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Statement by the Polish delegation concerning industrial
catches of fish species utilized for human consumption

Rapidly c¢xpanding industrial catches along with steadily
increasing fish meal production in the recent decade have been
watched with an anxiety by those countries the fishing fleets of
which operate mainly for fish provided for human consumption,

48 a rule no high requirements are pPlaced on fish for indus-
trial purposes. Both figh of small size and not neccssarily
fresh are utilized for fish meal production. Accordingly it is
~asy to organize catches for fish meal on = large scale which thus
becomes fraught with danger to fish resources as compared to catches
of fish for human congumption.

Fish meal production mey be based on a variety of murine
organisms and it is justified to use a number of thew for pro-
cessing into fish meal. Here we may include:

T, fish offals obtained during processing of fish for human

consumption;
2. ty-catch obtained from catches for human consumption;
Z. fish and some other marine organisms not used for human

consumption and landed from special industrial catches, such
a5 sand eel, Norway pout, ete;

4. surplus of fish caught for human consumption when thoe abun-
dance of fish resources permits to increase catches beyond
the possibilities of utilization for human consumption.

Zone essential objections are to be raised against industrial
catchées in those cases when they are in competition with catches
provided for human consumption. In such cases occurs considerable

loss of nourishing substances because only some pertion of protein



and fat contained in fish meal is assimilated by bred animals.

Cimultancously the expansion of industrial catches utilizing fish

oth.rwise provided for humsn consumpticn depletcs market supply

of figh products of nourishing and dietary values, to which the
customers are already used.

Jncontrollcd expansion of industrial catches, if maintained,
will drive those fishing fleets which operate for fish for human
consumption cut of their fishing grounds and this for the following
Ir=250NS:

1. Industrial catches may be based on juvenile fish and an
intensive eoxploitation of this kind leads to landing of the
major part of the stock before fish recruited into it reaches
the size fit for consumption and before they are ready for
spawning.

2. Ireservation of landed catch for fish meal is comparatively
simple and does not involve high labour expenditure. Thus
in this kind of fishery it is possible to use a very efficicnt
kind of gear, landing aboard a fishing vessel large quan-
tities of fish within a short time. That is why purse
scines have been so widely used in industrial catches. The
use of so highly efficient fishing gear on a large scale
would result in depletion of fish stocks and bring to an c¢nd
the remunerativeness of the less productive fisherics for
human ¢onsumption.

7. The fisheries for industrial purposes do not show as much
concorn in keeping up the stock of a given fish species on
& necessary level as the fisheries exploiting stocks for
consumption. This comes from a greater elasticity of the
former, which having overfished one species can easily shift
over %o start the exploitation of anbfher one,  ‘the kind of
fish exploitcd for fish meal is of a lesscr importance than
in fisheries for human consumption which has to cover the
demzrd for some particular fish specics. this demand ariscs

from hobits and preferences of consumers, established as the



result of many centuries of tradition and which can neither

fzut ror casily be changed.

w3 an 1llustration of how the fisheries for human consumption
~1t. forcud out by industrial catches may serve the situation in
Lrriteg catches, cbserved in NE Atlantic and recently alsc in
nackerel eutches in the North Sea.

Actunlly induztrial catches compete with fisheries for human
soreunption in cxploitation of a few fish stocks. In the futurc,
nnwiscr, more fish stocks may become the object of such conpeti-
ticr snd therefore our opinion is that whenever fish resourccs,
Laing cimultancously oxploited for fish meal and for human con-
calption, decrrasc as the result of overfishing (and it is just
in these cases that the competition between these two kinds of

fitasries takes place) all the fishery regulations should in the
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irst rate aim at full and balanced filling up of the demand for
fich for human consumptiorn.

Lo lations ¢stublishing either minimum mesh Slze or minimun
fish leungth do somewhat automatically act in favour of fishoerioyg
for human consumplion since they lead to landings of a beottor
“nn higher standard fish and this prompts the fishormen to tuke
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T cure of fthe cateh in order to have it preserved and pro-

(

ticted against spoilage and used for human consumption. It is
TLiTe mrother matter with a catch quota regulation. Such quota
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2o P fined in weight units ang may consist of different number of
£iah deperding on an average weight of caught individuals, but ag
regerds the ffeet on tish stocks it is not without significancc
Lrier bhe bulk of landed fish consists of a preat nunbor of

Lresy 18

Juv o nile individuals caught bufore their first Spawning or of =
srellor numbor of larger, adult fish.

Finally, to support our above considerations we would point
w2 the article 2 of the Convention on Fishing and Conservation of
“ro: Livirge kesources of the High Seas (Geneva, 29 April, 1958):
"s8 snployed in this Convention, the expression "Conservation of
nrw living resources at the high seas" means the aggregate of the

wLullres renderingg possible the optimum sustainablc yield from

%



thooe resources so as to sccure a maximum supply of food and other
werine products, Comservation programmes should be formulated
with © viuw tou securing in the first place a supply of food for
hunzr concumption"., Thus wherever the competition between
irdustrial catches and catches for human consumption tukes place
~ne cnlla for regulatory measures, such measures should tend to
rodace to minimum any possible loss of nutritious substances.
imsrticularly when reed arises for limitation cateh quotas, i.s.
wnoLoor g the management of the resources is commzcnced on an
intrrnational cceale, the demand for fish for direct human consump-
tion should be given the priority before industriul catches. When
distributing the gquotas for a given fish stock into consideration
cheuld be taker both the size of fish and the destination of
lznded coteh.  For the future such measurcs should be taken which
would prevent industrial catches to force out from the fishing
grourds the flects operating for fish for human consunption.
Subuitting this statenent the Polish delegation proposcs to
tuxe 1t into consideration in future regulations of [isherics in

the. HEAFC nre:i.



