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The total nominal catch by Japanese trawlers from the NAFQ waters in 1985
was 8,500 tonnes, a decrease (15 %) from 10,000 tonnes in 1984 (Table 1).
Significant decrease occurred in the catches of squid-Lelige in Subareas 5 and
6. This is mainly due to the decrease of national quota in the U. S. waters.

The catches of Illex in Subareas 3-6 still remained at the lowest level.

The number of Japanese trawlers operated in the NAFO waters increased from
ten in 1984 to twelve in 1985, They were one 4,000, one 3,000, four 2,000, two
1,000, one 500 and three 300-350 GRT class stern trawlers. Contrariwise, the
total fishing effort decreased remarkably from 11,400 hours in 1984 to 6,000
hours fished in 1985, The inconsistency stems from the fact that many vessels

operated mainly off East Greenland,

The fishing grounds of Japanese trawlers were located on the outer edge of
the continental shelf and the continental slope off the west coast of Greenland
(Divisions 1B-1F), southern Labrader (2J), Newfoundland (3KLMO), Nova Scotia
(4Vn-4X), and the U.5. (5Ze-6B). Japanese trawlers moved seasonlly among these

fishing grounds, as done in the previous years.

I. Subarea 1

A. Status of the Fisheries

Ten trawlers operated in Divisions IB-1F during September-November
and caught about 1,700 tonnes of fish, mostly composed of redfish.
Redfish was taken at depths between 140-500 m. Some vessels fished for
Greenland halibut at depthes around 600 m in [Mvision 1B, but the fishings

were unsuccessful. The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used were 140-160 mm.




II.

III.

B, Special Research Studies

1., Biclogical Studies on Redfish and Greenland halibut

With the recent expansion of Japanese trawl fishery off the west and
east coagts of Greenland, biological studies on the target species have
started in 1985, and frozen samples of redfish and Greenland halibut were
collected on board the commercial vessels. Biological measurements of
these samples are being conducted at our laboratory now., Electrophoretic
analysis of enzymes will be made for these redfish samples from the both

coasts of Greenland,

Subarea 2

A. Status of the Fisheries

The fishery directed to Greenland halibut was carried out between
400-580 m in Division 2J in December. At the shallower depths, redfish
was targeted too. The Greenland halibut catch sharply decreased from 900
tonnes in 1984 to about 60 tonnes in 1985, mainly due to the decreased

fishing efforts. The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used were 130-140 mm.

Subarea 3

A, Status of the Fisheries

The redfish-directed fishery was carried out hetween 240-640 m in
Divisions 3K, 3L, 3M and 30 during August-December. The total redfish
catch increased from 3,000 tonnes in 1984 to 4,700 tonnes in 1985, which
were taken mainly in Division 3K, The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used

were 75 mm in Division 30, and 135 mm in other divisions.

IV. Subarea 4

A,

Status of the Fisheries

The redfish directed fishery was carried out in Division 4V in April

and in November-December. About 900 tonnes of redfish were caught between

250-500 m. During August-September, fishing operations aiming at squid-

I1llex were conducted at depths around 200 m in Subarea 4., However, few

aggregations of squid were found and the catches were mainly composed of

gilver hake. The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used were 60-75 mm,




V. Subareas S and 6

A. Status of the Fisheries

The squid-Loligo fishery was carried out along the edge of the
continental shelf (70-220 m) during January-Februsry, The Loligo catch
was about 160 tonnes, a large decline from 1,800 tonnes in 1984,  The
Illex-directed fishery, which have been the main fishery for Japanese
trawlers during summer-autum'n, was not conducted in 1985, Depressed
fisheries for both squids were due to the decreased national quotas in the
U.S. waters. The mesh sizes of the cod-ends used were 45 mm and 60 mm in

the off-bottom and bottom trawls, respectively.
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