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On reque3t of the cnairmsn of the working group on coordinated groundfish 
surveys a preliminary stratification scheme along the lines of the sampling 
si;.cata succ.:.ssfully used in Subarea 5 and those outlined by Pinhorn for the 
Granj Hank area nas been pr~pared as a basls for discussion by the working 
~'I'OUI> at the Annual ICNAF - Meeting 1972 (see Fig. l). 

The depth cantures used 86 border lines for the sampling strata have 
bE~t:ll transferred from the German F.'isht-:TY Charts Nrs. 459 - 461 (Scale 1 : 500 000 
published by thE::: GermaIl Uyarog'l.'aphic Institute in 1965. 

A Guit.able and internationally ad,opted stratification scheme would 
cArtai.!.ly oifer the possibility for a better coordination of field work and 
t~ould serve af) a basis for getting more accure.te estimates of biomass and stock 
8bLllldE'nGe in the respe('.tive areas. But in order to get reliable estimates not 
_'Jd;V depht!J :t;ones tJut other conditions which are known to be of considerable 
lnflu8fice on tl)C behaviour of the livin~~ C'ummunities have to be taken into 
i:I(:l;lhl.',i::.. l:!~:~(!ciq]lJ ill t!JI:~ 110rtht::"Lu subareai'3 the !lydrographic situation is very 
vl,'_riil'u]~ sno i{oiT!Glt~x. Ji:.xtreme Lottom temperCiture conditions may even divide one 
i:-1::i.LlII J._ill.S' ~tratutJl ill variaull~ tI.:r·e<:,~; \~jth quite dif;l"erent species distribution or 
o1,(;d;. d.ens:iti(--~s. Tn these areas gro!lndfish surveys should therefore be accom­
r;:.:.~it',ci wiLl H~! adeqUate amollnt of hydrog".caphic observations and the distribution 
r-·f trawl Stl'1tiuHS SilOUld be in accClrdance with the observed situation. 

A'd yet 110 f"ic-:::ld experience i?,0l11d be [r,CliIlE:d in using the proposed stra­
ti f'icatiorl scheme on l:,'Toundfisl"1 ::;urveys in Subarea 2 but it is hoped that co­
ordinated 6t.:~rV8Y oper.':ltions ill faJI 1972 "Will give the opportunity to test the 
usefulnes5 of thi8 or a simila.r Dobe-me. 
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.Stratification. Scheme 
for Subarf!a 2 - Labrador 

sampling strata 1- 69 
according to depth 
zones (meters) : 
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Fig~ 1. 
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