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L Discards 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1973 

Summary of information on discards and 
industrial fish for the year 1971 

by Assistant Bxecutive Secretary 

ICNAF Rumm.Doc. 73/8 

Table 1 is a summary of information of quantities of fisb discarded at sea from data submitted on ICNAF 
Statistics Form 4 by Canada (N). France (M), Germany (PR), Iceland, Japan. Poland, Portugal, Spain and USA. 
Denmark (G) reported that no fish was discarded at sea by trawlers; Canada (M), Norway and UK reported that 
no data were available, and no submissions were received from Bulgaria, Denmark (F), France (SP), Romania and 
USSR. The discard data are compared with nominal catch statistics of finfish given in Table 5 of ICNAF 
Statistical Bulletin Vol. 21 for the year 1971. It is thus assumed that the data reported on Statistics Form 
4 pertain to the nominal catch data reported on Statlant 2lB forms. 

France (M) reported discards for cod. haddock, redfish and flounders in Subareas I to 4, Portugal for 
cod and "others" in Subareas 1 to 4, Spain for cod. haddock and "others" in Subareas 1 to 5, Japan for silver 
hake and "others" in Subareas 3 to 6. and Germany (FR) for the principal species and a "mixed" category in 
Subareas 1 to 6. Canada (N), in reporting discard information for certain "main species" and "gear and tonnage 
class" groupings in Subareas 3 and 4, listed discards (mostly zero entries) for some commercial species. and. 
while it is normal practice to discard all or nearly all of such species as silver hake, argentines. sculpins. 
lumpfish. anglers, ee1pouts, skates, etc., no indication of the quantities of these species discarded was 
given. Although Poland has a significant fishery in Subareas 2 and 3, information on discards were supplied 
for cod, redfish and "others" in Subareas 5 and 6 only. USA provided data on discards of yellowtail only in 
Subarea 5. 

The available data for the ICNAF Statistical Area (SA 1-6) indicate that discards of cod, haddock and 
red fish were small (1-2%), whereas discards of flounders and "others" were 8% and 4% respectively, the former 
mostly ye110wtails in Subarea 5. 

2 • Industrial Fish 

Table 2 is a summary of information on quantities of fish converted to fish meal at sea from data sub
mitted on Statistics Form 4 by Germany (FR). Portugal, Poland and USSR, and these data are shown in relation 
to nominal catch statistics of finfish for 1971 • 

Germany (FR) reported industrial fish by principal species and a "mixed II category in Subareas 1 to 6, 
Portugal for cod and "others" in Subareas 1 to 4, Poland for herring and mackerel in Subareas 5 and 6. and 
USSR by species in Subareas 1 to 5. All of the USSR data of fish converted into fish meal consisted of species 
which belong to the ICNAF Groups of "Other Groundfish" and "Other Fish". 

For the ICNAF Statistical Area (SA 1-6) the available data indicate that negligible quantities of cod, 
haddock, redfish and flounders were converted into fish meal at sea. but that 16% of "other fish" I mostly in 
Subareas 4, 5 and 6, were classed as industrial. 

From Table 2 it is noted that Germany (FR) and Portugal reported quantities of industrial fish which 
exceed the nominal catches, and these are indicated by the symbol "*". Notes for the completion of Statlant 
2lA and 2lB Forms indicate that quantities converted to fish meal should be included in the nominal catches. 
Such does not appear to be the case when industrial fish catches exceed nominal catches. Discrepancies of 
this kind have on several occasions in the past been brought to the attention of Member Countries. 

A2 



1. Abbreviations and Symbols Used in the Tables 

Lan (M) 
Can (N) 
Fr (M) 
Ger (FR) 

Port 
USSR 
USA 

Country 

Canada (Maritimes and Quebec) 
= Canada (Newfoundland) 
s France (Metropolitan) 
s Germany, Federal Republic 

Portugal 
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics 
United States of America 

Symbols 

magnitude indicated to be less than 
one-half the unit used 
quantities discarded or turned into 
fish meal might be included in 
quantities shown under "others" 

- 2 -

Red 
Flo 
lIer 
Mix 
Mac 
SH 
OF 

Species 

.. redfish 
"" flounders 

herring 
= mixed 

mackerel 
- silver hake 

other fish 

Gear 

OT m otter trawl 
orS! - otter trawl, side 
OrST otter trawl, stern 
PT pair trawl 

A3 

7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

Tonnage Class 

"" over 1800 
901-1800 

• 501-900 
• 151-500 

51-150 
• 0-50 

Source of Information 

Log logbook 
Int ~ port interview 
Cap captains' reports 
Obs = observer on vessel 
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