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The escapement or small fish through otter trawl meshes 
of sufficient size has been clearly demonstrated for numerous 
species including flatfishes (Todd, 1911; Davis, 1934; Herring
ton, 1935; Clark, McCracken, and Templeman, 1958). Some of 
the studies have shown that most of the escapement takes 
place in the codend, and this appears to be particularly true 
in the case of flatfishes. Thus Todd (1911), using fine mesh 
covers over the square, upper belly (batings), and codend, 
found that only about 0.5% of the flatfishes escaping escaped 
through the square and about 1 or 2%, through the upper belly. 
Ellis (1963) determined, through attaching covers to various 
parts of the trawl, that escapement or long rough dab, 
Hippoglossoides platessoides, was about nil forward of the 
codende Margetts (1963), also using the cover method, found 
that in dab, Pleuronectes limanda, about 13% of the escaping 
fish went through the upper belly, while almost all or the 
other 87% escaped through the codend. Beverton (1963) showed 
that within the codend itself, about 95% of the dab escaping 
did so in the arter one-quarter of the codend. This further 
indicated that fish make few attempts to escape until they 
reach the end of the net. Clark, et al. (1958) stated that 
escapement in net parts forward of the codend is restricted 
to smaller sizes of fish than is escapement in the codend 
itself. Observations of fishing gear in operation by divers 
and with cameras, such as in the film Fish and the seine net, 
lead to conclusions similar to the above. 

In view of the preceding, it is common practice in selec
tion studies to deal only with selection in the codend. 

There have been no studies of escapement of yellowtail 
flounder, Limanda ferruginea, forward of the codend. During 
codend mesh selection studies in 1967, however (LUX, 1968), 
it was noted that when the net was brought aboard after a 
haUl there were sometimes a few yellowtail gillec in meshes of 
the upper belly and wings, indicating that some fish escape 
there. The numbe~gilled in those areas were small, however, 
compared with those gilled in the codend. The behavior of 
yellowtail within the net therefore probably is similar to that 
described above for other flatfishes, and escapement in forward 
net parts is relatively small. 
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