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INT£RNADONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST A lLANTIC FISHERIES 
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(D.a.72) 

ICNAF Summ.Doc. 73/12 

1. 

ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1973 

NOR W J:;GIAN RESE!\HCI1 II SPUR T. I Y /l 

by 

1'1 Ulltong 

Instltute of Marin~ RE'I:i"arc:h, Bergen, Norway 

Subareas J. '2 and 3 

A. Statuti> of thf" Clshcra's 

From 1971 to 1971 therc' v,..,,& if. mdrk .. ·d UH_Tease 111 the bshlng 

effort in subarea 1 and a ("orn'spondlng inc 1"( asp in catch. 

In aubaJ'eas 2 and 3 thp at'llvlty d. rreatH~(l tram 1971 to 197L. 

ThesE! .ehangfo'b are illustrated in th,· T,-Iule h,'low. 

Catch and Effort data, 1<)71 and 19',2 (provlsioncll fIgures for 1971). 

leN..&to 1,' Subareas Day s fished, Catch ira'Wlt'Ts Tolal catch 

ICNAF 

2 

3 

Total 

trawlers. (metriC tons) (metrIc tons) 

1971 1972 1971 1971 1971 Inl 

l06 767 Z338 214MB 7893 33001 

259 49 5556 II II 'i5<, t. 2345 

71 24 2187 362 2117b 6142 ----
536 840 10081 22961 34627 41488 

In Subarea 1 an expandmg fishery for dee!, BPd prawn gavp catches 

of 684 metria tons in 1 CJ72. Except for th;s flevC'lopment, the speclps 

composlllUn of the total CaLCh did not changt' tilglufi{"antly from 

1971 to 1972. 

Catch (metriC: tons) by Spl'~ie5 and Subareas, ] <J7Z(provi51ol1dl..fuun's),,_ 

Subilrl'<ls Cod Hedfish Halibut Greenland Dt"(·p !:it-a SalnlOn 

l 

I 
Tot ... l 

.s 0+ 14+ 
hali~ut prtiwn 

32080 15 bB4 ISH 

I II ) 79 11 S' 
6142+1 

. 393~3 - >lI' 93 Tmi" CR4 1:)8 

+ 
++ 

Estimated by catch in the cod fisheries 
Most of this Catch (5780 tons) was taken by longlines. 
Some of these longline catches may have been taken 
from Subarea 2, but we have not 
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b€en able to split it betwe(~n the areas. 

No length or age sampling was carried out. 

n. Special Res~a:rch Studies 

Cdpdm. Capelin investigations were carried out on a survey with 

R. V. "Johan Hjort" in Newfoundland waters 17 May to 19 June 1972. 

A morc detailed report on the results is given in a research docume:-.i: 

by O. Dragesund and T. Monstad (IeNAl ReB.Doc. 73/33, Serial No. 2967). 

The aim of the survey was to gain more knowledge about"the distr~hil~ioIi 

Ct.nd migration of the capelin. the structure and size of the resource .. nd 

the (. atchability. particularly of the mature stock prior to and cludn,g 

the spawning season. 

Th," capelin was distributed over large areas on th<-' Grand Banks 

from th" ic(' edge to the tail of the bank. The highest concentrations 

Wt'rc' found in the northern part and at the Southeast Shoal. The 1969 

year-class dominated the mature part of the stock, followed by 

the 1961:~ year -class. The behaviour of capelin off Newfoundland 

during lhl' spawning migration apparently is different from that 

obs('rved for the Barents Sea capelin. No dense shoals were observec 

during the spawning migration on the Grand Banks towards the 

Soutl1f~ast Shoal. The mature capelin gradually approached the- spaw­

ning grounds in rather srnall shoals. Three Norwegian purse seiners 

accompanied R. V. IIJohan Hjort", In May no suitable shoals for 

purse seining were found. However, from the first week of June 

onwards, purse seining might be a possibility as concentrations 

become densf'r at the Southeast Shoal.. Spawning started in the middle 

of June, 

On tht., basis of echo integrator readings. the total abundance of capE~:n 

in the aJ'ea covered was estimated to be about 0.8 mill. tons. 

The recorded abundance may be only a small part of the total resource 

off Newfoundland and Labrador. In order to obtain more infonnatior. 

on the resource. research has to be carried out further north along 

the coast throughout the summer and early autumn. 
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Harp and Hooded seals 

A. Status of the fisheries 

Status of the fisheries is reviewed' in 

Report of Mid - Term Meeting of Scientific Advi.ers to Pant~l A. 

Charlottenlund, Denmark, 6-7 November 1972 (Seridl No. 2906). 

B. Special Research Studies 

In J 972 harp and hooded seals were studied on the Front off 

Newfoundland-Labrador on board a com.mercial sealer dUrlog the 

sealing season from 12 March to 24 April. Ice-edgps and thf' 

distribution of seals were plotted and 26 hooded sea1 pups and 

61 harp seal pups were tagged. One young harp seal was recapturec. 

in Disko Bay, West-Greenland in late Septemh.-.r. This is the third 

young harp seal tagged by Norway off Newfoundland which has been 

recaptured in West-Greenland in the autumn of the year it was 

tagged. A hooded seal tagged at Newfoundland in 1971 was recap­

tured in southern West-Greenland in April 1972 and a hooded seal 

tagged at Newfoundland in 1970 was recaptured in the Angmagssalik 

Fiord in East Greenland in late July 1972. This is the first rC"cove,.'Y 

near the moulting area in the Denmark Strait of a hooded seal 

from Newfoundland. 

Dated and sexed material for age-analysis was collected from 747 

hooded seals. Additional age material was collected from 25~ 

hoods and 149 harps by sealers. Material for studies of reproductive 

performance was collected from 156 hooded seals. A total of 148 

harp seal pup. were weighed and rneasured. 
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