
fNTl"...RNA TIONAL COMMI$lO~ WO~ 

RESTRICTED 

'!WE MORlH'lVm ATlANTIC fISHERIES 

Serial No. 2580 
(A.c.l) 

ICNAF Comm.Doc.7l/19 

ft.N~~Up.J... MEETING - JUNE 1971 

12TH MEETING OF BUREAU AND CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL OF TEE INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANO­
GRAPHIC COMMISSION (UNESCO) 1-6 MARCH 1971: SUMMARIES OF RECOM}-iENDATIONS OF 

INTEREST TO ICNAF 

Recommendation No. 12. 2: That the Seventh Session of the Commission considers 
the possibility of organizing the next Joint Oce&'1O­
graphic AssembIy tn '.976. 

Recommendation No. 12. 4: Cine upon the Se0rE>t~ry to transmit the report of the 
Ioe Group of E.xperts ~n !.JCH!g-term Sci.f:,ntific Policy 
r;'.!td Pla,.···Uli!'tg (GELT.S,PAP) to otl:l_er relevar.-.t bodies 
for their eX2_mina-C.on. and possible comment prior to 
the Seventh Session of the COZ'GJ111Bsion. Invites con­
i3ideratioD and comment by FAO, 'WMO, ICES, leNAP, 
lEO and associRte( 'J:"g"<I.Cl1.zaticns on the proposals 
directly relateD. to their programmes. (Only two 
proposals are of direet interest to ICNAF. These 
are in paras 26 a1l0. 24 of the rep0r~ and are given 
be!ow .. ) 

Recommendation No. 12.5: That the S~v0TIth 5e ~~sion Df the CO!':lm:ision should 
establish the Gloha:. Investigations of Pollution in the 
Marine Enviro=ent recommended by GELTSPAP as 
on6 of t.~e major exercises in the Long-term and 
E;~B.1i.ded Programme of Oceanic Exploration and 
R.esearch (LEPOR)" T~;.8 investigations should be 
org8.D.iz-ed ~;t',D. cf.'Iordinated by IOC in cooperation with 
B.D:pLopri2.t€~ bodies. 

Recommend8_tion No. 12. 11: Calls upon the "iecremry to distribute the reports of 
the fhree meetings held 80 far of the IOC/ICES/IC?,{AF 
Joint Coorc1in:?~tion Group en Cooperative Systematic 
Stttdies in. th'~ ~"::orth Atlantic" Th€se reports are to be 
distr.ih';J:t":'!~ tc: :~/a:en;t8~ States of the J0int Group thl''Ough 
IOC channeIs. Requestf~ Member States of the Joint 
Group to stud~v c2.::"ef"!!)Jy ~J.t/?se reports with 8. 'liew to 
their ~~G:m.irt.g [cn,:t/~!'d ,\?rlth prcposals for reirJ'orcmg 
their 0':fforts to. tl'le s5i3ten::::\.~:i(: study of the NSlytb. 
Atlant5.c~ 

Rele~.nt paragraphs of the GE1:ISPAP Jf:SP:C~ 

Para 20 Continu.ing Global EYi"i!t;_.?-~.tQ!l. of !he HTTi1~~![,-~~!ces of the o(';~an and of 
thei:r condition. .!3ioSCi ~r:E.:?~xeEcise~ ~:~ __ ~ 

One of the most important a.~ms of the :Sxpande:d Programme is to obtaL~ 
more complete anC: more precise estimates of the potentials of tbe living 
resources in the world Dcean~ and rn.o.st~ if not all~ of the projects 
enumerated in Section. 2 of the Out:.ine are dJre.~tecI towarrls this general 
a.im. We felt that the approach must~ at thl$ 8"t2.ge, be esssentia7.ly 
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regiC'naL Direct global studies of primary and secondary production are 
not proposed llOW because metl;lOdology and knowledge of these fi.elds are 
not sufficiently d.eveloped to permit meaningful results to be obtained at 
that level. It is ho?'~d~ howev~r 'S that :?,:eneral studies of ma.rine produc­
tivity ~ compr5.sing ~ll lev-sls from the enrichment processes to the 
fishery resou.rces, u.nde!"'C2<..ken in different types of Henrichment C'ondi­
tions" In the oceanR, v,illlee.d to a better understanding of the complex 
processes involved and to better methods ofcp.,-antitative measurements, 
and hence to m.ore c5:::oect stu.dies of global productiono Meanwhile, it is 
expe~·ted. that fishery S1..ln'"eys and assessments UD.dertaJ:.?n OD. national 
and reg:~onal bases ']ltilI stea.dily 1.ffiprove OUI' knov,dedge of the world's 
re.sources of marine organ.Lsms~ \Ve {\--e.:;:"e ~~~_rE!.:,e of the re:;ent iSSlie by 
FAG of 1tThe Fish I{esources 01 the Oceantl , y.,?m.cb. contain!} 3. review of 
all available kr!o· .. 'ilJedge on the su.bject, and. v.;re propose that this doeu­
ment should be revised at 5ultable intervals and thus form an up-to-date 
record of global resource evalu.ation. 

Bioscience Exercise 2.1l - :ce research in rel,.?,tion to Polar. 
Oceanography 

Having been informed of the interest indicated by various nations In a 
study of ice in the polar seas, particularly in the Arctic and its relation 
to oceanography and meteoTclogy ~ V:le considered the possi~Jle biological 
aspeots of such studies. Perhaps more than in any other region, 
environmental conditions at high htitudes influence the biological proces­
ses where conditions are orten marginal for living resources. Examples 
of important biological problems demanding study are (i) variations in 
productivity of adjacent arctic ~.nd sub-arctIc se~_s following fluctuations 
of the fronts; (il) the mechan::sms in.1-terent in determini.ng stock s'tze 
fluctuations In these seas; and (lEi major biological processes in polar 

n d (' \ 'aj h" ' 1 .... , '+ t t l' +-, h seQ-s, an IV, speCl . r-.'LO.\,Oglca scnCles QJ. m,,,eres 00 PO_.::.l.l:...;cn resea:rc 
in these seas. We ,E'oEose th.at '1 Polar Ice Research Project should be 
developed in the Expanded Programme. In view of the importa!tce of 
including research on living resources in such a programme, the 
Commission E'houJ.d request ICES and ICNAF to assist. 

The Seventh Session of the Com::n:'13ion will be held at 'UNESCO, Paris from 
26 Oetober to (; Noven1bcr 1971. 

Fisheries Laboratory, 
Lowestoft, 
Suffolk, 
England. 

A. J. Lee 

21'; April 1971 


