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On request of the chailrman of the working group on coordinated groundfish
surveys a preliminary stratification scheme along the lines of the sampling
shrata successfully used in Saberea 5 and those outlined by Finhorn for the
Grand bank ares has been prepared as a basie for discussion by the working

Zroup at the Annual ICNAF - Meeting 1972 {gee Fig. 1).

The depth contures used «s border lines for the sampling strata heve
been transtferred from the German Fishery Charts Nrs. 459 - 461 {Scale 1 ; 500 004
published by the German Hyarographic lnstitute ium 1965,

A suitable and internationally adopted stratification scheme would
certainly ocifer the pessibility for a better coordination of field work and
could serve as a basig for getting more accurete estimates of biomass and stock
abundence in the respective aress. Lut in order to get relisble estimates not
Mty dephth zones but other conditions whieh are known to be of congiderable
influesee on the behaviour of the living communities have to be taken into
@ity Broecially in the northern subareas the hydrographic situation is very
varisable ang komclex. Fxtreme Lottom temperature conditions nay even divide one
salyliog stratuw in variable wreas with gquite difterent #pecies distribation or
Bioul densities. Tn these arvess groundfish surveys should therefore be a8Ccom-
Mendied with an adequate amount of hydrographic observations and the distribution

of trawl strtions should Le in geccordance with the observed situation.

4s yel no field experience could be geined in vsing the proposed stra-
tification scheme on groundfish surveys in Subarea 2 but it is hoped that co-
ordinated survey operations in fall 1972 will give the opportunity te test the

ugsefulness of this or a similsr scheme.
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