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ANNEX X 

Report of the Warking Group on Transitional Arrangements 

1. The Harking Group met under the chairmanship of the Chairman of leNAF with 

representatives in their personal capacity from Canada, Denmark, EEe, the 

Federal Republic of Germany. Italy, Japan, Portugal, USSR, and ICNAF, to 

give further consideration to the matter of the succession'from ICNAF to the 

new fisheries organization (NAFCO) as a legal personality (see Annex XVI 

of the Report of the International Preparatory Conference on Future MUlti

lateral Cooperation in the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, Ottawa, 14-25 March 

1977) . 

2. The representative of Canada presented tbe results of studies on the legal 

status of ICNAF. The Group noted that no legal personaliry existed under 

Canadian law. There was, however, a legal personality under international 

law which the Group agreed gave IeNAl the right to dispose of its own assets 

and liabilities. The Group considered the need for an amendment to. the ICNAF 

Convention regarding the transfer of assets and the financial discharge of 

its obligations prior to its terminaL ion, and agreed that such a procedure 

was not necessary as these needs could be accommodated ~~hin the internal 

framework of ICNAF. The Group wished to point out that ICNAF could include 

in its financial regulations, when NAiCO had already come into existence, 

some instruction for the discharge of its financial obligations and the 

transfer of assets to NAFCO. 

3. The Croup discussed the transfer of the Executive Secretary and staff from 

leNAF to NAFeo. No legal difficulty was envisaged. There were no long-term 

contracts with the Executive Secretary and staff so that appointments could 

be terminated quickly and easily. The Croup noted that when NAFCowould come inte 

force, for example in 1979 (see suggested timetable fat transition from ICK\F 

to NAFCO at Appendix I), and ICNAF was still in force, at the first NAFCO 

meeting, the Executive Secretary and staff of ICNAF could be appointed to 

serve NAFCa~ thereby serving ICNAF and NAPCa at the same time~ without 

pay from NAFCa until it is funded. The staff would then serve only 

NAFeD upon the termination of ICNAF at the end of 1979. The Group 

noted that paragraph 5 of Article XX of the proposed new Convention 

required that the first meeting of NAFea should be convened 90 days 

after the new Convention came into force and suggested that consideration 

be given to amending the time to six months. There would then be 

•• 31 



32 

- 2 -

parallel meetings and shared staff by ICNAF and NAFea at the normal 

June meeting time. 

4. The Group considered a draft amendment to the ICNAF Convention Which would 

provide for termination of the ICNAF Convention On 31 Deceab~r of the year 

NAFea entered into force. The suggested amendment is presented at Appendix II 

for consideration in ICNAF. 

7 June 1977 
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ANNEX X 

Appendix II 

Resolution to amend the International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 

The Commission 

Noting the results of the recently concluded (Diplomatic Conference on Future Multilateral Cooperation in 
the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries. held in Ottawa, October to October ); 

Desirous of effecting an orderly transition from rCNAF to the proposed (NAFCO); 

Adopts the following amendment to the International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 
pursuant to Article XVII of that Convention, as amended: 

34 

"Article XVIIl is renumbered Article XIX. and a Dew Article XVIII is inserted to read as follows: 

Article XVIII 

1. This Convention shall terminate 31 December of the year the (name of NAPeO Convention) entered 
into force. 

2. Following the entry into force of the (name of NAFea Convention), the Commission shall not adopt 
any proposal under Article VIII. II 


