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Memorandum by the French Delegation on frenmch fishing activities
in recent years in ICNAF subarea 2, 3 and 4

In ICNAF Coa, Doc. 75/8, Canada preposes a substamtial reduction
in fishing effort om groundfish in Subarea 2, 3 and 4 by all countries,
axcept cosstal states,Such a reduction could be of about 40 X below the
1973 leval for each gear and size category of vessels, in each division or,
jn seme cases, groups of divisions, More receatly, is Comm, doc. 75/1%/40,
Canada proposes to apply the reduction only in subarea 2 and division 3K
and in divisions 3 M, 3L ¥ G, 3 P and 4 YW X,

The purpose of that docwment is not to discuss the background
information provided by Canada in ICNAF Res. Doc. 75/43 and 75/55 nor to
discuss cosments given by STACRES through its aggesgments subcommittes in
Summ, Doc, 75/18.

It is only intended to give some relevant information on the
present situwation of the Freach Pishing activities in subarea 2, 3 and 4
following the increase of the overall international Pishing effort
in the nogth-west Atlantic.

CHANGES IN THE FRENCH COD CATCH

In 1960 the total Fremch catch in the marth-west Atlentic vas im
the order of 150,000 tonz, 10,000 tons being 1anded in Saimt-Pierre et
Eiquelon, the rest in Fecamp, Saiut-Malo, La Rochelle or Bordeaux, the
french Ffishing being mainly directed at cod.

During the period 1958-1969, 23 to 32 trawlers were catching more
than 100.000 t of cod on the average in shbareas2, 1 and 4, vhile, in the
following period; the average cateh was only of 42.000 tons, The last
figqures Por 1974 were 31.000 tons ard 21 travlars, most of them delivering
frozen products instead of aalted cod as in the former period.

Up to 1960, the cod fishery was equally distributed in subareas
2, 3 and 4, following the natmral pattern of fish seasonnal abomdance,
35,000 te 40.000 toms of cod being taken in @ach subarea, Between 1961-1967
larger catches vere made in subares 3 but, after 1968, the datch dropped
down except im S=4 4 (Fige 1}.

All ICNAF documents will now be numbered to include the month (in Roman mmerals) of the meeting at which
they were presented.
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In Saint-Pierre et Miguelem, the total ground fish catch, made
mainly in divisions 3 LEOP declined from 9,000 to 3.000 tons, mostly after
1967 (#ig. 2).

Thas, compared to the fotal catck of cod, the french fisheary remaindd
at a pelatively stable level up te 1967, though reflecting of course nakural
changes in recruitment to the fishery, But after that yesmr, the shapp drop in
catch is obviously commected with the expansion of the international fishery
effort and the subsequent decrease in cod gtock abundance (£ig.3).

The most recent catsh . by freach vessels is less than 2 X% of the totd
cod catch by vessels of all countries in 2 - 3K and 3 LKOP while, ten yesars
ago, the figures were respectively of 14 X and 9 ¥ for the sme area (fig. 4).

CHANGES IN CATCH PER DAY

Figure 5 clearly shows that the declime in total catck. after 1968
is comnected with a decreased tremd in catah per day in spite of minor fluc-
tuations due to the relative anmual abundence of cod,

In subareas 2, 3 and 4 the average cateh .  per day was gemnerally above
30 tons bafore 1965, avound 25 toms up to 1971 and since that time,20 tons/day,
These changes can be corrslated with the total increase in catch ia subarea 3,
aspecially during the peried 1964-1970, when the total catch. was above
the 1 million tons level as shown in figure 3.

This decline is more spparent in subarea 3, starting in 1964 vhen
total catch in that subarea has reached 500.000 tons, It was sligthy less
marked in subarea 2 where the influsnce of tha sarly 1960fs strong year—
classes contributed to support the fishery until 1969, vwith maximum catehkes
of 450,000, The severs ice-condition prevailing there after off the Labradoe
coast kave also comtributed, in recemt years, to the reduction of the fisking
activities, In gubarea 4, where total catch remains at a more stable level
during the whole period (220,000 tons), catch per day was more comstant (+ 30
tons) & spite of a decrease in 1973,

If catch per day is of biolegical interest as an index of fish
availabllity, it is also an economical index, rentability in fishing opera-

tions being based upon a minimwm out paut from the fishery,

Below that level, beats have to find more productive fisking
grounds and adapt their stmategy to be at the best fishing period on each
ground through the all north atlamtic, But resulting increased cost have
cobled the building of new ships in last years,
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DECLINE IN EFFOET

The cusmlative effect of declining total catch and catch per day
which resulted in a reduction of iovestments in new boats explaing the
general dimimution of the frenck fishing effort in the north-west Atlantic,
in spite of a limited and occasional tramsfer of effort in subarea 3 between
1965-1969 and a smmll positive recovery in subarea 4 recently (2ig.6).

Taking 1960 as & reference with a 100 X fishing effort index, as
illustrated in Summ, Doc, 75/18, the total international effort has mers
than doubled whereas, in the same period, tha frenck one has gome down to
a0 % (rig. 7).

In Saimt-Pierre et Miquelon 4 trawlars are in operation but dories
have difficulties to maintain their activity, the total catch of that tradi-
tional fishery having fallen Ffrom 3.000 to 1,000 tons annualy since 1959.
For the trawlers the decline is 7.500 to 4.500 tons with an averag catch
par day in the order of 7 tons,

These last figures are in agreement with the general tread obser-
ved in the fremch fishing situation and we can assume that the over all
fisking effort Ras diminighed from 60 X since 1968,

GENERAL COMMENTS

French data indicate that during the 1961-1974 pariod, in spite
of a transient racevery in 1966-1968, the french total effort exerted on
cod stocks in ICKAF subareas 2, 3 and 4 has gone dowm by 60 X with total
catch dacreasing from 120,000 to 30.000 tons,

£ the decline in catches is explained by a marked seduction in
catch per unit of efPort resulting from the doubled effort of a growing
interpational fleet since the begining of the 1960's, reduction in effort
ig explained by technical and ecomomic factors induced by these changes,

The french fleet, traditionnally fisking for ced, was not prepared
to move teocther specias, in gpite of a progressive changs from salted to
frozen figh, IP more efficient, new boats are more expemsive and
consequently more influeaced in their fisking pattern by daily catch rate
on the various cod stocks of the all north Atlamtic, by example by good
catch in the Baremts gea in recemt years, Repuilding of the fleet has been
reduced by resulting economic diffichlties and is nev practically stopped.

The facts described in this memorandun clearly show not only
that France has no responsability im the pregemt situation but also that
her fleat which has bean fisking in the area followimg a long established
tradition, has already suffered a comnsgiderable reduction of his fishing
effort dus to economical difficulties resulting from a corresponding
increase of the total international effort.
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Fig. 1. Changes in cod catches, by France, in ICNAF Subarea 2, 3 and 4,
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Fig. 2. Total groundfish catch by Saint Pierre et Miquelon in divisions 3LNOP.
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Fig, 3. French cod fishery in Subarea 2, 3 and 4 compared to the total cod
cateh.

% o: tetal catehes

5.

[ 3
-~ -
a te~—0” ‘y‘ﬁp

958 9 60 1+ ¢ 3 4 €S & F £ 38 Fo + 2z B ¢

Fig. 4. TFrench total catch as percent of total catches by all countries in
ICHAF Subarea 2 and divislon 3K and subdivisions 3 LNOP.
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Fig. 5. Catch per day fished for french trawlers in Subarea 2, 3 and 4 compared
to total catch,
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Fig. 6. Effort, in days fished, by french trawlers, in ICHAF Sybarea 2, 3 and
4, and total effort.
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Fig., 7. Changes in effort in Subarea 2 and 3 and divisions 4VWX
(total effort) and in Subarea Z, 3 and 4 for the French
fleet.






