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1 NOTl!S FOR THE COIIPLl!lUOJf em STATLAlIT i'OJUIJ FOR THE NORTBWl!5T ATLANTIC 

1.1 As reported to IClfAli' in previOUS years, it baa beoome neoessary to redraft the notel in the light of the overall Atlantio-wide need for standard notel (olulifioaUona, oonoepts, definitiona, eto.) and standard STATLABT fol'lllll. '!'his work h&I now been oOllpleted and it is possible to present oloaely oCllJlparable notes for not onlJ ICliAB' qd ICm (as in the past) but now allO for (1) CAllPAS (SouthwGStAtlantio) (2) eIDAF (E:lstern Oentral AUantio) (3) Gli'C1I (lediterrannean Md Blaok Sea) sud (4) Southeast Atlantio (for the proposed ICSEAF). 

1.2 It is propossd to review all the notes for the various Atlantic regional fishery bodies at the 7th Session of the CliP, November 1971. The new versions will be used in 1972 when requesting national offioes to oomplete STATLAlIT forms with 1971 data. 

1.3 FAO Fisheries Circular Nos. 273 ("Notes for the oompletion of S'rATLANT f01'lll 21A - liorthwest Atlantio Area: Catch aummaryn) a.nd 274 ("Notes for the oompletion of STATLAllT form 21:8 - !fOl"thwest Atlantio Areal Catoh effort") are presented to ICNAF's STACRES for oonsideration and for oomment. 

2 ADDITIOJfAL liO'l'ES 

2.1 FAO Fiaheriss Circular lio. 248 Rev. 1 ("Cluaifioation, definition and oodifioation of fishing eftort statistics") gives the latest version of the ICm/ICliAB' standard oonoepts, definitiona and olassifioations with reapeot to effort meuures. 

2.2 FAO Fisheries Circular lio. 260 ("Nominal catches" and "Landings": "Definitiona and Notes") gives the bUio definitions on various fundamental ooncepts relating to catch data: 

(1) 

m 
"gross catch .. ", "disoarded oatohes", "nominal catohes", "la.ndinge", eto. 
"live weight", "landed weight" and oonversion factors 
"lear of capture", "lear of landiDg" 
"direct foreign landings" 

Thi8 Circular also preeents a S1llDlllary of adjustments, inolusions and exolusiona that have to be made .nen establishing the ooverage of the data to be reported on NOMDtAL CATClUS. 

2.3 ICliU's STAClUS might win'h to improve these notes and to introduoe certain amendments. 
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3 NORTIlifIi5T A'l'W'l'IC FlSHDlG AlWS 

3.1 DuriDg its 6th Session (3-7 February 1969, Copellhagen). the CWP (coordi
natiDg Working Party on Atla.ntio Fishery Statistics) reviewed the detailed 
information on the classification of fishing areas presented in document 
STANA 69/6/8D ("Classification and Codifioation of Fishing Areas"). The 
CWP reoommended that this doouaeut be' re-issued and distributed to ICNAF. 
ICE and Cl!XlAF. FAO Fisheries Ciroular No. 235 consists of an 
u:p&D8ion of the details relatiDg to the Northwest Atlantic and to the 
ICIAF oonvention area and their further brea.kd01lll by sub-areas and divi
eiOl18. The purpose of this Circular, by bringing together all these 
details. is to faoilitate reviews and refinements of the definitions of 
the etatistical areaa and their sub~eaa and diviSions. 

3.2 ICliAF's STACRliB recOlllllended (Recommendation lio. 8 ) tliat the contents of 
this Circular be incorporated for referenoe purposes in the Redbook 1969. 
Pari. III (see pages 124-127). 

3.3 FAO Fisheries Circular No. 235 Rev. 1 ("Fishery Statistical Notes: North
_t Atlantic Statistical Area (FAO FishiDg Area 21)") the reviSions are 
in the North Atlantic map where some changes in lIEAFC regional boundaries 
were made are submitted to IClIIAF's STACBliB for review and for improve
ments 1Ih.re n.o.ssary. Suoh improvem.nts would be incorporated b.for. 
this Ciroula.r is used as part of the notes for the completion of the 
S'l.'ATLAJT forms during 1972. 

4 SPl!XlIllS CA'l'BGORIE: liClJi'fUJiBT AND ll'ORTJ:IJJlA.ST ATJ;:~9.. 

4.1 FAO ll'i8heries Circular No. 277 ("ll'orthwes·t and Northeast Atlantic: Clas
sifioation of Aquatio Animals and Plants for statistical purposes") ha.B 
b.en prepared by the F'Il!5 secretarial to present: 

(a) the statistical oatwriea (at the j.tem leIvel) for ,mich data are 
available aDd publish.d in either FAO, IONAF or ICE statistical 
publicat iOl18 

(b) deacriptiOl18 of the .:pecies cove:r'~ of the varioUB FAO, ICE and 
IClfAF statistical items, indioatiD« 'the one or more speoies inoluded. 

4.2 Th. _terial shown is &rr8llg.d aooording to the "DivisiollB" and "groups" 
of the Int.rnational Standard Statistical Classification of Aquatio Ani
mals a.nd Plants (ISSCAAP). Th. statistical items or categories within 

. each greup ar. arranged in taxonomio order, i •••• in numerical order of 
the taxoncaio oode used by FAO in 'fh. Current :BibliosraW for Agutio 
Scieno.s and Fisheries. 

4.3 This Circular lio. 277 is plann.d to replace both (1) No. 208 ("Northwest 
Atlantic species nam.s") us.d for ICNAF statistios and (2) lio. 207 
("Det1nitiOl18 of t.l.oat and oariilagillOUB fish speci.s and th.ir group
ings as listed in column C of Form STAlfA 1.) us.d for ICE statistioa. 
In 1972 1Ihen the CWP S.oretary ma.kes requests to national offices for 
1971 catoh SlIIIIIIary data and catch/.ffort data by Northwest and Northeast 
Atlantio fishing areaa, FAO Fish.ri.s Cil'01ll.ar )fo. 277 will be used as 
pari of the notes aoocaJIIUI;\TiDg the S'l.'ATLAJT fol'JllB. 

4.4 FAO Fish.ries Circular lio. 277 is submitt.d to ICNAl's S'l.'ACRliB for oom
ment and for consideration. It would b. most helpful if inadequaoi.s, 
.rrors •• to. are pointed out for oorreotion by the CWP Secretary. It 
will also be presented to ICE in September 1971 and to the 7th S .. sion 
of the ClIP, lTovember 1971. All sugg.stiOll8 for improvements would be 
incorporated after the CWP meeting. aDd the revised version would then 
be available for use with the STATLABT fol'JllB .arly 1972. 
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5 lIDt PAO TAl!ULATIOBS 01 CA'lCBlIB Br SPllCDIB, Br AREAS AlID Br COONTRm 

5.1 In Volume Io. 28 ("Catabes and l·ndin~, 1969") of the Yearbook of 
PillheZ'Y Statistios, the taU .. in Section B, (Section C in the earlier 
w11lllles) prMent namiD&l. Oir.tab data for eaoh of the revised ISSCAAP's 
"Group of speoies". In these tables eaoh group of speoies is broken 
do1IIl by statistioal "it_", e.g. speoies, genera, or families. 

5.2 The oonrage and oontents of eaoh of the tabl .. (i.e. grOUpB of speoies) 
have nov been reviewed and have been rriabulated and published in PAO 
Pisheries Ciroular 110. 270 ("IIominal Catab .. , by speoies, by fishillg 
arees and by oountrieS") to reflect the following improvements I 

(a) A breakdolm by fillbin! arees baa now bem imroduoed under eaoh 
ita. The catoh .. of eaoh staUstioal it_ (speoies, gen1lll or 
family) have, therefore, been allocated to one or more fishillg 
arees. The sub-\o1;als for each fishillg area are broken down 
tariher by ocnmtry. The fishillg are .. 1IIIed in these tabulations 
are the seven lII&~or inland tishillg areas (eaab ooverillg one of the 
.evan oontinents) and the nineteen major marine fi.hillg areas into 
_iab the three 00_ (Atlantio, Indian and Paoifio and their 
adjacent .... ) have been .plit. This brea.kdown by areas should 
facilitate and expedite the extraction and preparation of the 
regionally oriented statistical tables and publications required 
by variOUS fishery oommisSions, oouncils, eto. 

(b) The staUsUcal it_ UllIler eaoh ISSGAlI:'" gro1l),l are no lOllger 
arraDged in alPhabetio order of the English ooGmJn names as 
hitherto, but in the taxcmOllio ordar aoovrdillg to the numerical 
oodes used in The Current BibliomP9Y for A5J)l3tic Sciences and Fisheriee 
As explained in the introduotion to Fisheries Circul.ar 270 this will ensure 
-t:&atall speoies belollgillg to thE; eama genU! follow o:"e another in 
iaDediate sequenoe; all genera belonging to >.he sams family are 
also presented togethgr. Thia should grea-Uy facilitate the 
calculation of a.n;y special sub-tot ... l. by families, genera, etc. 

(c) Ths introduction of more detail..ld tnakdow.os, aooording to the areas 
fished, often results in a more precise identification of the 
species, and also permits the identification of~ew statistical 
it .. at the family, genus or even sp60ielij level, where these were 
formerly included under the ver~ gen.ral categories called 
"Various", nothern, and "Unsorted", ate. 

5.3 This FAO Fisheries Ciroular 1I0. 270 is beillg ciroulated to national 
focal points for fishery statistics and to experts for their oomments, 
revi8ions and oorrections. It is hoped that all these oODlllents, includ
iIIg the up-datillg of the tables with data fgr the two calendar yeare 1969 
and '970, oould be made available to FAO by 31 ~ 1971. This would 
p8rsit the inolusion of th .. e new versions of the tables in Section B of 
Vol'Ullle 110. 30 of the Yearbgok of FiSheR Statistics sub-\itled "Catches 
and 1Illl4ingB', 1970", sabeduled tor pub ioaUon in October 1971. 

6 QUANTITY CONVERSION FACTOBS 

6.1 This Bulletin preaents:in final form the material shown in the Fisheries 
Circulars previoualy issued, it inoorporates amendments and/or additional 
information supplied to FAO by the oountries oonoerned after the publication 
of Fisheries Ciroular 228, Rev. 2. 

6.2 It should be noted that the need for aoourate oonversion faotors was 
disouBsed at the mid-term meeting of the ICNAlI' Standing Committee on 
Regulatory Meaaurea, London, 27-29 January 1969 (Bee ICNAF CommiBsion 
Dooument 69/2). Thia Standing Committee stated that: 
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6.3 "Sinoe oatoh quetaa would be in terms of landed equivalent whole fish, 
it would be necessary to establish oonversion factors where the fish 
underwent processiag at sea, and also the method of treatment of discards. 
These matters weuld need to be settled by experts at the time a soheme was 
formulated in the light of the particular ciroumstanoes, and the FAO/ICES/ICNAF 
Coordinating Workiag Party on Atlantio Fisheries Statistios (CWP) oould advi '. 

6.4 It should also be .tressed that, acoording to the opinions expressed by 
the CWP at it. Fifth and Sixth Sessions, this work is not intended to 
establish oommen international factors. 

6.5 FAO Bulletin of Fi.hery Statistios, No.25 ("Conversion Factorsl North 
Atlantio Speoies, 1970") is intended to stimulate national statistioal 
offioes to oompar. the oonversion factors they are now using for individual 
species and for partioular types of dressing with factors used by other 
oountries for the .... speoies and degree of prooessing or handling. 

7. 

Where suoh a o •• parison shows signifioant differenoes it would be 
advisable that the national offioes investigate the reasons for suoh 
disorepanoies and if these reasons oould not be established, then the 
acouracy of the ooaversion factors should also be tested. 

7.1 Ths first mestiag ot ICCAT (Internation Commission for the Conservation of 
Atlantio Tunas), Roae, 1-6 Deoember 1969, in oonsidering the activities of 
thsCoord1nattag W.rking Party, recommended that the Commission should 
partioipate ia it. work. The Counoil of ICCAT at its First Regular Meeting 
(Madrid, 16-20 November 1970) oonfirmed that the Commission should be 
represented at the Sevsnth Session of the CWP. The Chairman of ICCAT in a 
letter of 1 Karch 1971 to the Direotor-General of FAn reiterated the importanoe 
of the partioipatioa of the Commission in the work of the CWP and requested 
the support of FAD to that effeot. 

7.2 ICCAT's request w .. presented to the aiyth sessi.on on 15-21 April of FAO's 
Committee on Fiaherie. (COFI) - see dooument COFI/71/5(a) Sup.1 of 25 March. 

7.3 The following ia as extract from the draft report of COFI (paragraph 24)1 
"The Committee was iatormed of the desire of ICCAT to partioipate in the 
work ot the Coordiaating Workiag Party oa Atlantmo Fishery Statistios (CWP). 
Taking into aco.uat the need to standardize the seleotion and publioation 
of fishery .tati.tioal data in the Atlantio Ooean, the Committee unanimously 
agreed to reo ..... d to the Counoil of FAO to authorize at its Fifty-sixth 
Ses.ion (7-18 Jua. 1971) the partioipation of ICCAT in the work of CWP, by 
appointing up to tour e%perts to it. It was, however, pointed out that the 
number of e,perta, whioh each partioipant was entitled t~ appoint, would 
have to be reviewed if t~e number of partioipants inoreased in the future." 

7.4 The obeerver tor ICES at COFI, Mr. TambB-Lyohe (General Seoretary, ICES) 
informed COFI that ICES weloomes the partioipation of ICCAT in the CW? 
and that ICES is ezpeoted to agree to suoh partioipation later this year. 
To permit ICCAT'. partioipation in the Sev~nth Se~sion of the CWP it is 
necesaary that al •• ICNAF would endorse ICCAT's partioipation at its May 
1970 meeting. 

7.5 Details of the Seveath Session of the CW? 

A draft prospectus o.vering the November 1971 meetings of ·he miP in Rome 
inoluding the Seveath Session of the Coordinating Working Party is presented 
as a aeparate paper (aee ICNAF Res.Doc.71/19l. Attention is drawn to the 
followingl 

(a) 

(b) 

The Seveatll So .. ion of the CW? ia .oheduled to take place in Rome 
over a period .f 7:8 dai. during the firet half of November. -y;
is to be preceded by a two. day masting of an !!! hoo CW? Working 
Group on Auto.atio Data Prooesaing. 

'InA ................ 0 ...... v .... ~ .... ___ .... _ ........... _u_ .............. __ ........ 9 is to meet 
] tft...a_.JI_ ,6 _ t'\..,. _ _ 'L __ 4,."..,"'\ rm..._ • .I: __ .L meeting 
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(c) The f~r.t ••• tiag of the Seventh S ••• ion of the CWP will start at 1.0.00, Weda .. dq (10 November 1971). Ii is expected that the last meeting will ol •• e late on Tue.dq afternoon (16 November 1971). 
(d) It is e%peotad tild both the Working Group on ADP and the CWP will meet in R ••• , Italy. The meeting8 will be acoommodated in FAO's Building-wpR, leoated in Via Cri.toforo Colombo (No.426) about 4 km from FAO Headquarter •• 

7.6 ICNAF'. attenti •• i. drawn to the pro.pectus and the Seoretary of the CWP would weloome .ucc •• tien. for oomment. on the general arrangement. and on the provisioaal .... u. It would al.o like to obtain from ICNAF at its Mq meeting or .il.rU;r afterward the ..... of the ICNAF participants. It .hould be noted taat ICCAT will be responsible for the travel and per diem costs of the Exeoutive Secretary and the Chairman of ICNAF's Sub-Committee on Sampling aad Stati.tios. 

8 CLASSIFICATION OF FISHING GEAR FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

9 

9·1 

9·2 

An ad iloo Workiag Greup on the 
Cla"ifioatio. .t Fi.hing Gear 
from 21 thDougil 23 April 1971. 
Appendix 1. 

Internatia.al Standard Statistioal 
(ISSCFG) met at FAO Headquarters in Rome 
The List of Participanta ia given in 

Thia Working Greup dev.loped from an invitation extend~d by the Secratary of the CWP to Dr. A.I. Treachev (VN1ROi Moaoow) ~~~ to Professor Dr. A von Brandt (Buade.t.r.chungsanstalt fUr Fisoherei, Hamburg), to come to Rome to disous. the •• tablishment of an Internatio1l&1 Standard Statistical Classifioatio. of Fiahing Gear. Thl.B invitation was mad.e during the course of the ICES Sp.oial X.eting en th8 MeaaUl"e of FIshing Effort, September 1970, Copenhagen. 

The Working Gr.up deoided in view of the urgency of the matter to issue a Preliminary Rep.rt. A final report which liould Jnolud<! detailed. appendioes, &8 well as illustraU.aa of the different types of gea:~, and whioh would take poedbl;r a ;r.ar to prepare, .ilould be issued durillg the oourse of 1972. The Group rec ..... d.d that this final report snould be oompleted by means of oorreapondno.. It abo express(!d the hope that it would. be posei ble for Professor von Brandt and Dr. Treschev to arrange for the illustrations to be included in the final version. 

The divisions and groups of the ISSCFG as propos~d by the ad hoc Working Party is presented as ICNAF' Res.Doc. 71/20. - ---

FISHING FLEETS STATISTICS AND NATIONAL REGISTERS 0F FISHING CRAFT 

ICNAF has beea produoing, periodioally, for several years a Iiet of vessels fishing in the ICNAP Convention Area. The ICES Statistios ao .. ittee oonsidered the need for publi.hing a aimilar list of fishing oraft fishing in the Northeast Atlaatio. The matter was referred to the Coordinating Working Party on Atlantio Piahery Statistios, whioh .uggested that ICNAF and ICES oonsidered the advisabilit;r of issuing periodioally a joint list of vessel. fishing in the North Atlaatio. 

These matters have b.en repeatedly review.d in the reoent sessions of the ICNAF Sub-Committee on Statistios, the ICES Statistios Committee, the Coordinating Worki.g Party on Atlantio Fishery Statistios (CWP). 
9.3 At the meeting ot the ICNAF Standing Committee on Researah and Statistios, held in Warsaw, 1969, the Seoretary of the CWP vas requested to prepare a draft joint list .f veBsels fishing in the Northwest and Northeast Atlantio and to present it at the 1971 annual meeting. of ICNAF and ICES, to enable these bodies to deoide on whether or not to prooeed with the proposal to publish periodioally auoh a joint list. 
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9.4 The FAa Secretariat i •• ued a fi~hery oiroular and standard forms under oover 
of a l.tts~ addr ••• ed to the national fi.hery etatistioal focal points of 
all oountrie. wao aav. boats fi.hing in the Northeast or Northwest Atlantio. 
Many oou~trie. o • .,leted the.e forms in acoordanoe with the instruotions, 
but in a few 0 .... it app.ared that some oontu.ion was oaused by requesting 
information for ve ••• ls of 150 tons and more if they fish in the Northeast 
Atlantio or Northw •• t Atlantio while ves.ell of 50-149 tons were to be 
report.d only if they fi.hed in the Northwest Atlantio at least. 

9.5 It did not provo f ... ible to oomplete the manusoript as some replies are 
still outltanding .. d a few of those received are inoomplete. 

9.6 The Seoretary .f the CWP would like to .ugge.t that suoh a joint list of 
vessels should only be issued if the requirements as to the fleets to be 
reported do n.t vary 'from region to region. It might be advisable to 
establish 100 t ..... the minimum for the inolusion of any vessel in the 
joint register. In view of the oontinuing expansion of long distanoe fishing 
operations, it might even be better not to oonfine the register to the 
ves.el. fishing in the Northe .. t and Northwest Atlantio. The best solution 
now might be to i •• ue from tim~ to time an FAO Bulletin of Fishery Statistios 
oovering all the ve ••• ls of s~ 100 g.r.t. or more regardless of the fishing arel 
frequented. 
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