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ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 1973 

NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES COMMISSION 

ELEVENTH MEETING 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Rt;commend,"tions 

The Commission made R8comrnendations:-

Cal to prohibit £ishing £or salmon in the area o£ the North-East 

Atlantic Fisheries Commission outside national £ishery limits 

as from 1st January 1976. The text is as follows:-

"Fishing for salmon in the Convention Area 

outside national fishery limits shall be prohibited 

as from 1st January, 1976." 

(b) to amend Recommendation (8) so as to extend until 

15th June, 1974 the restrictions on fishing for herring in 

the North Sea and Skagerrak which are in force in 1973. 

(e) to regulute fishing for Atlanto-Sc[1ndh.n h":"~nB in 

ICES statistical areas I, II and Vb. The text is as 

follows:-

"The fishing for Atlanto-Scandian herring in 1974 

shall be regulated by the following measures:-

1. The £ishing for herring is prohibited in those 

parts of the Convention Area which correspond to 

the ICES statistical areilS I, II and Vb. 

2. Notwithstanding the provision in 1 above a 

Contracting State may exempt a quantity of herring 

for human consumption or bait corresponding to 20% 

of its catch o£ small and fat herring in these 

areas in 1969. 
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3. The ~ishery on the local early summer spawning 

herring in coastal Faroese waters shall not be 

a~fected by this regulation. 

4. The competent authority o~ a Contracting state 

shall noti~ the Commission o~ any exemption which 

the Contracting state makes under 2 above and o~ 

the steps which the competent authority has taken 

or proposes to take to ensure that the exemption 

is not abused. 

5. The Commission shall in~orm all Contracting states 

o~ the exemptions noti~ied on behalf of any 

Contracting state." 

(d) to introduce a minimum size for mackerel caught for 

industrial purposes in ICES statistical areas IlIa and IV. 

The text is as follows:-

"1. In ICES statistical areas IlIa and IV it is 

prohibited to fish for industrial purposes mackerel 

of a size smaller than 30 cm measured from the tip 

o~ the snout to the end o~ the tail fin. 

2. Notwithstanding the provision in 1 above landings 

of mackerel for industrial purposes may consist of 

20% by weight o~ undersized mackerel." 

(e) to amend Recommendation (1) so as to apply the minimum mesh 

size for Region 1 to the whole o~ the Region and so bring up 

the minimum mesh size applicable in the Faroe area to the 

level applicable elsewhere in Region 1. 
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(f) to amend Recommendation (2)(A) so as to extend its currency 

until 31st December, 1975. Recommendation (2)(A) permits 

vessels based on and landing their catches in ports in part 

of the Irish Sea to use for the purpose of catchi~g whiting 

nets 'not hav~ng in any part meshes of less than 60 mm'. 

(g) to amend Recommendation (5) so as to extend its currency 

until 1st January, 1975. Recommendation (5) allows 10% of 

landings from certain fisheries which are not intended for 

human consumption to conSist of undersized fish of certain 

other species. 

(h) to terminate Recommendation (9). Recommendation (9) prohibits 

trawling in two areas of the Bay o~ Biscay. 

(i) to set out requirements for the supply of statistics of catch 

to the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea. 

The text is as follows:-

"1. Each member country should make available to the 

ICES Secretariat not later than 1st February in 

each year its nominal catch data for the previous 

calendar year. The data should be broken down by 

species and ICES sub-areas and should include 

information on the following species: 

Herring, mackerel, capelin, sprat, cod, 

haddock, whiting, saithe, Norway pout, hake, 

plaice, sole, sandeel and redfish. 

2. The data should be given on a standard form to be 

produced by ICES and distributed by the Commission's 

Secretariat to Commissioners, who should take the 
j 

necessary steps to see that the required statistics 

are submitted to ICES by 1st February. 
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3. If' a country CAnnot produce its f'innl dntll bef'ore 

1st FebrUf1ry, then prelimirwry estimAtes 0f' th" 

annual c[1tches should be submitted and the way in 

which these h8ve been deriv"d should be stnted. 

4. ICES shoulil specif'y At its nnrlUE'l st8tutory 

meetinp, Rny marc, detC1iled stRtistics (e.g. dflta 

broken down by months) which it requires in order 

to make assessments f'or pnrticulRr stocks in time 

for the next meeting of' the Commission. Member 

countries should then supply these by following 

the procedures set out in paragrRphs 2 Rnd 3 abovl-." 

B. Conclusions 

Cfltch Rnd Effort RegulRtion 

The Commission Rpproved the following resolution, four dele­

gations abstRining Elm one delegRtion tRking no pArt in the voting:-­

"The Commission 

- Noting the decision of the IcelRndic Government not to 

accept the proposRl of the Commission th8t it should be 

empowered to recommend measures concerning limitation of c8tch 

and effort; 

- Recalling tha~ at the meetinls of the Commission 8t 

Ministeri81 level in Moscow in December 1971, the Minist"rs 

of Rll Contracting States defined the speedy implementation 

of this proposRl by all member states RS the primary t8sk 

of the Commission; 

- Considers that this decision not to approve the 

proposal will have the regretta~e and damaging result of 

depriving the Commission of powers which are indispensable to 

the ef'fective perf'ormance of its responsibilities; 
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- Expresses the hope thAt the Icelandic Government will 

soon reconsider the decision, and 

- invites the other Contracting states to consider as A 

m8tter of urgency what steps may be taken in the meantime 

to remedy this deficiency in the Commission's powers." 

The Commission agreed that A procedure put forward by the 

United Kingdom as a possible meAns of activating provisions which 

will Allow the Commission to consider catch and effort regulation 

should be referred by delegations to their Governments. 

The Commission welcomed a report that delegations of the 

United Kingdom, Norway and the USSR had concluded discussions on 

catch restrictions for cod in the N~th East Arctic and were now 

able to recommend measures for the approval of their Governments, 

and hoped to receive details of the approved arrangements sh~tly. 

The Commission received a report of discussions between 

delegations concerned rclatinr to fishint:: !'It the F!'Iroe Islands, 

and acrecd that ICES should be asked to conduct a survey into 

fish stocks in the area, 

Herring 

The Commission set up a Working Group on Regulation of North 

and Celtic Sea Herring to IDoet in London between 

23rd-25th October, 1373, in preparation for a Special Meeting of 

the CommiSSion, also in London, between 11th-14th December. The 

terms of reference of the Working Group are at Annex A. 

The Commission also agreed that ICES should be asked to report 

on the state of herring stocks in ICES statistical area VIa, to 

the West of Scotland. 
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North S8a Sol~ and Plaic~ Fish~ritB 

Th~ Commission requested R study by ICES of sole Rnd plaice 

stocks in the North Sea in prepRration for eXRminRtion, in 

relRtion to the principRl demersRl stocks of the North Sea Rnd 

esp~cially sole Rnd plaice, of the problems of regulating species 

sepRrat~ly by catch quotas or other meRns. 

PreparRtion of the Report of/the Li(;lison Committ~e of ICES 

The Commission discussed the problems exp~rienced by ICES 

in preparing the Liaison committee's Report to the Commission's 

Annual Meeting in May. The Commission agre~d to consider at a 

Special Meeting later in the year whether it was possible in the 

light of comment from the International Commission for the 

Northwest AtlRntic Fisheries to Rdjust the timetRble of annual 

meetings so RS to Rllow more time for preparRtion of the Liaison 

Committee's R~port. 

International Control 

The Commission welcomed a stRtement from the Polish delega­

tion that PolRnd hRd withdrRwn reservRtions Rbout internationRl 

insp~ctions below deck, Rnd from the Irish delegation that Ireland 

expected to be able to participate in the Scheme of Joint 

Enforcement b~fore the Annual Meeting or the Commission in 1974. 

The Commission considered and (;Idopted the Report of the 

Enforcement Committee, and agreed that Member States should be 

Rsked to supply information on their arrangements for inspections 

ashore. 

Finance 

The Commission approved R contribution of £5,800 to ICES in 

1973/74, and agreed, subject to Rpproyal by Member StRtes, to 

increRse this contribution to £6,525 in 1974/75. The Commission 
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also agreud that the cost or the special meetings in October and 

December 1973 should be met by a special levy on Member states, 

that provision should be made ror additional part-time starr to 

be met in 1973/74 rrom reserves and rrom an increased contribu­

tion in 1974/75. The budget ror 1973/74 and the revised rorecast 

budget ror 1974/75 are attached as ~nnexeB Band C. 

Election or Chairmen and Vice Chairmen or Regional Committees 

The rollowing were appointed as Chairmen and Vice Chairmen 

or Regional Committees:-

Regional Committee 1 Chairman Mr. E.L. Gillett 

Vice Chairman Mr. A.A. Volkov 

Regional Committee 2 Chairman M. J.J.M. Pottier 

Vice Chairman Mr. J. Nprgaard 

Regional Committee 3 Chairman M. R. Letaconnoux 

Vice Chairman Dr. R. Mont81ro 

Future Meetings 

The Commission will hold a Special Meeting in London between 

11th-13th December 1973 and its regular meeting in Bonn between 

26th June-2nd July 1974. 

Press Notice 

A Press Notice was issued at the conclusion or the Commission's 

Meeting. The text is at Annex D. 

orrice or the Commission 

London, S. W.1. 

16th May, 1973 
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ANNEX A 

Workinv Group on J:(t:gul[ltLm of North Elml Cbltic St:[l H<.:rrinl' 

Terms of Reference 

To [lssembl<.: nnu uVl1luntu for prt:sent[ltivn to EI Sptcinl 

M<.:uting of th(;; Cvmmission informntivn on meflsures for re~~ulflting 

cfltch with relfltion to herring stocks in the North [lnu Celtic 

Sens. 

To consider ond eV8luote scientific U8t8 on the: St8tt: of 

stocks of North Se8 herring, including on osst:ssment of tht: tot[ll 

8llow8ble cfltch provided by the Li8ison Committet: of ICES. 

To consiLier ond report to the SpeciE!l Meeting on whE!t further 

m(;;flsures of conserv8tivn if flny othtr thE!n regulEltion of cotch 

m8Y bt ruquired for North S68 find Ctltic SeE! Htrring. 
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ANNEX D 

NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES COMMISSION 

16th May. 1973 ELEVENTH MEETING 

PRESS NOTICE 

The Eleventh Meeting o~ the North-East Atlantic Fisheries 

Commission took place in London from 9th to 15th May, 1973. The 

President, Mr. G. MBcklinghof~ (Federal Republic o~ Germany) 

presided. Delegations attended ~rom all Member States, namely:­

Belgium, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, France, 

Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 

Spain, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 

the United Kingdom. 

Observers represented the Government o~ Japan, the International 

Council for the Exploration of the Sea, FAO, OECD and the 

European Economic Community. 

2. Salmon 

The Commission agreed, by a majority, a Recommendation which 

prohibits as ~rom 1st January, 1976 all fishing ~or salmon in the 

area of the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Convention outside 

national ~ishery limits. 

3. Catch and Ef~ort Limitation 

The Commission approved, with ~our abstentions, a resolution 

in the ~ollowing terms:-

F 12 



- 12 -

"The Comm~ i on 

- Noting the decision o~ the Icelandic Government not to 

accept the proposal o~ the Commission that it should be empowered 

to recommend measures concerning limitation o~ catch.and effort; 

- Recal11ng that at the meeting o~ the Commission at 

Ministerial level in Moscow in December 1971, the Ministers of 

all Contracting states defined the speedy implementation of this 

proposal by all member states as the primar,y task of the 

Commission; 

- Considers that this decision not to approve the proposal 

will have the regrettable and damaging result of depriving the 

Commission of powers which are indispensable to the effective 

per~ormance o~ its responsibilities; 

-- F.xpresses the hope that the Icelandic Government will soon 

reconsider the decision, and 

- lnvLtefl. '~he other Contracting States to consider as a 

matter of urgency what steps may be taken in the meantime to 

remedy this deficiency in the CommiSSion's powers." 

4. ~rring 

North Sea and Ce:l.t.Jc Sea Herr1ng 

The Commission agreed, by a majority, to extend to 

15th June, 1974 the restrictions in force during 1973 on catches 

o~ North Sea Herring. The Committee ~rther decided to set up a 

Working Group with the ~ollowing terms of reference, in 

preparation ~or a Special Meeting o~ the Commission in early 

December 1973:-

"To assemble a~d evaluate for presentation to a 
I 

Special Meeting of the Commission information on measures 
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£or regulating catch with relation to herring stocks in the 

North and Celtic Seas. 

To consider and evaluate scienti£ic dEta on the state 

o£ stocks o£ North Sea herring, including an assessment of 

the total allowable catch, provided by the Liaison Committee 

o£ the International Council £or the Exploration of the Sea. 

To consider and report to the Special Meeting on what 

further measures of conservation if any other than regulation 

of catch may be required for North Sea and Celtic Sea Herring." 

Atlanto-Scandian Herring 

The Commission made a RecommendEtion which prohibits fishing 

for Atlanto-Scandian herring in ICES stetistical areas I, II and 

Vb, subject to the right of Member States to exempt a quantity of 

herring for human consumption or bait corresponding to 20% of 

their catch in 1969 of small and fat Atlanto-Scandian herring. 

5. Mackerel 

The Commission made a Recommendation fixing a minimum size 

of 30 cm. for mackerel caught £or industrial purposes in ICES 

statistical areas IlIa and IV, with the further provision that 

landings o£ mackerel for industrial purposes may consist of 20% 

by weight or undersized mackerel. 

6. North East Arctic Cod Fishery 

The Commission welcomed a report that delegations o£ the 

United Kingdom, Norway and the USSR had concluded discussions on 

catch restrictions for cod in the North East Arctic, and were 

now able to recommend measures for the approval o£ their 

Governments. 
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7. Extension of Mesh Size for Region 1 to the whole of 
the Region 

The Commission Bpproved Bn Bmendment to the RecommendBtion 

governing mesh size, the effect of which will be to bring up the 

minimum mesh size in the BreB Bround the FBroe Isl~nds to the 

same level BS in the remainder of the Commission's Region 1. 

8. IndustriBl Landi~ 

The Commission agreed to extend for one year only a 

RecommendBtion which permits lBndings of fish intended for 

industriBl use to contBin 10% of undersized fish from protected 

species. The Commission also ~greed t~t B study should be mBae 

of the effect of this RecommendBtion on. stocks of protected 

species, ~nd of the appropri~teness of continuing to allow 

catching with small mesh nets for certain other species. 

9. North Sea Sole and Plaice Fisheries 

The Commission set in hand a study by ICES of sole and plaice 

stocks in the North Sea in preparation for examination later in 

the ye~r of the problems of regulBting separBte species by cBtch 

qUotBS or other meBns. 

10. StBtistical InformBtion 

The Commission Bpproved B Recommendation calling on Member 

Countries to make BnnuBl cBtch dBtB Bvailable promptly to ICES, 

so BS to enBble ICES to complete fish stock Bssessments in time 

for the CommisSion's AnnuBl Meeting. 

11. The Commission expects to meet in speciBl session between 

11th-13th December, 1973 in London, Bnd to hold its regulBr 

Bnnual meeting between 26th June - 2nd July, 1974, in Bonn. 

Gl Office of the Commission 

London, S.W.1. 


