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1. The Ninth Meeting of the North-East Atlsntic Fisheries GCommission
took place in London from 3rd to Bth‘Hay,'19?1. The President,
Mr. A.S. Gaidoukov (USSR) prpesided. Delegaﬁions attended from all
Member States, namely:-

Belgium, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, France,

Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Yoland, Portugal,

Spain, Sweden, the Uniom of Soviect Socizlist Republics and

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Observers represented the Governments of the United States of America
and of Canada, the International Council for the Exploration of the
Sea, FAC, OECD, and tﬁe Commission of EEC.
2.  Salmon

The Commission agreed, by a majority, a Recommendation
supplementing the measures agreed last year to protect salmon from
the developing high seas fishery; The Recommendation prohibits
fishing for salmon outside nétional limits in en area around the
British Isles. This measure is subject to review next year, together

with those taken last Year.
3. Herring

North Sea Herring
The Commission took note that Denmark, Norway and Sweden, who

together are predominant in the North Gea herring fishery, were
discussing a scheme of catch limitation outside the framework of the

Commission. Recognising that such an arrangement might influence the

Commission's system of regulation, and taking into account the need
to see the effects of the clbgud season regulations introduced last
year (which expire unless Fesiled en 28th - Febriary, 1972), the
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Commission decided to meet smmim-in Decomber %2 make new recommenda-
tions or extend the exiating qus They agreud ot tha terms of
reference for the sciantif&n adV1ce raquiraﬁ, and (by e mejority) to
allow Faroese fishermen (takins aeoonnt @f the spm@ial constitutional
status of the Faroes) to cateh i,OOO tone ﬁf hgrring for human consump-
tion or bait in the closed geaser in ﬁn§§$%£

: ~woer this year, in
addition to the 1,000 tons sllowed to Beumark undar the existing

Recommendation.

Atlanto-Scandisp Herring -

The Commission noted and welcomed an &gvgament, ocutsids the
framework of the Gommission, btetween Nerweay, E@alﬂmﬁ and the

USSR, covering limitation of the catch of the Atlsnto-Scandian herring

stock,
Celtic Sea Herring

The COmmission noted the report of L aﬂ hge Study Group of the
countries principally concerned in flahzng ﬁhﬁ Geltic Ses herring
stock. A stabilisation of ¢the cateh fyrom this smell and vulnerable
stock was agreed to be geaixaﬁle, z ;w:wﬁa o awcid sudden
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increases in exploitation levels the Commission agreﬁd to forbid the
use of purse-seine gear in the aree.
General

The Commission took note of a Polish statement on the priority
which should be given to catches for humsanm eagsumptian in & case in
which a particular stock of fish was in ﬁ&agﬁr from overfishing.

4. Icelandic cod ap

The Commission eﬁudied & repori from IéEs'on the effecte of
changes in fishing effort on the yislds of Izelsndic cod and haddock,
and took note of a propasal by Icsland fer tha cloaure to trawllng of
an area off the north-east coast of Iceland far an experimental period.
They appreciated Icelandic'éﬁacern about tﬁéjdgngerﬁ of over-
exploitation that would reénﬁt'frﬁﬂ ineresaed fi#hing'effort in the
area, and agreed that furthéf consideration of the need for additional
measuree would need to be éiven, folléwing the provision of a scientific

assessment (expected within the yeer) of the North Atlantic cod stocks

a8 & whole.



5 The Commission noted that six governn.nth’had signiriéd agreement to
the activation of Article 7(2) of the Convention, to allow measures

of catch and effort limitation to be instituted by the Commission.

Until all Contracting States have agreed this meassure, 'quota'

agreements have to be readh&d outside the tfémework of the Commission
between the countries principally concernéd. They decided to request
other Contracting States to advise their fishermen of the terms of

such agreements and invite them to facilitate their successful |
operation. They reviewed pr05re§s on tﬁe.hegotiation:of one such
arrangement for the Borth Enst Arctic. | ]
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6, Scheme of Intprnational Control

The Commission reviewed Progress on the introduction of the
scheme for the Jjoint enforcenent of their Rucoumendations on the
high seas, and accepted an 1nvitation from the Portuguese Government
to hold an ad hoc meeting of inspectors and administrators concerned.
with the operation of the scheme in Portugal during March, 1972.
e The Commission took note of a report from the Norwegian delegation
on the decline in the mackerel stocks in tha‘skagerrak and North

Eaétern North Sea, and on the measures to arreat and reverse the

decline taken by Norway as the country almost exclusively concerned.
They asked ICES for a study to be made for thcﬁ of the other stocks
that might be affected. . ,

B. The Commisaion noted that the use of besa trawls with heavy
chains for catching sole, the stocks of whiéﬁiynro begoning depleted,
had caused concern amongst fighermen, but that there wes no evidence

as to the effects of this gear on the bresding utock.‘ A numder of
countries wers condusting research on the problem, and they were asked
to provide research results to ICES so that am all.lliant could be made
for the Comumission,

9. The Commission aaraod ihn nxtuaaieu rnr %un y-r- of ita
Recommendation exsmptiag an area of the Irish Ges fvom its mesh
regulations in order %o allow a small-boat fishary for whiting to
continue. The exemption would ba reconsidered in 1973 on the dasis

of scientifis reports o tﬁt shate of the ateak,



10 The Commissien agresd to m:uu the fevel »f {ts contribution
to the funds of IQES by Wk,

14, The Boviet anmn mun taat au mm-n mesting of
the Commission, u m mml would Mbtpltu should be oalled
at ths mdot%wmtmotthutMt
problems facing the u-mmn which were uus resslved only with
disappointing albwness. Hh'i&l;l hitﬂ‘la ﬂﬁ#ilt aal N¥erdia Ministers
in 1969 and 1970 het peweR Prudbful. e Solmibidok agresd that
member states ahauld‘rilpﬂad to this Sovilt‘iaitiittrt by mid-June,
and that a deoisian on such & meeting would be taken in the light of
the views expressed.

12 . The Commission will unext meet in regnlar snpual session in the
first half of May, 1972, in London.

Off'ice 6f the Cosmission
Lofidon, 8.V.1.



