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In the 1971-seaaon 11 Danish wesels participated in the ottshore 

salmon fishery in West Greenland waters. The fiehe1"7 was carried out 

ezelusively bf memlS of drift nets. 

'lhe nets opers.ted were of va.rr1Dg effioiency lIhich cannot be 18"'" 

~ when catch-pe:r-unit-effort figures are considered. The ms.in ran

son for the variance is difference in mesh Size, but tUso diversit::r of 

rJ.eg:I.JIg is ft8pOll8ible. 

WbilQ 8 vessels etarted the fishery 1 AUSWIt aDd lett ott in mid 

or late October, , participant&: did not enter the tisher;r until the 

laat halt ot August or mid September. In retum 2 of these oontim.lsd. 

t18hing until ea.r17 Hovember. 

.l Bisrdticant part of the f'1aher7 V&B COIlCentmted within the , 

mUes fiahing U.ai t. CkIl.::r in a tev C&88S llaniBh vassels tried dritt 

nett1Dg .t'a%ther oUshore than 30 ne,.ut. miles. 

(h basis ot diaries !"r<mI 9 vessels repreeentiDg B9 " ot the Danish 

total yield it is lI.ttempted to give an. idea ot the geographical and 

aea.sonal distrlbuUon ot the llemiah dritt net fi1lber;y and to give esti

_tes O;."\be relative density at the ISlllmon atock. iPr this purpose 

aa.ta on ettort mu1 catch are compiled acoordiDg to a classifiCll.tion on 

Brea8 and periods. 

'Jba sa.lmcm. tillbi.Dg BeaaoJJ. is divided in 7 halt-monthl::r periods, 

- u tar as the Danish vessels are COIlC~ the eeason lasted from 

1 Aveust to 8 Boveulber. 

• !!he so.baon fishing grounds ott West Greenland have been grouped 

wi tb1Il 6 areas alODg the coast ftom Dlsko in the north to JulillllehAb 

in the south, Fig. 1. By preference deeps between offshore banks, se

pe.ra.tiDg fish1ng grounds, where salmon fish.ine were concentrated, are 

selected as northern and southern limite ot the areas. '!he uaot li

mits are detined by the latitudes stll.tei in Fig. 1 where also the line 

running al; a diste.nce ot 30 naut. c.ilet hOI:! the sbore is show.. As sta

ted above only few net!! were operated cuttlide this limit. 

~ 2 ~ 

The areas are referred to by the following common fisbing grounds; 

I Disko:Bank and coastal bank east of Disko. 

II store Hellefisk Bank. 
III Lille Bel1efisk Bank. 

IV Sukkextoppen Bank and F,ylla Bank. 

V Fiskenms Bank !llld Dana. Bank. 

VI Coo.stal bank east and south of Arsuk. 

In Table 1 effort date. (nUCIber of net % sets) and catch data (nutl

ber of salmon netted) from 9 vessels are grouped according to time and 

10Cll.tion of fiehing. Corresponding figures on catch per unit effort 

(number or SIllmon caueht per 100 nets x sets) are stn.ted too. 

. In order to fa.cilitate the survey on the VlI.rious values Co graphical 

zepreaentc.t1on of the table is dro.wn. up, Fig. 2. Effort is represented 

b::r a. equa.re (5 I!E1 x 5 mm.: 400 nets % sets) and catch is indicated by a. 

hatched area. (5 !!III % 5 IIID.: 400 SGlnon). The relation between the 8ize 

ot the two ai&naturaa is 0. direct me&.aure of catch per un! t effort I 

•• g. a completely hatched square represen:. a catch of lao sa.l.mon per 100_. 
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