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The total Irish catch of salmon an’ grilse in 1971 are given
in Pable 1A. 1t shows a subagtantlal ecreuse in salmor when

compared with the 1970 figure (CM,1971/M : 2}, Up to 1970 there
was no separate statistica avallable for salmon an’ grilse in the
country excapt on 2 seasonal brezk-Zown (£ish taken before 30th May
were salmon ond thereafter 95% were grilse), There was zlso =
reduction noted in the grilse catch in 1971 but the figure for
grilse 1s st11) well esbove the average for the decale.

To illustrate the decline in catch in salmon (taken mostly
before 30th May in Irish rivers) four rivers have been chosen
where records are availahle on =& seasonal brzakdown for a number
of yecrs an’ tha decline in salmon which cccurred in the mid
sixties 1s in evidencs.

The estimated monthly run of fisn 1s given for the River
Shanton from 1950 to 1971, Jrom scale reading it has been shown
that all fish running up to the end of May are salmon and therg-
after grilse, The column "Totzl Spring fish" gives an indicasdon
of the decline in the numbers of salmon from 1966 to 1971,

The cateh statlsties for the River Bandon from 1961 to 1971
are givéen in Table 2, This river always hal a substantial rum of
galmon but in the yeare 1970 and 1971 the number of sflmen taken
droppel to & mere B% znd 7% reapeatively.

4 silmilar decrcase in the numbers of early run s-lmon is
evident in the case of ths River Blackwater (Table 3) wher: catch
figures from 1953 to 1971 are avcilable., Up to 1966 the proportion
of salmon %o grilse was approximaiely 1 to 3 but from 1967 onwards
:gere gag a substantiel reduction in the preportion of salmen in

e catch.

In Table 4 monthly statistica for the River Slaney ara given.
The data presented is rather short torm {196%3-71) but 2t the same
time 1llustrates the decrease in Spring fish when the catch
figures from 1963 to 1966 are compared with the post 1966 catch
figures. The River Slaney differs from both the Bandon and River
Blackwater by not having a compensatery incresse in grilse.
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* §p Soloen Grils Statisties for Ireland 1971 {Previasional figures)

Salnon Criise Total N
pistrict Fo. |Ws. in In, Ne. | Wh. &n k. Ke. W, in Iy,
Publin L9 478 1,229 Tok29 1,278 72997
Wextord 1,270 | 10,799 1,088 7,072 2,35 17,871
Ratorford 13,323 | 127,902 35,59 | e2mpuce | wegz 359,302
Lisnere 5,850 52,660 33,553 a,193 39,403 266,853
Cerk 1,388 1,276 26,391 184,95, 21,775 196,230
Kerry 340 | 30,043 B, 113 300,736 | 47,522 332,179
Limerick 5,007 45,063 65,509 453,090 70,518 498,157
Eolway 12 | 12,978 11,396 7,360 | 12,8 96,335
Connenara RIL 1,798 12,193 1,720 12,193
Ballinaiill 260 1,800 3,783 26,238 3,983 28,038
Bangor 70 6,160 1,617 07,006 15,367 113,166
Belline ~_ | 2,873 | 25,857 wo | ms,05 | mL91 370,882
Slige 78 | 6,650 78 | wam | ez 55,851
Ballyshennen 768 6,012 57,646 257,910 36,41 258,622
Lettorkenny 1,622 1,558 81,516 566 424 83,138 581,022
Dundalk %3 | 2Am 3,428 2,343 5,671 28,817
Drogheda 939 { 11,527 5,77h 19,523 6,713 61,000
Foyle Fisheries T -1 —— e N
Cﬁﬂﬂison;;‘on 5% 1;590 17,330 40,559 304,921 2 223 322,251
TOTAL | w57 | sa,507 5467 | 3,215,005 | 506,38 | 3,599,000

Saloen (2 or over sea wmbor fish) = 175 zetrio tons

erilse (1 ; sea winter Pish)

Total

- 1, '].60 B "
a 1,635 % n
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Table 1.
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Estimated runs of fish in the Shannon based

on the returns to Thomend Weir up to Jly 19,

Table 3 River

-4 -

Blackwater monthly cateh figure 1953-71

Year | Jan/ |Maveh | April| May i Total |June 'July !Total | Combined
Feb, Spring Summer Total
Fish Fish
1930 | 245 | 763 |1,760! 485 | 3,253 | 7,724(3,457|11,181 | 14,434
Losl | 153 1 80O | 1,740(1,768 | 4,461 | 6,24214,031]10,273] 14,734
1952 | 223 } 958 | 1,287| <760 | 3,228 | 6,004{1,310| 7,314] 10,542
1953 [ 483 [ 526 659 J1,661 | 3,329 | 9,027|5,185(14,212| 17,541
1954 | 239 1 730 |3,412[:,272 | 3,553 | 5,253]5,187|10,44C| 13,993
1955 (101 | 586 |1,41901,343 | 3,240 | 2,934]2,797 5,731} 8,980
1956 | 194 | 863 |1,037[1,437 | 3,531 | 4,989(4,479} 9,465| 12,999
1957 | é2 | s52 787 1,352 | 2,753 | 4,600{3,774{10,374 | 13,127
19858 | 70 | 572 924 | 785 | 2,351 { 4,943]4,687] 9,630] 11,981
1959 { 361 667 (1,034 )1,011 | 3,073} 3,264|5,170| 8,434 11,507
1960 | 81 )} 283 356 653 | 1,373 ] 3,424|3,169] 6,593 7,46
1961 { s4 | 252 247 333 886 | 2,850}1,358| 4,2¢8| 5,004
1962 | 206 | 288 az7 It,180 | 2,086 | 7,301]8,975[16,275] 18,322
1963 | Qo | 427 849 | 805 | 2,161 8,70i{6,100{14,801| 16,962
1564 | 162 | 390 772 p,306 | 2,631 | 4,339]5,872010,211| 12,842
1965 | 17 | 544 964 | 984 | 2,569 | 7,414|8,807|16,221| 18,790
1966 26 135 81| s32 775 | 3,298)5,821| 9,119 9,894
1967 | 92 45 81| 735 | 1,253| 9,392!6,200) 15,600 16,854
968 | 86 | 1l3g 258 | 732 | 1,215 | 10,108)5,288] 15,396 | 16,611
1069 42 le4 489 {1,144 | 1,859 | 13,493| 4,789] 18,282 20,141
1970 | 13 54 s2| 430 579| 8,603 3,377 11,980{ 12,559
1971 | 13 56 163} 559 793 s.esﬁ 3,744 12,431 13,224
Table 2 River Bandon monthly catch figures 1961-1971,
Year Month
'Feb..MarchiAprill May 'Total June July  Aug. (Sept, Total " Combined
Spring] | i Summer = Total
1961 =6 | 382| 438 a3me| 1,231] s06| 669 299| - 1,468 - 2,699
1962| 20 | " 359 384] a27| 1,0m|1,198|3,122{ a39| 92i5,251 | 6,322
1963l 71 {1,435)|1,337| 9s8} 2,843|1,173!2,967] 964] 7TLl5,175 | 8,016
1964 1283 [1,95101,108|1,073] 4,415|1,517(3,303|1,273 41{6,139 110,454
965! 38 | 801 993{l,208| 1,832i1,528|1,881] S51l4| 47!3,970 | 5,802
19661 57 | ela} 788| 94s{ 2,a04l1,251l2,071] 687 73la,082 | &,486
1967 51 | 307| 43s|1,089| 1,832(1,221|3,251] 697 715,240 ' 7,092
1968 | 22 | 94| 220| 980 3,852|2,436{3,735!2,100] 62's,333 9,74¢
1969 | 55 | 349| 473 863| 1,742 1,8145,00812,847| 269,695 11,a3"
19701 63 | 259 ] 244 | 276| 842(2,409(4,479|1,771| 64:8,723 ' 9,565
1571 | 54 1771 204: 226{ 661.2,4454,060:1,673° 81 8,250 ' g,011

Year February March April May Total June "July Total . Combined
Spring Summer Total
Fish Fish
1953 1,818 1,253 1,841 2,369 7,281 5,265 10,060 15,315 22,%96
1954 3,532 6,279 6,253 3,388 20,452 5,004 6,239 11,243 31,695
1955 2,118 2,667 3,534 4,113 12,432 2,993 2,741 5,734 18,166
1956 1,582 1,828 1,874 2,546 7,830 2,9%% 5,282 8,237 16,067
1957 2258 1,565 1,826 2,048 7,667 4,242 6,785 11,027 18,724
1958 1,280 1,389 2,168 2,123 6,960 3,812 10,547 14,359 21,319
1959 2,038 3,150 2,672 2,13% 9,999 3,330 9,958 13,297 23,296
1960 1,645 1,445 1,779 2,639 6,308 3,403 5,429 8,832 195,740
1961 753 1,261 896 1,191 4,101 2,321 5,764 9,085 13,186
1962 904 1,028 929 1,915 4,776 10,478 21,659 32,137 36,913
1963 1,913 3,512 3,365 4,040 12,830 7,912 20,008 27,920 40,73C
1964 8,823 1,835 2,346 4,619 11,623 B,136 20,927 29,063 40,6BL
1965 1,431 3,248 2,714 3,955 11,348 8,426 15,761 24,187 35,535
19656 1,567 2,808 1,857 3,462 9,694 6,608 13,781 20,389 3C,083
1967 631 1,002 1,112 2,685 5,430 8,274 16,796 25,070 30,500
1968 481 357 460 1,417 2,715 6,367 19,351 25,718 28,433
1969 622 749 1,343 2,896 5,610 13,162 20,214 33,376 38,986
1970 434 ge82 766 1,813 3,895 15,246 24,113 39,359 43,254
- 1971 aiz 467 748 2,381 3,908 11,069 20,859 31,928 35,836
Table 4 River Slaney monthly catch figure 1963-1971
Year April; May | Totsl June |Julyi Aug.! Sept.| Totsl jCombined |
Spring Summer{ Total |
1963]2,40011,380 | 3,780 | 722 | 462} 556 | 235 | 1,975} 5,755 |
19641,80811,269 | 3,077 { 791 | 664 | 404 120 | 1,979 5,056
1965]1,703 (1,414 3,117 706 | 62C| 256 &6 1,648] 4,763
196611,836 |1,506 3,342 583 990t 336 90 1,999 4,74}
1967]11,060{ 892 § 1,982 690 63| 3c0 129 1,182 3,694
1968 31%) 478 993 289 | 2221 176 42 729 1,718
1969| s87] 385 972 | 428 | 882{ 533 | 106 | 1,945] 2;921
19701 918 756 1,674 861 731 ] 201 393 1,906} 3,580
1971 358 588 1,145 339 ‘ 2681 274 83 %64 2,010




