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Introduction
Seal 1investligations on the Front were carried out on board the
sealing ship "Melshorn" during the sealing season 1982. In
addition to "Melshorn" tyo other Norweglan ships, "Polarstar" and
"Veslemari", participated im the seal hunt on - the Front in 19382.
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ice on 31 March.
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the southern end of the patch on 10 Mabch, but -becauseé the pups were
young the opening date was postponed to 12 March. From 12 March the
ships hunted this patch from the southern end towards the central
parts. '

Having filled thelr allocated quotas on 17 March, "Melshorn" and
"Polarstar" moved out of the whelping patch. "Veslemari", lacking
about 1000 seals, left the patch on 18 March and finished her harp
seal quota in the period 24-30 March.

o
The hunted whelping patch was observed again on 26 March at 51 16'N
54937 W (Figure 1). The pups then varied from whitecoated to the
beater (post moulting) stage.

A separate unhunted .whelping patch was. found on 30 March at 51059'N
530 28' W (Figure 1). If continuous thils patch must have extended
more than 10 miles 1in a north-southerly direction. The pups in this
patch were still whitecoated and some were not yet weaned on this
date. '

In the southern end of the hunted. patch, most of the pups probably
were born on 7 and 8 March, while pupping 1in the central (or
northern) part of the patch occurred from 9 to 12 March.: In the
unhunted patéh observed on 30 March, whelping probably had occurred
in the period 15-20 March.

Recorded frequencies of female pelage types from counts during the
hunt in the whelping patch 12-17 March are listed in Table 1.
Counts were made both at a distance through binoculars from the ship
and at close range among the seals on the ice.

The criterla wused to distinguish between the three types: "spotted"
- without any 1indication of a saddle- mark, "spotted-harp" - with
the inner (dorsal) edge of the saddle-mark appearing and "harp" -
wlth a defilned outer (ventral) edge to the saddle-mark, are
difficult to apply especlally at a distance. This may account for
the low frequencies of the '"spotted-harp" type in some of the the
counts from the ship when compared to counts on the ice.

The recorded proportion of "spotted-harp" seals was lower on 14 and
15 March when the weather was overcast with rain, than the other
days with dry and sunny or partly sunny weather.

The possibility of having included some males, particularly in the
counts from the ship, cannot be excluded.
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Table l.. Frequencies of "spotted", "spotted-harp" and "harp" pelage types counted in a harp seal whelp-
" ing patch on the Front in March 1982. :
SPOTTED ST’O’I'TED—HARP HARP
Date » Ship Ice Ship Ice Ship Ice -
“No. % No. % No. % No, % No, 3 No L

12.03 6 8,1 63 22,5 12 16,2 54 19,3 56 75,6 163~ 58,2
14.03 - 17 19,3 94 18,3 5 5,7 34 6,6 66 75,0 385 75,1
15.03 44 37,3 26 23,9 10 8,5 11 10,1 64 54,2 72 66,0
16.03 ) 58 24,6 51 16,8 23 9,7 63 20,7 155 65,7 1390 62,5
17.03 26 22,4 RY 23,0 21 18,1 22 29,7 ’ 69 59,5 35 47,3
Total 151 23,9 251 19,6 71 11,2 184 14,4 410 - 64,9‘ 845 66,0
Sum ship and
and ice obs. 402 21,0% 255 13,3% 1255 65,6%

Table 2. Age samples from female hooded seals caught by the

""Melshorn" on the Front in 1982.

Date Position No.

20.03 51%1" N 53°41" 15

21.03 51%45' N 53%42" 16

22.03 51°19" N 53%34° 5

25.03 50°20" N 54°%45° 2

26.03 51021' N 54036' 3

27.03 51°22' N 54°34" 7

28.03 51953 N 54%11° 2

29.03 51957 N 53°33° 3

30.03 51955+ N 53351 4

Total 57
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