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‘The nominal totai catch by Japanese trawlers from the NAFO waters
(Subareas 3, 4, 5 andle) showed about 50% decrease from 9,500 tonnes‘ in =
1982 to 4,300 tonnes -in 1983 (Table 1). This is mainly due to the reduction
of'qupta for Japan withiq the U.S. 200-mile zone. In addition, the catch of
Lllex in Subareas 3 and 4 was .extremely low as in 1982 (ishing season..
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The number of Japanese trawlers operated in the NAFO waters declined
from 11 vessels in 1982}to 9 vessels in 1983, eight of thch were - 1,500-
2.500 GRT class stern trawlers and one was 1,000 GRT class. The’ total
fishing effort was about '10 thousand hours. fished. about 40% decrease from
the effort of 16 thousani hours in 1982.
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The fishing groqnds of Japanese trawlers in 1983 were located  on

Flemish Cap and the edge of the continental shelf from -Division 30 to.

Division 6B. Japanese triwlers moved seasonaly among those fishing grounds
‘
as in 1982, but some veﬁsels were laid up during 2-4 months after the poor

Illex fishing season. ]

I. Subarea 3 i

A. Status of the Flshérles

The small-scale trawl fishery for redfish was carried out in

Division 3M. Under the‘national quota of 400 tonnes for redfish in " this
division. several trawleﬁs operated during March-May and September-Octorber
and caught 405 tonnes 4{ fish. 'mdstly cpmp05ed of redfish. Redfish was
taken at depths between 300-700 m. The mesh size of the cod-ends used  was
about 130 mm. i
Il. Subarea 4

A. Status of the Fisheries

August, most of the Japanese trawlers began to search lllex schools along
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the southern edge -of ‘the ‘Scotian Shelf. 'The searching operations  ‘extended
to ‘the southwestern :Grand Bank (Division 30). However. few aggregations -of

Lllex were found and ‘the catches were mainly composed -of silver hake. All

Vvessels&moved -away ‘by ‘mid-September. -Finally. the lllex catch was -about 400

‘tonnes as low as in 1982. -Japanese trawlers oPerated'ﬁaLnly at depths -of

120:230.m; The :mesh size of‘the:cod-ends used was ‘60-65 mm.

I'1'1.. ‘Subareas ‘5 and ©
The ‘Loligo Jisheryfwas‘carried'outva&onq:the~ed9e.of the contl-

nental shelf in Divisions 5Ze-6B. while lllex-directed fishery could not be

" operated because of the large reduction .of ithe national quota. for Illex.

The‘Lgligg fishery ‘was performed during January-March and ‘December.. LQL{QQ

was ‘taken mainlLy at -depths between 90-190 m with a swall quatity. of butter-

fish, ~mackerel .and silver hake as by-catch. The mesh size of the cod-ends

used ‘was 45-50 mm and 60-65 min for off-bottom trawls. respectively.
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