 13 fish where the plate had been lost but the attaohing monofilament was still present. 
d Tags obtained from Canada. 
e U.K. produced Canadian-type tags. 
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Table !± 

~ River S;:,:stelll Numbers Tagged 
Duries SlIIolt Period OU~"ith Smolt Period 

Natural Hatchery Natural 

J{eig Conon 5,501 
?'T'atl Conon 1,961 

G-irnock Abardeenshire Dee 2,734- 2,258 

Kinnaber and 
Cruiek Burn North 18k 1,312 4-,172 

Kinnaber Fish 
Farm North 18k 1,200 

Invergarry 
Hatchery North Esk 1,000 

Invergarry 
Hatchery Catterline Burn 4-96 

Invergarry 
Hatohery Spay 998 

Almondbank Tay 1,749 
C1unie Tay 2,338 
Loch Kinarooehy Tay 368 119 

15,963 3,694- 6,54)' 
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