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There are good reasons "(or regarding all - or neRl'ly all - the North­

weut Atlantic stocka of Greenland hnl:l,but a~ belongine to one population, 

rccrui ted from n vunt deep spawning area ranging from the southern part of 

th,~ Davis r:trai t to ort' Labrador and NewfoWldland .. 

Spawning is Hs::mmed to take place in early spring in the deep wnrm 

wnt~r south of the submarine ridge which extends from Greenland to Cannda 

almost along the Polar Circle, as in May the tiny larv~-:l.e (10-18 mm) are 

only taken south of that ridc;e mainly in depths of abont 600-100n m (Jen­

sen, 1935). Lat.er (in June-July) the larvae rise to the surface \later layer, 

where they are fo.cnttered by the cur:r-ente and transportr'u partly along West 

Grp.enland to the northern part of Davis Streit, partly 1.n western (iirecotion 

to waters off Ba.i'fill Island and Labrador. The distribution »f th~' pelrtgic 

lr:rvae is shown :in Jilia.1 (after NORWESTLANT Report, Sm.idt 1968), where all 

df,ta from 1908 1·00 1964 are summarized. It should be noted, that !_lC contour 

01" °t;he hatched ~t!'efl 10 the li.mi'lt of investigations and not of hjoo~'val distrib­

lt1on. 

In Canadian waters a mnnbeilt' of larvae (59-77 rom) WeI'fl found tIl 

stomachs of' cod taken on Hamilton Bank, Div. 2J (Lear, 1970 p.97, TOlHvleman 

197""i, p.96), and ntllncroUS 1-group Greenland halibut (12-16 am) WCo"'~' taJren 

on the northern slope of Hamilton Bank.. in 228 m depth (Templeman, 1973 

p. 96). These YOWlS stages may originate fl~(.m the :;pavming area mentl(med 

above. 

In inshore West Gr~enland waters, where fishery is carried out, eggs 

and larvf;ie have never been observed, and vast s11awning migrations must be 

Assumed (Jensen 1935, Smidt 1969). However, no Greenland halibut "tagc;ed 

in inshore West Greenland wutera havij been recaptured in Davis Strui t, 

which DIUst be (lar o to a relatively mDall offshore fishery at West Greenland. 

Greenland h;·oliLut tagged in White Ray and TI'll"d.ty 13ay, Newfoundland, 

r,.;Vl' been recapt'.tr(~rl far eaptward on the oontinental'os]op~' in winter and 

l:::srly spring, whj.ch 3Uggesto a winter migration fOl' spawning (Pitt 19'71 

and 1974, Templeman 1971 and 1973). , 
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A coroprehensi ve material of vertebrae and "fin-ray countings on Green­

land halibut colleeted between 1950 and 1968 from Baf'fin Bay to the south­

cr'n Grand Bank indicated a unif'orm population, from which only the stock 

in northern Gulf of St.Lawrence seemed to differ (Templeman 1970). 

This uniformity in meristic characteristics in in eoad agreement with 

the uniform temperature condi tiona if' deep water (about BOO m) in the vast 

area, where eggB and early larvae d(~velop, see Fig. 2 (Dunbar 1951). 
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Fig. 2. Temperatures at 800 m depth, in centigrades, 

August-September. Composite figure from various 

Sources. (After Dunbar 1951, P. 44) •. 
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