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Introduction

Catch and effort data, available for Farces vessels fishing for shrimp off
West Greenland, have been analyzed to illustrate trends in the fishery during
1974~78., A description of the data base is given in Hoydal (1978). The vessels
were divided into two categories on the basis of a factor, defined as "horsepower
X tonnage 3 1000". The older prawn vessels have factors below 410, and the newer
larger vessels have factors greater than this value,

Catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE) estimates by month were determined for the two
classes of vessels fishing in the management area between 64°15'N and 68°00'N
(ICNAF Div. 1B (south of 68°N) and Div. 1C). Estimates were also made for one
group of vessels (<410) in the management area south of 64°15'N (ICNAF Div. 1DEF).

Results

The results are shown in Fig. 1. In addition to the apparent general decline
in catch rates from peak levels in 1976, the most remarkable feature of the data
for both classes of vessels in the main fishing area (management area 3) is the
low level of CPUE in the first half of 1978 compared with very high levels in the
first half of 1976 and 1977. Even in the area south of 64°15'N (management area &)
the CPUE was considerably lower in early 1978 than in the same months of 1977 for
the class of vessels illustrated.
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Trends in catch-per-unit-effort for Faroese

prawn vessels fishing off West

4°15'N and 68°15'N, and in

Fig. 1.

Greenland in (A) management area 3 between 6

management area 4 south of 64°15'N, 1974-78.

D3



